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TEACHER SHORTAGE:

The following paper on “The Teach-!

er Shortage—Its Cause and Conse-’
quemce” was read by Miss Margaret
McCarthy, Superintendent of the
Training School, before the members
of the Higher Professional Education
Department of the N. D. E. A, at its
meeting in Grand Forks.

“This country of ours is now passing

through a time of stress scarcely
equaled by any other period in our
history. Seldom if ‘ever before has
there been so great a need for well in-
formed men and women—sane, alert,
and well balanced—able to make
sognd judgments and fair in the im-
pression and execution of them.
a democracy education always is of
supreme importance. In these days of
class antagonism, of unrest and read-
justment, the emphasis of this fact is
impressed anew upon every thought-
ful person. Every gain that we as a
nation have made seems endangered.
Government of the people and for the
people must be by a people instructed,
/intslligent and trained in government
of ‘self if it is not to perish from the
earth. Our electorate must be a body
of men and women who shall meet the
problems of the hour with well di-
rected courage, who shall make and
keep our national existence safe.

We turn to the schools as the means
of solving our problem and what do
we find. At a time when we should
over reach our greatest endeavor of
the past, when mature men and wom-
en are needed to cope with the situa-
tion we find the many problems be-
ing faced by the immature, unexper-
jenced, and often absolutely incom-
petent. Not only this but for the first
time in our history we are faced with
the dificulty of having any kind of

schoo] at_all. . !

in January, 1920, the Commissioner
of Education reportéd 18,000 schools
closed and 40,000 supplied with teach-
ers whose. qualifications were below
the standard of the states in which
they were teaching. Three hundred
theusand out of the 650,000 school
teachers of the country were reported
‘as pelow any rezsonable minimum
stamdard of qualification. This fall an
investigation by the National Educa-
tiom Association indicates but little
improvement—more positions are ﬂl}-
ed but the number below standard is
in
Not only is an assured supply lack-
ing but figures go to show that the
supply is diminishing. From 1916 to
1926 we have a decrease of 30- per
cemt in graduates of 78 normal schools
of the country investigated, and 20
cent decrease \in the attendance
1916 to
1919. . Investigations also indicate
thet fewer and fewer of the talented
are coming from high schools into
teaching and whereas in 1890 men
made up 37.per cent of the teaching
population in 1910 this number had
fallen off to 22 per cent and in 1918

While the unusual economic and
industrial conditions through- which
we are passing has produced the gh-
max the causes for this condition
have been working for a longer period
of time and are therefor all the more

simister.
he largest percentage of the teach-
ing population is made up of women.
Tae last twenty years has been a con-
stantly widening field for the inde-,
woman worker, Formerly

él: two chief occupations open to her

in which she could maintain her social
standing were those of home making
and school teaching. At the present
time there are few positions not open
to ker and her right.is not questioned. |
Net only that but the business world

.hae learned from experience that men

and women possessed of a high degree
of skill in teaching are very valuable
in the management of people and they
are willing to pay for their services.
As a result many of the most aggres-
sive and talgnted have gradually left
for occupatidns in which they can
make more money than in teaching. Bt
we are going to compete with this sit-
uatnoin, salaries must be sufficient to
attract those possessed of native abil-
itw and ‘strength of character.
“Salaries have always been low but
with the increasing cost of living even,
vhe most loyal to the profession have
found it necesdary to forsake it.
Yeung’ people have not been prepar-
ing to enter it since the return from
the investment required for prepara-
tiem is not proportional.to that in
other professions. No one can doubt
their wisdom when we realize that
the medium salary paid to all elemen-
tary and high school teachers in 393
oities of the United States in the year
1918-19 is 40 per cent below that paid
the skilled and unskilled laborers and
employers in factories and shops
where the greater number employed
are women and girls.” People have
come to look with distain upon a pro-,
fdss'{1 which offers such nleager |

emeluments.
to inquire why this con-;
We are led to ing N huyri'sen et
remained in & pro-
such scant finan-

teachers have
:o:{ion which offers

cial rewards. Largely because the
great body of them have not thought
first of the pay. They have found
satisfaction in the work, their spirit-
ual rewards have been great, their as-
sociations congeniel. i

Then ‘again it has been difficult to
establish any concrete and tangible
criterion of success, and the public will
not gay for anything thé quality of
which is uncertain. The doctor’s in-
come is measured by concrete indi-
cations of success. A bridge builder

' can point to a definite work as his.

