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his name.” Paul also makes it the
“Be ye trans-

« Refigion a Life”
Text: John 4-14

A SERMON BY. C. E. VERMILLIA—
THE LIFE EXPLAINED AND
ILLUSTRATED.

heart of his message.
formed by the renewing of your mind.”
His emphasis of the fact that nothing
was of avail but a New Creature in
Christ, grows out of the same thot.
When Jesus thus spoke to the woman
he was aiming to reveal the true na-
ture of the religious life as he desired
all to understand it,
It seems like a waste of time to re-
iterate the fact that the religious life
is primarily a soul life. We have all
heard this time after time and have
long since come to accept it as a part
of our faith. There is such a thing
however as holding a truth and seeing
only part of its real significance. This
it has seemed to me may be the case
in our thot of the life within. In
fact this has been my own personal
experience. Only in recent years have
I come to see what I desire to em-
phasize as a necessary con-
clusion of the teaching of Christ in
regard to this Divinely inspired soul
life. 1 wonder if we have not thot
more about its withinness that of the
small in its inception, still has Within{rea) nature of the life itself, and its
it the forces and power which if con-  meaning. Let us now see if we can
served will bear itself on thru th15|l,robp the idea a little further, and
world with its varied experiences a“dit‘md something that will give us hope
stand forth at last made perfect andizmd encouragement in our efforts to
beautiful thru its efforts. Just as the  jealize the Christian ideal from day
small stream begun by the flowing o qay. “A well of water within Him
well selects and winds its way toward springing up unto eternal life,” what
she river or sea, sometimes bubbling js the fuller meaning of the same?
with seeming delight and sometlmesl We are all familiar with the idea
wnning deep and calm in apparent’that the inner life is the determiner of

Text: John 4-14, “The water that I
shall give him shall become in him
a well of water springing up unto
eternal life.”

Jesus here represents the life of
the soul which is inspired thru Him,
as being like a well of water which as
a spring is constantly bubbling forth
and over its bounds. It is a well
which has a spring for its supply, or
it might be understood from what we
know of an artesian well. Such a
well is characterized by freshness,
yolume and moving energy; it is liv-
mg water. Something like this says
Christ will be the life which I shall
arouse within the soul of those who
will drink at my fountain, a life which
is a life indeed,. a life which, tho

naditation, always makes

ifnue. tw grow and increase thru time
and’ eternity. Jesus here makes
much of” the life within the man or
hegter, which is the man, and indi-
cates that' in this I'ii'e is our salvation
and our-lope. In this robust, divinely
aroused’ and’ informed life, in this life
feeling the: tug of the perfect ideal,
and conscious of an upward drawing,
Hes the most trustworthy and depend-
able thing known to man.

The Life Explained: and Illustrated

This was no incidental remark
which Jesus made to the. woman, it
was one of the fundamental truths
of His Gospel. In fact it was the cen-
tral idea of his message and he fre-
quently. yea, constantly emphasized
the same: “I.am come says He that
they might have life, and that they
might bave it more abundantly.” “I
am the bread of life” * * “I am the
lght ef tlie- world, he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness but

Progress our conduct.
4nd: ever increases in volume, so thﬁ‘;’and aspirations determine the charac-
life. of the human soul when started|ter of the individual. This is a truth
an its: life evolving course will con-|

Its ideals and its loves

that we must not lose sight of and it is
one of the reasons why Jesus ad-
dressed himself to the culture of the
inner man. This however is not the
only significance the inner life should
have for you and me. The fact that
there is at the core of every one of us
that which is alive and not dead, is a
thing which few of us have ever thot
of as being important, I judge. Jesus
wanted life within that there might
be life without, but more than zall he
wanted the life itself, and it seems
to me that in his messages he is con-
stantly trying to bring his hearers to
see that the perpetuation of the life
itself is the important thing and a
thing of comfort to those possessing
it. “He that hath the Son hath life.”
He that hath the Son hath a kind of

can even sc¢ operate as to produce a

live animal, When we think of it from

this standpoint we say only God could
equal it in its ability. But wait, that
egg 8o rich in inherent power, so di-
vine In its capabilities, can not even
break the shell which surrounds the
inner content withoyt some warming

influence be brought to bear upon thé
same. Warm it to a proper tempera-
ture, and soen it begins to turob with

