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COMPLETE VICTORY IS INDICATED: 
NUMBER OT REPUBLICANS FIRMLY 

BDffiD WILSON IN HIS ATTITUDE 
Representative Pou Declares it is "Infamous Lie" to Say 

Executive Wants War—Second Roil Call 
Also a Victory. 

Washington; March 7.—By substantial majorities, 
on two heavy test votes, President Wilson's stand that con­
gress shall not advise Americans to abandon their rights 
to travel on merchant ships armed for defense, was en­
dorsed in the. house. Administration forces ruled the field 
and defeated determined efforts to amend the resolution 
to the liking of the president's opponents, and put it square­
ly before the house for a final vote, probably at Q. o'clock 
lonight. 

In the first test Tote in the house on the armed ship question, the 
administration forces :won 956 to 160. The opportunity for amending 
the McLemffire resolution to warn Americans off armed ships of the 
European belligerents was removed, and the house turned to debate on 
the resolution Itself, with every Indication that it would be taibled as 
the president desired, as a demonstration to foreign nations' that dis­
tentions i 
congress. 

Tlie question to adopt a special rule was then put. 
Campbell demanded yeas and nays, and at 1:15 o'clock roll call be-

again st his foreign policy do not represent the majority of 

Representative 
o r  ~  ~ "  

gan on adoption of ruleto consider warning resolution. 

ASSKMBIJEAT 11 O CJLOOK FOR BIG FIGHT. 
Previous to this, promptly at 11 o'clock, the house assembled for the 

all-day fight of the administration forces to kill the McLemore resolu­
tion. Speaker Clark was In the chair, and Acting Chairman Pou of 
the rules committee, submitted a special rule under which debate pro­
ceeded. Pou asked unanimous consent for a 80-mlnutce' debate on 
the rule. Ibere was no objection and debate began. 

i POU GDIS FIRST APPMUSE. 
Fou'tpok the floor and opened the light for rule. The first out­

burst of applause from the floor came at the outset of I'ou's speech 
when he said: 

"AU the Imps of hell'never devised a more infamous lie than the 
declaration that has been made that President Wilson wants war." 

JiO VBOCeSP IMS'Jfi^ 
furthest from President Wilson'* mind Is a de#re for 

_ nwed; JPMHUJ t» niailve-. B>iiwgett;---acpaliUt»ir '̂-?OtM. 
attacked the rule, however, as 'WwanDy, evasive and treacherous." 

Representative Cantrill, of Kentuck^a^<MHMWMit," and a member of 
the rules cxHurmlttee, said he would .vote for tw rule, because only by 
Its adoption- amid the house put Itself on record on the warning reso­
lution Issue-

"Thank God that President Wilson Is the chief executive of the na­
tion now," he declared amid heavy'democratic applause. 

At the end of an hour and a half of debate on the rule a vote on the 
motion for "the previous question," a motion to end the debate on the 
rule Itself was in order. This brought the first roll call and the first 
victory for the administration forces. 

WOUM> SEEK DIRECT EXPRESSION. 
Representative Campbell of Kansas, republican member of the 

rules committee, announced when Pou concluded that If the motion to 
close debate on the rule were defeated he would offer a substitute for 
the McLemore resolution which would be a direct warning to Ameri­
cans to keep off armed ships. 

"If the rule Is defeated," declared Representative Harrison, dem­
ocrat, of Mississippi, the administration leader, "you will not only send 
joy to the hearts of the people In a foreign capital, but you will stab 
your own president In the back." 

Republican Leader Mann, In a ten-minute speech, pleaded that the 
house defeat the rule in order that the McLemore resolution might be 
amended and a vote on the straight warning resolution obtained. 

IS QUESTION OF AMERICA FIRST. 
Representative Harrison of Mississippi took up the debate for the 

administration. "This is not a question for us to divide upon as dem­
ocrats or republicans," said he. "It Is a question of America first. It 
is a question whether you shall rise above narrow partisanship and 
stand for the American government. 

"The question today," he concluded, "is whether you are with the 
president or against him." 

