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SATURDAY EVENING., MAY 6, 1916

u THE DANISH ISLANDS.

An arrangement is said to have
been tentatively agreed upon between
the governments of the United States
and. Denmark for the purchase by
the United Btates of the Danish Weat
India islands for the sum of $5,000,-
000, Commercially these islands are
of slight importance, although even
commercially they may have a value
to this nation of the price named. But

importance of the islands is mili-
gl:y rather than commercial. They

occupy a commanding position with
reference to the Panama canal, and
while we need have no fear that their
present owners will use them in a
manner which will menace American
interests, there is always the possi-
bility that their possession by & power [
other than the United States will
prove an embarrassment to this coun-
tey.

In case of a war between this coun-
try and another power it would be
entirely possible that Denmark might
be drawn in by skiliful maneuvering
for the specific purpose of having the
islands wrested from her. Or negotia-
tions for the sale of the islands to an-
other power might be started, and
while there is no international law to
prevent the peaceful purchase of ter-
ritory anyvwhere by any power that
can make satisfactory arrangements
with the owner, the United States
standes committed to a policy which
would not permit such a transfer. If

. | make 2 summer,” nor does

isuch negotiations were undertaken, it
iwould be the duty of the United States
{to protest, and if the effort contin-
ued, to oppose its consummation even
by force. The peaceful purchase of
‘the islands by the United States
. would remove this possible sources of
friction.

Efforts for such a transfer have
been made on several former occa-
'sions, but they have fallen by the
';ws.v. Germany is said to have enter-
txined a strong desire to possess her-
self of the {slands, and to have been
instrumental in influencing the Dan-
ish government against the consum-
mation of a bargain with the United
States. It remains to be seen wheth-
er or not a similar effert will be

made at this time to frustrate this
bargain. and. if =0. what effect it will

have. Denmark has no use for the
islands, and they are needed by the
United States in order to give security
to her possessions, and especially to
strengthen the defenses of the canal.

MEXICAN NEGOTIATIONS,
. 'There appears to be at least a fair
\prospect of agreement between the
imnuﬁvea of the United States
jand of Mexico with reference to the
stayiand scope of action of the Amer-
icanitroops in Mexico. and aiso as to
Ithe attitude of the forces of the de
ifacto government. The nagotiations
are still on, and little if anything has
‘bun conctuded. But the tanor of the
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abllity that a better understanding
than has heretofore existed will be
reached, and that important steps
will be taken in the direction of act-
ually making northern Mexico a fit
place to live in, and of removing from
the American border towns the men-
ace of being raided by bands of out-
laws, a menace which for some time
has been constantly present.

If this is the result, everyone will
have cause for gratification. The
people of the United States desire
above all else that some responsible
government shall have a fair oppor-
tunity to demonstrate {ts ability to
handle the Mexican situation. No-
body on this side, that we know of, is
specially interested in Carranza. It
may be that at an earlier period as
good results could have besen secured
by the recognition of Huerta or some
other man as the head of the Mexi-
can government. 'But we must deal
with the situation as it is, and the
existing fact is that Carranza is at
the head of the only government
which is accepted as such by any for-
eign nation or by any considerable
number of the Mexican people. That
Carransa's hold on his position is any-
thing but secure is well known. Rev-
olutionary sentiment exists in many
places, and there are leaders such as
Obregon, Zapata and others, some of
whom are now allled with Carranza
and others of whom are in opposition
to him, any one of whom may at any
time become the leader of a formida-
ble revolt. But it is unnecessary to
cross all these bridges before we come
to them. For the present we must
deal with Carranza, and we must ac-
cept the fact that for the time being
he stands for the people of Mexico.
If Carranza {s now prepared to give
hearty co-operation in the work of
cleaning up the northern provinces,
the prospects for success are as good
as they can be, and with that co-oper-
ation there is no need to anticipate
that the American troops will be kept
in Mexico very long.

PEACE MAY NOT BE DESIRABLE.
New York Times: A particularly
fortunate phrase marked the speech
made by President Faunce of Brown
university before the clergymen who
met this week in Garden City, instead
of here, probably because they found
more room there for the prodigiously
long name under which they are try-
ing to promote international friend-
ships. ‘‘Peace that is aa mere va-
cuum,'’ he said, “no man desires.”
Of that statement the ‘no man de-
sires’’ awakens some doubt as to {ts
accuracy, and some inclination to sub-
stitute for it ‘iz not desirable.” We
happen to know lamentably well, just
now, that there are people, even in
this country of the brave as well as of
the free, for whom any sort of peace
is good enough, and who would not
dream of rejecting any kind because
of its vacuity. But as a characteriza-
tion of one sort of peace that is not
desirable and ought not to be desired
—that I8 not desired by real! men or
real women, either—the beginning
of Dr. Faunce's statement i{s wholly
admirable.

