
County Commissioners 
Official Proceedings 

Valley City, N. D. July 21st, 1914 
BoaTd met pursuant to adjournment. 

All members present. 
The day was spent equalizing the as­

sessment of Leases on Right of Way 
as to assessment of years 1908, 1909, 
1910,, 1911, 1912 and 1913. Notices 
having been sent to all persons holi 
ing right of way leases to appear on 
above date and show cause why said 
assessment should not be made. 

The following named parties appear 
ed and entered protest: 

L. S. B. Ritchie, attorney for Carpen-
ter-Nuemann Lumber Company. Val­
ley City. 

E. B. Stull and J. H. S. Thomson for 
Farmers Elevator Company. 

John Laird for Occident Elevator 
Company. 

Otto Zetterberg, for Zetterberg 
Brothers. 

L. L. Knutson of Nome for Cullen 
Lumber Company. 

Lee Cowell for Frank Towne. 
Martin Dahl, J. J. Earley for Episco­

pal church. 
E. E. Elliot of Sanborn, Will Smith 

and August Evert for Farmers Eleva­
tor at Pillsbury. 

F. W. Heidel for Wesley Normal. 
Complaints having been heard, no­

tations were made and considered lat­
er. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried that for the purpose of equalizing 
the values placed on Leased sites by 
the Tax Commission, the values as set 
by said Commission are herby ignored 
and the following Assessment made, 
and Auditor instructed to list said 
property in Book 1, "Property having 
escaped taxation" for years 1908, 1909, 
1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913 except where 
it was shown that the parties had not 
been the owner of said lease for above 
years, these were only assessed from 
the date of lease. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried the Board adjourned to meet at 
nine o'clock a. m., July 22nd. 1914. 

Attest: C. W. NELSON, 
Auditor Barnes County, N. D. 

Valley City, N. D., July 22nd., 1914 
Board met pursuant to adjournment. 

All members present. 
The forenoon "was spent checking 

Structures on Right of Way aa asses­
sed by the Tax Commission for years 
1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913, 
was not considered as it being the opin 
ion of the Board that said Structures 
had been assessed for said years un­
der other headings. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried it was decided that all personal 
property as listed by the Tax Commis­
sion and certified for review, be not 
considered as the Board is of the opin­
ion that all said property had been as­
sessed heretofore, as shown by sworn 
affidavits on file. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried it was agreed that all property, list 
ed by the Tax Commission for taxation 
such as churches, Lodges, Dormator-
ies and Boarding halls, etc., be not 
considered or assessed as provided for 
under Chapter 290, Session Laws of 
1911, and act to amend Section 1484, 
Revised Codes of 1905 and Chapter 218 
Session Laws of 1907, until such time 
when the Supreme Court has passed 
upon, said question. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried the Auditor was instructed to noti­
fy all persons in Barne County having 
diamonds to appear at the office of the 
County Commissioners on Saturday, 
July 25th, 1914, and show cause why 
they should not be assessed for dia­
monds for year 1914. 

On motion duly seconded and car 
ried the Board adjourned to meet at 
nine o'clock a. m., July 25th, 1914. 

Attest: C. W. NELSON, 
Auditor Barnes County, N. D. 

Valley City, N. D., July 25th, 1914, 
Board met pursuant to adjournment 

All members present except Commie 
sioner Kretschmer. 

Notices having been sent to parties 
owing diamonds to appear if they so 
desire and show cause why they should 
not be ussessed for same. 

