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MODERN CITY BUILDING*AND FARM? HOME 
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Revelation Covering Soil Development in the Wonderfuily Fertile Mouse Rioer Loup Country Tributary to Tou)nerf McHenry County, North Dakota * ( 

In Opportunity's 
Circle 

(By John A. Monger.) 

It is the purpose of this article to ; 
unfold the amazing growth in city ; 
building and farm homo-making in , 
the fertile Mouse River Loop country j 
tributary to Towner, McHenry county, |  
North Dakota, that has made such I 
progress under the new propaganda j 
of Better Farming since 1910, a state- i 
wide filling up in farm lands best, that ! 
many predict will give North Dakota j 
a million population in 1920 when the |  
next United States census is taken. 
This marvelous increase in population ; 
and wealth is the outgrowth of diver- ! 
sified farming, wheat, growing being 
side-stepped, not that No. 1 northern , 
will not always be a staple and money-
making crop, but that crop rotation 
will take the place of robbing the soil 
of its wonderful fertility, tripling its 
earning capacity in crop yields, be- , 
sides building up the soil, making i 
North Dakota's vast domain of 70,17(5 ! 
square miles the premier agricultural 
zone of the Central Northwest for di
versified farming, cereal crops, corn, 
alfalfa, tame grasses, small fruits, 
root crops, hogs, dairying and stock 
raising, all of which spells Better 
Farming, smaller farms and larger 
cities and towns. This is the new dis
pensation that has taken such deep 
root, bringing new prosperity to ev
ery tiller of the soil that has adopted 
it. The day of eight to ten bushels 
of wheat to the acre in North Dakota 
is all but a closed chapter. It will 
prove, however, the brightest chapter 
in the history of soil cultivation in the 
next few years, when wheat as the one 
crop has been abandoned for diversi
fied farming, the real money-making 
crops. The legacy of wheat growing 
has been handed down to the North 
Dakota tillers of the soil front their 
brothers in New England, the Ohio 
and Mississippi Valleys, in truth, all 
new agricultural zones went wheat 
crazy, until the soil refused to give 
profitable yield, and North Dakota has 
been no exception. When the Iowa 
farmer cropped nothing but wheat his 
bank account was on the wrong side 
of the ledger and his farm was priced 
at from $20 to $H0 per acre, but when 
he adopted diversified farming, cereal 
crops, corn, timothy and clover, hogs, 
dairying, and stock raising, poultry 
and root crops, his bank account 
Jumped into the thousands and his 
farm lands increased from $1M) to 
$250 an acre, just as that of North 
Dakota, will in the coming few years. 

Fertility of soil does not of necessity 
make for success in agricultural pur
suits in the Mouse River Loop country, 
any more than in the Mississippi val
ley. It all depends upon the sclentifl • 
cultivation of the soil, how the crops 
are marketed, not markets, as North 
Dakota has the same facilities open 
to the tillers of the soil as those of 
Iowa or Minnesota in railroads and 
primary markets for everything grown 
or produced on the farm. All or these 
statistical facts-will be fa.ithfully cov
ered under appropriate headings, that 
the farm homeseekers may know the 
real conditions as they actually exist. 
This is not a boast article, but a treat
ise on fertility of soil, prosperous 
farmer home-makers of the Mouse 
River Loop country and what the city 
of Towner has to offer as n place to 
live and do business in. the trading 
metropolis and county seat of Mc
Henry, the educational and church 
center, in the good road section of 
farm lands best. 

i Towner's Financial Institu
tions. 

The best index a:; to the fertility of 
the soil as represented in annual crop 
productions covering the famous 

I Mouse .liiver Loop country is reflected 
in the capita! and deposits of its three 
banks, The First National, Towner 
Merchants and the • Farmers State 
Hani; of Towner, having a combined 
capital of $ C> L', L'0 0 and an average de
posit of $2ti."),0(10. Kvery dollar of 
this money has been harvested from 
thi soil and in addition has built its 
cities and towns and produced the 
capital for the development of tne 

I tributary fanning zones. No other 
; section Ins made greater strides In 
; the past, but with I he propaganda of 
: Better Farming under full sway the 
; future upbuild 

of McHenry has a large pay roll that 
is distributed among the store keepers, 
which, with the riiral trade frotri uiu 
farmers n*akee this ;i very busy trad
ing metropolis. This accounts for the 
substantial brick business blocks tnat 
line both sides of the central business 
xene and many tasteful well built 
residences and cntliigoa. 