Certainly peace ix 2 mere vacuum
to those for whom it i{s a beautiful
abstraction. the opposite of war as an
equally horrible abstraction. Refusal
or fallure to consider either with re-
gard to their content and relations
does at once create a vacuum—space
with nothing in it. S8clence denies
that “nature’” really hates vacuums,
still, in a way. she shows strong dis-
like for them and always fills them
up with something or other when
their extent passes the limit of her
toleration.

Whoever emays ‘‘peace,” without
qualification or condition, should at
once be asked what he means by
and what it means to him. The term
“international friendship'” needs a
like investigation, for to be desirable
it must be deserved, and another
name must be found for the calm
that can be gained bv submission to
wrong and injury.

ARGUMENTATIVE AND INCON-
OLUSIVE.

Two weeks ago the government of
the United States notified the German
government that ‘“Unless the Imperial
government should not immediately
declare and effect an abandonment of
its present methods of submarine war-
fare against passenger and freight

United States can have no cheice but
to sever diplomatic relations with the
German government gitogether.”
After mature consideration a reply
has been made to the communication
containing that ultimatum. The reply
is wordy, argumentative and incon-
clusive. Its gist is found in the para-
sraph in which Germany declares that
her commanders have been directed as
Yollows: ]

“In accordance with the general
principles of visit and search and the
destruction of merchant vessels recog-
nised by international! law, such ves-
sele, both within and without the srea
of the naval war zone, shall not be
sunk wihtout warning and without
saving human lives unless the ships
attempt to escape or offer resistance.”

That is the sole measure of eompli-
ance with the American demind. SBuch
as it is, it is nullified by the language
of the following paragraph. in which
it is declared that neutrals eannot ex-
pect that Germany will restrict the
use of an effecttve weapon if her ene-
mies are permitted to apply at will
methods of warfare violating the rules
of international law, and by the lan-
Suage used in the instructions thiem-
selves, in which there is left open a
way for further controversy over what
is a merchant ship recognized as such
in international law.

In the entire note there is not a syl-
lable which indicates acceptance by
Germany of the construction’ of ‘inter-
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national! rules on which the United
States has insisted with reference to
the character of merchant vessels.
And the reference to the behavior of
Germany's enemies leaves the situa-
tion in such shape that American citi-
sens at sea must depend, not on rec-
ognized laws and customs and the pur-
pose of Germany to observe these in
her relations with those with whom
she has no quarrel, but on whether or
not the U. 8. secures from ‘' Ger-
many’'s enemies such modifications of
their methods of warfare against Ger-
many as Germany claims from them.
In other words, if this note is accept-
ed as providing a satisfactory basis
of action for the future, the United
States will be committed to the pro-
position that she must make Great
Britain behave on pain of having more
of her own citizens slaughtered by
Germany. Obviously no such under-
standing can be accepted.

The present German note resembles
all other notes which have emanated
from Germany in relation to violations
of American rights in that it discusses
evervthing but the main issue. Hun-
dreds of words are used to set forth
the violations of American rights by
Great Britain, gegardless of the fact
that this is a matter with which Ger-
many has nothing to do. If we have
controversies with Great Britain, and
we have, and if we have claims against
her which must be adjusted, and we
have many of them, we are not seek-
ing either the advice or the assistance
of any third party in securing an ad-
Justment of these matters. On the
other hand, we are not parties to any
controversy between Germany and
Great Britain. The German note re-
iterates the peurile argument that
Great Britain's inhuman attempt to
starve the German civil population
made extraordinary measures on the
part of Germany necessary. That is
not our affair. If the British are try-
ing to starve the Germans, the Ger-
mans are quite at liberty, so far as
we are concerned, to retaliate by
starving the British, if they can. But
the lives of American citizens must
not be sacrificed in the process.

The German note, argumentative
and evasive as it is, is capable of two
interpretations. It may be taken first
to indicate that the German govern-
ment actually intends to change her
methods, and to comply in effect. and
substance with the American demand,
and that its verbosity, its indirection,
ond its tone of complaint and, in a
measure, of defiance, are intended to
save the government's face, and to en-
able it to maintain, before its own
people, an attitude of irmness and
persistence when, in reality, its inten-
tions are the reverse.

On the other hand, the note may be
taken as an indication that there is
no intent on the part of the German
Bovernment to make any real change
in her methods, and that the tone of
the note has been planned with the
intent of clouding the issue and gain-
ing time, while the methods of the
past are continued without material
modification.