Part of the forenoon was spent dis 
cussing values and after due consid 
eration, the folowing parties were as 
sessed as follows: 
Robert Anderson,. Valley City 80.00 
H. C. Aamoth, Valley City 30.00 
Sam Blank Valley City 75.00 
E. H. Brigs, Valley City 75.00 
M. J. Boyd, Valley City 15.00 
K. A. Bonhus, Valley City — 100.00 
Robert Burt (Mrs.) Valley City 20.00 
Lee Combs, Valley City 50.00 
Burl Carr, Edna 50.00 
Fred Carr, Valley City 75.00 
Walter Coop, Valley City 30.00 
A. B. Cox, Valley City 25.00 
W. T. Craswell, Valley City .. 20.00 
Mrs. Geo. W. Critchfield, Valley 

City 40.00 
Mrs. Wm. Coop, Valley City .. 25.00 
Geo. W. Drake, Valley City .. 25.00 
E. S. Del Lancey, Valley City . 20.00 
J. J. Earley, Valley City .... 30.00 
O. P. Enerson, Valley City ... 40.00 
Geo. A. Pridd, Valley City .... 20.00 

Knute Froysaa, Valley City .. 20.00 
P. E. Featherstone, Valley City 20.00 
J. E. Featherstone, Valley City. 20.00 
J: D. Gray, Valley City 20.00 
A. H. Gray, Valley City ...... 60.00 
James Grady, Valley City 125.00 
C. K. Hills, Valley City 20.00 
Sam Hall, Valley City 20.00 
B. J. Haaland, Valley City 10.00 
CV. Isaacson, Valley City .... 20-00 
J. E. Jones, Valley City 30.00 
N. A. Johnson, Valley City ... 25.00 
Geo. D. Kelsey, Valley City .. 15.00 
T. L. Larson, Valley City .... 20.00 
James Kelly, Valley City 20.00 
C. J. Lee, Valley City 25-00 
C. F. Mudgett, Valley City ... 40.00 
0. E. Mason, Valley City .... 35.00 
Hugh McDonald, Valley City . 25.00 
A. W. MacDonald, Valley City 20.00 
Edwin Mayland, Valley City . 20.00 
Sim Mason, Valley City 40.00 
Jas. R. Mclntyre, Valley City .. 20.00 
Arleigh Miller, Valley City .. 20.00 
H. M. Mason, Valley City .... 25.00 
Thos. McPherson Mrs.) Valley 

City 25.00 
C. W. Nelson, Valley City .... 30.00 
C. K. Otto, Valley City 25.0 
P. P. Persons, (Mrs.) Valley 

City 50.00 
Chas. L. Peterson, Valley City . 20-00 
W. H. Pray, Valley City 20.00 
A. P. Paulson, Valey City 20.00 
W. N. Palmer, Valley City ... 20.00 
H. A. Pressler, Valley City ... 20.00 
L. S. Platou, Valley City .... 75.00 
Frank E. Ployhar, Valley City . 20.00 
S. D. Reed, Valley City 20.00 
Mrs. Anna Sternberg, Valley City 50.00 
James W. Stull, Valley City .. 20.00 
Wm. Story, Valley City 100.00 
Geo. Stiles, Valley City 5"0.00 
W. W. Smith, Valley City 25.00 
01e Simenson, Valley City ... 20.00 
Frank Stanford (Mrs.) Valley 

City ! 50.00 
Leo Straus, Valley City 25.00 
A. C. Thorkelson, Valley City 20-00 
John Tracy, Valley City 35.00 
F. L. Ulm, Valley City 20.00 
J. Van Houten, Valley City .. 20.00 
Herman Winterer (Mrs.), Valley 

City 
City 80.00; 

