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WILL CONSIDER
QUESTIONS OF
~VAST IMPORT

Tariff System for all Allied
Countries to be

Brought Up.

PEACE PROBLEMS
TO BE CONSIDERED

Affairs Affecting Enemies
and Neutrals to be
Taken Up.

Paris, April 8.—A conference of the
entente allles for the discussion of

economic and commercial questions

will assemble in Paris April 20. It will|.

be attended by many distinguished
delegutes, Including a number of cab-
inet ministers from the various coun-

tries. The conference will extend over
four days. President Poincare will pre-
side at the opening session. Premier
Hughes of Australia, who will be a
delegate, I8 expected to take the ad-
vanced position for a joint tariff sys-
tem, which  will establish minimum
rates among the allies and their col-
onies, reasonable rates for neutrals,
and strong discrimination against all
dealings with hostile countries, Other
subjects to be taken up are:

One—An understanding concerning
all legislation intended to regulate
commercial irelations among belliger-
ents, such as the execution of con-
tracts, the recovery of credits, the se-
questration of goods and the subject
of patents. 3 \

Two—Precautionary measures to bol

taken against invasion of the allied
countries by German products after
the passage of the state of war to a
state of peace.

,Three—The reparation of war dam-

ic_and telephonic rates amohg
@d countries.
e—Agreements relative
ational transport of goods. .-
—The creation of an intefnation-
patent office.
Beven—A commercial regime of
colonies of the allied countries.
Eight—The Internationalization of
laws concerning stock companies.
Nine—Measures intended to reduce
metallic circulation through an inter-
national chamber of compensation
and postal check system.
Ten—Uniform principles to be in-
scribed in laws relative to the false
designation of merchandise.
Eleven—Fallures due to war.
Twelve—Legislation regarding loss
and theft of bonds payable to bearer.

to the

200,000 MEN
BEFORE VERDUN

Paris—Tell of Various
Attacks.

Paris, April 7,—~The German-losses
before Verdun up to the present time
have reached the huge total of 200,000
men, . one of the greatest battle losses
in the whole range of warfare, accord-
.ing to estimates made public here to-
day from a semi-officlal source, “the
result of careful inquiry made in the
highest quarters in which the figures
have been rigorously checked and
verified.”

“Documentary and verbal testimony
gathered and authenticated permit
the giving of precise details concern-
ing the losses suffered by the Germans
and by us on the Verdun front,” says
the semi-officlal communication given
to.the Associated Press. “During the
period from February 21, when the
battle. began to April 1, it is known
that two army corps, namely, the
third and the eighteenth, have been
withdrawn from the front, having lost
in the first attacks at least one-third
of their forces. . They. have reappear-
ed since and’ have agaip suffered like

lossen.

Use Reinforcements.
‘“The German reinforcements ' are
practically used up as fast as they are
put in Hne. The total effectives of
the eighteenth corps-have in this way

lost 17,000 men and the third corps
has lost 23,000 men.
‘Concerning: the 131st division,

which took possession of North Vaux,
about March 12, we have precise in-
formation. More than one-half of the
Seventh regiment of its reserves was
put out of sotion by our machine guns
in : the ineffectual attack against the
slgpes of the fort. The 8ixth regiment
met similar losses, of which the total
reached 60 per cent of the regiment’s

Ves,
: e. nineteenth German infantry
hail:Already suffered similar.losses in
attacking the village of Vaux on
‘March 9. Its thirteenth company waa
‘surprised and annihilated. - In enter-
ing the village houses, its first bat-
uf_tou reduced 80 per cent.
) X to One-half,
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NO GERMAN WARSHIP
OR SUBHERSIBLE SANK
SUSSEY, SAYS BERLI

Berlin, April 8.—The
German government an-
nounced that no German
submarine or warship is

responsible for the Sussex
disaster.

GERMAN PLUNGE
UPON AMERICAS
NOT THOUGHT OF

Herr von Jagow Brands all
Such Rumors as “Silliest
Kind of Talk.”

NO ANTI-AMERICAN
- POLICY CONSIDERED

Brands Canadian Reports of
Invasion as Malicious
Stories.

