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HOT FIGHT 

Long Conference Ending 
Early Yesterday Morning 

Accomplished Result. 

GO INTO CAUCUS 
UNITED TODAY 

Treadwell Twichell, W. J. Burnett, A. 

G. Divet and H. A. Haroldson Aban­

don Personal Ambition—Thompson 

and Hendrickson In Final With 

Hanson. 

(BY H. D. PAULSON*.) 
Bismarck, N. D., Jan. 4.-—The 

republican house members went 
into caucus at 2:30 o'clock this 
afternoon, after one of the closest 
fights in years, with outcome en­
tirely problematical, so far as in­
dications previous to the caucus 
were concerned. 

With the fight centered between 
Thompson of Ward and Hanson 
of Barnes, and, witli Hendrickson 
of Burke county, still retaining 
his position in the race, the con­
test drawing to a close this after­
noon has commanded, unusual in­
terest. 

Even fas late as this morning, 
there MM talk of bringing a new 
candidate into the field, and C. C. 

' Converse of McKenzie county, 
was regarded as a likely "dark 

- horse" candidate. 
i However, the scheme did not 
develop. 

Steps to organize a farmers' 
caucus were also taken last night 
and were completed this morning, 
with \V> S. Dean of Grand Forks 

, county, as chairman. , 
About.forty house members are 

The first session was 
over to a tllsCtWshin ofed- , 

ucatlonal and appropriation mat-
, ter only. The house caucus was 
• signed by Biiritett, Divot, W'il-
. Itams and TreadweU Twitchcll. 

, Bismarck, N. D., Jan. 4.—The BUT 
prise of the speakership struggle was 
the announcement early Sunday of 
the retirement from the field of can­
didates of TreadweU Twichell of Cass, 
Burnett of Traill, Divet of Richland, 
Haroldson of Bottineau, and the cen­
tralization of their support for A. P. 
Hanson' of Barnes county. 

In a conference that continued from 
late Saturday night till long into the 
early morning hours of the Sabbath, 
the question of reconciling the Ave 
candidates was under discussion, and 
at adjournment announcement was 
made of the withdrawals and the de. 
termination to support Mr. Hanson. 

Stopped Sectional Issue. 
"We have effectually stopped the 

sectional fight," said Mr. Twichell, in 
discussing the decision of the confer­
ence. "We decided to center our en­
ergies on a man from the second con­
gressional district, which, by the testi­
mony of those who have been sup­
porting the theory of nominating a 
western man, is necessarily in the 
western part of the state. The claim 
has been made all along that the 
second and third congressional dis­
tricts are in the western part of the 
state, and by the withdrawal of all 
candidates residing in the first dis­
trict, and the tendering, by the can' 
didates themselves, of their own sup. 

fiort to Mr. Hanson, we have, I be. 
leve, done away with the sectional 

feature." 
Unique Institution in Politics. 

The conference of candidates is one 
of the most unique of latter day events 
In North Dakota politics. Supporters 
of the same principles,' the Ave candi­
dates who entered , into an informal 
conference of the question determined 
upon the elimination of four of them, 
that there might be a centralization 
of energy. 

The result differs materially from 
one achieved in a factional caucus of 
the membership. No members were 
pledged, and nothing was done except 
the elimination of the candidates—by 

: the candidates themselves. 
Well Known Member Gets Support. 
- Mr. Hanson, on whom the several 

candidates Anally centered their sup­
port, has been a member of the legis-. 
lature durlngftlie past three sessions. 
He is a young man, engaged in bank­
ing at Litchfield, and has always, dur­
ing his term of service in the assem­
bly, shown a keen interest in promot­
ing a campaign of sound legislation. 

-Premlllnary to the actual withdraw­
al of the four candidates, Frank IS. 
Ployhar of Barnes had participated in 
the conference. Mr. ployhar, how-

• ever, announced at the outset,that he 
.was not a candidate,. and he did not 

. .participate in the final settlement of 
•the question. 

Altered Conditions Seriously. 
The withdrawal of the four men 

changed the situation materially when 
'the forces renewed their .fight Sunday 
morning. Only three active candidates 
were then left in the field, being Mr. 
Hanson, Thompson of Ward and Hen­
drickson of Burke. 

