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“Haversack. 1 have It. That will
e eiongh to earry, with the eanteen.
Now there In only one thing more b
fore we leave, We must impress
those followe with the notion tliat we

e widessownke, and on gunrd vet, Ses

Wy movement oub thepe*"

=1 am not sure,” =he sanswero]
“There 1s n bluck
Lvapd that dead pony; lean
hira pdd Yot s s
on the grovnd, T=1 Imagined It moved
fust then."  Ble pointed into (he dork-
ness. It is the merest shodaw, hal
wedmad to wipkle slong, and  then

ops s still now.™

Hamlin fornesed hiy ke
the wpot indiestod, shading them with
one hand

“Slide boek further on the gont,” lie
whikpernd gofily, “and 18t e in next

the window."

dotshitfuily armaidga
forwnrd

whit | mean

on eves on

There was a moment™ silenee, 1
ey sound tha wind: Tha giel grippod
thit Weick of the sear nervoudly  witd
HITIA In.l‘nl-.I haldl it hiset Bt -I"'T', i
Serpgount, the ouwidline of b2 [ues il
Nowtted aguinut the shy, stared o
tionieza Inta the nichiv withont.  Swl

tenly, not making n sound, he Hfted
the rifla to Lis shoulder.

CHAPTER VIH.

A Way to the River.

She wnlted fu neony g he sightod
oarefully, striving 1o gaigee (he dis
thnoe, It sevmod  an  intormina bl
L before B Onger predged  the
trigger. Then enme the vapmrt, o hust

of Mame, nnd e prowder sipoke Blowt
binek In bor fnee,  Half-binded by e
digcharge, she yer snw  (hst  Linek
rodge Teap upright; seain the Honrs
binzed, and the dim tigure wont down
There was {oory—a mad yell of rage

in which scattercd volces jolned;
spits of fire clonving the darknoss
the biirking of gutsn of differont call
bor. A DIt of feing lead tore through
the louther back of the coneh with an
odd rip; anvther struck tho easiug of
the door, sending the woolden splin
terg Oying ke nrrows. Hawkoyod

ITemlin frod 1wiee more, alming ot

the epurks, grimly ecertatn that & re
wponuding howl from the lore evidoneed
bt Then, ae guiekly, all was st
Intensely black onee more.  The Ser
geant drew back from  the window,
leaning hin gun nguinst the cnsing,

“That will hold thom for & while*
he wald clhoerfully, “Two less  ou
there, T reckon, and the others won't
got earclvss aenin right away, Now
In our thme; are you remdy I

Thers wns no regponse, the gtillnoss
#o. profound he could hear the [aint
tieking of the girl's  wateh. Mo
reachod out, almost alarped, nnd
touched her drogs

"What I tho trouble?™ he gues
tloned anxlonsly, “Tidn't you hear e
spepk?"

Ho waltod brenthless, but there wns
no movement, no sound, and his hand,
trambling, In wpite of hig fron norys,
groped Itd woy upward. She  wian
I¥ing bock sgainet the epposite win.
dow, her head bent sldeways,

“My God," he thought, “did
davila got her?

Sha lfted her slight figure up on
one arm, all zlwe blotted out, all oth.
er memory vanlehod through this in.
flant dread. Hin check stung whire
Aying eplinters had struck him, but
that was nothing, She was warm, her
fleeh wae warm; then his searching
fingers felt the mofst blood trickling
down from the odge of her halr. Heo
let out hlw breath glowly, the sudden
rellef almost choking him. It was bad
enough surely, but pot what he had
firat feared, not death. She had beon
ntriek hard—n fying splinter of wood,
perhagps, or o deflectied
halr matted with blood, yet It was no
more thun o Aesh wound, although
leaving ber unconsclous. If he hesh
tnted It was byt for an instant. The
entire situation recirred to him In n
fiash; he must change hls plans, but
dare waste no tlme, If they were to
escape It must be nccomplished now,
shadowed by darkness, while savage
witchers were safely beyvond sound.
His lenn jaws set with fierce deter
mination, and he grimly hitched his
beit forward, one slnewy hand finger-
fng the ruvolver. He would have to