water supply comes from the Turtle 
mountains sheds, some thirty-live 
miles distance and is liltered through 
(subterranean stratus of sand ana 
gravel veins which accounts for its 
absolute purity, being filtered by na-
ture'a own process. It U the best of 
water in the state and one of the rea
sons why the proposed State Insane 
Asylum should be located'at Towner, 
in order to give the wards of the state 

A Unicrne Citv Government benefit this elixir of life, pure UUIlluc  V*ny VJO\ ernmcnt. wa ter, and for the further reason that 
When one looks over tile wrcck of 

mismanagement of a municipal affair 
from one end of ibis groat republic 
to the other one cannot but commend 
the citicism by Br.wc in American' 
commonwealth of American munici-1 
pality or city government, but this' 
docs not apply to Towner. While this) 
is a small city its municipal nflairs are 

and black coffee, while this was go
ing on there was plenty of good mu
sic, popular games and moving pic- > 
tures, making it a very enjoyable 
event and one that brought men closer 
together cementing ties of friendship 
and wiping out old scores. 

McHenry is entitled to it owing to its 
reographical condition. 

Towner's Fine Recreation 
Grounds. 

Situated adjoining, the City Hall on 
the main street is a plot of ground for 

set to trees and is 
water mains layed 

be placed in the 
pavilion built for open 

serving a ; air meetings, while a band stand will 
,, , .. i - 'dorf, one I be erected where weeklv band con-

.m!'. Principal m-rch"nl.--: H. 11. j certs will he given during the summer 
caron by the Towner concert 
twenty pieces. This park and 

future upbuild will dotto]" and triple, bandied by men or ability. successful! park purposes- It is «i 
v'"if ,he°,-rn8t  ,!,\h

lh<\ ir'"UW wWel-| men. ,r,-:ent offltlata Parked having wLte, 
civn w-M . Vn ^ ir l  <, ' r0" w" of  H- H. !',r;;h. mayor, (Mr. |  where a fountain will 
"•.m» I'v'in •. 'i '  .  S ' , n, I ;pra ' ' li 's  ilso regis:iv df deerls of Mr-| center, and a paviiioi 
..iltk, ri<m>'in r, and lout crops, poul-1 Henry county 'on»! j -. now ? 
ry and small Trail, I Ho roal money-1 Uiird lerm): \v X nni'worc 
1 - 1 « i  » \  t V w .  . . I i  . . . . . .  I  _  I  ^  .  .  .  *  *  '  

R 
e.'iltle. 
t 
makers in the 

no^v  1 :
t
r ' r t ' r* :U  f'1 '0111  Thompson, one of *lv» mop; suceOHsful ! outinjr s 

t" HO an acre, jn '  lie ne?;l few yf-ars; l>ur:inei^ men and financiers in thisi hand of 
wi], bo priced nr $100 and $1 f.fi. and |  part, of the state " "" 

H O N .  A .  M .  ^ H R i S T f A N S o X ,  
C a n d i d a t e  f o r  J n d ^ e  S u p r e m e  ( " ' o u r t .  

f „.ji. u *- , ,  ' ! '  ;  nasan. own- ! recreation grounds will put Towner in 
f.t.m hi \.il! bo j thnit, nf the j or and manager of ;ho Titl^ (v- Trn:;i ! a class all hv itself and affords ample 

eiti-

o f l l c e ,  b n i U  i n  1 0 0 7  a t  a  c c > ? t  o f  ? * * . -
0 0 0 .  T h e  b a s e m e n t  s t o r y  i s  b u i l t  o r  
c o n c r e t e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  o f  H e b r o n  
p r o w  b r i c | <  w i t h  s a n d s t o n e  t r i m m i n v . s .  
T h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h "  o t l i c e a  
o f  t h e  a u d i t o r ,  t r e a s u r e r ,  r e g i s t e r  o f  
d e e d s ,  e k - r k  o f  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  p r o b a t e  
j u d g e .  S e c o n d  f l o o r ,  c o u r t  r o o m ,  
j u d f f o ' s  c h a m b e r s ,  j u r y  r o o m s  a n d  s u 
p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s ,  w h i l e  t h e  
b a s e m e n t  b a t ?  t h e  o f l i c e s  n f  t h e  . s t a t e ' s  
a t t o r n e y ,  j u s t i c e  c o u r t  r o o m  a n d  t V u ^  
h e a t i n g  p l a n t .  T h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e :  

