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BRICF HISTORY OF THE CHEE KUNG
TONG, A SECRET ORGANIZATION.

Revolutionary in Its Original and Pres-
ent Purposc=Thirty-three Cast Iron
Gaths in the Ritual=Punishment of a
Faithless Member=His Disgrace.

- “What, may I ask, was the subject of your ;
ponderingst Hod that roll of papers anything |
to do with them

“Yes; they are notes gathered by an old |
partner of mine, who devotsd himself to a |
study of the Chinese people amd their nn-[
toms. I've got & whole case full of them |
there, and when T have nothing clse to do 1
amuse myself by reading some of them. I
have gained a great deal of information from
them, which is frequently of cousiderable |
asistance to me in my practice.” i

“Tell me; Mhmmwmlm
those papers in your lapl” said the reporter, :
instinctively producing his note book und 1
pencil. '

“It’s a brief history of the Chinese order of
Masons, Now, I suppose you think their's is |
hknallothr‘umw,.undl branch of the
great organization establithed by King Solo- |
won,  You must disabuse your mind on that
score, if such is your opinion. To be sure, it
is a society for mutual benefit and protection,
but its urigiunl and present purpose as well,
is entirely revolutionary. The birth of the
urder occurted soon after the Mongolians in-
vaded China and established the t Ming
dynasty, which is nearly 400 years oll. The
society was compossl of the old Chinese
nobiles and their followers, who were opposed
to the new emperor. Their numbers were
vaturally smat ut first, hut the years added
to their strength.  Eaobh member educated his
children to a belief in the doctrines of the or-
der, until now their numbers include nearly
one-third of the entire population of the em-
pire. There are alwo about 30,000 in the
Unitesl States.  The imfluence of the society is
paturally very great, amd its members have
much to do with the formation of Chinese
affairs of state,

ORIGINATORS OF REBELLIONS.

“From its inception, four centuries ago,
the society has instigated inn ble rebel-
liows, aiul all the members naturally imbibed
o strong martinl spirif As a consequence,
the onder has developed many famous sol-
diers, awl ameng them the great Gen. Loy
Yee, who, at the age of S0 years, was the
comunanuler-in-chief of all the forces of the
empire. His appointment to this position
was, of course, & measare adopted by the em-
peror to conciliate the society to which ht bes
longed. Many of China's foreign ministers
also owo their positions to this policy.  Being
statesinen of great ability, they naturally be-
come a power o be fearwd by the govern-
ment, and are accordingly appointed as am-
bassadors to some foreign court in order to
get them out of the way. Chin Lin Pan,
the first minister to the United states, was one
of these, and, if the truth were known, 1
would not be surprised if every minister since
was n Chinese Mason, or o member of the
Chee Kung Tong, as the society is called.

“You will gain some idea of the strength of
this organization when 1 inform you that the
great Tai Ping rebellion of '57 was
about by its leaders, and fought by its sol-

liers. The famous armies known as the
lack Fiags aml Yellow Flags, which per-
formed such blixdy work in Tonquin during
the recent war with France, were also com-
posed entirely of the members of the Chee
Kung Tong, and led by its officers. The
headquarters of the onder are in the district
of Quong Ton, or Canton, as it is known to
us. It is from there the edicts are sent which
80 vitally affect the policy of the Chinese
govermment, and which in time may over-
tarn the throu e and establish a new dynasty.
i The queue worn to-day by the Clinese people
is a symbol of their bonda-; (o the Mongolian
emperor, amnd 5 a constaut reminder to them
of their cabje-tion
TAIRTYV-THREE CAST IRON OATHS.

“The rites of the societyf Yes, I know some-
thing of thow, though there are so many and
in such finite variety that my knowledge of
thewt i novessarily limited. There are thirty-
three caths to be taken, and regular cast iron
ones, oo, before an applicant can become a
fully constituted member of the society. He
can, however, withdlraw before taking the
last oath, provided he promises etermal se-
crecy about what he had previously seen and
heard of the ritaal. If this agreement should
be violated, or a member of the order should
inany way disgrace himself in the eyes of his
brothers, punishment swift and terrible is
meted out to him. In China it is death, but
in this country that is impossible, though they
go through all the formulw of an execution
without the final calmination. The accusad
#s always allowed a trial, but is seldom ac-
quittedl.  The wise men and patriarchs of the
order assemble together upon that occasion
in some one of their Joss houses, and thers
the accused and accusers are brought before
them. The latter step forward first, and

ng thewselves upon tho floor at the
fect of the oldest of the wise men, they pre-
sent their charges.

