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THE JEWISH WELFARE BOARD

AGAIN.

We have heard a number of expressions
regarding our editorial of last week on the
Jewish Welfare Board. There Is a surpris-

ing unanimity of opinion regarding our

stand, and that is, that we are correct. We

have heard nothing from the East regarding

the plans for the continuation of the Board.

But we know that the work if planned as

outlined is going on. If those who are

opposed to the permanency of the Board

keep quiet, the Board will certainly be made

permanent; if there are any objections to

this, in fairness to the members of the
Board, they ought to be made now.

We are reproducing here a letter received

a few days ago. It is from one of the most

prominent Jews in the Southwest; from a

man who has devoted a quarter of a cen-

tury or more to the welfare of the Jewish

people, and who has established for himself

an enviable position in the counsels of the
many organizations to which he has be-

longed. The letter is as follows :

June 16, 1919.

Dr. George Fox,
Editor The Jewish Monitor,

Fort Worth, Texas.

Dear Dr. Fox:
I read with considerable interest

your editorial relative to the proposed

continuation of the Jewish Welfare

Board on a permanent basis ; it is bo in

harmony with my own views concern-

ing the general tendency to make war

activities permanent that I want to as-

sure you of my full commendation of

the position you are taking.

The present situation to perpetuate
office-holdin- g is too apparent and re-

pugnant to enlist the sympathy of the
average layman who has been doing

social work for the love of it and not

for pay.

The immediate effect of the attempt-

ed perpetutation of temporary agen-

cies for relief, is not only to antagon-

ize those permanent forces which must

survive after the former will have pass-- .

ed out of existence, but it results in an

unforunate expenditure ol! money in du-

plication of effort, and in a disturbance

of already aligned organizations. I do

not believe that the general communi-

ties will be content to turn over their
social work to the welfare agencies es-

tablished by the government, and we

must see that the influences being used

toward that end, are correctly over-

come so that the nation may assume a

normal attitude in 'Jiis phase of its life,

as well as in many others.

I am especially opposed to the contin
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uation of the sectarian activities such as
the Jewish Welfare Board and the
Knight of Columbus, the two organiza-

tions which find apology for existence
during the war, on a purely religious
basis, and which under the general ten-

dency and temperament of the public, .

are liable to provoke a spirit of oppos-

ition, which would undoubtedly be

harmful to Jew and Catholic alike. I
trust that you will succeed in making
your opposition effective.

With personal regards, I am
Very sincerely yours,

J. K. HEXTER.

We expect many more letters of a similar
character. The opposition to the perman-

ency of the war-tim-e institutions Is much

stronger than many people think. And the

objections are valid. We would suggest one

thing however, which the writer of the let-

ter omitted, and that is, that the War Coun-

cil of the Y. M. C. A., just as the War Coun-

cil of the Knights of Columbus, are super-

fluous in times of peace. With this we are

sure Mr. Hexter would agree.

We have been told that one of the reasons

for the permanency of the Welfare Board

will be the large standing army of the Unit-

ed States. We will probably have, it is ar-

gued, 500,000 men in the army; among

these will be many Jews; they ought to

have their religious wants cared for; and

this can be done only by the Jewish Welfare

Board. .

In the first place, we believe that NO sec-

tarian organization has any place within

the army. There are chaplains to, take

care of the religious side of the men, and

if there is a large army like this, there will

be Jewish chaplains.

In the second place, there are at least

four organizations now existing and not

wartime experiences which are better able

to minister to the wants of the boys. We

enumerate them in case the reader might

have forgotten them: The B'nai B'rith,

the Y. M. H. A., the Union of American He-

brew Congregations and the United Syna-

gogue. We challenge anyone to prove that
we are wrong. The fact of the matter is

that long before the J. W. B. was organized,

the first three of these organizations were
ministering to the boys and they did it
well. The war made the job simply too big

for any one organization, and the Board
solved the question for the war.

But the war is over and with It ought to

go the war time organizations. We believe

that within the army there ought to be no
religious distinctions of an organized char-

acter. Ir. fact, one of the most important
of the war time welfare officials agreed

with us, as did a number of members of
Congress. The fact of the matter is that
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had the Y. M. C. A. not had as good a start
as it did, ALL religious organizations would,
probably have been put outside of the camp.
We were not ready to take care of our men
and the government took advantage of the
moral forces that could be found.

The Jewish Monitor has started this fight
on the permanency of the Jewish Welfare
Board in the interest of tne pre-w- ar organ-
izations and because there is no use of du-

plication of efforts which leads to waste and
confusion. We expect in this fight the co-

operation of the many who expressed them-
selves on many occasions as agreeing with
us. Those who are at the head of the Board
are big men and influential men. They are
not men who always take into consideration
forces outside of New York and the East.
We hope that those who have taken the po-

sition that the Jewish Welfare Board has
about ended its usefulness will have the
"backbone" to maintain their position open-
ly and publicly, if necessary.

o

JEWISH ORPHANS.
We have heard that a great deal of good

is being done by the plan of adopting or-
phans from various countries. It has often
occurred to us that it would be a fine plan
to have the same method as is applied to
Belgian and French orphans, applied to the
orphans in Poland and Galicia. We are cer-ta- in

that should such a plan be evolved
thousands of Jewish orphans would be adop-
ted.

There must be some vital reason that this
plan has not been tried by the American
Jewish Committee or the Distribution Com-
mittee. There is nothing that has a great-
er and a more impressing appeal to one's
heart than the appeal for an orphan, and
we suggest that the War Relief Committees
work out a joint plan by which there will
be put into practice, the possibility of adopt-
ing Jewish orphans m the war-ridd- en and
pogrom infested areas. It strikes us that
an arrangement could be made with the
Red Cross whereby this kind of charity
could be best handled.

JUDGE MACK RETURNS.
Judge Julian Mack, president of the

Zionist Organization of America, has re-
turned. He states in an interview, that he is
certain that the rights of the Jews in the
newly established countries will be properly
guarded, and that the aims of the Zionists
will be taken into consideration In the final
adjustment of the international situation.

Judge Mack is optimistic. But behind all
of this, there is much to be hoped for, at
least as far as the general European situa-
tion is concerned. Nothing is being said with
regard to the disposition of Turkey, and un-t- il
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for a Jewish Palestine will have to abide
in hope only. There is however, no doubt,
that whatever happens, Jews will have
equal rights in Palestine. A homeland may
not come now we feel sure it will not come
for some time, but at least, the bestial op-
pression of the Turkish assassin will cease.
For this, we will be thankful.