MUST STAND WITH PRESIDENT. 
Representative Chlperfleld of Illinois, republican, declared he fav­

ored standing with President Wilson. 
"The people of Illinois," he declared, "are desirous of standing by 

the president to preserve the flag of the nation untarnished and un­
sullied, but there is no more dangerous man than he who at all times 
insists on the full measure of his rights, regardless of what disastrous 
consequeices might follow.. He usually is either a fool or a knave and 
sometimes both." 

Loud cheers greeted this declaration. Scattered applause from the 
democrats greeted Representative Gardner, republican, who spoke on 
the parliamentary status of McLemore resolution. 

"If yon want to stand with the president and two ex-presidents 
you will vote to sustain the rule and table the Mcl/emore resolution," 
he said. 

PAGE DISAGREES 
WITH PRESIDENT 

ANDJVON'T RUN 
Washington, March 7.—Repre­

sentative Robert N. Page of North 
Carolina,' brother of Ambassador 
Page at London, lias announced in 
* letter to his constltutents that 
he will not be a candidate for re­
election because he disagrees with 
the president in the submarine 
controversy. Page's announcement 
caused a sensation in the house-

DEPOSITORS TO 
BE PAD; BANK 
OPENSJNWBK 

Directors of Casselton Insti­
tution Contribute JLarge 

Sums. 

Fargo, TC. D., March 7.—it was of­
ficially announced here today that the 
First National bank of Casselton 
would be reopened within one week. 
The exact opening day has not been, 
fired. Every depositor will be paid 
In full, each director of the bank hav­
ing contributed *26,000 with the ex­
ception of one, who contributed $30,-
000 to cover alleged shortages and 
slow paper that were the immediate 
causes of closing the bank. 

nwiioisr 

Of INSURANT 

Meeting to bis^Held in Fargo 
Monday—©rand Forks 

! Men toAttend. 

Twins of All Sizes and Ages 
Attend Meeting for Their 

Own Good. 

The rule providing for four hours' 
debate on the motion to table Mc­
l/emore warning resolution was adopt­
ed on roll call, 271 to 138. One man 
voted present. With this action the 
administration forces scored another 

victory, and placed the McLemore 
resolution before the' house for de­
bate and vote without amendment. 

Administration leaders said there Is 
no doubt the two previous votes show­
ed they could table it by a large ma­
jority. 

ALL TRAFFIC 
INTERRUPTED 

' "r_ •••'.;* '"V 

Four Inches of Heavy Snow 
That Fell in New York 

Causes Trouble. 

New York. March 7.—Steamship 
movements and street traffic here 
were seriously interrupted yesterday 
by a heavy snow storm. The weather 
bureau reported that four inches had 
fallen, and added that this probably 
would be increased to six inches by 
this morning. , .. 

A call was Issued by the city last 
night for 40,000 men to clear the snow 
from, the streets. Railroad traffic, ac­
cording to • officials, remained almost 
normal, but many incoming steam­
ships were forced to anchor down the 
bay. Among those were .the Kristi-
anlafjord, from Bergen, the 8tock-
holm from" Gothenburg and the «x-
oala from Havana. 

GASOUpVE GOES ONE PER CENT. 
St. Louis, March l^-An advance, of 

one cent a gallon to the price or g*so, 
line, •ffisetiVe today was announced 
here yesterday. The new schedule !# 
17.t tiintfe from all wagon* and at the 
-

ASK DECREE FOR 
RAILROAD SATE 

Trust Company and Other 
Parties Make Request in 

Filed Stipulation., J ; 

San Francisco, March 7.—A decree 
for the sale of the Western Pacific 
railway was asked yesterday In the 
United States court in a stipulation 
filed by the Equitable Trust company 
of New York and other parties to the 
Western Pacific receivership. 

The writ was aBked by Jared How, 
attorney for the Equitable Trust com­
pany, to prevent enforcement of 
Judge Van Fleet's order that the'Mis­
souri Pacific railway and (he Penver 
& Rio Qrande railroad appear in the 
proceedings within thirty days. 