The accused then prostrates himself and
places tha foot of the wise men upon his neck
as a sign of submission.  After this he tells
his version of the story, still flat upon his
stomach on the floor.  When this is over the
bead man announces his decision in a long
and impressive speech, which is interrupted
at the el of every sentence by the others
prostrating themselves and uttering words of
assent.  The judge next claps his hands and
in comes the executioner with a long sword
and & wooden bowl, the latter being for the
purpose of catching the blood that is “nes
&pillal. Going up to the condemned man,
who is still lying face downward upon the
floor, the executioner raises him to his knees
sl bares bis neck for the fatal blow. Three
times the sword is raised and brought down
with tervific forco until within balf an inch
of the knevling man’s neck, where it
This concludes the ceremony, but the victim's
punishment is not yvet over, if he happens to
be so fortunate as to live in this country.
Great placanls announcing his disgrace are
posted on all the desd walls throughout the
Chinese quarter, amd ns soon as the news be-
comes known the guilty man is o
ostracisesdd by his old associates, and in fact
by all the socivty."—San Francisco Alta

Russia‘s Infant Mortality.
Ignorance, violation of all sanitary prin-
ciples, miserable poverty, the extreme rigor
of winter, and neglst by drunken parents
are said to be sonwe nt the principal reasons

why out of 1,000 chiklren born in Russia

scarcely 421 will reach their 20th

Btatistics show that $45 out of each 1 Mdh
in the lirst live years. The Russian govern-

ment is seking means to diminish this frﬂhl-
ful infaut mwortality, but with little hope of
e dince the main ceuses cam

only Lo cradicated by the progressive educa-
tion aml reformation of i cesive genera-
tiouns of tue people.—XNew York Suan

——

I’AI,A I‘I\.\ ll()i{ll)x\ I lnlI)A\ ~-~~l I"I] MBER 21,

— ————————

880, NUMBER i7o.

A WONDERFUL SALT WELL.

Oune Well That Has Prodoced 203,184,.-
400 Gallous of Salt Water.

One of the greatest wonders of the world
and yet comparatively unknown is the well
which for the last sixteen years has been flow-
| ing almost pure salt at the rate of over 3,000
gallons per day. It is Jontal in Etna
borough. along FPine creck, just oppesite tho
city. The history of the well was related to
a:-pm'tnrby Mr. J. I. Robertson. He said

t in the spring of 1572 the firm decided to
sink a well to secure natural gas to run their
works, and the contract was given o Chal-
| fant & Grafl. At a depth of 1,200 feet a salt
water vein was struck, Shortly after tho
tools were lost, and after “fishing™ for them
for several months they were caught. The
well was. then drilled to a depth of 2500 feet,
when the tools got lost again, and after spend-
ing five months in unsuccessful attempts to
recover them it was decided to abandon the
well

A strong veino(gns was found at a depth
of 1,0 feet, but there was so0 much salt
water that it could not find its way out.  Its
pressure was so great, however, that the salt
water was forced up nearly ninety feet in the
air,

For seven years this salt water continued
to flow at the rate of sixty barrels yer hour,
sometimes more and sometimes less, hut never
falling short of lifty barrels. It swéllald the
Jittle brook at its side to a good sizad creck
amd thence poured into the Allegheny river
It was so strong  in chloride of sodivm as to
kill all the fish that came within certaiu
limits of the place where it entered the river.
The idea of utilizing the water seems not to
have entered any one'’s mind until about tive
ye rs after the well begun to flow.  Several
capitalists then conceived the plan of extiact-
ing the chloride of sdium from the water
and manufacturing salt. For some reason
the scheme fell through then, but two years
later a company was formx] which establishe 1
the second largest saltworks in the United
States, making about 150 barrels of salt daily.

After all the salt has been taken froun the |

water it goes thiough a process which ex-
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tracts the bromide, which forms a large pro- |
ion of the character of the water from | -

the well. This is a very valuable medicinal

When the water Jo.ves the latter works it
woutkd be perfectly poire amnd tasteless were it
not for the acids; et | used in extracting the
salt wand bromide,

The amount of vater coming from the |
well to<day isas groat as when it was struck |

sixteen years ago. .\ peculiar feature is that
on some days, for a pericd of about an hour,
the well becomes ur.asually agitated and the
pressure simply ter: (e, requiring the strong-
est kind of joints cnd casing to hokl the
water.

It is almost impo dible to comprebend the
amount of water this well draws from the
bowels of the earth. In sixteen years, at the
rate of 56,000 gall. .. per day, it would bave
thrown off 28,1 540 gallons of water.—
Pittsburg Compw ial-Gazette.