those

trust to that weapon entirely for de|

fense; he could not carry both the
rifle and the girl,

Moving slowly, cautlously, fearful
leet some creaking of the old stage
might betray hls motlons to those

koen ears below, he backed through | mysterious sound of the blow. It nsi Was the favorite raflway carriage of
the open door. Once feeling the the lamguage of the Arapahoes, and| Queen Vietorla, was dismantled at

ground firma beneath hie feet, and ma-
king sure that bo*h eanteen and hav.
ersack were secure, he reached baex
Iito the darkness, grasping the form
of the unconsclous girl. He gtood
ereet with her held securely ln  his

arus, strands of hair blow!ng against |

his cheek, lstening intently, striving
with keen eyes to penetrate the black

curtaln. The wind was fortunste, He had a feeling that some one wn_u' London Globe,

bullet—her |

{xun In his hands,

blowing steadily across the flat from
the river, and they were surely invis-

ihle agalnst the hackground of the
overhauging blull, He Jdid not even
feel It necessary to erouch low to

avold diseovery. Ho knew that perll
would eonfront them later, when they
veptured oot Into  the open.
How Ught she seemed, as though
ho olaspod 1 child. Bearing
her was goiig to be aasler
than he had supposed: the excltement
vielded him & new measurs of
sirenglh, vet he went forward very
slowly, feeling slong, loch by inch,
planting his feet with exceeding care
The oarth was hard-packed and would
lenwe little trall; there were no leaves,
no dead gross to rustle. Bevond the
protection afforded by the stugo he
folt the full sweep of the wind and
permittod her head to rest lower on
one arm so that he could look about
more clearly. She had pot  even
monpned, although he had  felt her
breath upon his face; Once ho Kums
bled slightly over some fallen eurth,
and farthier along a foot glipped on 4
{reacherous stone, but the slight noi=e
died unnoticed In the night. It was
farther to the gully than he had sup

How Light She Seemed, as Though
| He Clasped a Child.
|

posed; his lwart wos in hls  throat
feartve he had misgsed 1t hpltbelieving
the depresston falled to extend fo the
Lave of the bisfl, Then Lis foot, ©x |
ploring Blindly, tovnchad the odige of
thee hank.  Carefully he Jnid bis bup-
| don down, lacine hilg battered erm- |
pafen hat LBeneath hiee hond,  Ho bont
over her aeain, nasurine Limselt that |
g Bireathed repularly, and then cropt
down nlone Into the shallow ravine

1118 nerves were 1ke stonl now, his
hind stondy, his heart beating withs
out au accollernted throb,  He knew |
the work, and rejolead fnit, This waa |
why ho wag o soldier. Silently, swift-|
| Iy, he unbiekléd his bolt, refagtening
It aeros tha glraps S0 a8 to hl)lll f:lllv:
teon and Nuversnck nolspless, a‘uulI
then, revolyvor In hand, began ereep-
Ing down nnder eover of the low]|
banks.  He must explore the path first
licfore attompting to bear her lllnm;!
Il Arme; st he sure the passago
was unguarded. After It swerved to ]
thee right thers woulil be Jtte danger,
hut while It man stralelit, some cau
tons savagse might havo eliogon §t to
shulli In. To denl with guch ho need-
ed to b wlone, and frow,

e must have erawled thus for thir.
1y vards, hands and kneen dehing Hor-
ribly, hig syes over peorlog over the!
| edga of the bank, his eare tngling to |