W. J. Westergaard, Valley City 25.00 
Frank White, Valley City .... 25.00 
H. N. Walker, Valley City 20.00 
F. L. Wicks, Valley City .... 20.00 
Geo. M. Young, Valley City .. 50.00 
Otto Zetterberg, Valley City .. 25.00 
S. A. Zimmerman, Valley City 20.00 
George Aldahl, Valley City .. 20.0/ 
O. H. Aldahl, Valley City .... 20.00 
Ole Anderson, Valley City ... 30.00 
H. G. Arnsdorf, Valley City .. 20.00 
F. G. Bailey, Valley City 20.00 
A. G. Bonhus, Valley City .... 20.00 
J. A. Biggs, Valle yCity 5.00 
Chas. Burgess, Valley City .. 15.00 
James Algeo, Valley City 25.00 
O. A. Barton, Valley City 5.00 
R. W. Bassett, Valley City ... 20.00 
Steve Bush, Valley City 10.00 
Chas. Campbell, Valley City .. 8.00 
E. S. Cole, Valley City 10.00 
H. C. Dwight, Valley City 
W. W. Fritch, Valley City .. 
C. N. McGillivray, Valley City. 
H. B. Gray, Valley City 
Vernon Gale, Valley City ... 
Harry Jacobson, Valley City.. 15.00 
Mrs. Laura Knutson, Valley City 20.00 
Frank Lannon, Valley City .. 20.00 
W. L. Meyers, Valley City .. 10.00 
J. B. Meyers, Valley City 20.00 
Carl Myhre, Valley City 15.00 
Otto Neumann, Valley City .. 50.00 
H. E. Nelson, Valley City .... 8.00 
Carl J. Olson, Valley City 20.00 
Albert Perfect, Valley City 
E. J. Pegg, Valley City .... 
D. S. Ritchie, Valley City .. 
L. S. B. Ritchie, Valley City 
E. R. Roberts, Valley City . 
F. R. Schultze, Valley City 
A. S. Sigurdson, Valley City 
Herman Stern, Valley City 
Bert Stern, Valley City 20.00 
A. Stern, Valley City 20.00 
S. S. Tuttle, Valley City 10.00 
Wm. Wemett, Valley City .... 20.00 
L. S. Ward, Valley City 15.00 
H. E. West, Valley City 10.00 
1. Wold, Valley City 15.00 
C. C. Carnahan, Fingal 20.00 
C. E. Batcheller, Fingal 25.00 

E. Gordon, Fingal 25.00 
C. W. Pollock, Fingal 20.00 
M. N. Olson, Fingal 25.00 
A. J. Tolzman, Fingal 15.00 
James Collins, Valley City .. 25.00 
Geo. O. Goulet, Weimer 125.00 
J. W. Rode wold, Valley City .. 15.00 
P. R. Trubshaw, Valley City .. 20.00 
Wm. Burchill, Baldwin ...... 75.00 
Frank Heimes, 4th Commission­

er District 25-00 
On motion duly seconded and car­

ried the Board adjourned sine die. 
Attest: C. W. NELSON, 

Auditor Barnes County, N. D. 

Valley City, N. D., July 25th, 1914. 
Board met pursuant to adjournment. 

All members present except Commis­
sioner Kretschmer. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried the bridge petition of John Koch 
and others, asking for a bridge across 
the Sheyenne River between Sections 
26 and 35-143-58 . All members voting 
'Yes." Hanson, "No," petition was 
granted. 

Commissioner Cox offered the fol­
lowing resolution and moved its adopt­
ion: 

Whereas the Board finds the esti­
mated expenses of the County of 
Barnes, State of North Dakota, for the 
year 1914, to be as follows: 

County Auditor |240t).00 
County Auditor Deputy 1020.00 
County Auditor First Clerk.. 900.00 
County Auditor Second Clerk 780.00 
County Auidtor Additional 

Clerk 520.00 
County Terasurer 2400.00 

1020.00 
450.00 

2000.00 
780.00 

2000.00 
720.00 

County Treasurer Deputy 
County Treasurer Clerks . 
County Judge 
County Judge Clerk 
States Attorney 
States Attorney Assistant 
States Attorney Clerk 400.00 
States Attorney Office Ex- \ 

penses 75.001 
Register of Deeds 2000.00 
Register of Deeds Deputy .. 1020.00 
Register of Deeds Clerks 1200.00 
Superintendent of Schools .. 2000.00 
Superintendent of Schools 

Field Deputy 1200.00 
Superintendent of Schools 

Office Deputy 1000.00 
Superintendent of Schools 

20-00 
20.00 
30.00 
20.00 
15.00 

15.00 
10.00 
15.00 
20.00 
25.00 
20-00 
20.00 
15.00 

Valley City, N. D., July 21st, 1914, 
Board met pursuant to adjournment 

All members present. 
On motion duly seconded and car­

ried the Board adjourned until July 
22nd, 1914 at three o'clock, p. m., to 
meet as Equalization Board. 