s h e r i f f ' s  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  e n m i t y  j : i i !  a !  
s p a c i o u s  t w o  s t o r y  h r k ' l - c ,  b u i l t  i n  
a t  a  c o s t  < i f  $ l " i . o o o ,  o n  c i t e  i n  ! h o »  
C o u r t  H o u s e  s r j n a r e .  i t  i s  a  m o d e )  i n  :  

i t s  w a y ,  f o r  t h e  s a f e  k e e p i n g  o f  t h e !  
p r i s o n e r s .  [  

M c l f p n r y  c o u n t y  i s  i n  t h e  p i n k  o f ;  
f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  h a v i n g  t h e  l o w e s t ,  
c o u n t y  t a x  r a t e  o f  a n y  c o u n t y  i n  t h e !  
s t a t e ,  i h e  t a x  r a t e  h e i n j ?  1 1 - m  m i l l s ,  
based on an assessed valuation of i 
$ N , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  
t h e  f a r m  h o m e . s e e k e r  t o  c o n s i d e r '  
w h e n  s e l c c i i n s y  a  n e w  l o c a t i o n .  T o  
U K u i n  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  i  
o f  t h e  t i l l e r s  < » f  t h e  s o i l  o f  t h i s  c o u n t y  :  
all  that its necessary is to stale that i 
t h e r e  a r e  r , 0 : i  o w n e d  a u t o m o b i l e s  o f  •  
w h i c h  n u m b e r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  T o w n e r  I  
o w n  : : . j .  

I e-^;.rJ!'!rn! f!rrTm r ' i , i
i
l , i , 'K, in  '"f! TfP'"" • A- J- '•0"' » Ivartlnff ma-1 amusement and pastime for it I I.loll in f.irnni.s \.ill In i nf; l his a boul. |  enjnery dealer; [:. A. Fox, ov-ststp I z'en«. 

1  orr.mdenMVml'Vho farni- j Kcnaior and prominent farmer and! Tlie city fathers of Towner have i ets uiuu i.-tanif tnr» Mtn.'.ljon and r<-:ii- inid owner and A .M " '  '  " " 
|  ize I hat ihe earning: capacity or the j one of the'leatli '  ' 
1  frv"?n rV.m° i IiViT" , : 'V<V" s l : l l° bi1  r. and now n candidate by the i ers the priviiedge of~ a" tv^cnty-foot 

- 1  • bis .icie for ai re that pcopic for Judge of tho Supreme I park way fronting their properties, 
("oort at the cominK fall eleciion: l the streets being elphty feet wide and 
e'celed stale's atlcrnc.v of McHenry ! by devoting twenty feet, on each side 

Paristianson. i laid out an extensive plan of parking 
members of the I the streets, giving; the property dwn-

are only priced nt ijL'O t.o $ in per acre. 
h a v e  t h e  s a m e  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y  a «  t h e  

a n i l  
farms of tho:-e 
same twentieth century environments i re-elected in laOl' without apportion. |  streets of Towner meana a citv beau-
'..m:.,?.., '1111, '  ."!K ' 'enters, Air. Christianson vi.s  uo popular in j  tlful and in time this will be taken 
iibonr ycer'vTer. IwM Ir' , ' t"" lole- i 'ioo as alco In 190u' that he was nom-i advantage of in tho more exclusive 
P "c  1  • <f , t  '  ounty roads, , mated by the republican convention ! resident portion. 

I u i county in the fall of lllOO, i;v.-i| fourj stilt leaves the streets and boulevards 
,  u  n . . . ; ' ! n  •  h a v i n g :  b e e n  r e n o m i n a t e d  a n d  :  f o r t y  f e e t  w i d e .  T h e  p a r k i n g  o f  t h e  

McHenry County Schools. 
In school advantages no coiiniy ii 

the. state has better educational arl- ; 
vantr.~es thi-re boin*-i' school,-, in 
the county, with a school attendance' 
of r.,44 4, one-fourth of tlie students 
are in the consolidated and tirade I 
schools. There are cor: ill "a ted 
teachers employed, many of them ! 
graduates of normal or state univcr-j 
fit.ies. N'o permit teachers are em-' 
ployed. The teachers' salaries run nnj 
high as a month for rural one-
roomed schools. The McHenry county 
schools rank first as to medical in-! 
spection in the sfale. I 

The superintendent of the schools' 
of McHenry county is A. c. Berg, who! 