Sampliz | Lilcrary Wares.

The late Jaraw: i, Fields, while be was an
active partuer i the publishing flrm of Tick-
nor & Fiekis, wi. . waitid upon one morning
by a young ge. man-—-a sugar merchant,
who had peecti- o lraticcs, The young man
complained the. his anusceript poems  had
been rejected by tie firm, and be desired to
know the reason v iy, inasmuch as all of his
friends had heand the virses read and declared
them to be an invalua: | aegaisition to Ameri-
can lteruture,

“Our reader decides the *"
in his blandest tone

“Then 1 would liko to see he reader”

Always the personitication of amiability
himself, the publisher conductsd the young
suzar Lerchant upstairs 1o the remder.  That
privonage sat at a desk heaposd high with
manuscripts.  He carcfully read a few pages
of each mwnuscript aind then dropped them
into o basket at his feet, Ovecasionally bhe be-
came more than ordinarily interested, and in
that case placed the package inside his desk.

“Why, he goes through them just as [ sam-
ple sugur,” cxclaimed the would-be poct in
great amazeent.

“That is because be is as familiar with lit-

y wares as you are with sugar,” rejoined
Mr. Fields.

“I am satisfied,” said the merchant.
us go.”

The young bard gave up the writing of
vorses, but he acquired a large fortune in
sugar.—Will M. Clemens, in Detroit Free
Pross. .

said Mr. Ficlds

“Let

Fashions in Tombstones.

Therc are fashions in tombstones, but they
change slowly. The styles of the present do
not differ much from those of twenty years
ago, but a difference is noticed in those set up
filty or nywwe yvears ago. There were noever
columns in those dayvs.  As now, the cheaper
stones were plain slabs.  Ume of the expensive
shapes, which always marked a distinguished
grave, was a marble slab Jaid hovizontally on
four marble columns, making a .ut of a
table. The inscription was carved on the top,
which allowed plenty of space for verses,
which no well regulated gravestone of the
first part of the century could do witoout.
These verses, which read so quaintly now,
were always written by the pastor. It was
his duty when one of his parishioners died to
compose a suitable stanz, amd the ministors
were always paid for them —a thing that few
periodicals even of those dayvs woukl have
done. In olden times nothing but brownstono
and _smwistone was useal. The carvinge was

crude, and one of the requirements of fashion |

was that every slab should bave a huan face
carved over the inscription. The styvlish
gravestone to have now i a moniment —
York Mail and Express.

Manuscripts for the M.ozazine.
Magazine Editor—How gany uew mann-
seripts came in to-dav's mail /
Office Boy—Twenty-two, sir,

“Well, pick out all that yvou arce able te

read and send them back.”
=1 can read all of "em, sir, cxcept one.”
“Ah! let me have that—evidently by some
noted author, " —Omaba Workl

Telophones for Nivers,

Divers in thirty feet of water st Holyoke |

dam, near Hartford, have kept up communi-
cation with the men at the pumps by means
of telepbones. The wire runs down and
through the bhelmet to a small telephone, so
that the diver can direct the work of the

boisting engines more directiy than by the’

old system of signals by jerking a life line —
New York Sun.

“Sarcastic Old Thing!™

Husband—1 bave been making my will, |
| dear. Leaving yon everything, with—ah—!

full j - wor to remarry.

. tih, darling, never!?

i cad—Yes, love. And (with a sar-
donie chuckler in that case 1 shall feel assured
there will be ot least one who will daily de-
plore iy death. — London Punch.

Carleton House,

ANDREW SHELLEY, Prop.

RATES:

$2.50 1o $3.00 Per Day.

HARRY HEATH,

—DEALEK IN -

Waiches, Clocks, Jewelry, Etc,

Also a full line of

If you need Glasses of any kind give
me a call,
eye.

ble prices. fubil Tof

A.d. BIEACII & HON,

PALATEA, FLORIDA,

LL FHUITS GROWN SUITED TO THIR
olimate, Catalugue free.

I. H. BROWN,
WHARF, TRESTLE

——AND —

SUBMARINE DIVER.

PALATEKA, FLA.

mi-1v ENTERPRISE. FLA,

E. R. FARRAR & CO.,

NDEALKII= 1IN

| | WINDOW SHADES,

| WINDOW POLES,
MATTING.

Best Black Moss Mattresses,

Made to order.

New |

PICTURE FRAMES
AND
Picture Framing.

CYPRESS BUILDING MOULDING

also kept in stock.