Attest: C. W. NELSON, 
Auditor Barnes County, N. D. 

Valley City, N. D., July 22nd., 1914, 
Board met pursuant to adjournment. 

All members present. 
A large delegation of Tax Payers J Coroner, Juror and witness 

from Township 142, Range 58, appear­
ed before the board regarding the 
building of a bridge and also the con 
dition of the Emery hill. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried Dr. Spear of Nome was appoint­
ed as Assistant County Physician for 
balance of the year. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried the board adjourned to meet at 
two o'clock p. m., July 25th, 1914. 

(Attest:) C. W. NELSON, 
Auditor, Barnes County, N. D. 

Clerk of District Court 2000.00 
Clerk of District Court Deputy 720.00 
Jurors 3000-00 
Witnesses 1000.00 
Stenographer 500.00 
Attorney by order of Court .. 250.00 
Justice fees •••• 600.00 
Witness, Juror and Constables, 

Justice Court 500.00 
County Commissioners 1st Dis­

trict 275.00 
County Commissioners 2nd Dis­

trict 350.00 
County Commissioner 3rd Dis­

trict 400.00 
County Commissioner, 4th Dis­

trict 300.00 
County Commlssioneds 5th, Dis­

trict 300.00 
Telephone, drayage, postage 

and express 1300.00 
Insurance 200.00 
Feeble Minded 1000.00 
Wolf Bounty 300.00 
Teachers Institute 400.00 
Tuberculosis 450.00 
Better Farming Appropria­

tion - 2500.00 

pany to prepare plans for a new steel 
bridge to be built on Section line be­
tween Section 26 and 35, Township 143 
Range 58, and across the Sehyenne 
River. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried the Auditor was instructed to ad­
vertise for bidg to be opened Septem­
ber 7th, 1914, for a bridge across the 
Sheyenne River on Section line be­
tween Sections 26 and 35, Township 
143, Range 58. 

On motion duly seconded and car­
ried the Board adjourned to meet at 
ten o'clock a. m., August 3rd, 1914. 

Attest: C. W. NELSON, 
Auditor Barnes County, N. D. 

W A N T S  

Total 67100.00 
Plus 3355.00 

Total 70455.00 
Less fees of County officers 

and hospital 13455.00 

Total levy for General Fund 57000.00 

County Road 2500.00 
Plus 5 per cent 125.00 

Total 2625.00 
County Bridge 6500.00 

Plus 5 per cent 325.00 

Total 6825.00 

Statement of Bonded Indebtedness: 
Refunding bonds due Novem­

ber 17th, 1910, per cent 20000.00 

Cash on hand, Interest and 
Sinking Fund 10335.00 

Total debt of County 9665-00 
Interest on outstanding Bonds 1000.00 
Sinking Fund 2,000.00 

Be it hereby resolved that the fol 
lowing Levy of taxes for year 1914, 

Here Is A Chance 
For You To Win The Piano. 

On Saturday, August ist, and Monday, August 3rd 
we are going to give 5000 votes on every box of 
Talcum Powder sold. Tell all your friends about it, 
and bring them in to get a good supply. We have a 
good supply of all the popular kinds. Take advantage 
of this special chance to collect votes. 

We have a handsome prize for the contestant 
bringing in the largest count of votes on the first Wed. 
in August. Come in and let u& give you some 
pointers on how to get votes. 

CITY DRUG STORE 
"The Store of Better Values" 

C. JV. ncGILUVRAY, Proprietor 
Dhnno a Q/v Free Mlvsy 
f l l U l I C  I O U  M a i n  S t a e e t ,  V a l l e y  C i t y ,  N o .  D a k .  