Mr. Hendrickson proved somewhat 
of a surprise to the members in the 
point of strength. Though he did not 
reach the city till Saturday evening, it 

•./ :was not long until he mode" hife pres­
ence felt, and it was then found that 

...V-the Burke county representative had 
'••• .Vno slight following. 

Vj Mr. Hendrickson maintained an ac­
tive campaign throughout the remain-

;''>:der of the fight. He has been a mem-
•;ber of two previous assemblies, this 

,'^bejng his third experience in legiala-
^4|tlve work. That fact has given him 
- «ino little prestige In the settlement of 
i^the speakership problem. 
® Thompson Forces Remain Intact. 

The Thompson forces seemingly re­
mained Intact in the face of; the sud-

•den narrowing of the field Sunday 
morning. The Minot man evidently 
has an almostioUd western delation 
behind bOn to this ' : 

If 'K<^<S7>7>drawal of Mr. Twichell 
had anyv^® effect upon their 
plan of cam^^g, Thompson sup­
porters did nat./^L>»ce that fact 
openly. They stlK^'e/^^ upon the 

r* -• *>*»iber. election of a 
Absence of Bitternesj^v^Hcnt. 

Among the retired candidates, there 
is a noticeable absence- of feeling, and 
all have been working hard for the 
election of ; Mr. Hanson. This is the 
condition, the retired candidates de­
clare, that they sought to attain. 

In explaining their object, they all 
maintain that Tiad they ail continued 
their contest into the caucus. It would 
have meant sure defeat for all of 
them. Feelings aroused in a long 
drawn out fight could not have been 
successfully erased during the caucus. 
Will Fight Second Choice in Caucus. 

The retired candidates will join 
with Mr. Hanson in a fight against 
the second choice rule in the caucus, 
charging that it opens the way to 
fraud. This is a victory for Twichell, 
who opened his fight for the speaker­
ship on just that proposition. He suc­
ceeded in impressing Mr. Hanson and 
tne other retiring candidates that his 
view was correct. 

In the use of second choice votes, 
it is maintained that there is an op­
portunity for "jockeying" in such 

(Continued on page 12.) 

Mil's 
HtTHOO WIL B£ 
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Plan of naming Senate Com­
mittees has Brought Forth 

Little Opposition. 

NO INSTITUTION MEN 
ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Objected to Davis as Chair­
man of that Committee Be-

cause 

(BY H. J>. PAULSON.) 
Bismarck, N. D., Jan. 4.—Lieuten­

ant-governor J. H. Fraine's method of 
naming the senate committees without 
the customary senate committee on 
committees, doubtless will be endorsed 
in the republican senate caucus, held 
this afternoon, under a call signed by 
Senator Henry McLean, senior mem­
ber of upper house, and Senators 
Steele of Stutsman, Hughes of Bur­
leigh and Ellingson of Steele. 

Little Opposition. 
While there was some objection ap­

parent to Colonel Fraine'e attitude, it 
seemingly has not been sufficient to 
organize against his proposal, and it 
is understood that thirty to thirty-five 
senators had of their own accord 
pledged their support to Fraine. 

Colonel Fratne took the position 
that under the senate rules, the bur­
den of appointing the committee was 
placed in the hands of the. lieutenant 
governor. Heretofore, the senate has 
appointed a committee on committees 
to advise with the lieutenant gover­
nor. This year, Fraine adopted the 
new method of a list of committee 
preferences. 

In the distribution of Important 
committee chairmanships, Colonel 
Fraine has been impartial. 

. Objected to Dav|s. 
Senator Kretchmar of Mcintosh 

county, is slated for the chairmanship 
of the appropriations committee, 
while Senator Davis of Sheridan coun­
ty is slated to succeed himself as head 
of the state affairs committee. There 
was some talk of asking the appoint­
ment of Davis for the appropriations 
committee chairmanship, but objec­
tion was raised to him on the plea 
that he is a university , graduate and 
therefore probably would be pre­
judiced In favor of that institution. 
The whole appropriations committee, 
it is understood, has been made up by 
Colonel Fraine of non-instltutlon 
county senators. 

The senate caucus today will be ad­
dressed by Lieutenant Governor 
Fraine on Invitation, which it is un­
derstood, will be extended him. • The 
usual employment committee will be 
appointed and other preliminary work 
cared for. 