‘The STUDEBAKER BROS.,

AND TH
WHITE HICKHORY

Atlanta Farm Wagons and Wagon
Spriugs.

A Full Supolv of Undertakers’ Goods. |

Having recently purchased the balance ol
Cleveland & San's stock, we are constantly
adding new goods to our stock, amd we do
not propose to be undersold lu any line of
gods we handle. Belore purchasing, call
and get our prices,

€. R. FARRAR & CO.,

Lemon St.. Palatka.

;to purchase the Largest and Best ordered. Until our New Stock a3

|
FlLaORIDA.

o S |DRY GOODS, NOTIONS AND MILLINES

WATCHMAKER and H‘WELER! ‘ \ |
lf 2 iy R ™ j A New. First-Ulass

Glasses, Spectacles, Etc., Etc.'

I am prepared to suit any |
All goods sold at the lowest possi- |

NURSERYMEN

BRIDGE BUILDER.|

Address all communications, or apply tc |

We have unexpectedly bought out
the stock of

Crockery, Glassware, Lamps. Efc.
Of B. L. Lilienthal, and this stock

TenPerCent, Discount,
C. P. DEVEREUX _ MUST BE SOL“

Goes to New York at an early date, from the North. thh is al >

- ‘.

L.
1
’

stock of DRY GOODS ever brought rives. we will sell any part of t

to Palatka; and for the next week he Iﬁggﬁea{;t gﬁgﬁa'l %:tx?l laﬁcllezsgéhg :] {.'1'
will offer,

as an inducement to his and be convinced. Water Cool‘é'-
‘customers, a discount of TEN PER Refrigerators and Freezers At Cost
CENT. to all who make a cash pur- ;M ‘W :Eﬁ:ING o
chase to the amount of One Dollar or 7

more. Asall goodsin this house are
> NOW marked very low,this discount
will bring prices to a wholesale basis.

It will pay toinvest NOW in all goods

L_'

WM. ). WINE(IAR 1
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thatyou will need until Wlnterstocks'successmg o Wm. J. Wlnegar& [;(‘ Banl
arrive, at

C. P. DEVEREUX'S.
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=T ' HRITI. .U =, <],

Itusinesas 'ransnoted,
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A Generval lanking
Foreign Ixohnange., Corresapoinndoente-:
tlonal Bonk: Importers and 'randers,
Nutlonal Mfanlk.
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FPPanldant lass. X7

LADIES" AND N'lb\u
Gents’ Furnishing Gonds and

WANTED
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RESTAURANT - 20,000

THE CALIFORNIA  ©
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For Sale by |I. JACOBSON.
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VERTRERES & CO. |
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Icnmw’s“s--lq!u-MEHGHANTS T. W. DUANE, . Cieyine and pyeive
FLOUR, GRITS, CORN, HAY, OATS, BRAN. COTTON b
SEED MEAL & FERTILIZERS. | Choice BEEF, PORK, MUTTUN

OPPOSITE J. T. & K. W. R. K- SOUTH =114 | SAUSAGE
All Orders Will Receive Promot Attention and Ouick Shinmems Mate | and-S ot

iropscan Plans
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FOR SAT.FRH.
DRESSED LUMBER OF ALL KINDS. J F Tenney & Son

" FEDERAL POINT, FLA
ADDHE== . HAWTHORNE
| fant ot ll\\il\-ll'h \1-117

0T YATTERLI

GARDNER & FATON. PALATKA ICE FACTOHY
Boots, Shoes,
and Rubbers!

Wholesale Dealers i any part of the cny

Fia
THIHRTY THO

WHOLESAVE

nyj

RET All DEALL

rrders ffrom o DMisinnoo

Will Receive Prompt Attention.
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Flour, Grain, Hay,
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A. N. EDWARDS & CO.

DEALERS IN

Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

Imported and Domestic Cigars
BILI.JARD PARI.OII=

Lime, Plaster,

Hair, Cemeni, Brick, Fertilizers

One of the gargest and most o

Bangor Orange Boxes,

Hoops and Heads,

best Sho= for the price, and that price always the |

The bar is provided with all the best acces-
sories, and is presidesd over by an acvomplish
od mixologist. The patrapage of the pabl
respectfuliy solicited. Good erder preser o ed
af all times my=2-11

Florida | water St=e=t —Hart's Block —Palatka. Florida

EF Remem

AT THE HORSESHOE LEMON STREET.

i BRANCH HOUSE AT SANFORD, FLA.

» give satisfaction. ber the place

Palatlka,