the slightast aolse.  The tUny glow of |
the fire fur away to the left was alone |
vlethle fn the Intense blneknosy; tho
| wind brought to hlm no  sound of
meyvement,  The stillfucss  was  pro-
fotind, almost uncanny; as he paused
and lstencd he could distingulsh the
throb of his heart. Ho wna acroan
thee trnll nt Tag, for he folt and traced
| the ruts of wheels, and where the
| banka hod bieen worked down almost
to o level with the pratele, He erosaed
this aponing like o snake, and then
arose Lo Nis knees Beyvond, where the
gully doepened.  He remained poised,
motionless, acarcely darlng to breathe,
Surely that was gomething slse—that
thapeloss Bloteh of shadow, barely
topping thes Hne of bank! Wnas it ten
feet away? Or five? He could not
tell.  He stared; there was no move-
ment, and yet his eyves bogan to dis.
cern dimly tha cutlines—the head and
ghoulders of a man! The Sergeant
erept forward—an Inch, two Inches, a
foot. The figure did not stir. Now
e was sure the fellow's head wan
Iyiug flat on ihe turf, oddly distorted
| by a feathersd war bonnet. The
| #ftrange posture, the utter lack of
| movement, scemed proof that the
)I!rml warrior had fullen asleep on
l watch., oLike a est Hamlin erept up)
{ elowly townrd him, poised for a spring,

Some sense of the wild must have |
| stirred the savage Into semlconscious: |
{ ness, Suddenly ke sat up, gripping the|
Yel even as hla;
openlug eyes saw dimly the Sergeant’s |
menacing shadow, before he could
scream his alurm, or spring upright,$
the rovolver bult struck with dull|
thid, and he went tumbling backward |
into the diteh, hls ery of alarm ending

[ In a hoarse croak. From somewhers,

out of the dense darkness in front A |

i volee called, sharp and guttural, as {f|

its owner had been startled by the |

out of his wvague memory of Ihei
tongue, spurred to recollection by the
swift emergency, Hamlin growled a
hoarse answer, hanging brenthlessly |
above tha mollonless bady until tha
“ugh!™ of the fellow's response proved |
him without susplelon. He walted,
eoutiting the seconds, every mnsela
etrained with expectancy, Nstenlog.

| upon his knees, releasing one hand to

| With tha first dawn those watehful

| river, wading In the water, would be
| useless precaution; such & trick would

! hlde among those shifting sand-dunes

! ferable to Indlan torture,

' In England, for Queen Vietorla had

crawling over the short grass, wig-
gling nlong lke a snake, but the falnt
wottsd, If vound 1t was, grew less dis-
Finally he Hifted his head abova
the odge of the bank, but saw noth-
ing, not even a dim shadow,

“They are closing in, 1 reckon,” ha
thought soberly, "and It o't Hkely
there will be any more of these gantry
nu far baock as this: looks ar thouph
this gully turned weet just beyond.
Anyhow I've got to riek it

He returned more rapidly, knowlng
the pastuge, yet with no less caution,
finding the unconscious glrl 1ying ex.
actly ag he had Jeft her, As he claspad
her form In his arms, her lips uttered
some incolicront words, but otherwise
she guvo no elgn of lfe,

“Yes, ves,” he whispered cloge to
hoer ear, hoping thus to hold her stlent, !
“It 18 all right pow; only keep still” |

He ecould feel her breathing, and |

tinot,

realized the danger of her return to | Will practice in all couns,

consclousness, If she should be fright-
oned nnd ery out, tholr fate wounld ho
genled, Yet he must aceept the chance,

now that he knew the way to be elear 'i.il-lt'}. B. WILSON,

He held her tightly in both arms, his
revolver thrust bock into its holster.
Bending a8 low as he could with his

[ S — —dan

burden, feeling earcfully through Ilm|

darknesa before adveneing a foot, he
moved steadily forward, Where the
gully deepened their hends were at
the edge of the bank, bt muech of the
winy was cxposod, except for the dark
shadows of the Elope,
there were elouds tn the west, alroady
ohsouring that halt of the aky, but to
the east pothing was visible against
the falut luminousness of the sky-line.
Onee, far over thers to the left, o gun
wad fired, the fume splitting the night
asundoer, and against the digtant me-
flection a blnck figure rose  up  be
twaen, only to be Instantly snuffed out
nguln. Hamlin put down his uplifted
fool, and walted, in 1onde, motionless
silenco, but nothlng happened, excopt
the ocho of i farawuy volee.