The appearance of the Missouri Pa­
cific and the Denver ft Rio Grande In 
the receivership, case, he jald, might 
delay the sale of the Western Pacific 
for years, while the exact status of 
.the two guarantors was- being de­
termined. He said atoothat the ex­
pense of underwriting the proposed 
120,000,000 issue oraXwJbpnSp under 

be 
ten complel 

Chicago, March 7.—There were all 
sizes and sexes of twins at-the Di-
versay Boulevard Methodist Episco­
pal church Sunday night. They had 
been rounded up by the Rev. Burt E. 
Smith, the pastor. Those whom the 
stork had not left in pairs had loan­
ed their presence and their moral 
suport to the success of the "'Twins' 
Night" services. 

The Rev. Smith had chosen for his 
theme, 'The Birthright." He had 
enumerated the powers God gives to 
each of his children, principal among 
them being the power to discover one­
self through the Almighty, and thus 
attain the highest Intellectual and 
spiritual strength. 

There were twins in the choir. Twin 
girls whistled as a musical accom­
paniment to hymns; twin girls played 
sweet violin music. And then— 

"There are wonderful possibilities, 
heretofore hidden, in each of you," 
the pastor said. "Who is there 
among you who has not given his life 
to Jesus who wishes to come forward 
and' do so now?" 

The choir was singing "God Will 
J"ake Care of You" when a well-dress­
ed man with an iron gray mustache 
rose and came forward. With him 
came his two twin boys, 9 years old. 

The singing stopped and at the 
Rev. Mr. Smith's request this man 
turned and consecrated his own life 
and his boys.' 

"I intended leaving for Milwaukee 
on a business trip when I saw the 
Rev. Smith's announcement of twins' 
night," the convert said later. "I 
had been slipping a bit and I gave 
up my trip for the sake of my boys/ 

PROTESTSTO 
SUPIfflE COURT 

Reason for Action is That 
Brandeis Made Statements 

That Were Disliked. 

Washington, March 7.—'Rev. James 
Cannon, Jr., of Virginia, chairman of 
the legislative committee of the anti-
saloon league of America, protested 
against confirmation ' of Louis D. 
Brandels's nomination to the supreme 
court yesterday before the senate in­
vestigating committee, because of 
statements made by Mr. Brandeis In 
1891 when he was counsel for the 
Protective Liquor Dealers' association 
and the New England Brewers' asso­
ciation before the Massachusetts leg­
islature. 

8enator Chilton suggested that this 
incident occurred twenty-five years 
ago and that there was quite a differ­
ence between the public attitude to­
ward the liquor question then and to­
day. 

Dr. Cannon directed particular at­
tention to certain quoted statements, 
one of-them to the effect that liquor 
dealing was not wrong. 

Tomorrow the committee will hear 
James T. Lennox, Abe'Stein and MOM 
J. Stroock in regard to the Lennox 
bankruptcy case, discussed by many 

(Herald Special Service.) 

Fargo, X. D., March 7.—Advance­
ment of the interest* of the insurance 
business in North' Dakota is the ob­
ject of the proposed-North Dakota In­
surance Federation, which will be or­
ganized at a meeting of insurance 
agents to be held in Far go next Mon­
day, and which will b<? attended by in­
surance men from AU sections of the 
state. 

Mark T. McKee, • secretary of the 
National Council Of Insurance Federa­
tions, who comes to Fargo from De­
troit, Mich-, will be joined in Minne­
apolis by a group of Mill City insur­
ance men, and ori the day following 
the North Dakota meeting in Fargo, 
Mr-' McKee will be at Minneapols for 
the Minnesota state meeting. 

-Fargo committees, of which Harry 
Carpenter is the secretary, have re­
ceived reports that aI great, number of 
insurance men will be here for the 
session. Kntertainment features are 
being provided by the Town. Criers 
club of this city. £ • 

In the promotion; of the plan, two 
sectional committees of • insurance 
men have beeit appointed, as follows: 

Southern SectionV-J. F.- Treat, H. 
G. Carpenter, B. V, Moore, J. J. 
Feekler, F. W. Thomas, Wright Scott, 
P. W. Clemens, F. H. AVilder, W. C. 
Macfadden, J. Pv Gl«asori, A.- O. Rup­
ert, A w." McNair, r. H. Anheier, J. H. 
Dahl, J. c. Turner, II. T. Baker, T. B. 
Hull and E. F. • 