McHenry County's. $8j5,000 Court House. 
^ m; 'n  n) l i ' '- '  l,11 ' ;  county offices so,faitHfully and well: Horace Baglev, 

Fouts. County Auditor; B. Vail, County Treasurer; H. J. Roble, Clerk of Court' H 
Deeds; S. O. Sampson, Sheriff; J. A. Wick, Deputy SheriTf; J. H. Ulsrud, State's Attorney 
tendent of Schools. 

County Judge: Chas. E. 
H. Berg, Register of 

; A. C. Berg, Superin-

Proposed State Asylum For 
the Insane. 

There has been considerable rivalry 
developed throughout the north cen
tral portion of the state to secure the 
proposed now State Asylum for the In
sane and while there are many coun
ties that are actually in the race for 
it, still of the number McHenry coun
ty is the natural location geographi
cally being situated in the north-cen
tral section on the Great Northern 
railway and its connections would 
make Towner the most available loca
tion and was so recognized by the last 
session of the legislature that would 
beyond doubt vote to locate, it at 
Towner and to give McHenry county 
one of the state institutions, that it is 
so fitly entitled to- In natural ad
vantages Towner has much to offer 
being fringed by the Mouse river with 
its soul Inspiring scenic beauty with 
itc dells, splendid groves of natural 
timber and beautiful valleys renowned 
for their wild flowers, ferns that pre
sent ever changing scenery of all col
ors of the rainbow reflected in the 
sunlight of the mirrored waters of the 
Mouse river. Then there is the per
fect drainage area of a gradual fall of 
one hundred feet to the river from 
the highlands and an inexhaustable 
supply of water ranging from sixteen 
to eighteen feet underlaying the 
whole, and absolutely pure water, 
free from alkali and organic impuri
ties so stamped by Prof. Lradd after an 
anaylsis. This is a very valuable as
set to the health and well-being of 
the wards of the state and one of 
the reasons why it should be located 
here. . The great fertility of the soil 
and its wonderful yields in all kinds of 
plant life makes this another valuable 
location as the wards of the state can 
successfully cultivate the «oil and pro
duce everything that is desirable for 
the maintainunee of the institution. 
Towner is in close range with all kinds 
of building material, brick, sand and 
grave!, the natural material for mak
ing concrete, in fact all the natural 
advantages that any other county in 
the state has to offer and many more. 
Tt is not conceivable that the state 
legislature in locating this new state 
asylum will consider any county lo
cated on the Northern Pacific railway 
for the reison that Jamestown al
ready covers this area and to equalize 
the condition and to serve the north-
central section of the state as covered 
by the Great Northern system and the 
other connecting lines of this terri
tory. Towner is in the premier class 
of candidates for this state institution 
that will appeal to the members of 
the legislature when they cast their 
vote in deciding the location. Then 
again McHenry county in the past has 
been ignored, overlooked when the 
good things of the state were being 
passed around and it would now seem 
only fair and just that this additional 
state insane asylum should be located 
here and it will be if there iR any 
fairness displayed, and will be if it is 
located to the interests of the tax 
payers of the state and for the future 
supremacy of this portion of North 
Dakota. 

Eif 

McHenry County's Import
ance. 

In point of importance McHenry 
county ranks ninth in the state having 
17,627 population, and in land area 
ranks sixth, containing 1,4fiS square 
miles, nearly every acre of which va
ries from a light to a heavy dark deep 
marl soil with sub-soil of clay, and at j 
a depth of eight to sixty feet living 
springs of pure, bubbling crystal wa
ter are tapped, free from alkali and 
organic matter. This is especially true 
of the Northern Trading company's ! 
land, comprising 27.000 acres, located I 
some eight miles south of Towner, i 
known as the Alfalfa Valley of the ' 
Mouse River Loop, McHenry county, 
so named owing to its luxuriant 
growth and likewise prolific yields ol' 
alfalfa and its wonderful meadows of 
native grasses and redtop. making it 
a natural dairying and stock raising 
section and for growing all kinds of 
feeding crops, corn, oats, rye, millet 
and root crops. 

