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' Furthermore, the example t.f the eld-

ers pervading its air, made it a lower
of strength for the fost jrinj of Jew-ie- h

consciousness, became therein the
children stadily inhale! .ho religious
atmosphere surcharged wit!) Jewish

- fervor and loyalty. And, let us not for-

get, the impressions of the home never
fade: they become a permanent
possession of our make-u- p. Thus
the - religious econsicousness was
transmitted to the young who grew up
under the fostering care of the Altar-
like homes that the Jewish domestic
hearths assumed in their function as
centers of religious life.

Secondly, the Jewish home served as
a SCHOOL OF KNOWLEDGE, where
loyalty and devotion were inculcated.
As the seat of the historical observan-
ces, like Passover, Chanuccah and Pu-ri-

the home became the depository
of the past and the center of historical
consciousness. When the history of
the events of which the festivals were
commemorative, was explained to the
children, according to the biblical in-

junction "and thou shalt relate to thy
son," the traditions of the past became
familiar to the young by means of this
knowledge spread in the home. The
observance of the festival was not
unlike a lesson in history to the child.
Every Passover, for instance, the
story of the Exodus was rehearsed, as
on every Ninth of Ab was retold the
tale of the loss of political independ

ence. Thus they were made aware of
our history with its glories and sor-

rows. In this manner they became fer-
vently loyal to the past. They learned
to know and to love our history, teach-
ings and traditions.

Thirdly, the Jewish home functioned
as a SHRINE, where reverence and
respect pervaded the atmosphere.
Love and affection permeated the life
of the family. Even in the midst of
poverty, happiness and harmony pre-

vailed. Optimism and a spirit of sol-

idarity reigned supreme. Furthermore,
the leders practiced self-contr- ol and
restraint, while the young were taught
reverence and loyalty. The reverential
spirit, religiosity and faith in God
were ever present in the Jewish home,
inculcating moral earnestness, spirit-
ual intensity and ways of right living.

No wonder the picture of the typical
Jewish home of the centuries so fasci-
nates us even now. We read and speak
of it with wonderment and awe. When
we analyize its remarkable contribu-
tions to the making of Jewish life and
character, we cannot but pay homage
to it as a singular institution evolved
by the genius of the Jewish soul. In
addition to being the family hearth, it
had the singular merit of serving as
the seat of religious manifestations,
expressed in its three-fol- d character;
first, as ALTAR, where the religious
consciousness was fostered by means
of observances and ceremonies; sec
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ondly, as SCHOOL OF KNOWL-
EDGE, where the historical recollec-
tions were nurtured by inculcating
loyalty and devotion to the past; and
thirdly, as SHRINE, where reverence
and faith in God were preserved by
precept and example.

To our great sorrow it must be ad-

mitted that such a picture but con-

jures up in our minds something that
has passed into history. Alas, our
homes nowadays can in no wise be dif-
ferentiated from the h ones.
They are no longer distinctively Jew-
ish. Religions observances have been
banished from their premises, and
either have been relegated to the past,
or, what is still left of them, have been
delegated to the temple and the Sab-
bath School. The Seder, instead of be-

ing, as it should, a family function,
has become a congregational affair.
The Chanuccah lights are lit, not in
our homes, but in the religious school
as faint reminders to our children of
the glories connected with the heroic
struggle and triumph of the Macca-

bees. And the wonderful influences of
the Friday night home ceremony have
almost entirely disappeared from
among us, and their holy charms lost
to ourselves and to our children.

To be sure, not all of the olden ways
could be retained in our modified en-

vironment. The Ghetto flavor is fortu-
nately a thing of the past. New con-

ditions necessitate new interpreta
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tions. Nevertheless, enough of the
poetry and beauty that found their
place at the family fireside, can and
should be retained. They may be given
a modern setting to fit Into the day's
environment to add to our prosaic life
some of the fascinations of old. Many
of the prayers and the ceremonies
could be resuscitated to enhance the
fine flavor of the family surroundings.
Thus the Sabbath and holiday celebra-

tions may be revived In the home to
add to the joy of living, and secondly
to intensify our Jewishness. Then only
may our homes retain their former
glorious position as sources of spirit-
ual strength and as citadels of religi-

osity that they ever played in our his-

tory.

Especially before a great festival
like Fassover this thought naturally
comes to our minds. As we approach
the holiday marking the natal day of
Israel with his great duty and distiny,
as we remind ourselves of the ways
our fathers observed it. we cannot but
feel the powerful plea for the revival
of sacred sentiments in our homes. Do

not unload all the religious observan-

ces and practices, hallowed by the
centuries and reverently recalled, on
the slender shoulders of the Sabbath
School. The home is their place. Each
Jewish family should consider it a
duty and a matter of pride to restore
to its hearth in affectionate family
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ISEXSj

NITED TOST CO
OF FORT WORTH

Capital $1,000,000.00
Organized to Conduct a General Trust and Investment Banking Business.

Opening May 1, 1920
AT MAIN NEAR EIGHTH STREET

WHEAT BUILDING

Subscription books now open for a few days at 812 Main street, for small balance of unsubscribed portion

of capital stock. We reserve the right to reject any or all subscriptions.

EDWARDS, ROBERT n. AIKEN, President
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