Northern Se&fflSJrar. "Brockhoff, 
S. B. E. Sees0A.fPL1 .eUffafd, J. E. 
Sheejiy, G. Taylor, 
f <W, PennlR ^S!fci^}(:MACjnsief 1. 
<&$£son' Nuas, J1 
fttiWineiwui, C. K. 
Garvin and 

Principal to the 
proposed insurance.lfca^riUlqh include 
a campaign of educ&fion, in which the 
whole problem, of insurance will be 
presented to the inSuHjig public, to 
the end that a bStttf^-understanding 
of the business shall be attained. 

SUPERIOR DOCTOR 
NOT TO BE SHOT 

Los Angeles, Cal., March 7.—Re­
ports that Dr. James A. Rene, former­
ly of Superior, Wis., was to be execut­
ed at Mazatlan, Mex.,' on March 15, 
by Oa.rra.nza, Authorities arc untrue 
according to Miss Adelaide Rene, 
daughter of the physician, who is in 
Los Angeles. 

Miss Adelaide Rene said she receiv­
ed this information late today in a 
telegram from William E. Alger the 
American consul at Mazatlan. which 
read; 

"The .report is false. Dr. Rene is 
in no trouble here." 

Efforts of Miss Rene and other rel­
atives to get into communication with 
Dr. Rene thus far liave been fruitless. 

SOCIAL SURVEY 
JOB ABOLISHED 

Chicago, March 7.—The oitv council 
yesterday abolished the position of 
superintendent of social survey by 
failing- to appropriate for it. 

This place was occupied by Mrs. 
Page Waller Eaton, who resigned re­
cently and charged her superior offi­
cer, Mrs. Louise Osborne Rowe, of 
compelling her to pay a third of her 
salary for the alleged benefit of Mayor 
Thompson's sister-in-law. 

The charges were heard by the civil 
service commission which i6 expected 
to report next week. 

INDIANA PRIMARY 
IS HELD TODAY 

Indianapolis, Tn<i., March 7.—One 
m5".J heated campaigns in the 

history of Hooeier politics closed last 
night -and the voters today are ex­
pressing their preferences in the first 
statewide preferential primary to be 
held in Indiana. 

Candidates for the nomination for 
president are being voted upon. Presi­
dent Wilson Is without opposition on 
the democratic, ticket and former Vice 
President .Charles W. Fairbanks is the 
only candidate for the republican 
nomination for president on the In­
diana ballot. 

Three candidates are seeking the 
republican nomination for United 
8tates senator and three the nomina­
tion for. governor. mm 

SHIPS LEAVE 
Twenty Dreadnoughts Sail 

From Kiel, Say Delayed 
" : r i R e p o r t s .  .  

, Rome, March 7 —Twenty German 
dreadnoughts have left Kiel, accord* 
Ing to. information received here. 

The foregoing cable waa held up by. 
er British censor for two daya An­

other .dispatch, filed in London this 
morning, mid a fleet of 2S German 
warships was observed Monday orusi-
ing ln the. North Sea. This 

SENATOR StITHtRLAM), RffUBlRAN, 
supp«ns wiisort gouniry must 

PROTECT ITS NATIONAL HONOR 
Washington. March 7.—-Discussing the armed ship issue in the 

senate, Senator Sutherland of Utah, republican member of Uic foreign 
relations committee, stood squarely behind President Wilson In his pol­
icy In dealing with Germany In the submarine negotiations. 

"J do not want war at any time," said Sutherland, "and I pray 
God that It may not come. But I would rather have war with all Its 
sacrifices and suffering than that this nation, with its long history of 
heroism and glory, should play die poltroon when confronted by a su­
preme national duty, because It {daces a greater value upon Its ease 
than upon Its honor." 