Berlin, April 8.—Recent press dis-
patches have brought word of state-
ments in the Canadian parliament and
Canadian newspapers that Germany
is planning after this war to plunge
upon the American continent, particu-
larly to demand the cession to Ger-
many of the Dominion of Canada. In
& conversation with Herr von Jagow,
minister of foreign affairs, the Asso-
ciated Press correspondent referred to
thess TUINOYS, . The foreign minister’s
first reply was an outburst of laugh-
D ed all such re-

“#illiest kind of rumor.

‘‘How can the people invent or be-
lleve such stories?” von Jagow asked,
‘“To anyone not entirely blinded by
passion it is evident beyond a doubt
that Germany never purseud such
senseless alms and never contemplat-
ed doing so. Can one imagine a state
of affairs in Burope after the war such
that we should have the leisure or a
free enough hand to divert our
strength and efforts to such a task on
the American continent? Equally ri-
diculous, though unfortunately this
phase has a serlous side, are the
rumors which I understand are cur-
rent here and there in the United
States that Germany after the war
will take revenge on the United States
by pursuing an anti-American policy.
It is even reported to me that some
apprehensive souls in America forsee
from a victoriuos Germany an attempt
to break down the Monroe Doctrine,
plant its flag In 8South or Central
America or even design to leap upon
the United States and crush them In
order to attain the mastery of both
continents. I need hardly assure you
that such reports, which from time to
time, have been sent afloat by the
enemies of Germany in the evident in-
tention of stirring feeling against us,
are too absurd for denial. I need on-
ly recall that Germany has never

laced {tself in opposition to the
Kmorlcsn principle of the Monroe
Doctrine.”

Circulating Medium
is Scarce in India

Bombay, India, April 8.—From
20,000 to 26,000 sovereigns have been
melted down in India every day for
the last eighteen months for the pur-
pose of making up for the falling off
in the imports of gold bullion. The
effect of this has en to create a
decrease in the ojrculating medium
which may have to be made good by
the end of the year by the increased
coinage of rupees.

FOURTH GERMAN
WARLOANGROWS

Many Subscriptions are An-
nounced by the Berlin
- Government.:

» . .. A 4 ’.- " . ' f
Berlin, April 8, Via Wireless to Say-
ville, g?'? -'—“rge total sum subacrib-
ed to the.fourth: German war loan is
10,712,000,000, marks,”’ says a state-
ment given out by the Overseas news
agency. ‘‘Subscriptions by persons on
the fighting front and in foreign coun-
tries are not contained in this account.

The, number of subscriptions was 5,-

379,846, which proves that success was

obtained by a truly. popular subscrip-

tion in which' all classes participated.

“The number of ‘subacriptions for
200 marks or less was nearly two mil-

bgoribed 300,000,000 ! ;
:aunndnd' and iunntv'-tol::‘r .:\t : m
marks

tions’ ‘each exopeded 1,000,000
e e
m » 4 PN N ."}.

su bed, .and* in: #a
700,000,000 marks™ '
e — —
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vice,
Peking and ed his dy
je'lmtor. to the Chinese taﬁ‘

GERMANS: MAKE

lion and a half. These small investors |
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" SIGHT G

Renew Attack South of Har-
court in the Verdun-
Region.

Paris, April 8.—The Germans re-
newed their attack south of Harcojrt
in the Verdun region last night ‘and
gained a footing in two. small fleld
works between Harcourt and Hill No.
287, the war office announced.’

Women Are Used
In French Army
As Au;iliaries

Paris, April 7.—Women are now be-
ing employed In garrisons in the place
of soldiers of the auxiliary service.

The experiment, just begun at the
office of the 36th infantry at Caen,
has proved so successful that the min-
ister of war has suggested .that the
commanders of other garrisons use the
services of women wherever pessible.

THREE BRITISH
SHIPS ARE LOST

pot"t Sunk.

London, April 8.—The loss of three
more ‘Britlsh' vessels is reported by
Lloyd’s.” Tha steamship Braunton and
the schooner Clyde of the White Sta-
ble were blown up, and the crews|
were saved. Thé steamship . Chantala
was sunk. The Braunton was of 4,676
tons gross:and 380 feet long. The
Chantala was 4006 feet long and of

4,949 tons. . .
Goes Down.