Not so with the teacher. Her influ-
ence can not be measured and is often
not felt till long after she has left a
position. Higher salaries we must
have but let us establish some stand-
ards for their distribution else we will
defeat the very purpose we aim to ac-|
complish. The well prepared, skilled
teacher resents the fact that her years|
of devotion and service is valued at
little more than the raw recruit. Some
teachers are not worth any amount,
the work of others can not be esti-
mated in dollars and cents.

The situation would be easy of so-
lution if salary were the only ques-
tion. The past year has shown that
the public will respond when it comes;
to a- full realization of the situation. !
Salaries are being offered which are
unprecedented. To earn more we must
be worth more. We must raise our
standards. We must do this not only,
to increase our earning capacity but
we must re-establish the profession
on such a basis that the men and
women of native ability and strong
character will consider it an honor to
be connected with it. The day should
come when we will require as muchl
training for teachers as for any other|
profession. . It has long been recog-
nized that the minimum standard of
qualification for . the elementary
school. should be two years beyond

business buildings and even factories
are superion in construction to our
school buildings. Often times they are
placed on the most undesirable land
in the locality, the environment for-
lorn and depressing. 'To a great ex-
tent they are designed and planned by
men who have no conception of school
problems. To what end do we train
young people in the rules of health,
satitation and Jlighting when every-
thing in the svkrroundings to which
they go makes for inefficiency along
these lines. Classes are held in all
sorts of places; ligtin

tion bad and toilet facilities demoral-:

izing. Usually the building must fit
the appropriation and this means a

certain Normal School campus is com-
posed of two stories of brick and the
third and top of wood. To my com-
ment on the peculiar style I received
the reply “Yes) it just looks like two
appropriations.” Teachers cannot do

tions.

Education is a public concern, = The
improvement of conditions is for the
good of the public.

i salaries is not alone for the benefit!

of those in service but for the sake
of securing other and better teachers
in the future. Teachers of some kind
we must have. The incompetent and
unskilled are costly at any price. The
money invested is not only wasted but
the time and opportunity of the child-
ren. The intellegence, virtue, and skill
of the nation is lowered.

Various suggestions have been of-
fered aiming to improve the situation,
chief among which are the following:

Higher salaries, including a merit
as well as a decent thrift salary.

Higher professional standards in-
cluding the incompetent and unpre-
pared.

Assurance of better equipment and

An increase in!

High School. Certainly no less should
be expected. Yet more than one-half
of all the teachers' of the United
States have had less than this. In
1916, 22 per cent of ‘the rural teach-
ers of the country had no High School

working conditions and live up to
: them. .

Promise of permanency.

A more general recognition on the
part of the public of the importance

M

“1 will 'just call to yo
American history. The

its independénce.
brings to us the thought of men giv-
ing their lives that this nation might
be undivided. On Armistice Day we
call to mind the time when the world
gave its best blood, running in streams
1 and rivulets, for the safety of the
!world. )

| “When time has modified our feel-

| Day. It means that no more will the
 High School boy leave his books and

| sacrifice of some of the essentials.| go to France to die. No more will lit-
i The manual training building on a!tle children be torn from their moth-

! ers’ arms.

“As the men were charging across
i the battle field the major fell and cried,
; ‘Lieutenant Carry Qo.’ He carried on,
but after a few steps he too fell, cry-
| ing ‘Sargeant, Carry 0o’ He bravely

' their best work under these condi-' ‘Carried On,’ and the objective was

| won.
“To you, sons of this great republic
they ery ‘Carry On.”” -
4 . M.