A dopen feet farther, gome four-
footed anlmnl suddenly lpaped to the

odge of the bank, suiffed, und dieap- |

penred nolselessly, So tuut were his
nerves strang that the Sergeant sank

grip Wls vevolver, before he realized
the cause of alarm—someé prowling
praivle wolf. Then, with teeth grim-
Iy locked, bending lower and lower,
ha erept across the entted trail, and
phust the dead body of the Indinn. Not
untll thon did he dare to breathe nat-
wrally or to stand upright; but now,
the gully, bending to the right, led
away from dunger, every step galned
ndding to their safety. He was confi-
dont now, full of his old tudneity, yet
awihe to wvery trick of plainseraft.
The girl's head rested ngolnst  Wls
shoulder, and he bent his cheek to
hery, feellug its warmth, The touch
of hla unshuven beard pricked her in
to semlconseiouEness, and she spoka
g0 loud that it gave him a thrill of ap
prehension.  He dared not run In tho
darkness for fear of stumbling, yet
moved with greater swiftnesa, untfl
the depression ended at  the  river.
Hera, under the protection of the
bank, Humlin put down his burden
and  stood  erect, styetchilng  his
strained muoscles nnd staring back: In-
to the dark,

What now? Which way should they
turn? He had accomplished all ho huad
planned for himself back there in the
conch, but now he became aware of
other problems awalting selution, In
less than sn hour W would be day-
light; ho almoat imagined It was light-
er already over yonder In the east,

Indians, e¢reoping cautlously eloser,
would discover the stage deserted, and
would be on thelr trafl, And they had
Teft & trall casily followed. Peérhaps
the hard, dry ground might confuge
those savage trackers, but they would
gcour the open country betwecn bhluft
and river, und find the dead warrlor In
the gully. That would tell the story.
To po west, nlong the eldge of the

be guspected at onee, iand there was
no possibility of rescue from that di-
rection. They might as well walk
apen-eyed Info o trap. Thera wan but
one hope, one opportunity—to eross
the stream before dawn came and

of the opposite ghore. Hamlin thor-
oughly understood the risk Involved,
the trencherous nature of the Arkan-
sns, the possiblilty that both might be
sucked down by engulfing quicksand,
¥et even such a lonely death was pre-

The girl at his feet stirred and
moaned. In another moment he had
filled his hat with water from the riy-

or, had 1ifted her head upon one arm,
and uveing the handkerchief frora about
his throat, wus washing away the
blood that matted her halr, Now that
his fingors felt the wound, he realiged
the foren of the blow stunning her, al-
though its outward manifestation was
elight. Her figure trembled In his
arms and her eyos opened, gazing up
wonderingly at the black outlines of
his shadow. Then she made an affort
us _Et_ton!h to draw nway,

Kept Queen Victoria's Car.

The jourtiey of their majestios from
Windsor to Worksop was notable for
the fact that the old saloon with the
arched dome that has figured In the
composition of the royal trains for so
many years was not Inciuded In the
traln. This historle vehicle, which

Swindon a short time ago. It was ona
of the oldest rallway coaches running

such a funcy for it that she dlsliked
the idea of giving It up after it hud
become out of date, and some years
before her death It was lengthened
and modernized, although thé original
piart was kept as intact as possible~

Fortunustely .
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Special ntrmion piven 1o Real Ese
e and Land Thic Higation.
{iffice aver Toney ! ounly Bank
Gy I ——
L. F. BEARDEN . W BasHETT,

Eearden & Barrett
Attcrneys-at-Law

Cffices at
Day and Ozark., Missonri.

- —

FRED STEWART,
Ava, Mo.

Wilson & Stewart,
Attorneys-at-Law. |

Will practice inall Counts of the State,

[n F. McCONKEY

ATTORNEY- AT l-,\ W

Forsyth, Mo,

forsyain . Mlxﬁm'mi

Wil preatiee lo all
Missouri

the Courls of

NeTARY PimaG in offlor and spooisl nttention
VT Y given to deawing aod takiny aokuowlede
intihe ol Dinda, Mortgnpes il Copienate

reick—=South  Side Publle Siusre betwese
il Hapk

1. F. Mooxney.

Chas. Chapin,

Physician and Surgeon
Forsyth, Mo.