Parls, April §.—It is officially an-
nounced that's French submarine has
sunk the Awusfrian transport with
troops in the Adriatic.

Vienna, April 7.—The Austrians are
engaged in- rebuilding and repairing a
large part of - the city of Belgrade. Be-
sides restoring the public bulldings,
100,000 panes of glass have been re-
placed and 12,060 new keys made.

SENATORIAL FLECTION AFFORDS
OPPORTUNITY T0 TEST STRENGTH
OF TREASURER BURKE IN STATE

Surprised at His

Admirers Insist He Cannot be Defeated—Some Democrats

Entrance—Many

Influences Enter into Fight.

Fargo, N. D.,, April 8.—~North Da-
kota’s senatorial election of next No-
vember, with the strong possibility
that John Burke, present treasurer of
the United States, will be the nom-
inee of the democrats for the position
now occupied by United States Sena-
tor Porter J. McCumber, will afford
an opportunity of testing Burke's
present political strength in’'this state,
with national issues mingled in the
situation. :

Thrice governor of the state, elect-
ed on the democratic ticket in ;the
facé of an overwhelming republican
majority, there are enthusiastic Burke
admirers in this state who insist. he
cannot be defeated. An announced
candidate now for the United States
senate, opposed only by F. O. Hell-
strom,; with the rank and filg of the
varty favoring Burke, a-test wil) be
possible When the . general.. election
next November is held. 2

There are democratic leaders in
North Dakota who are surprised at
Burke's entrance into the most com-
plicated senatorial situation the state
has seen in a decade. They are not
confident that the treasurer will be
ably to rally to himself the personal
support that permitted him to win
the governorship once over E. .
Barles, and twice over C. A. Johnson,
republican nominees. -

Looking back, they point to condi-
tions that governed in this state when
Burke was first elected. Sarles was
then governor, and he was bitterly at-
tacked from many points. The cry of
McKensielsm, long voiced by ‘a :cér-
tain section of the republican party,
was in that time sufficient to give
Burke strength that cannot be rallied
now.

There was then a wide open split
within the republican party. McKen-
zie and his friends were fighting to
retain their hold on the state polie
tics; the insurgents were then at the
heighth of their power, and unsuc-
cessful in their state party convention
in putting their candidate across, they
bolted their party and supported
Burke.

Other elements also entered. For
instance, the influential Grand Forks
Herald, openly took up the fight for
Burke as against Sarles, and in a cam-
paign that was a straight-away propo-
sition as between the ‘“gang’’ and the
“anti-gang” element, or: the {nsur-
gents—and they were not known by
the dignified term of ‘‘progressives” in
those days for they really were red
blooded, red hot insurgents. of ' the
first water—Burke. wis elected by a
majority of 5,115 with a total vote of
only 63,733 polled, . - ) TS

Two years later, Burke was before
the people for re-election. With the
second term argument, and with the.
“insurgents’” defeated in their party
primaries by the stalwart candidate,

custgl.’thh time by a majority of on-
ly 2,549. > . it

In his third candidacy for the gov-
ernorship, Burke again was successful.
He was fortunate in. having as his op-
ponent at that time the same candi-
date he had defeated .two years prior
—C. A. Johnson of Minot—and his

vote in the state of 91,560.

That, then, is the history, in figures
of Burke's three successes in North
Dakota. ' The present total yote in the

100,000 to 105,000. o TR
Returning to the state fronm Wash-
ington, where he has served:as’ Unit-
od States treasurer since " ‘advent
of the present democratic a
tion, Burke will brirg with hir
prestige gained by reason of
eral appointment., .~ . >
Mr, Burke also will bri
state such prestige sis the
administration may.'be able
him—and such ngth as” Preg
Wilson's need for.meh.in
United 'States sen ' col
Mr. Burke; howe¥
Dakota to find a ds

tic

is badly anhoﬂ,hopmuig
lodge a republican candidate who
have a more’ general ' support”
his own party than did. any § ,
torial candidaty ever ‘oppe
command, & e )