PLAY AS A MEANS
OF CHILD CONTROL

(By: Frances A. Gray)
! Parents seldom realize how often
i the child’s imagination and the play
iinstinct can be utilized in securing
: obedience.

Little Dick, age four, had been ill
"and was just recovering, so his moth-
'er was alarmed one cold winter day to
' discover that he had become thorough-
1y chilled and that his little hands
twere icy. In her effort to warm him

up quickly she tried to induce him to
idrink some warm milk.

i

late, absolutely refused. He threw
himself on the floor and screamed at
the idea of drinking warm milk. To
try to discipline a sick child and handle
such a fit of temper was a real prob-
lem, and even more than securing
obedience she was interested in get-

minds a'
few of the most important days in!
Fourth of. periences, do not the time when we|
July when the United States gainedl were misunderstood stand out very!

Decoration Day| distinctly and very bitterly in our!

But Dick,
who had grown somewhat irritable of

.

we love?
As we recall our own childhood ex-

minds ? '
A mother told me of a little child
who was angered almost into hyster-

i ies by having his lisp mimicked and
' mocked. “Do you want me to think
for you?” little John asked a guest in
the friendliest fashion. ‘Yes, indeed,

and ventila-! ings 1 believe that all nations will join' you darling, I want you to thing for
us in the celebration of Armistice!

me,” the visitor said laughingly imi-
tating his lisp. The child’s ears were
keen.
nunciation although his lips could not
yet form it and his face reddened as
he said in a grieved voice, “I didn’t
thay thing. I thaid thing.” *“Oh, you
precious lamb, thing for me or thing
for me—I don’t care. I just adore
that lisp of yours.”

Did she get the song—the child’s
offered gift to a guest? No, emphati-
cally no. She had killed the joy of
self expression. She had grieved the
boy and made him sulky and she had
truly been guilty of an act of rude-
ness to a trusting little child. .

And yet she thought that she loved
children! But she lacked the under-
standing of the sensitive nature of a
little child. Ridicule is even harder
to endure when one is four years old
than when he is fourteen or forty.

But rude and cruel as it is to laugh
at the mistakes of children, it is far
worse to laugh at their fears! Just
because we know that there are no
goblins lurking in the dark, we find it
difficult to understand the agony, the
actual suffering of a sensitive, timid
child who is forced to fight for his
fears all along.

“All lovers of children condemn the
ignorant nurse who threatens, “The
Boogey Man will get you in the dark

He recognized the correct pro-|

STUDENTSCLEAN,
CHASE, AND EAT

| At half past one on Friday after-
noon students and faculty members
! agssembled at the auditorium. After
"brief instructions by Mr. Seymour all

left for the school-yard to take part
in the cleaning-up process. Each class
had a certain part of the yard te .
clean Everyone was ready for work
and all took turns at raking and haul-
ing leaves.

At three o'clock a whistle sounded
which brought every one to the maia
entrance. This was for the purpose of
starting a ‘“hare and hound” chase.
The Junior class was divided into twe
groups of hares, each provided with a
leader. These groups together with
their enlisted faculty merbers started
out in different directions, going as
fast as they could over fields and
through woods. They left paper as
they went so the hounds might find the
track. About twenty minutes later,
two groups of hounds composed of alt
the other classes began the chase.
They tried to follow the trail of the
hares and catch them before they -
could get back home. The hounds
had a keen sense of smell. This was
proved by the fact that some found
i & short cut across the fields and met
one group of hares as they were start-

ing for ‘home.

All heres and hounds were back at
the gravel pit by five o’clock. Here
ample justice was done to a generous
supper served by some of the faculty
members. A box of delicious Spitzen-
berg apples, donated by H. E. Tay-
lor was greatly appreciated by the .
classes. During the meal each one
hoped his class might receive the big
candy box Miss Noll was carrying.