life, life so vigorous, and so well di-
rected in its efforts that the live ani
mal is made manifest. The applica-
tion of the heat, took the dormant or
sleeping life shut up within, and
awoke it with such tremendousness
that new results took place. I wonder
if your soul and mine is not somewhat
like that? We have some life, we are
of the earth earthly in most of it. We
have some divine aspirations, and
outlooks, but it is life devoid of the
warming influence of ‘the Divine spirit.
and without which the shell of earth
which surrounds does not seem to be
overcome. Touch the soul by the
presence of God thru Jesus Christ, and
the whole camp is awake In prepara-
tion for a new line of march. There is
a force in action which if properly
nourished, will ultimately shake off
this incorruptible body and take on
one which is Incorruptible. The shell
of life will be broken because the
soul has started to live in a new di-
rection, because the forces of the same
are now all being co-ordinated so as to
produce a result different from that
aimed at before. There is life within.
The very life itself which a man thus
has insists in breaking its bounds. It
is a well of water springing up. Thus
we see that the Life within to which
Jesus referred is the real self, im-
pregnated, so to speak’ by the Divine
presence and thus stirred unto a new
type of action. He came that we
might have life, that there might be a
living somewhat. He aims at a strong
and powerful, as well as an active
Soul life. This life is the inner, think-
ing, feeling, discriminating, loving,
longing, purpesing and willing some-
what which is ever driving the wheels
of our being. He desires a healthy,
robust, vigorous, soul life. Thru Him

men are to Iave power of soul,
strength of will, keenness of insight
and a healthy spiritual condition,

life made possible only thru the Divine
touch. The more I tlink of the hu-

man soul with all its se-called inher-

ent powers and the outcome of the
same the more I am inclined to think

shall have the light of life.” * * “He
that hatll the Son hath Life.” * »
Then it was said of him: “He is the
light that lighteth every man that
gometh Into the world.” * * “These
are written that ye may believe that
Jesus. is the Christ the Son of God,
and that believing.ye may have life in

of it as being very simifar to am egg.
This may seem to be a crde illestra-
tion, but it will help you to see my
point. Within the shelf of an egg,
are powers and foreces beyond number.
There are forees there wiich can so

which will be abfe to move tltru this
world and make it to serve man rath-
er than man to serve it. The plant
life will further illustrate’ my point.
Wlien the seed has heen properiy af-
fected from without it begins to grow.
That is the unseen life principle, -be-
gins: to aet and thru its activity,
every particle of substance in the
grainm, and certain portions fronr the
soil as well as from' the air are made
to serve its purpose. Upward it pushes

as “try hard”’

your own eyes.

It’s in sight, but out of reach.
As near to perfection in Clothes

making certain the greatest of

Suit,

and “know how”’

can make them, you’ll find in
STRAUS LABEL CLOTHES

MADE BY
Kuppenheimer—L-System —Fitform—Styleplus

$12.00 to $30.00

They 're made of sound, all wool fabrics.
styles are new and correct. The tailoring is the
best possible, giving them an indiscrible ‘‘some-
thing” which makes them different than the usual
kind, and its just this difference that gives the snap
that appeals so much to young men.

The

\Ve'd rather have you size up our Clothes with
It will be far more satisfactory to
you than having us praise them,

We’re waiting to show you your new Spring

wearing qualities.

N—orTolEk;iékerbocker Suits For Boys

This style of Suit has come inte great favor throughout the country. 2
goodly variety of different models, especially well made of good durable, all wool material,

We are showing a

Hats
We are mow showiog the
most advamced, styles for

Spring, both soft and stiff.

| Furnishing Goods |

{  Those who want the bestand
| latest in Spring Novelties, will
; find it here in great variety. I

Shoes

Our showing for Spring eclipses
anything we have ever oifered.
N:‘w lasts that fit and are comfort-
able.

Everything'—-to Wear For Men and Boys

CASSELTON

combine as to break the cold shelliand forms a stock, always thrust for-|WhAt oXygen it needs out of the air be- Iborn from above, have come thru it
which enclose- the same. These forces|{ward not by the guiding influence of | cause it hias a prineiple of life: control- '
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VALLEY CITY’S ECONOMY STOHRE |

East
Nain
Street

Specials for Saturday=

For Spring and: Summer wear.
Reinforced heel and toe.

: Children’s Fast Black Hosiery,

All sizes irom 5 to §6.
holds‘good on Saturday enly. Pair...... ......coo cooio :

.
pair 8¢
2 thred throughout.  Close- Knit.
This offer

sl Manufactured with

Shrde]. the highest chemical
ST skill. Large 12 ounce
M size, parchment wrap-
e ’ ped. Special per gc

Laces by the Bolt

We secured a selected lot of val-
encieunes lacesata low price.
T his lotcontains several pieces
worth l0c per yard. \We are offer-
ing you the benefitof this trans-
action. We will not cut the priec-
es but offer them to you :sz

in boltsof 12 yards for C

£ o per
;Seeds, package

L.L. May’s Famous Flower & Vegetable

...........................................