Davis likes Old Plan. 
Senator Davis In explaining his po­

sition on committee appointments, 
said: 

"The policy of the senate heretofore 
has been one that has worked for the 
greatest good. 

"It avoids in a large measure the 
possibility of packed committees, 
which might prevail in the event of 
the election at any time of an unfair 
lieutenant governor. It is not so much 
the effect at thjs assembly, but the ef­
fort of establishing the precedent. 

"I believe the .use. of an advisory 
committee on committees would serve 
to bring about a -better lineup of com­
mittees and serve to strengthen the 
working organisation. 

"I have no desire to put Mp. Fraine 
in a hole on. this proposition, but I 
sincerely believe in the advisory com­
mittee plan." 

KILLS TWO 
Farm Hand Murders Successor aad 

Woman and Him Suicides. 
St. Johnsbury, ,Vt., Jan. „ 4.—J. 

Douglas London; a farm hand, for­
merly employed by Charles Wheaton, 
shot and killed Will Lane, his succes­
sor, and Mrs. Wheaton, and then com­
mitted suicide. v.-.vj:-' , <•" 

It is belleved.be was lnsane. " ' 

ME AT HIGH 
NOON MM 

Both Branches Meet at 12 
O'clock—Inaugural Cer­

emonies Wednesday. 

MANY BIG TOPICS 
ARE CONFRONTED 

Unusually Important Business la Up 

for Transaction During the Next 

Sixty Days—Taxation 

Point of Interest. 

Leads in 

THE WEATHER. 
.If 

• north 
* tonight i 

UNIVERSITY READINGS. 

• 7 a. m» IT ? 
• mum IS; . 
• baaMMtar'SKTl.;'-' •= 

(BY H. D. PAULSON.) 
Bismarck, N. D., Jan. 4.—The four­

teenth assembly of the North Dakota 
legislature will be convened at 12 
o'olock tomorrow noon. 

The senate will be called to order 
by A. T. Kraabel, the "retiring lieu­
tenant governor. The various old 
members will take their seats and the 
new members will be sworn in. There 
are 16 men who will this year see 
their first senatorial service. The 
others are former members or hold­
overs. J. H. Fraine will then be sworn 
in - as presiding officer of the body, 
and the usual messages to the gover­
nor and to the house of representa­
tives will be ordered, informing them 
that the senate is in Seesion and ready 
for business. 

The house will, under the laws of 
the state, be called to order by M. J. 
George, chief clerk of the house two 
years ago. The roll call of members 
will be read, and they will be sworn 
in by a justice of the supreme court. 

The election of a speaker is the 
first business. - This done, the usual 
messages to the senate and the gover­
nor will be ordered. 

Both houses will arrange for the 
joint assembly of the day following, 
when the - governor's message, will' be 
read; and flier Inauguration of : the va­
rious state officials take place. 

Following the inauguration, the two 
houses ivill adjourn until Monday o,r 
Tuesday of the week following, this 
time being given over to the perfec­
tion of the organization. 

Big Problems for the Legislators. 
Governor Hanna's message, it is 

anticipated, will deal fully and thor­
oughly with state finances. The ex­
ecutive, who reads his inaugural ad­
dress to the assembly in joint session 
Wednesday afternoon, has been en­
gaged for months in a study of the 
state's financial problem, and his ad­
dress covering that feature of his 
work, together with his recommenda­
tions, is regarded with special . im­
portance. 

Must Do Something. 
Leaving aside, for the moment, the 

internal strife that has been created 
in the state over alleged excessive ex­
penditures by the educational insti­
tutions, and counter charges that the 
various state administrative offices are 
wasting money by duplication of 
work, the fact remains that there is 
a genuine need for a thorough probe 
of the finances, and this is regarded, 
by practically every legislator already 
on the ground, as the principal piece 
of business with which the assembly 
will be occupied. 

So far as is evident at this time, 
there is a general sentiment among 
the legislators that the state's various 
institutions must be maintained at 
their present standard of efficiency. 
No deterioration in their work—es­
pecially by the larger of the institu­
tions—is regarded with favor by 
them. ' 

But the whole problem is one of 
so many intricate features, that it will 
require hard work to solve it. 