"I am one of those who desire peace," Senator Sutherland con­
tinued, "but a nation, when all other means have failed, that will not 
resent a flagrant and Illegal attack upon the lives or ita own citizens 
Is only less destestable than a man who will not fight for his wife 
and children. And, believing as I do about that, if the life of an 
American citizen is again taken by the illegal and deliberate sinking 
without warning of a merchant ship .unarmed or armed oidy for de­
fense. I believe that this government should bring the offending nation 
to a stern reckoning. I shall never give my consent to the issuance 
of a formal and official notice such as has been proposed, which If not 
heeded, would, without minimizing our duty in the least, have the ef­
fect of embarrassing and weakening our moral standing. If we should 
once more be under the sad necessity of seeking reparation for the 
destruction of the lives of our people." 

CAPTURE Of 
FRESICS BY 

THEGERMANS 
War Office at Berlin Makes 

Claim Today—Further 
Progress Made. 

TEUTONS ADVANCE 
WEST OF MEUSE 

Australian Siege Brigade 
Aids French at Verdun— 
British Artillery Moved. 

ENLISTS IN LEAGUE 
TO ENFORCE PEACE 

Dr. W. O. Thompson. 

-The Ohio branch of the League to 
Enforce Peace, the object of which is 
to establish and maintain peace after 
the close of the present war, has just 
been organized with Dr. W. O. 
Thortipson, president of the Ohio state 
university, as the tlrst president. The 
league does not attempt to end the 
present war nor to combat prepared­
ness. Its aim is to establish an effec­
tive International court. 

WORST NOT TO 
BE CANDIDATE 

Will not be Nominee of Non­
partisan League is 

the Report. 

,J* Storth Sea. 
. ... was r^elved Ih London from VlMuiii, mm 1 NOrth K6U«,<V 

Ji 
% 

* 

iu 

(Herald Special Service.) 
Fargo, N. D., Maroh 7.—John H. 

Worst, deposed president of the North 
Dakota agricultural college, will not 
be the nominee of the North Dakota 
Farmers Non-partisan league, if opin­
ions expressed by officers of the 
league, and a number of its cam­
paigners, can be accepted as being in­
dicative of the probable temper of the 
state convention which will be held in 
Fargo early in April—when the 
league's candidate will be nominated. 

For some time—in fact, ever since 
Worst's breach with the board of re­
gents—the possibility that the agri­
cultural college president might be­
come the league's candidate for the 
governorship has been quite generally 
discussed and commented.upon by the 
press of this state—but so far as it is 
possible to learn from league officials, 
there is no disposition on the part of 
that organization to back Worst for 
the governorship. 

Pledged to a program which has 
the advancement of the farmer and 
his Interests, the league's official pub­
lication has repeatedly declared the 
need of placing a farmer on the ticket 
as a candidate for governor. Hence, 
to turn from that program at this'late 
hour is not looked upon as feasible. 

Another plea made by the league 
is against-the adoption of the candi­
dacy of. sny man who has been previ­
ously alttgned with the politicians of 
the state,^and the fact that Worst has 
been very active in politics, being a 
candidate for senator two years ago, 
disqualifies him under the provision 
of the league's program. 

Dr. Want has not yet determined 
what he will do, but it is understood 
that he is considering an offer to be­
come associated with an agricultural 
paper/ His, decision probably will be 
announced shortly, but he has declar­
ed that whatever line he adopts, he 
stilly will continue a resident of North 
Dakota. 

NO PLACE FOR 
BACHELOR IUDGE 

Court of Domestic Relations 
Not Liked by Judge 

Jacob Hopkins. 

Chicago, March 7.—The court of 
domestic relations is no place for a 
bachelor judge. 

Judge Jacob H. Hopkins has reach­
ed this conclusion after six months on 
the bench of this tribunal. 

To save the remnants of his shat­
tered ideals of matrimony, he has aslj-
ed to be transferred to some other 
court. To avert what seemed an im­
pending tragedy to a bachelor soul. 
Chief Justice Harry Olson has grant­
ed his request. Judge John R. New­
comer will succeed Judge Hopkins in 
his position. 

Judge Hopkins is handsome, 
wealthy, cultured and regarded as one 
of the city's eligible bachelors. When 
not listening to marital woes he has 
been kept busy dodging the darts of 
cupid and the traps of designing 
mammas. 

Couldn't Stand It. 
"Yes," said Judge Hopkins, "I'm 

through, I couldn't stand It any 
longer. As judge of the court of do­
mestic relations it seems to me I have 
listened to the stories of all the do­
mestic- uahappiaees ̂ ln world, -1 
didn't know there was so much. . 