1c

P 17 qt. Gray Enameled
% Dishpans, 19c.

heavy steel base. Riveted side
handles.
Only one pan to each customer

Gray mottled
Enamel on

19¢

Large 17 qt. size for

count snow-white muslin.

Ladies’ Muslin Night Gowns, 49c.

These gowns are well made through and
tastily trimmed with laces and embroideries. Values you do
not expect to find at this low price of

Made
from fine

49c

Price per yard

' 64 inches wide, made from very fine grade of mercerized! yarn.
New and pleasing patterns for you to select; from.

9c

i LadieS’ Kid Gloves g:t';%?xtgf;‘lé? éomein black,ﬂgsc

tan, gray, and white. A special offering at per pair

ive satisfaction. Two

............

‘New line of Lace CurtainsTand Curtain
Materials just received.

that without alone, but by strength of

to the ultimate end I. e. fruitage. So

this is the all-important thing. Get
this right, revive or arouse it fronr the
heavens, and it will Begin to affect all
we do or think, and force us forward
in accordance with the regulating in-
fluences adopted thereby. Let God
touch this soul of ours so as to give us
a full realization of our spiritual des-
tiny and let the will thru this light
and inspiration come to themselves,
and the well of water begins to spring
up.

This life thus begun and perpetu-
ated thra the inspiration of the divine,
is to have some power in itself, it we
read the word of Jesus rightly. There
is strength, power and ability sug-
gested by the word of scripture. As
the life in the plant is the guarantee
of a proper outcome in the plant, so
the spiritually quickened soul is a
I:uarantee of a proper outcome in
your life and mine. In this life, thra
its discriminating powers, thry its
newborn ingight, by its loves, and its
renewed will, we are to find that
which will take us thru the daily re-
lations and bring us out with more
life than ever. In other words the aim
of Jesus is not to produce a lot of
spiritual punch and judies. He ean
take no delight in dressing and un-
dressing human dolls. He wants life
In you and me, big and strong. He
knows that i this life can be secured
and maintained that there will be no
question about the way it will conduct
itselt before life’s duties and privil-
eges. He has sald that he is the way,
but not the way in the sense that he
points out before hand every form of
action and every conclusion to which
you and I are to come. He gives no
one a vest pocket law book to which
he can turn before he acts in life. He
tells us not how we shall solve all the
difficulties we face, or what particular
deeds will be the fitting. All this is to
be cared for, but, we having life thru
Him, we are not dead somewhats just
reading off his rules. but living minds
with his motices and divinely in-
spired sense selecting the things which
will be in keeping with the inherent

ambition. The plant again, takes just

ing its every act. Seo you and' I'are Ioi

do the tHing which will help the life to |

become- bigger, becanse of the: powt:-rf
i

in your life and mine there is a spirit |Of the life to sefect the same. Our re-
propelTer, and the life: and vitality of [ lations to our own chitdren will throw | Should I say; “Like

a little: light oir this thot. We advise |
our children a great deal, but no fathier

idea titat he can settle nothing for Him-
self. We show him how to saw the
first board to & line, but we take more
deliglit in seeing him with his father
inspired mind, learn how to guide the
saw, than when we do it. Nothihg in
fact pleases us more than to see the
life within tie boy move him to exer-
cise his own mind, inspired by us and'
our ideal: You have sometimes seen
your child planning to do - his work
well, with the thot that it will please
the parent. Like Jesus he is doing
the things that wil? please his father
and the father rejoices that he is do-
ing it and not the father. The father
inspires but the child acts, and they
are his ewn acts. The father is there
in great power, buat the child is there
also the more, because he feels that
the father’s ideal is his and he is
striving to attain the same. Jesus does
not come into this world to do a man’s
work, or to supplant him in his soul
action, He comes to quicken the life
of the man so that he will be able to
do his own work. It is a vigorous seul
life headed in the right direction, and
always forging forward in the light of,
the ultimate ideal to which it is to at-
tain, that Christ aims at and, this se-
cured, he knows that the life is safe.