Economy Commission. 
Qn.e scheme proposed is that of 

appointing an economy commission, 
similar to that appointed in Minne­
sota two years ago. This commission, 
if placed on the same basis that Min­
nesota's commission was placed, would 
concern itself with a study of the 
state's systefn of government, and 
recommend to the next legislature 
changes deemed advisable. The claim 
has been made that the various state 
departments are operating In such 
manner' as to overlap in their work, 
thus reducing efficiency and increas­
ing the expense. 

Changes in the taxation laws will 
be proposed by which It Is expected 
that the state's revenue can be in­
creased to meet the growing demand 
of the commonwealth! 

Appropriations Uncertain. 
As for prospective appropriations, 

everything is now uncertain. The 
legislature, doepn't know what it has 
to appropriate, although It will this 
year have the benefit of knowing 
from the start what is needed for the 
various departments. Laws of the 
last session providing for early budg­
ets -by the various departments will 
give the appropriation committees of 
the. two houses an opportunity to be­
gin work Immediately, doing away 
with the early season marking of 
time, evident in previous sessions. 

All of the institutions, with the ex­
ception, probably, of one or two, will 
ask the assembly to make good the 
deficiency created by. the reduction In 
the mlll tox, as ordered by the state 
board' of equalisation. Requests for 
appropriations for new buildings are 
light In. comparison with conditions 
prevailing.: heretofore. 

Reduction ia Metnbersblp. J 

Agitation, more or less active dur­
ing the past two years, for a reduc­
tion. In the membership of the as­
sembly, will bring on some action 
with that end in view. Promoters of 
uch reduced membership legislation, 
lowever, are not entirely sanguine of 

success. The present membership of 
the assembly is the greatest' in the 
history of the state, with the maxi­
mum senate membership reached, 
with'almost the maximum attained in 

house. 

Bisriu 
ChristiiuiMNkvfi 
tiee-etact, 
once til) 
purpose 

Jan. 4.—A. M. 
[>reme court Ins-

will not take 
iy of*Friday, the 

. tb. give the court 
opportunity to dispose of sev­

eral big peptdtng cases. 
Chsrlee J. ' Fisk> tile oldest 

member off tile Court In point of 
service,, wî  'become chief justice 
of tbe.cpu|vf hen Judge Chris-
tianson .takes" ;ottce, his election 
to, the eoart.being ac-
ccpted as a nkatler of fact. 

JustiOc-̂ lfe«*' Christianson suc-

bench, Hr.̂ iiatiwoa defeating 
Mr. Spalding-Ui the recent gen­
eral oleotioS., , 

As jrct, M*. Scalding has not an­
nounced his plans for the future. 
It la understood he has several 
very flattering propositions under 
consideration. 

Dickey Man Says He Cannot 
Afford to Attend Legis­

lative Session. 

(by h .  d ;  Paulson.) 
Bismarck, N. : D., Jan. 4.—John 

Thome, elected a .member of the 
house from Dickey county, probably 
will not qualify. He has informed the 
other members from Dickey county 
that he cannot afford the expense of 
attendlng the session, and all efforts to 
induce him to take his seat have so 
far failed. 

State Senator E. J. Sikes of Moun­
trail county, is In a Minot hospital 
critically illj and may die. He was 
elected last November tor the first 
tinie. 

RAWY WEATHER 

Worst Downpours in Years 
Prevent Operations on 

Large Scale. 

HEAVY ARTILLERY 
BATTLES REPORTED 

Germans Capture Important 
Russian Position at 

Borjimow. 

Had Been Closed Since July 
30—Severe Restrictions 

Are Made. 

London, Jan. 4.—The London stock 
exchange reopened for business to­
day, after having been closed on ac­
count of the war since July 30. Severe 
restrictions were placed upon the 
trading in order to prevent anything 
approaching a panic in the selling or 
unloading of securities by hostile 
countries. 

The session opened with a round of 
ringing cheers, to the strains of the 
national anthem, heartily sung by a 
rather smaller attendance than usual. 

A number of British and French 
members were present on account of 
the war, while the exclusion of aliens, 
wh oare not able to satisfy the com­
mittee that they had severed connec­
tion with foreign countries, reduced 
somewhat the foreign attendance. 