Then there Is the 

Mouse River Valley Loop 
Country. 

extending from a half to sixteen miles 
southwest of Towner, divided by the 
river, the east side a rich sandy marl 
soil, while that of the west side is a 
heavy black clay, unsurpassed for di
versified farming and the home of No. 
1 northern. A beautiful country with 
Its forest fringe, skirting the Mouse 
River, where we visited many pros
perous farm homes. This is where 
Bickell, Kyllo and company, invest
ment bankers of Towner, own 7,000 
acres within ten miles of the, city. 
Among the many farms that attracted 
our notice was the Riverdale, com
prising 1,400 acres, located eleven 
miles southwest, divided by the Mouse 
river. The country lying east of 
Towner for miles and miles is thick
ly settled and is in a high state of 
cultivation, the only criticism being 
there is too much acreage of wheat, 
still, there is plenty of stock, and di
versified farming is taking root and 
1(1 another year or two, this section 
bids fair to take its place along side 
of the others Better Farming, -that is 
-destined to make McHenry county 
farmers the most prosperous in the 
northwest. 

In 1884 Villard, (Scriptown), an in
land village, nine miles northeast of 
Velva was the county seat of Mc
Henry. On January 18, 1£87, it was 
removed to Towner. This gave great 
prestage to this portion of the coun
ty, especially after the territory was 
divided into two states, North and 
South Dakota in 1889, and the coming 
of the Great Northern railway ' In 
1886. McHenry county's growth has 
been phenomenal owing to the great 
fertility oif the soil, and as a result, 
the county has many prosperous cities 
and towns that the United States 
census of 1910 gave the followinK 
populations: Towner, the county seat, 
691, Velva 837, Anamoose 639, Gran
ville 500, Balfour 399, Drake 347, 
Denbigh 326, Up ham 296 and Deering 
160, All of these cities and towns are 
Jp-the progressive class, making them 
«p!endid trading centers for the rural 
/population, many of them having wa
terworks, electric lights, telephones, 
railroads and all of them in the good 
road section of North Dakota. 

In county buildings . McHenry-has a 
modern County Court House, steam 
beated, ga« lighted, running hot and 
.cold water and sewerage, tile laid 

flre-prpof yapm 
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HON. D. J. O'COWJELL. 

The subject of this sketch is one of 
the most widely known men in his 
profession, that of law, in North Da
kota- He located in Towner in 1902. 
coming from Burlington, Iowa, one of, 
Iowa's leading cities in population and' 
wealth, where he opened a law office' 
in 1896 and for six years enjoyed a 
lucuratlve practice in all the courts.. 
Mr. O'Connell was one of Iowa's fore
most Democrats and in 1898 and in 
1900 was nominated for congress from 
the First Towa district, one of the 
black congressional districts of the 
state, but owing to his great populari
ty and ability in 1900 he ran 5,000 
votes ahead of Bryan who was the 
presidential candidate'. In 1904 he 
was nominated for attorney general 
of North Dakota, a Democrat,- and 
after the smoke of the battle had 
cleared away he was appointed lirst 
assistant attorney general by his opr 
ponent. In 1.912 as also 1914, he was 
nominated for state's attorney of Mc
Henry county. D. J. O'Connell is a 
native of Ohio, born in Cincinnati and 
then moved westward to Iowa. He is 
a graduate of the Iowa university, 
Iowa City as also a graduate of the 
law department in 1896. In early life 
he devoted considerable of his. talent 
to publishing and editing newspapers 
in Iowa and In this field gained a wide 
circle of friends and state-wide repu
tation in Iowa. 

Newspaper Publicity. 
When Towner was in its "swaddling 

clothes as a village Its people recog-

and indorsed by the Democratic coun
ty convention, in 1!)10 he was elected 
alderman of tlie city of Towner aim 
has served ever since as alderman 
and alxo r.y, (-ii..v attorney without re
ceiving a cent of compensation. These 
ore the type of men who constitute the 
board of aldermen and all of them 

Towner City Schools. 
The school sytt->m of Towner gives 

a full four-year i Th school course, 
with strong course.., ii manual train
ing and domestic sci- :ee. The aver
age school attendance 's 199, while 
the enrollment is 250. TiiTe are nine 