Mileage 1200.00 
County Surveyor 125.00 
Sheriff 2400.00 
Sheriff Deputys—2 2040.00 

be and the same is hereby made, td 
wit: 
County General 57000.00 
County Roard 2625.00 

Assessors 100.00 
Janitor 780.00 
Teamster 300.00 
Board of Health 400.00 
County Physician • 500.00 
County Physician Assistants.. 525-00 
County Poor 1400.00 
County Hospital, New Equip­

ment and repairs 800.00 
County Hospital, Fuel 400.00 
County Hospital, Telephone.. 50.00 
County Hospital, Lights 250.00" 
County Hospital Express 20.00 
County Hospital, Feed foT stock 175.00 
County Hospital, Books and 

Stationery 50-00 
County Hospital. Groceries ..1600.00 
County Hospital Drugs 500.00 
County Hospital Clothing 50.00 
Salary of Superintendent Coun­

ty Hospital ..1020.00 
Salary of Manager County 

Farm 600.00 
Salary of Nurses County Hos­

pital 1900.00 
Salary of Servants County Hos­

pital 1000.00 
Miscellaneous 500.00 
Board and supplies of prison-

ers 1200.00 
Light, fuel and repairs Court-

WANTED.—Sweet milk and cream at 
505 Fifth Ave., Vailey City. Phone 
570. (7-30-3tw*) 

FOR SALE.—1The owner desires to 
sell at once the EV& of Sec. 10-141-
58. Nearly all under cultivation with 
the exception of grove of trees, lo­
cated directly adjoining the Getchell 
Prairie school and church. For 
terms inquire of John Tracy. 

(7-30-2tw) 

FOR SALE.—One driving horse, one 
buggy, one single harness.. E. Bau-
mann, 520 11th Ave. (7-30-3tw*) 

Sheriff Bookkeeper 360.00(County Bridge 6825.00 
Sheriff Mileage 1200.00 (County Interest on outstanding 

bonds 1000.00 
County Sinking Fund 2000.00 

COUNTY SCHOOL FUND, 2 mills 
on each dollar valuation on all taxable 
property of the County. 

FOR MAINTENANCE OF STATE 
SCHOOLS, 1 1-8 mills on each dollar 
valuation on all taxable property of 
the County. 

FOR COUNTY FAIR, % of 1 mill 
on each dollar valuation on all taxable 
property of the County, as provided 
for under Chapter 14, Art. 2, R. C. of 
1905, and Session Laws of 1911. 

FOR MAINTENANCE AND SUP­
PORT OF CONUTY INSANE; under 
provisions, Section 8, Session Laws of 
1907 and amended by Chapter 155, 
Session Laws 1911 6000.00 

FOR COUNTY ROAD; % mill on all 
taxable property of the County as pro­
vided for tinder Chapter 122, Session 
Laws of 1913. 

Roll call—All members voting "Yes" 

Be it further resolved that a levy 
be made of 1 mill on each dollar val­
uation on all taxable property In the 
County as a Building Fund for year 
1914, as provided for under Section 

PHONE YOUR WANTS — To the 
Times-Record: "Classified Ad." 
will get results for you. 

PEPPERY COMPOSERS. 
Masters of Music Who Had Nice Tem­

pera of Their Own. 
Even In the presence of his royal 

pupils Handel woukl sometimes fly into 
most violent passions. 

"You forget yourself, Mr. Handel.** a 
court attendant said reprovingly on 
one such occasion. "You should show 
more respect to her royal highness!" 

"Royal highness!" snorted the musi­
cian contemptuously. "Bnb! De re­
spect is due to mel There are many 
brlncesses, but only one Handel 1" 

On another occasion, when George L 
sent a message summoning blm to an 
Interview, he returned this answer: 

"Dell his bajesty he bust wald. By 
tlbe Is bore lmbordant dan blsr 

Viotti. the famous French musician 
of the eighteenth century, had an 
equal contempt for royalty and an ex­
aggerated opinion of himself, as the 
following story shows: One day he 
was summoned to Versailles to play 
before Marie Antoinette and the court 
The performance had begun; the open­
ing bars of bis favorite solo command­
ed breathless attention, when a cry 
was heard: 

"Place for Mgr. the Comte d'Artels!" 
At the sound Viotti Immediately 

ceased playing, cast an indignant 
glance at his audience, placed his vio 
lln under his arm and walked out til 
the place. 