FRENZED MOB 
IMS BUCK 

Negroes, Accused of Being 
Implicated in Murder, 

Are Killed. 

Montgomery, Ala., Jan: 4.-
negroes, Ed. and Will Smith. 
.taken from the Wetumpa jail 
today and lynched by a mob. 

They had been accused of 
implicated in the murder of • R: A. 
Stillwel), an Elmore county farmer. 

-Two 
were 
early 

being 

London, Jan. 4.—The extremely 
rainy weather, the worst Europe has 
experienced in years, causing floods in 
the river valleys of the continent as 
well as those of England, has prevent­
ed any operations on a large scale on 
the western battle front and has in­
terfered seriously with those in the 
east. 

There have been heavy artillery en­
gagements from the sea to the Swiss 
border, and occasional attacks by the 
infantry of the opposing armies, which 
when not repulsed have added a few 
yards to the territory in the posses­
sion of the attacking force biit always 
have proved costly adventures. 

Freuch Gain Ground. 
The French have gained a little 

ground between Albert and Roye, just 
north of the point where the line turns 
eastward and to the east of Rheims 
and southwest of Verdun where the 
attempts to make the German posi­
tions on the Meuse untenable are pro­
ceeding slowly. They have also made 
some advance in Alsace, but have suf­
fered a repulse to the northwest of St. 
Menehould. 

In the east the Germans have cap­
tured the important Russian position 
of Borjimow, but elsewhere they have 
been unable to make headway against 
the Russians, who as defenders of 
well fortified positions are aided by 
the wet weather and muddy roads 
which hinder the German movements. 

The Austrians claim to have check­
ed the Russian advance near Corlice 
on the south Galiciap railway, west of 
Ja«lo..but apparently the battle Here 
has not yet been concluded. 

The Russians, on the other hand, 
have taken the Austrian positions near 
Ussok pass, which. should open an­
other entrance for them through the 
Carpathians into Hungary while the 
Austrian retreat in Bukowina is de­
scribed by the Russians as a rout. 

Turks Cross Border. 
_ The Turks have crossed the Rus­

sian border in the Caucasus and ac­
cording to their own account have de­
feated, the Russian garrison at Arda-
han. They are, however, displaying 
anxiety for their remaining posses­
sions in Europe by feverishly fortify­
ing the whole coast line. What they 
fear is not disclosed for it is consider­
ed hardly possible for the allies to 
land a sufficient force to prove a men­
ace to them. It is possible that they 
expect an invasion from another 
source. 

Indications point to the possibility 
of the Balkan states, which are now 
neutral, taking a hand in the war. 

The Greek minister of finance has 
declared that Greece is making prep­
arations to maintain the new territor­
ies which she gained in the Balkan 
wars from Turkey and Bulgaria, but 
that she has more to fear from Bul­
garia than Turkey. 

It is not thought that Rumania can 
look calmly on while the Russians are 
advancing toward Transylvania, and 
it is expected that she will join with 
Russia and try to get the much-covet­
ed eastern province of Austria-Hun­
gary. 

Throughout the British empire and 
in the English churches in foreign 
countries intercession services were 
held today for the success of the al­
lies' arms. Many of the sermons em­
bodied exportations to the young men 
to Join the army. King George attend­
ed services in the village church at 
Sandringham. 

CERHAHfS IHPER1 CHANCELLOR 
SAYS HE DD NOT WANT THIS WAR; 

MS COWfTRY IS WELL PREPARED 
In Interview With Associated Press Representative, He 

Discusses Conditions—Assisting in Belgian Relief 
—Confident of Ultimate Victory. 

investigation of A. C. 
There has been itaore: or 1< 

* •• • • • (Continued on psge 111.) 

«r pre-

Berlin, Jan. 4.—The imperial chan­
cellor, Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg, re-
cevlad a correspondent of the Associ­
ated Press today aqd spoke openly on 
the Belgian relief situation, the ques­
tion, of contraband* the way in which 
industrial Germany has adapted her­
self ..to war conditions, the sentiment 
of Get-many toward her enemies and 
toward America and on the responsi­
bility for the war, which he attributes 
to Great Britain. 

"I did not want this war," was one 
of his phrases, given with striking 
emphasis. "We Germans do not cher­
ish hate," was another, occurring in 
a discussion of the attitude of the 
Germans toward thai French soldiers 
and people. 