This box was known to contain the
know one mother who came home aft- | Prize for the class winning in the
er making some afternoon calls and; chase. It was given to the fourth
found her little son in bed with a| Year class led by Miss Mason. When
high fever and in his delirium he cried | the box was opened to taste the candy,
out over and over again, “Don’t let| @ rabbit was found!

tonight if you don’t mind -me.” I

| gerous propaganda sown in the fertile

education-at all and 56 per cent less |

than four years in High School. We
have no reason to believe that condi-
tions have improved since then. Re-
membering that the teacher makes the
school, is it any wonder that we haye
5,500,000 people in this country who
can not read and write the English
language. We as a people are reap-
ing the rewards of our past policy in
the results of the discontent and dan-

fields of illiteracy. A stream can rise
no higher than its source.

In addition to insufficient salaries
and lowered standards the question of
tenure of office has tended to dis-
courage those who might under favor-|

of the teachingi'‘profession.
Adequate teacher training institu-
tions and sufficient funds to maintain
them at a maximum of efficiency.
Serious as the situation is now, ‘it
also offers to the teachers within the
profession opportunities they have
never had before. The attention of
the public is focused on the school and
those responsible for them as never
before. Shall we avail ourselves of
the opportunity and prove ourselves
true to the trust by initiating compre-
hensive policies and establishing a
school system worthy of our demo-
cracy? Or shall we allow others to
initiate the reforms from without?
We, too, have obligations and respon-

ting him warm. Nohing but alter-
nate commands and coaxing- had oc-|take me away from my mother—Don’t
j curred to her when Uncle came to the|let him—Don't let him!” The thor-
rescue. Dick hdd the profound inter- oughly frightened nurse confessed
est in automqblles whu_:h even the,that she had put him to bed as a punt
tiny boy of this generation seems to!ishment ‘and had left him there, say-
have and his uncle took advantage of ing, “Now I'm going out to ‘get the
this fact to calm and interest him. !policeman to take you away so you

“Dick,” he said, taking the cup of won’t see your mother again.” She
mik in one hand and Dickie’s small had left him there alone, thinking that
cold hand in the other, “I want to try his screams of terror when a door op-
a new kind of gas in my automobile ened or closed would “teach him a
and see if it will go better.” | zood lesson.”

Dick’s screams ceased suddenly as  Dorothy Canfield Fisher's “Under-
his rage changed to interest. He al-'stood Betsy” is a most delightful
lowed himself to be led into another study of a child who was sometimes
room and seated on the couch close misunderstood, a story so charmingly

the policeman get me—Don’t let him

[, The reports of the celebration were,
[ “A g?,od time during the entire after-
[ noon.

REPORTS, YELLS AND
~ MOVIES IN CHAPEL

One of the interesting features of
last Saturday’s assembly was the re-
port on the percent of football tickets
sold to the various classes. An effort
had been made by each class to secure
a full attendance at the first football
game played by V. C. N. players im
our town. The resultss of this effort

i sured of more than a year’s service in

able conditions become teachers. Some, Sibilities beyond the school room.

one has said that we are not a pro-
fession but®a procession.

|
Eeghty-six’
percent of the country teachers change
locations every year. Dr. Coffman \
+ ARMISTICE DA

calls us a “species of intellectual |
tramps.” Here again differing stand-|
ards enter in. A teacher is never as-i

a locality. She is measured by thc‘ Yo,
standards of those above her and too' Armistice Day. ;
often personal feelings decide her, °The following program was enjoyed

future rather than professional merit. by the audiente:

A large Normal School in the west has Song—America .......... _Assembly
issued to iits faculty the last few years Readmg'—’-— The . Green Hill Far
contracts which include this clause:' Away” ......... John Galsworthy
! “The Board of Trustees reserves unto! Hazel Robinson :
itself the right to terminate this con-'Song............ Grades Five and Six
contract at any time when in their Song “Flag of Flgs”. .Grades 7 and 8
POSB. s'eieTe v 4o et a Rev. C. G. Fox

opinion’ good and sufficient cause ex-: DR
ists.” Is it any wonder that mem-|The American’s Creed

bers of that faculty have left the pro-: The Flag Salute

fession in discouragement. Teachers The ‘Star Spangled Banner

who invest in preparation for the pro- . Assembly

fession must be assured that their in-l The entire program was well plan-
vestment will not be swept aside by ned and carried out. Miss Robinson

the whim of one person. | read with good expression, carrying

Again we have not provided for her audience away from the present
suitable . living conditions for the turmoil to days of peace and quiet.
teacher. We exact .of her a high The songs by the Training School pu-
standard of living yet expect her to, Pils were enjoyed by everyone present.
adapt herself to any situation in which: Rev. C. G. Fox was a chaplain over
she may find hercelf. We have assum- . thre¢ years. He made his address
that she must live in the home of some | more real by appearing in uniform.