. norni;.iI or state 
university graduates. 'J'.;- school 
building is a two-story brie'; with ! 
basement, built at a cost of $^5,000. I 
It is stesi m heated, gas lighted, has 
sanitary drinking fountain and ven
tilating system. One of the school 
.. r'."res thif; summer was the school 

ii tji« - i ..i — r, i '  '  , vor  srarden. A plot of ground was 
the V.a. .„ntn  ha\.nj, been paid I f-electcc -nd the flour seeds donated 

by the '±. civic Club and the 
merchants or : - r- :t.y. The students j 
of the. public sc.i I were invited to! 
plant, and cultivate i '. T* was more! 
than a success as it rcsu.-ci in adver-i 
tisin^: Towner as one of t.ie l.c:-.uiy 
spots in tho state.. 

^hn^f„nUhr"" ' 'omp rn ! 'aUnn a'"1  teachers employed, cheerfully give their time to the work1  

imposed upon them as officials of the 
municipality. This system was in
augurated in 1910 for the lirst time, as 
tar as is known not. onlv in the city 
or Towner but in the state of North 
Dakota. This city has absolutely no 
outstanding quoted indebtedness as 

The First National Bank. 
This bank was established in 1905 j bp)?n  k„ovv„ as  a  col l se rViU;Vf!  a s  wel, ' 

and has a. capital of $2:»,00H t  surplus j as progressive? banking institution. J.! 
$o,200 and deposits of about $ j -N>"- Kulil h;:s -been corner of the insu- ! 
It is a state denositorv and is a rnevm- ] Lut--0*1  e^vcr iunre it war. lir^t oz'tfimized • 

r<v,i,v,i t>. no-* r« -ho distinction of heini: 
ber of the I (.dual K- .,(.!\e ..Jbicm ol j the- only ono of the original officers on 
the United States and was the lirst! the board. Thr. i resent ollicers""aro: 
bank to be organized in McHenry j .J. 1{. Ourley. president, Orand Forks;: 
county under a national charter. Ill Horace ilagie.y, vice •jrcirOer.t- .7. X. 
is housed in a spacious two story |  Kuhl, cashier; V'. A. ilanson, assistant 
brick, fiteam heated building, ana the (  cashier. The directors arc:' J. ii.; 
interior finish and fittings were made ] Carlev, A. I. Hunter, Horace Kfigley! i 
especially for it. It has always en- j. N. Kuhl. IS. A. Kox, Vdwaril Fisher 
joyed a good business and has always |  and D. N. Tailman. . 

between tin-'. ,.:• ii four years ago and 
since that time the city has been run ; 
strictly on :: ccs-h has's. The only out- : 
standing: ir.de'nednes.i the city hne-of! 
any kind i.-- a rta!n Uim! of bond is- :  
sins v.'hieb v.'eye vote;! at the time the 
water system was inf;:a!led, but even :  

so tar as these bond issues arc ccn-
ocrned, every dollar required by law i 
has been placed in the proper linking I 
fund, and are now on h-'ind i:i the city! 
treasure available for she redemption j 
or thesj bonds »t maturity. The cily| 
council caused these bond:; to he in-! 
v.--ted In int. rcet bsarin;; municipal j 
obligations earning the city a far! 
greater rate cinterest than the bonds! 
themselves boar.. |  

Towner Civic Club. 

HOTEL, PENDROY, 
American Plan, Towner, N. D. 

Public Utilities. 

was elected in 1012, and hae made 
such a splendid record the past two 
years that he has been re-nominated 
without opposition. Mr. Berg before 
coming to McHenry. was superintend
ent for four years of the Granville 
city schools where he did very efficient 
school work. The members of the 
Beard of Education of Newport 
school district are all true and tried 
friends of the public school system, 

schools and churchcs and low taxa 
tion. This is a lare that is bringine.;! of the ei'y. 
the eastern farm home-seekers to tne 
Mouse River Loop country tributary 
to Towner, McHenry county, -North 
Dakota. 