Office and Residence Southeast of
Squere.  Calls  answered promptly
night rnd day. 17-51-8
Felephone on Taneyville line, Call,
I long and 3 short rings.

I am prepared to cormect all delects
if eyesight due to errors of relraction
Sy properly fiting glasses.

Dr. T. H. Humphreys,

Kissee Mills, Mo.

Office at residence,

General Blacksmithing
Horseshoeing a Specialty,

Opposite Everett Hotel, FORSYTH.
B. J. BARNES,

R. I STEELE,
AUCTIONEER
SWAN, 0,

CHll o welts e before mnking dates for
sl

). E. EVERLY,

AUCTIONEER
HOLLISTER, M0.

Call or write me bofore making dntes for
siilug,

Cras H. Groom, President. E. A. Marmuews, Vice-President,

JEsaR Nanrk, Cashirr. L. V., Gumson, Assistant Cashier,

Bank oﬁorsyth,

Capital, $15,000.
Surplus, $ 1000.
Forsyth, Mo.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Chas. H. Groom.
W. C. Gibson.

E. A. Matthews.
J W, Reese,

Jesse Nance,

LINST OF STOUK FIOLDKERS:

M. O Girnnt
O F Brewdiig M, L Shmnons

KA Mutthews W Gibson
Jo WL Ihivdies W. R Adnnis

Jo M, Duvidson

Aesen Nunee JL 0, Nnnews Otlo Wolt
J. Waslughes
4. H, Bind
d. N, Hartt

Jo B Mires

O, H,Groom
L. V. Glbson
M. K. Bird J. 0, Davis
L Ingenthron

Juyee Quarhnrg W, M, Manes Lige Hicks

We Solicit a Share of Your Patronage

Pt e iSRGyl o
1, G. ROOT, PrEsinENT. J. H, PARRISH, Vice-PaesinenT.
8. W, BOSWELL, Casuixg,

TANEY COUNTY BANK,
Fousyri, Missougi.

£20,000.00.
$25,000.00.

Capital Stock - - - -
Surplus and Undivided Profits .

e e s —
A General Banking Business Transacted

Collections a Specialty Your Patronage Solicited
| J K

A. J. STORMS, PersinEsT, W. P. CHAPMAN, ViCr-PREUIDEST,
WILL W, JOHNSON, Casmigg,

Bank of Hollister,

Hollister, Mo.
Depository of County Funds
Capital Stock - - - $10,000.00.
Surplus and Undivided Profits, $1,000

Transacts a General Bauking Business,

r—
JESSE OLIVER, President. F. . LONG, Vice-President.

W. H. CROWDER, Cashier

Bank of Branson

Branson, Mo.

CAPITAL STOCK, - - -
SURPLUS, - - - - -

$20,000.00,
- § 5,000.00,

A General Banking Business Transacted.
Your Patronage Solicited.

T\

W. H. ROURKE,
CONTRACTOR A0 BUILDER

Cement Work a Specialty.
FORSYTH, MO

W. 5. JONES,

GENERAL BLACKSMITH,
TANEYVILLE, 0.

Chadwick Hack

Leave Forsyth,.....6:00 a. m.
Arrive Chadwick,..11:30 a. m.
Leave Chadwick....1:30 p. m,
Arrive Forsyth......7:00 p. m.

I will furnish from my barn st
Taneyville teams or saddle horses
to take you any old place you
wish to go. I will buy your
horse, sell you a horse or give
you a “‘swap” dar or night.

Your Patronage Solicited.

W. M. Hunter,

Taneyville, Mo.

City Drug Store,
Forsyth, Missouri.

A complete stock of drugs, patent medicines, candies,

cigars, tohaccos, toilet articles, ete.  One of
the Liest equipped <oda fountsins,

Particular Attention Given Prescription Work
See Our Fine Display of Jewelry,

1883 1912

Chas, H. Groom,
Abstracter of Titles.

Forsyth, Missouri.

Have the Only Abstract Records to Taney County Lands. Attorney
and Notary in the Office.

Special Attention to Drawing Deeds aad Montgages, Taking Acknowl:
edgments, Depositions and Entering Protests,

o
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