Four months and a half of war 
have not passed lightly over the chan­
cellor: In his uniform of lieutenant-
general with grinljsd, close cropped 
beard and iron crosses, first and sec­
ond claaaes, he seamed much older 
than the scholarly, .Crock-coated 
statesman of relchstag debates. Face 
and eyes showed signs of the strain 
of the past'few months. M V : 

•. ConMewt of Victory. 
He speke with confidence of ulttr 

mate German victory, although a 
aiurvg of the should* 

ers was his answer to a query as to 
the possible duration of the war. The 
chancellor had only that afternoon re­
ceived word that his son, a young 
cavalry lieutenant, had been badly 
wounded and captured In Poland by 
the Russians,, but of this he made no 
mention when stating that the situa­
tion on the eastern front appeared to 
be very favorable. 

The interview took place-in the re­
ception room of the historic chancellor 
mansion in the Wllhelmstrasse around 
which cluster memories of Bismarck, 
Oaprivi, Hohenlohe and Beulow. A 
portrait of the emperor with his two 
elder grandchildren, inscribed with 
words of warm appreciation, stood on 
the table; on another table were a 
number Qf signed portraits including 
those of . Duke Ernst August of Bruns­
wick, and Princess August Wilhelm 
and in the anteroom hung a lifs-
sised painting of the ex-chancellor. 
Prinee von Beulow, who has . now ac­
cepted office under h|s successor as 
ambassador, to Italy. . «:• 

Wasls lMli Known. 
The conversation turned •: first to 

news conditlons and the dUlleultlss of 
presenting the German aide of the 

- . 4 

RENEWAL OF GERMANTS (PENSIVE 
MOVEMENT A6AMST WARSAW CHECKED 

TEIITOIRC M SUFFERS SEVBtELlf 
In Other Campaigns, No Essential Changes Are Reported 

—Statements From Russian and Turkish , 
Authorities Differ Widely. 

ATTEMPT TO EXPEL GERMANS FROM CONQUERED ! h 
TERRITORY MAY BE DEFERRED fOR FEW MONTHS 

Attacks of Allies in France and Belgium Have Developed 
into Another Great Struggle—Weather Condi- ' 

tions Preclude Operations in the West. : ,» 

bondon, Jan. 4.—Violent fighting is in progress along Uie 
battlcfront, and at several points there are desperate hand-to-hand en­
counters. The official Russian statement shows that, after capturing 
Bolimow, the Germans attempted to push on to the northeast. In the 
direction of Warsaw, 30 miles away. This movement marked a re­
newal of the German offensive toward the Polish capital, after a period 
of comparative inactivity, but their advancc In tills direction is said to 
have been repulsed with large losses. 

RUSS AND TURK REPORTS DIFFER. 
In the other campaigns no essential changes are reported. In the 

Transcaucasian, the Turks and Russians arc engaged in fierce struggles, 
but the reports from Petrograd and Constantinople concerning the 
outcome are at complete variance. 

In France and Belgium the attacks of the allies failed to develop 
into another great battle. It is believed here that the attempt to expel 
the Germans from the conquered territory may be deferred several 
months. 

In the west unprecedented wet weather precludes operations. 

RUSSIAN STATEMENT OF FIGHTING. 
Petrograd, Jan. 4.—An official communication from the Russian gen­

eral staff in the Caucasus gives details of the lighting in the region of 
Sari Kamyah, in the trans-Caucasus. 

The statement follows: 
"In the region of Sari Kamyah, on January 1, the great battle con­

tinued, obviously to our advantage. The enemy, however, continued to 
offer obstinate resistance. . 

CAPTURED ALMOST COMPLETE REGIMENT. J? 
' ')lVTe^Ptured"tlie50tta rcglmfcntInfantry almost oogtqptatap 
the commander ann uity olficerai . The total Turkish prisoners 
to 5,000 soldiers. 40 officers and several surgeons. 

"We also captured six pieces or mountain artillery, fourteen machine 
guns and ammunition. 

"Next day. the fighting here was still going on. our troops recaptur­
ed some positions which the Turks liad occupied, toook three machine 
guns and more than 700 prisoners. 