When Marie Antoinette once inquire 
ed of Gluck how his new opera was 
progressing be answered, "Madame, it 
Is nearly finished, and I assure you it 
will be superb," a conceit which was 
rivaled by that of Meyerbeer, who, 
when a friend declared that If any­
thing better could be composed than 
one of his rival operas he would dance 
on his head, answered, "If that Is so 
I should advise you to start practicing 
at once, for I have Just commenced 
the fourth act of The Huguenots!"" 

Even Haydn, usually the most mod 
est of men, showed at times that be 
bad as good an opinion of his own 
merits as any of his admirers. On 
one occasion, when a friend Baid to 
him of his "Salomon" symphonies, 
"Sir, I am strongly of opinion that you 
will never surpass these wonderful 
symphonies," he answered placidly, 
"No; I never mean to attempt the lm-
possibler* 

WAY OF A TRAIN IN SPAIN. 
Even the Expresses Creep Along as 

Though They Were Weary. 
The train this morning la a correo 

(express), but everything Is so new 
that you feel no more hurried than the 
train and rather enjoy its ways. It 
creeps into the station Quietly and 
carefully, aa If In fear that some hen 
might have laid one of those numerous 
fine Spanish eggs on the track and It 
talght set broken In a too reckless ap­
proach. Sometimes—but this doesn't 
happen frequently—It slows up when 
near to one of the smallest of the mill* 
tltudlnoos stations and sneaks by 
without stopping, as If ashamed or 
afraid. 

When It does come to a standstill It 
listlessly slides back a bit and then 
slides forward a bit and then rights 
Itself once more and then straightens 
op with a Jerk, as If It were tired and 
Its muscles not obedient to wilL Then 
for a few moments every one cautious­
ly waits to see what further It Intends. 

About the time It Is thoroughly stop­
ped some one pulls at the cord attach-
ed to the tongue of the station bell and 
gives three signals to let the passen­
gers—and any one else who may be 
Interested—know that the train has 
officially arrived, and a station em­
ployee calls out, "San Pablo, ocho ml-
nutoal" meaning that there will be 
eight minutes of waiting. — Grant 
Showerman In Atlantic. 

house and jail 1100.00,2419. Revised Codes of 1905,. Roll call 
Books and Stationery 2000.00 
Printing and advertising 2000.00 
Insanity 175.00 

—Cox, "Yes"; Conlon, "No"; Heimes, 
"Yes"; Hanson "Yes.* 

On motion duly seconded and car-
Coroner 100.00,ried the Auditor was instructed to 

50.00 write the Fargo Bridge and Iron coin-

One of the Family. 
8tranger—I notice your name Is De 

kfaryon. Are yon related to the 
wealthy De Maryons of Belgravla? 

Poor bat Respectable De Maryon-
I am a—a distant relative, sir. 

"Indeed! How distant?" 
"Well, sir, as distant as they can 

kee& mar- — 

ASINGULAR 
LETTER 
By JOHN Y. LARNED 

We don't know how many cases hav# 
occurred where minors have been swin­
dled out of their Inheritances by rela­
tives, guardians or executors, but there, 
are quite a number.of such instances 
on record. When we remember what 
a temptation a fortune is and the 
number of unscrupulous persons In the 
world it is a wonder that there are not 
more such cases. 

When I was in the high school I 
formed an attachment for a girl nam­
ed Hazel Mansfield. She belonged to 
a wealthy family, while my parents 
were poor. Indeed, when I went to 
college I was obliged to work my way 
by teaching and other expedients. I 
parted with Hazel Mansfield when we 
were graduated at the high school and 
did not meet her again for many 
years. 