Mr. Burke.comes North
to find a Non-pa 1 .
taking a hand in affaire—a
is. seeking to_control the.
primaries, and in the_ oa eil .
to, which there are labdle to, b

dered bitternesses that will

%,l:n era] electipn. "wll i
. The former. governor !
however, to find. republicans of
state making a call for the suppoiy’
their candiddtes on a basis of rap
nd the Non-pare

, comes tp

Iim

}luﬂl-’m:‘ he wln” it
sague -opposed by & republpag'y
in the republican primaries, so'f
state offices are conosrned, ‘and,
find republicans . . urged:
to, or to mave thelr o
an organization of ¢

isad ent of

TR e
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C. A. Johnson, Burke was agaln suc- |

majority was then 2,400, in a total |
state is estimated at approximately | .

inigtra- | ..
he

wlill carry with it support for every
candidate nominated, is generally an-
ticipated—and Mr. Burke must over-
come that proposition along with the
other obstacles that are placed in his
way.

National issues will govern the elec-
tion of members of congress—particu-
larly the election of a United States
senator—for it -has been declared that
the North Dakaqta election may swing
control of the ##nate from the demo-
crats to the republicans. . . .

War time corfditions also will affect
the North Dakota election. The
democratic administration is ‘expected
to urge the sugport of Burke on the
plea of suppo g the administration.
Among the. thHOusawds. of German
speaking, voters of this state—the call
for the sunp .3! ‘the ‘Wilson admin-
lstration i1 potl, t wall, yn'ess con-
ditions -great ftering- from. those
now prevailing, should exist when the
general election is held. .

Again, Wilson's doctrine of free
trade is one that is not generally ac-
cepted by the real republicans of
North Dakota—and the republican
farmers ‘of North Dakota are hardly
likely to stand idly by while a demo-
cratic administration is backing Burke
for the United States senate.

In support of the Burke candidacy,
however, there dare other important
elements. For instance, there Is the
endorsement of the ‘progressive
democrats,” an organization made. up
of democrats who are members of the
Non-partisan league.' It is significant
that the league took ho actlon towards
nominating & republican candidate,
thus leaving the' way open for their
members to support Burke, as a
democrat. The Society of Equity is
also expected to support Burke.

In this respect, the league officers
were as wise as they were when they
nominated a democrat for state treas-
urer—preferring to same a democrat
as against endorsing. John Steen, the
present treasurer, or of nominating a
republican candidate to oppose him.
The league selected the ‘‘easlest way,"
and left it open for the members to
support Steen in the republican prim-
arlies—without endorsing him.

John Burke, with his wonderful
ability as a campalgner, will inject in-
to the general election next fall ele-
ments of uncertaInty that have never
previously prevailed in a popular
congressional election in this state,
The republican -nominee, whoever he
may be, will face a formidable can-
‘didate in the former governor—and |
the issue is one that will not be de-
termined -till the general election day,
instead of being determined In the re-
publican primaries, as has heretofore
been the case.
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NEW SHORT LINE IN CHASE FOR

YILLA GONSIDERED BY ARMY MEN: ¢
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NO THOUGHT OF RECALLING TROOPS

BANDITS CAUSE
SUFFERING TO
MANY MEXICANS

Some Facing Actual Starva-
tion Because of Dep-

redations.

El Paso, Tex., April 8.—Two Amer-
icans, the first to arrive here from
the interior for several days, reached
El Paso today on a train from Chi-
huahua City. They said that there
was absolute quiet in the state capi-

tal when they left, but that every-;

where there was apparent a curious
feeling of expectancy as if it were
sensed that important developments
were imminent,

As has been the case for a week
now the whole Mexican situation
seems at a standstill pending the out-
come of the negotiations Dbetween
Washington and General Carranza re-
garding the use of the Mexican rail-
roads by the American expeditionary
force,

Repeated Intimations that the sup-
ply situation had reached an acute
stage have received strong support by
the statements made by soldiers re-
turnlnf from the front and by refer-
ences in letters received here by rela-
tives of the men and officers in Gen-
eral Pershing’s advance columns.