This vigorous life which is at the
center of our very being, because it Is a
growing and living somewhat, is that
which saves us from shipwresk. This
is true both for the Christian today
and also for those who have gone bhe-
fore. When we think of the abundance
of superstition and ignorance as well
as -error, which have prevailed in the
minds of Christians of all ages, we
can but wonder how they have come
thru it all and not made shipwreck of
the life . We are so hungry for the
truth and so confident that what we
believe must all be true that when we
realize the facts of life as they are and
have been, we stand amazed before
them. Some lives indeed have heen
wrecked, but the bulk of the lives

all, now. clinging to this idea, and now
to that. Thrw it all the steady, and

life within. The life' of the plant is|pe hig with life power, and choose arnd | divinely informed stream of life has
: it{t salvation and the Hhealthiness of it
is a guwarantee that it will hold itself

made progress. The saints have es-
caped as the redeemed who washed
their robes in the Blood of the Lamb.

the redeemed,”
who bave waslied their robes in the
blood of the lamb?™ Neo this is not

wants: his child to grow up with tlhe|correct. They are the redeemed them-

selves. As Joln says these are they
which come out of the great tribula-
tion, and they wasted their robes and:
made them white: in the blood of the
Lamb, Therefore: are they before the
throne of God.” It seems to me that
these words were: spoken of those who!
have been trying to let the life within,
live, those who have struggled on,
dodging, first this way and that, both
to avoid danger and to secure a safe
footing. These are they who were safe
not hecause of perfect beliefs alone
and the permanency of their positions,
but because of the bubbMng, struggling
and onward pushing life within which
insisted on finding a way of living,
The vital thing was not the belfef
alone by which life lived, but the life
that wanted something by which to
live for the time being, at least. Only
as we come to grasp this truth can we
see how the human soul can live on
with so much error coupled with fts
so-called truth. We believe something
but usually it is enly part of the truth,
or a little more than the same. In
this condition what is it that saves us,
and enables us to make progress? We
are saved by the life within, which
knows its destiny sufficiently to hold
itself in ‘the right direction. The
soul’s aim and its insistance on realiz-
ing that aim, its life and growing push-
ing ability, is the thing wherein lies
safety. Not all our beliefs will be ab-
solutely pure and beyond correction
as time passes by. Error no doubt has
always been a part of your belief and
mine ,thru it all the soul life, unrecog-
nized by us, has been of the kind that
wormed tiself forward in spite of some
error, thus coming to a more per-
fect knowledge. Like the plant,
again, which insists on growing even
where the odds are against it, so the
soul has gone on in its life, Living, in
fact, is much like the conduct of one
trying to escape the hullets of an
enemy in the forest,” first this tree
and’ then that serves as a protection

which have been of the sort that areluntll at last a sufficient distance has

been placed hBetween the enemy and
the fleeing man. The various trees.
were not very good protection but they
were the' best devisable. The trees
were not the things being defended
but the life: whick was bent on getting
into safe cover. The trees and the
enemy were all' in the woods, but the
life struggling for safety was mightier
than the woods, and it was the thing
which was making for safety. The
winding course of a stream which
worms its way around hills thru
woods and across: plains which seem
te be constantly presenting insur-
mountable obstacles, nicely illustrates
the action of thie life which is born
from ahove. As we behold the stream
Wwith its serpentine course, we almost
wonder how it is that it has not got-
ten lost, and forgotten the great sea
tite beckoning of which it has seen, A
stream never loses its way. It takes:
a long time and' covers a considerable
territory sometimes, but it never
#lves up, the energies of all its volume
push it forward, and some time after a
Jong and tedious struggle against the
uncertainties of its course, it will lay
its weary head on the great bosom of
the deep and In a shert time will Be
Inlled Into peaceful sleep. The draw-
ing of the sea and the force of its
own body has held it on its way.
Sometimes the opposing banks have
seemed Ingarmountable, but it has
only walted and deepened, until at last
it was able to make its obstacle the
Benerator of stremgth sufficient to
conquer,  Agaln across its way, there
has been hurled steop precipices as if
to try its faith and confidence. Pre-
clpices never stop g stream. With
one mighty leap It rushes into the
seeming abyss, only to find that the
leap of faith was the way to new life,
and all its energies for the time seem
spent in dancing and sparkling midst
the spray of a new hope.
(To be continued)

FOR RENT—By month or season.

pasturage for horses and cattle. O.

P. Enerson farm south of Valley
City. 4-3-3tw*
Do you want hot-bed sash? We

have a few odd storm sash that are
just the thing. You can buy them for
50 cents on the dollar. Rogers-Jeffrey
Lumber Co. 3-25-2d-2w

- The Times-Recora has a full |ine of
carbon paper. Phone your order,