"I had been brought up In a 
straight tradition- I. had ideals of 
matrimony. X viewed marriages 
through rosy mists of sentiment and 
poetry. I believed there was still love 
in the world—love that endured from 
the altar to the grave. I remained a 
bachelor, it is true. But the world 
need not know everything. I have my 
dreams. I may get married some day. 
Who knows? 

Heard Much. 
"I brought my ideals with me in­

to the court of domestic relations. 1 
sat there day after day listening to 
nothing but the sorrows and tragedies 
of married couples, to the sordid tales 
of wife-beatings, disloyal husbands, 
treacherous wives, love drowned ia 
wine, love whose requiem was the fox­
trot music of the cabaret. 

"My illusions died one by one. T 
began to wonder whether any such 
thing as marital happiness existed on 
earth. I was almost tempted to be­
lieve marriage was an inferno above 

portals of which might be in-

FRESNES TAKEN*. 
Berlin, March 7.—The war ofBoo 

announced that the village of Freo-
nes, in the Woevre district, south­
east of Verdun, was captured thi« 
morning by the Germans. 

Further Progress. 
Paris, March 7.—Further progress 

has been made by the Germans in the 
Verdun drive to the west of the Meus* 
river. A semi-official announcement 
is made! here that the Germans had 
succeeded by violent bombardment in 
pushing along the railroad in tho 
neighborhood of Reignville. The war 
office announced that a division of 
German troops advancing to the at­
tack has captured hill No. 265. 

the 
scribed: 

"All hope 
here." 

abandon ye who enter 

Wanted Transfer. 
"So 1 asked to be transferred. It 

was a last desperate measure of self-
defense. My dreams mean something 
to me. A bit of sentiment spells hap­
piness. An illusion Is a fortune in it­
self. This court has killed most of 
my illusions. But deep down in the 
cyclone cellars of my soul, some may 
have escaped. I wanted to quit this 
court of tragedies before they too 
were, destroyed. 

"You see." added Judge Hopkins, 
"I may get married some day. Who 
knows?" 

FORMER BAND MAN 
COMPOSES BIG HIT 

Eugene. Ore;, March - 7.—Professor 
Albert Perfect, director of the Eugene 
municipal band, and also of the uni­
versity band is the author of a 
burlesque that is the hit of .the season 
In the east, though his production has 
only been on the market fixWeeks. 
"Alkali Ike," a burlesque with a sub­
title, "A North Dakota . M^MMSsr-
standing," is the name of the>p(eoe 
and it is being publlshed f or band'and 
orchestra. 

Mr. Perfect formerly dlrectM 'tlle 
minor band. 

POLICEMEN'S HOURS 
GREATLY REDUCED 

Minneapolis, March T.—Mayor W. 
C. Nye yesterday issued an order re­
ducing the hours of policemen from 
ten to eight hours a day, in the hope 
of bringing about greater efficiency 
and cutting down the number of mi­
nor robberies and other crimes. In a 
statement to the public he pleaded 
for a larger force and said that the 
police department had been too se­
verely criticised. 

The grand Jury which today began • 
an investigation of vice conditions in 
the city questioned several young girls 
who have told stories of being lured 
into lives of crimes. 

VARSITY WOMEN TO 
COMPETE FOR PRIZE 

Grant Interest Being Aroused In the 
Dramatic Reading for the Dr. King 

Oratorical Award. 

Australian Troops Help. 
London, March 7.—Dispatches from 

Melbourne published here stating that 
Minister of Defense Pearce had an­
nounced that the Australian siege bri­
gade is fighting at Verdun. The first 
statement printed here waa that the 
British forces were operating with the 
French at Verdun. 

It has been reported here that Brit­
ish artillery has been moved to Ver­
dun and that it had been doing good 
execution, but it is not known wheth­
er the big guns transferred are being 
mnned by British or French artil­
lerymen. 

Great enthusiasm among the stu­
dents has greeted the recent an­
nouncement of the university board 
of debate and oratory that a part of 
the Dr. King oratorical prise will be 
available for prises in a dramatic 
reading contest. 