Adequate Clothing Needed.

The question of adequate clothing
for the American soldier appears to
be becoming as urgent as that of food.
Stories from the front of the expedi-
ents adopted by the troopers to re-
pair worn out garments, especially
shoes, gives sharp point to this prob-
em

But the plight of the American sol-
diers fades iInto Insignificance when
compared with the stories reaching
here through Mexican sources of the
desperate conditions prevailing among
the peons in the bandit ravaged re-
gions of \
Durango toward which Villa is head-
mg. It 187 gt that the
people in the district around Torreon,
where Canuto Cano is upholding the
cause of Villa by wholesale looting
and murder, are facing actual starva-
tion. A letter which reached here
from Torreon, dated six days ago, said
in part:

“Industry is at a standstill and the
disheartened -peons in the country
districts have abandoned all efforts
to cultivate their farms. If a man
was known to have a little grain or
beans he could be certain that a band
of bandits would pay him a visit, take
what he had and probably his life as
well. General Trevino has succeeded
in bringing some carloads of food
into the city but this relief was only
a drop In an ocean of suffering and
distress. The peons do not know
who to attribute their sufferings to,
but they are willing to joln any one
who will promise them a hearty meal.
They have been taught that Villa is
their champion and it ‘will be a hard
task to disabuse.their minds of that
idea.”

There Is considerable interest here
in persistent reports that General
Gavira, the Carranza commander at
Juarez, is about to be superseded. One
story, published in a Mexican paper,
declares that General Pablo Gon-
zales is on his way here from Mexico
City and that when he arrives he will
take supreme charge of all the Car-
ranza soldiers in the fleld. There is
no way of verifying these reports, but
it is generally believed that General
Carranza is planning some changes
among his field commanders,

DIVIDEND DECLARED.

Berlin, April 7.—The German Iron
Works at Niederschoeneweide has just
declared a dividend of one hundred
per cent on its.entire capital. The
dividend last vear was 16 per cent.
The plant produces metals from scrap
materials.

southern <Chihuahua and|.

‘unfertunate.’”

APPARENTLY NO HOPE FOR USE OF
MEXICAN RAILWAYS; LARGER FORCE
NEEDED TO MAINTAIN PRESENT LINE

Original Orders to Funston Published for the First Time—

Contain no Direction For Death or
Capture of Bandit Chief.

Expeditionary Field Headquarters, South of Namiquipa, April 8.—
1t is believed that the American troops arc on a fresh trail of Villa as
the result of reports made hy army aviator observers who have pre-
turned from what may prove one of the most important scoutling
flights of the campaign.
The flight, made over 80 miles of territory hitherto unexplored,
developed Information which military authorities here consider val-
uable. It was the consummation of a plan which General Pershing
and his sta have had under way for several days. The reports of the
aviators showed that somewhere south of Satevo, a cavalry of colummn
Is making a thrilling ride, which may equal in importance tliat under
Colonel Dodd’s command. The fliers were at a height of 8,000 feet,
when they discovered the cavalry column to which they were carrying
dispatches, filing through a wooded canyon. They floated slowly down
until they were within a perspective of the troops, and then,
sure that they werc American cavalry men, landed. One of the air-
men caught a grazing horse and rode to the walting Americans five
miles away without a saddle or bridle and with only a bit of twisted
rope about its nose to guide the animal, The troops confirmed the re-
ports that Villa had been wounded, but are able to offer no additional
details. The aviators also reported that the Mexicans encountered
were friendly and that reports are current in the country that there
has been dissatisfaction among Villa’s followers.