The City of Towner. 
Towner 

President. I. B. Cooke, Towner; clerk, co u n't 'v '^r °r i ,n i 'nr ' ' lu t  

Mrs. Viola Fouts and treasure^ J. si merrfnart ,^f he ST " " M,': 

andM01erUbertson r8- A"ne t^ S°U,e  ^ Northern railway system? 485 and Ole Gilbertson. mHRg west  of  s t, Paul  and  Minne_ 
apolis, 465 miles west of Duluth-Su-
perior, 76 miles west of Devils Lake, 
and 42 miles east of Minot, on the 
Towner and -Maxbass division, also on 
the trans-continental line from St. 
Paul-Minneapolis via St. Cloud, Fargo. 
Grand Forks, Towner and Minot, and 
the trans-continental service from 
Duluth-Superior via Crookston, Grand 
Fbrks, Devils Lake. Towner and Mi
not, giving Towner unequaled pass
enger and freight service from the 
east to the west, especially to the high 
priced markets of St- Paul-Minne-
apo'is and Duluth-Superior for every
thing produced on the farms of this 
great fertile region, known to fame as 
the Mouse Kiver Loop country, Mc
Henry county. North Dakota. As a 
primary market for wheat and native 
hay, Towner is in the fore-rank, it 
haa four grain elevators with a com
bined capacity of 150,000 bushels, in 
1912, there were shipped 175,000 
bushels, in 1913, something over 100,-
000 bushels, while this year's ship
ments will exceed 150,000 bushels. In 
native hay there was shipped in 1913, 
200 carB or 2,400 tons from Towner at 
• 8.50 to $10 per ton, or $,16,000 to 
$20,000. This does not represent the 
hsty ;  harvested, for there were thous
ands of horses and cattle shipped in 
for winter feeding, while the extent of 
the native meadows were so expansive 
that much of the crop was not har
vested. Towner being the county seat 
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TOWNER'S SPLENDID CITY MALL 
BUILDING. 

There Irty-T'.vc clocks of ce-
rr'.cy.:. l.- 'rt v,a.r.d twer.tv-t-.vn ce-! 
men! rtre.'-t .-r wh'.ic : 'v- street:: |  
::nc] rgr" '.led to cure, i i;)ic~ i 
int.; thc-vi (>'• i • cauLoroo' : 'e ni"'n- ' 
ways I'onncUr.rf p all sections of 'he. j 
valley. Tlicm i ^a,: -waterworks aye-tern • 
t . lat origin i jiv vof:t Sj. 1.000 but has j 
sinee been to 82C,«00. Two I 
rn:!c?_ of water rr.air. hav« been laid i 
eove.ririf: (be ,  and resident r:ec- i 

The water is pumped 
into nr elcv:<t«-d st.imloipe holding! 
fiO.OOO r rc!!or.- "ivin.T :< hyiirnm ii,-hs-
s_J|re of fifty pounds and for lire ninety, 
'i here : t :  a ?f v. er3ge tystem covering 
four miles. The city hall and fire 
house, a two story, buiit rf concrete 
block."?, size 24x105 built at a cost of' 

I This club was organized in Septem-
: ber,- 191::, and has a live membership! 
: of twenty-five, with annual dues or I 
I SS.00 a year. The Towner Civic clubi 
; was organised -'for enlarging and im- j 
j proving ihe commercial and educa-1 
|  tionai and social activities of the City i 

of.Towner." It has succeeded admir-j 
! abiy by putting Towner on the map as! 
i one of tho iive progressive cities of! 
! the state. Among other forward i 
: movement:; the club fathered, was the! 
; fii 'Itool children's flower garden plot |  
| cum-•C.JJJP : h::'. rwultcd in getting I 

j ir.mli wv deir'.ra >Ie advertising 33 a' 
; city beautiful. The oflicers of the i 
i eluh are: K. I?. Hlines, president; H. | 
i H. Hcrgli. vhc president;. O. A. Soule, J 

trci.£urer an-J J. C. Thorpe, secretary. 

Eighth Annual Clam Bake. 
This is rne of the great get-together 

events of the Mouse River Loop coun
try that i'J attended by all of the elite 
mcr.-of-aftairs covering a wide por-

. .. nnn n- , i "" i t ion  of  the state. This year's Clam 
« .u- ? a volunteer fire oe- Bake 'was pulled off on Sunday, au-

Liim™" birty-five members, the i -so and was held on the grounds 
equipment cons^ting of two ehemiea'! of the -T-4" ranch, the property of E. 

ngine.-. two hose carts and 1,«00 feet B. Taimadge, t*ho -orsanlsod the clam 
nose. bake anniversary some eight years ago I 

Best of Hot:l Accommoda
tions. 