" one else, accepting the conditions they  He spoke briefly on the meaning of

impose.- Her work is exhausting and Armistice Day.

difficult. The public envies her her six| ‘“What does Armistice Day mean?
hours and exacts every moment of it.; Any cne who ever praises war in song
She has no relaxation from the time or story never saw it in all its naked-
she enters the school room until she ness and horror. Armistice Day
leaves. Her living conditions should | means a revision from that horror to
be such as to furnish this needed re- i peace and normal conditions.

laxation and change. This is seldom “We did not suffer from war except
true. Her room is often unattractive to give up our sugar and to eat a lit-
and with scant accommodations. She ' tle coarse bread. We were free to go
must be constantly on her guard lest about our daily tasks undisturbed. In
she offend. She is limited as to com-| Europe it was not so. The aged and

- sort of weather!

pany and her amusements are often
dictated and supervised by local per-'
sons. The side of the landlady is
equally dark. She takes in a stranger
and must make adjustments to suit the
new situation. Often times she finds
the teacher inconsiderate and de-
structive, exacting more than she can
well give. The situation is unnatural.
Accommodations, should be provided
for teachers such that they could be
independent in their free hours rather
than a burden to a particular family.
Apartments in town and teacher’s
cottages in the country are the solu-
tion of this problem. ' This provision
would go a long way toward making

‘ S - .
The public must spend more and
spend it better on s‘;:lnool buildings,

Armistice m’. W ;." i
[} : § £

infirm in England were in constant
terror of a violent death. People
would be gathered in little groups per-
haps bidding “good-bye” to a lad go-
ing back to the front, when of a sud-
den there would be a whir-r-r in the
air and those who could not reach a
cellar in time were dashed into eter-
nity. The cry on the battle field was
‘Carry On.’ “On the battle front the
nurses worked unsheltered from the
rain ot shot, while ‘Carryong On.
They were often ‘carried off’ into eter-
nity. We think of them on Armistice
Day. We think of the soldiers over
there, living in quarters we would not
put a prize hog in here. There are
long, long, rows of graves. We bring
them +~ —'~4 when we _celebrate
B 4]

|to a register. To be asked to drink
!the milk had a moment before filled
"him with unaccountable wrath, but it
' he was an automobile and was bieng
! given gasoline, that was entirely dif-
ferent, and he sipped the milk and lis-
‘tened with absorbed interest to Un-
i cle’s excited comments about the im-

Thursday’s chapel period was givers Provement in the running of the “car”,
.over to a special program in honor of ©on its new fuel.

i Suddenly Uncle picked up a blanket
and threew it across the small boy’s
| knees. “Why, Dick,” he said, “you
ought to have a radiator cover for this
Your engine will be
too cold to start.” - Not a mummur of
protest followed, and a moment later
Uncle exclaimed in pretended distress,
“This battery is frozen. We'll have to
thaw it out,” and Dick obediently held
, out his cold fingers to the register un-
i til Uncle was satisfied that the “bat-
“tery” was properly warmed.
| Dick was an entirely oppeased, in-
terested. and comfirtable child at the
end of a half hour of this appeal to
his imagination, whereas the ordinary
treatment—orders, entreaties, and
perhaps even punishment would prob-
ably have left him exhausted from
nervousness and tears.

Of course ordinary parents should
require prompt, direct obedience. But
there are also many difficult situations
such as the one described above when
the use of tact and an inroduction of
‘the imaginative play element will
work wonders and secure the result
the mother desires with the least
amount of wear and tear on both her-
self and the child.