The fact that the proposed contest 
will be open only to women has 
sharpened interest in it Under the 
will of the late Dr. F. J. King of St. 
Thomas 91,000 was left at the dis­
posal of the university authorities, the 
income from which was to be used 
as prises in some forensic contest. 
This is tbe first year in which a part 
of this Income is available. 

$1,000 DAMAGE 
CAUSED BY FIRE 

Mandan. X. JD., March 7.—A fire oc­
curred at the home of Dr. M. Kranz 
doing in the neighborhood of $1,000 
worth of damage to floor, furniture, 
heating plant and personal effects in 
the basement. The loss was fully cov­
ered by insurance. 

The cause of the fire is believed to 
have been over-heated pipes of the 
heating plant In the basement, as the 

-that was^Jcnpfm icrf thje.-flre 
the smoke ccyning. through the Jtbor. 
Mrs. Kranr. rushed to the basement 
door with the intention Of going down 
in the basement to see what the trou­
ble was but the basement was so full 
of smoke she could not enter. The 

.fire department soon arrived and it 
was but a tew minutes before the fire 
was under control. 

AUTIiH 
STAR SPARATE 

Mrs. Belmont and Marie 
Dressier Sever Connec­

tions Abruptly. 

New York. March 7.—Diplomatic 
relations between Mrs. Oliver H. P. 
Belmont and Miss Marie Dressier, late 
star of "Melinda and Her Sisters," the 
comic opera of which Mrs. Belmont 
admits authorship, have been abrupt­
ly severed. 

The break between the erstwhile 
associates in art came last Wednesday 
night. Now Mrs. Belmont has set 
her lawyer on Marie, ajid Miss Dress­
ier has spurned the gift with which 
the society leader recompensed the 
burlesque artist's services, "for char­
ity." But the crowning insult of all-
Miss Dressier has bestowed on Mrs. 
Belmont a second name, the deristve 
title of "Alva 'Economical' Belmont." 
And it is all for a song the Ballet 
Russe, in which Miss Dressier gave a 
screaming satire on "The Faun." Tt 
was the hit of the piece and is the 
center and circumference of the auar-
rel. 

Miss Dressier claims the song as her 
property: Mrs. Belmont insists it is a 
part of "Melinda" and belongs to her. 
Miss Dressier holds the score and Mrs. 
Belmont's lawyer demands Its return. 

Dates Back Six Weeks. 
The story of the affray dates back 

six weeks before the performance on 
February 19 at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
when society watched its prettiest de­
butantes, in setting oft distinguished 
professionals act as superior chorus 
ladies. The opera, written by Mrs. 
Belmont and composed by Elsa Max­
well, netted $8,000 for the Congres­
sional Union. 

The Russian ballet song was intro­
duced when Miss Maxwell discovered 
a similarity between Miss Dressler'a 
chief song and one now being used 
by another well known performer. 
Miss Dressier worked up with Miss 
Maxwell the idea of a satire on tho 
"Faun." It was agreed that it should 
not be published with the opera. 

After the opera waa over, Mlsa 
Dressier gathered up her song and 
took it home. The next day she re­
ceived from Mrs. Belmont, who was 
not aware of the song's disappearance, 
a fiattering letter of thanks and a Jew­
eled parasol handle. Miss Dreesler 
was happy over the letter and the 
gift. Her awakening came nine day* 
later, when Mrs. Belmont demanded 
the return of the song. 
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"I don't fancy being called a thief," 
Miss Dressier said. "The song la mine. 
If Mrs. Belmont felt herself too poeT 
to pay for the orchestra, > I was ready -
to pay for it myself. The 'BUlet -
Russe' was not printed in a aoore^of 
'Melinda' and will not bee 
ever, went to Mrs. Belmont's hOwaa 
and put that •?&- parasol handle tnts 
the hand of her Turk at tbe door and : 
aaked h**n to dellTer it to Mm. 4W*;, 
Vootoomtoal' Behnont wfiai my -
pUments. I spent nearly. |IM 
my own pocket on that aftstrn. b«t: 
a good loser. . r« waiting ft* 
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