TURKISH COMPANIES CUT TO PIECES. V: 
"At one point, a company of Caucasian regiment was dispersed by 

bayonet charges, while two Turkish companies were cut to pieces by 
artillery fire. 

"Our troops are operating under conditions exceptionally painful on 
account of the cold and snow in the high altitude. The morale of our 
soldiers is good, and they fight with ardor." 

FEW INFANTRY ATTACKS LATEEY. 
Paris. Jan. 4.—The official statement shows that the artillery fighting 

along the front is proceeding intermittently and at some points with 
particular violence. There seems to have been few infantry attacks 
recently. 

The French admit failure in the effort to occupy the German posi­
tion in the Meuse country. They claim further progress in Steinbadk* 
The statement mentions the rainy condition. 

STE1NBACH TAKEN BY THE FRENCH. 
Berlin, Jan. 4.—-Steinbach, Alsatiae, a town on the heights between 

Thann and Sennheim, for which desperate fighting was in progress for 
several days, officially is admitted by the German army headquarters' 
statement today, to have been captured by French. 

The French also took possession of the heights to the west of Senn­
heim, but the Germans, in a counter-attack with bayonets, succeeded in 
regaining the position. 

FRENCH AVIATORS DO DAMAGE. 
Ixmdon, Jan. 4.—According to an Amsterdam dispatch to the Ex­

change Telegraph company, French aviators dropped several bombs in 
the vicinity of Brussels Saturday, partly destroying a Zeppelin shed un­
der construction and killing several German soldiers. 
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Straw Vote on Speakership 
is Tie—Favor Small 

Appropriations. 

Several are Perhaps Fatally 

Injured in Derailment of 
Passenger Train. : 
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(BY H. D. PAULSON.) 
Bismarck, N. D., Jan. 4.—The 

farmers' caucus failed to take any ac­
tion in connection' with the speaker­
ship fight today, a straw vote of par­
ticipants resulting in a tie vote, 15 for 
Hanson and 15 for Thompson, with a 
scattering vote for Dean of Grand 
Fortes. 

The caucus gave its attention - par­
ticularly to educational matters, and 
it was clearly indicated that many 
farmers are opposed to very large ed­
ucational appropriations. 

One speaker before the caucus in­
sisted that North Dakota should not 
admit to its Institutions students from 
other states. 

The failure of farmers to reach any 
agreement was announced at an ad­
journment of their caucus, just a 
short time before .general republican 
caucus was commenced. 

PREPARES FOR 
v GERMAN INVASION 

London, Jan. 4.—Stimulated by the 
expectation that Germany would prob­
ably aorae day attempt a landing on 
the east coast of England, Yorkshire 
is making preparations to resist the 
invaders by enrolling a corps of civil 
guards and volunteers whose chief 
headquarters will be at Hull, and is 
raising by subscription funds with 
which to provide uniforms, arms and 
equipment • 

Baron Munburnholme, who Is the 
leading aplrit in the project, stated 
that the movement was making sitis-
factory ..progress. Instructions hair* 
been 4ra*n by, thsmnitary a*tbor--v! 

in the adftmt of •» 

Albert Lea, Minn., Jan. 4.—The Dm 
Moines southbound Minneapolis and 
St. iLouis passenger was wrecked by a 
defective switch at Emmons, Minn., 
today and the chair car and smoker 
was demolished. The relief train' 
brought here twelve seriously hurt. 

Thomas Mayer of Humboldt, Iowa; 
Matt Eraher of Luverne and Conduc­
tor Keating of Minneapolis, perhaps 
are fatally injured. 

Other seriously injured are: E. J. 
Connolly, Fort Dodge, Iowa; H. S. 
Snook, Minneapolis; A. L. McAllister. 
Minneapolis; H. R. Clother, Forest 
City. Iowa; F. M. Long, Dee Moines, 
Iowa. Others were badly bruised, 
but continued on their Journey after 
receiving medical attention. 

RELIEVE~PRISONERS 
Missionaries to to Siberia snes to go i 

Supplies For 
Washington. Jan. 4.—To reUere 

German and. Austrian prisoners of war 
a committee of missionaries of the 
principal denominations will start to­
morrow for Peking for the'interior 9t 
Siberia, bearing many supplies aa4 
clothing furnished by the AJneritNi 
Red. Cross. 
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