To the Editor:

There are nearly 4,000,000 children
in our country who are not enjoying
the advantages of kindergarten train-

ing, although it is the birthright of

every child.

If there is no kindergarten in your
school, work to secure one. Leaflets
may be obtained from the National

Kindergarten Association, 8 West 40th .

Street, New York City.

ARE MY CHILDREN

UNDERSTOOD BY ME

By Anne Goodwin Williams, National
Kindergarten and Elementary Col-
lege.

“I just love Miss Brown,” said Betty
Jane, “she’s the understandingest per-
son I ever knew!” %

What a wonderful tribute! Is there
anyone of us grown ups who does not
long to dederve just this sort of ap-

¥l proval from the little chiliren whom

told that grown people and children
can read it together with great en-
joyment.

And, after all, is not that the great
secret of understanding—the doing
of things together, talking together,
walking together , sharing each oth-
er’'s joys and sorrows?

' “Never mind, honey, “said wee Isis
to her dearly beloved kindergarten
teacher, “never mind if you are
hoarse. I will tell the children a
story today and you won’t have to
talk.” Isn’t this a true illustration
of the mutual desire to be of service
which we so long to have underlie our
relatjonship to the children who are

Coming to
little' children for so very few years? |

| VALY Ty
smewo . o Dr- Mellenthin

SPECIALIST

were- as follows: First years 42 per
cent; second years 20 per cent; third
years 53 per cent; juniors 44 per cent;
seniors 33 per cent.
A portion of Saturday’s chapel per-
iod was devoted to a short practice of
the school “yells,” conducted by Mr.
Meyer for the afternoon game.

Following this a very interesting
apd instructive lantern lecture was
given showing in detail the process of
cut glass manufacturing.

A . H.

!

More than three thousand teachers
registered at the N. D. E. A. meeting
held at Grand Forks this week. A
large number of them were V. C. N.
graduates who looked anxiously for
friends from the Normal School. They
were in evidence at the professional
meetings, in the hotel lobbys and par-
ticularly at the reunion.

The alumni banquet was held Thurs-
day evening in the pariors of the
Presbyterian church. About one hun-'
dred loyal graduates gave their en-
thusiasm to the occasion. Dr. Allen,|
toastmaster, set the pace for the en-
joyable evening. Underlying his
jokes and merriment was a hearty
thank you to the alumni for their as-
sistance in the past and an appeal for
their united support of the various
needs of the school.

FOR HIS EIGHTH YEAR IN
NORTH DAKOTA

DOES NOT USE SURGERY

Will be at
KINDRED HOTEL |,
Monday, Nov. 29

Office Hours 9 a. m. te & p. m.

One Day Only

Ex-President 'George A. McFarland
was introduced and his presence was
received with enthusiasm. He spoke
chiefly of friendship and what it
means to the teacher.

i State Superintendent of Education,
:Minnie J. Nielson, spoke in an inter-
i esting and forceful manner concerning
the need for traiged teachers, and the
need of our school for the loyal sup-
port and united action of the alumni.
;. Mr. Eldon Hanson, now a student
in the law school of the University
of North Dakota, gave a short but
capable address, expressing the love
«of the alumni for their Alma Mater
and their interest in her needs.

Of course the yells were led by Mr. h

- Meyer. It would not be a rea! alumni
reunion otherwise,

Dr. Mellathin hds just retarned
from Europe having spent sewers}
months and improved his time while
t}_lere by visiting more important thos-
pitals and Doctors in England, Swe-
den, France, Switzerland ani Ger-
many and brought back with him
many new lines of treatment and may- -
be one of these would just suit your
allment_. You should not fail to eall
upon him as he can tell you whether
treatment would be of any benefit or
not, and as is well known he has
ed many people here in the past, some
who had resisted all other tréatments
and had about given up. There will be
t‘:’% charge for consultatien. Married

n}l:l‘:::d:“t be accompanied by their '

ddress 33¢ Boston Block Minne-
apolis, Minn. -