After leaving college I studied law 
and In time put out my shingle as an 
attorney. I had not'practiced long be­
fore I received by mail a copy of a 
book handsomely, bound and altogether 
quite an acceptable gift After tearing 
off the cover, which was much soiled, 
I 'looked eagerly on, the flyleaf for the 
name of the donor and was surprised 
to find the leaf as.blank as the day It 
came out of the manufacturer's hands. 
I ran through the pages, expecting 
that a card would^appear, but found 
none. Then I opened/ the, book and 
shook it There was nothing In It 

I examined the writing on the cover, 
which was.ln a woman's hand, but It 
was not familiar to me; at leaBt I did 
not remember it I was addressed as 
an Individual, not as a lawyer. I looked 
all over the wrapper, but saw nothing 
to give me any clew. The book, con­
sidering the way it came tolne, was 
a mystery. /• 

A few days later I concluded to read 
the book, hoping that there might be 
something In the text that would sug­
gest an explanation. It was a book of 
travels and to me very dull. I was 
about to give up its ,perusal vfhen I 
came to a light lead pencil martunder 
the word "my.'V I noted the fact and 
read on. On (the next page the word 
"dear" was'slmllarly underscored. This 
began to look .as though I was on the 
track of something. I now ceased to 
read, but looked for another marked 
word. It was "old." The next »was 
"school." I was somewhat disappoint­
ed, for "my dear old school" meant 
nothing to me. But I turned the leaves 
till I came to the word "mate." 

These five words were a revelation. 
My mind at once turned back to my 
school days, but I had a number of 
friends among them and'could not set­
tle on any one who would be likely to 
senfl me any such mysterious commu­
nication. I read on and Evolved the 
following sentence: "I need , both* a 
friend and a lawyer." At this point I 
was so eager(to^learn who was my 
correspondent * that ,IV turned to the 
back of the'book and examined.lt from 
the end to the beginning. Here I 
found letters, not words,f underscored. 
The first letter marked', was a "d," 
the next an "l,"*the next-an "e," the 
next an "1," the,next an "f." I knew I 
was noting, the letters backward and 
kept trying by reading them In reverse 
order. When I came to the "f I no­
ticed that thus far they spelled "field." 
Four letters more, read also In reverse, 
gave me "mans."vThe two syllables to­
gether gave "Mansfield."# 

Could the communication come from 
my old chum Hazel Mansfield? I looked 
eagerly for the next letter, and, sure 
enough, it was an "1." I ran over the 
pages rapidly, coming to "e," "s," "a," 
"h," In sequence. 

Having discovered my correspondent, 
I was now Impatient to know why she 
had need of,a friend and a lawyer. 
Turning to the forward part of the 
book where I bad left off, I began 
again reading the message. It Inform­
ed me that the writer was' held a pris­
oner In a country house with no other 
near neighbors by the executor, of her 
father's estate. She was kept there 
waiting legal permission to place her 
In a retreat for feeble minded persons 
or to be disposed of In some other way 
that would enable the executor to ap­
propriate her estate. A part of this she 
knew and a part she surmised^ She 
begged me to do something to extricate 
her from her terrible position. 

Her reason for sending me the book 
was that she was not permitted to 
communicate with any one. She had 
found the book in the library and at 
times when she was not watched had 
underscored the words and letters that 
composed the message. She was per­
mitted to go out riding guarded by a 
woman who was her jailer. She had 
concealed the book, which she had 
wrapped, addressed and stamped, in 
her mufT and while being driven out 
managed, when the woman was look­
ing the other way, to drop it out of the 
carriage. 

All being explained, I went to work 
on the case at once, applying to the 
court for a habeas corpus, and before 
anything could be done by the enemy I 
got Miss Mansfield out of her jailer's 
possession. I unearthed so much ras­
cality that before long I had the ex­
ecutor of the estate fleeing to some for­
eign land, where he went Into hiding to 
keep out of jail. He had squandered 
one-half the estate that be had been 
appointed to manage, but I saved the 
other half for its legitimate owner. 

As the husband of the heiress I man­
aged the property so successfully that 
It is now what it was when her father 
4ied. 