San Antonio, Tex., April 8.— Faced by the apparent hopelessness
of getting permission to ship stores over the Mexican railroads from
Fl Paso to the troops in Mexico and recognizing the inadequacy of the
present system of supply, army oficers at headquarters here ¥y
are convinced that some alternative would have to be found. If two
or three times the number of (roops now operating in Mexico are
provided, the present line from Columbus to Satevo, some 300 miles,
could be maintained, but unless the punitive force s increased, many
ﬁg;]c:;s here regarded it as imperative that a new short line be estab-

Villa’s movement to the south and east has made posaible such a
line from Ofinaga, or some point near Ojinaga. From Ojinaga, almost
opposite Presidio, Tex., there extends a trail to Chihuahua and another
from Chihuahua to Satevo. The total distance is only 170 miles, It is
pointed out that the use of a short line would decrease necessity
for Ig more troops into Mexico immediately.: One dificulty is
the ‘uncertainty ‘as to how the Carranza government would view the
now line of communication. .

oy A AR NOT TO RECALL TROOPS. 3§ ;

‘Wash n, April, 8~Recurremt. reports that American tmoops
aro b be 'hfmmm'mmudn'nu:’mﬂd
with the statement by Secrctary Lansing that no such withdrawal is
contemplated so far as he knew, and at the war department by the
publication for the first time of the original order t0o General Fun-
ston. The order follows:

“You will promptly orzanize an adequate force of military troops
under the command of Brigadler-General John J. Pershing and will
direct him to proceed promptly across the border in pursuit of the
Mexican band, which attacked the town of Columbus, N. M., and the
troops there on the morning of March 9. These troops will be with-
drawn to Amcrican territory as soon as the de facto government of
Mexico is able to relieve them of this work. In any event the work of
these troops will be regarded as finished as soon as Villa’s band or
bands are known to be broken up. In carrying out these instructions
you are authorized to employ whatever guides or interpreters are ne-
cessary and you are given general authority to employ such transporta-
tion, including motor transportation with necessary civillan personnel
as may be required. You are instructed to make all practicable use
of the aeroplanes at San Antonio for observation. Telegraph for what-
cver reinforcements or material you need. Notify this office as to the
force sclected and expedite the movement.'

. MEXICAN SAYS WITHDRAW FORCES.

El Paso, Tex., April 8.—That the American troops have accom-
plished their object in destroying Villa’'s military power and should
therefore withdraw from Mexico without delay, is the view expressed

by a well known member of the government, speaking une
officlally.

HOLLAND MAY CALL
OUT HER RECRUITS
OF THE 1917 CLASS

London, April 8.—~A bill has been
submitted to the second chamber
of the Dutch parliament to author-

Iansing Denies

Washington, April 8.—Recurring
reports that the Carranza government
has asked, formally or otherwise, for
the withdrawal of the American
forces from Mexico were disposed of
last night by a statement from Secre-
tary Lansing. He flatly denied that
Buch a request had been made, formal
or by intimation or suggestion.

Mr. Lansing explained that when
the American expedition was ordered
across the border to pursue Villa
General Carranza had inquired of the

ize the government, in view of the |state department regarding the pro-
prevailing extraordinary circum- |posed strength of the force and cam-‘
stances, to call up if necessary re- | paign plans contemplated. '
cruits of the 1917 class, says a H

Since then the de facto govemment‘

Reuter dispatch from The Hague. has been kept. advised constantly re-

garding the progress of the chase.

HOLLAND MASSES TROOPS ON FRONTIER; QUEEN INSPECTS GUARD

Belief in some quarters that Car- |
ranza had asked, or soon would ask,
how much farther into Mexico. the
United States intended to send its sol-

diers had been based on the belief '
that Villa's trail was getting “eold.”

An encouraging feature of the cam-
paign yesterday was found in reports
to both state and war departments in-
dicating actual co-operation bhetween
the American and de facto govern-
| ment troops.

WILSONRETURNS
10 WASHINGTON

Week-end Cruise in May-
flower Interrupted by
Snow and Sleet.

Washington, April $.—President
Wilson, who left last night on the na«
val yacht Mayflower fof a week-end

Lansing said no new informati
been received from the German ge:
ernment concerning the sub .
question, but it is expected .
time. Lansing will' see Wilson

p unusual ae
than 300,000 tr
solng about. the country,

activity of Holland's arm

: ed forges during the past fow days hae
troops are mobiliined. ‘the nost of them on.the ¢ {an ‘frol
mummhm;mu‘ﬂ 51

cruise, will return to Washington ims .

mediately, arriving about 4:30 p. . |
Snow and sleet were given N5,
as the cause for his return. 3