The traveling public and land look
ers will find Towner a most desirable 
place to make their headquarters, 
there being three hotels and many up-
to-date cafes and restaurants. The 
Hotel Pendro.v is run on the American 
plan as is also the Merchants hotel, 
while the European hotel and Mod
ern restaurant are on the European 
plan, and Bean Restaurant has ex
cellent table service. 

Hotel Pendroy. 
This is the leading hotel of Towner, 

a modern two story brick with stone 
trimmings with full basement, size 100 
feet front and 60 feet deep, with an
nex 25x40 feet, built and furnished 
at a cost of $40,000. It iu s;.lrndidly 
furnished throughout, has a large of-

nized the importance of newspaper 
publicity and in 1886 the News and' 
Stockman was established. In 1910 it 
was consolidated with the Towner Tri
bune as The Towner News-Tribune,1 

which has since grown to be a news
paper of wide influence and circula
tion. and the official paper of the 
county, in March laet, D. R. Carlson 
purchased the paper, coming hers 
from Bottineau where he published1' 
the Courant for three and a half 
years, prior to this he published th® 
Enterprise of Estherville, Iowa for 
three years, air. Carlson is not only 
a newspaper man of ability but is a 
practical printer, which equips him 
for all branches of the business. The 
Towner Newe-Tribune is a most val
uable asset to the business men of the 
city and county, and for the splendid 
work it is doing for the upbuild -for 
this whole section. 

(Continued on the Following Page.) 

Towner's Priceless Assst— 
Pur^' Water. 

Towner has aii 'inexhaustible supply 
of absolutely pure water, that Prof. 
E. F. Ladd of the. Agricultural College 
of North Dakota after an analysis 
pronounced fr«e of alkali and organic 
impurities, which makes it a priceless 
asf?et for all "time to its people. This 

and from a small beginning it has 
grown to state-wide importance. The 
Eighth Annual Feast was one of the 
best events we have had the pleasure 
of attending in many years. The 
groundfr were ideal, covering a splen
did grove skirting the Mouse river 
with seats and benches scattered 
throughout. The feast opened at 12 
o'clock and continued till 8 o'clock, 
consisting of baked clams, corn, sweet 
potatoes, clam chowder, sandwiches 

Farm Homeseekers Opportunities 

yu»|l 
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W§\) TOWNER'S ,MAG"NIFICENT PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING. 

Covering the Fertile Mouse River Loop Country 
McHenry County, North Dakota 

Seven Thousand (7,000).acres fringing the Mouse River, skirted to-
luxuriant groves of timber, a dark sandy loam to a deep black clay 
loam soil, located one-half to eleven, miles southwest of Towner 
owned by 

BICKELL, KYLLO & CO., Investment Bankers 
TOWNER, N. D. 

We have a large list of IMPROVED FARMS covering tho T-nn» 
River country. Nearly all of these FARMS have soleadld farm 
buildings, beautiful groves of timber, welled water, best of solL irooS 
schools and In the premier road section of the countv wIT 
*uit any FARM HOME SEEKER as to location, number of acSS 
desired and as to-prices. Small cash payment down and baJan^ 
good paper. We have our own AUTOMOBILE SERVICE tr. «h„ 
farm home buyers what they are buying. We are selline 
PROVED FARMS at *20.00 to *100.00 per acre all of ^ 
great buys for investment and that will pay from 16 to *K 
from the earning capacity of the soil In crop yields in tKT 
few years these farms wiir be selling at *100 to *160 
to the fertility of the soil, markets and the STATE-WTnin^mi1?* 

Bickell, Kyllo & Company 
INVESTMENT BANKERS ^ 

TOWNER ' NORTH DAKOTA 

£ijsri 

fice with writing room, dining room, 
all on lirst floor, sample rooms for 
commercial men and toilet in the 
basement- The ladies' . parlor is on' 
the second ' floor. " There are rooms' 
with and without baths and all have 
running hot and cold watei\ The Ho- :  

tel. Pendroy is steam heated, gas1  

lighted and electric call bells. In a ;  
word, a first class hotel run on the 
American plan at popular prices. F. 
L. Breen is the widely known land-: 
lord, who has been', one. of Tpw.ner's i 
business men for. the past' twenty 
years. He understands the npeds and ;  
wants of the traveling. , public and ' 
caters to them. 
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