It is unfortunate that the history of
the past yvear is such as to make the
latter the more probable interpreta-
tion. Germany has made inhuman at-
tacks on peaceful Americans on many
occasions. In every instance she has
attempted to justify these acts, and
in no instance has her course been
anything but evasive and unsatisfac-
tory: and when she has seemingly
yvielded in part to the demands of
this government, her campliance has
been found to be a fictitious one. It
is to be regretted that neither Ger-
many's acts nor her words have been
such as to warrant a belief that her

‘present note iz not intended for the

same purpose of making talk and con-
suming time.

COMMEMORATES THE
SIGNING OF TREATY

Tokio, April 20.—~(Correspondence
of the Associated Press.)—To com-
memorate the sixty-second anniver-
sary of the signing of the treaty of
amity between Japan and the United
Btates—the first treaty in the histpry
of modern Japan—@G. H. Scidmore,
the American consul general, gave a
dinner at his official residence, invit-
Ing the leading Japanese and foraign
Tesidents of the port.

Commodore Perry, who opened up
Japan to the western world, sub-
scribed to the treaty for the United
States and Lord Hayashi, Diagaku no
Kami for Japan on March 31, 1854,

The signatures of these representa-
tives of President Millard Fillmdre
and the Japanese Shogun were affixed
to the amity treaty under an old
camphor tres which is still standing
in what is now the compound of the
British consulate general in Yoko-
hama.

YORK 10 HAVE BiG
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tingly observed.
One of the unique features of the

CONSCRIPTION WiLL
NOT BE LEGALIZED

J. A. Doyan of This City Says Force
Wil Never Be Used in Canada,

——

That conscription will never be
'legalized in Canada, is the opinion of
J. A. Doyan of this city who has just
returned from an extensive trip
through western Canada.

Petitions have been delivered to the
government several times, but they
have been turned down each time.

Reasons which are advanced for the
discouragement of :conscription in
Canada by the government are that
the men are required at home to care
for the crops. Another reason is that
the veolunteer movement is still pro-
gressing, and as many men are being
recruited at this time as can be trans-
ported to the war zone.

Conditions are fairly good in west-
ern Canada, notwithstanding the war,
says Mr. Doyan.

ELIZABETH BRISTOL
WINS GIRLS CONTEST

Edith Lamming Takes Second Place
in Preliminary Elimination Eighth
Grade Clash.

Elizabeth Bristol won first place
and Bdith Lamming was awarded
second in the preliminary elimination
declamation contest held yesterday
afternoon in which all the girls of
the eighth grade classes in the public
schools of the city competed.

‘“The Ruggles Dimer Party'" was
the reading given by Miss Bristol,
while Miss Lamming gave an excel-
lent interpretation of “Penrod's Cous-
in."

In the contest for the bove, Arthur
Larson won first place, giving “‘Daniel
Periton’'s Ride,’”" and the zecond prize
was won by Delmer Warren, who gave
‘“The Circus.”

The judges were. Miss Geraldine
Jacobi, Mrs. Morefleld and George
Robbins. While the judges were
making the decigion Miss Elizabeth
O'Gorman sang two solos which were
-well received.

ALLEGED WIRE THIEF
IS HELD FOR A TRAL

Hearing) X

8. 6. Billings, Great Northern brake.
man, was bound over to district court|
on a charge of grand larceny at a pre-
liminary hearing yesterday afternoon
before Police Magistrate George Lae
Shelle at Larimore. -

Chief of Police J. J. LaBine of Lar- |

imore took the prisoner to this city
last evening and lodged him in the
county jail to await ‘trial.

Billings is accused of stealing 280
pounds of copper wire from the Great
Northern storehouse at Larimore. H.
J. Harrmann, special agent for the
Great Northern, made the complaint.

The defendant wag caught as the
result of his efforts to ship the copper
wire to Grand Forks junk dealers, ac-
cording to testimony introduced at
the preliminary hearing yesterday.

MENORIAL SERVICES
FOR EAGLES SUNDAY

Dr. C. E. Coles of the Mendenhall
Presbyterian church of East Grand
Forks will be the principal speaker
at the annual memorial services to be
held by the local aerie of the -Frater-
nal Order of Eagles at the K. P. hall
Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock.

As In past years the services will
be conducted by the officers of the
aerie. The meeting, to which the
public is cordially invited, will be fea-
tured by special music by a quartet.

The members of the aerie who have |.
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“passed beyond" and for whom the
services are to be held are:

George Kennard, W. J. Murtaugh,
Herman Wolff, M. A. Walsh, William
Ackerman, Frank Lihman, E. M. New-
field, Charleg Burke, Mat McMahon.
Henry B. Brown, L. K. Lukkason,
Con Thompson, J.EE. kh:umywn. lA'J
Sprague, August ckson, - o
Hoft, Charles Kiland, Rheinhart
Erickson, Martin Larson, G. H. Lee,
Goodman Johnson, Henry Gotzian,
Ralph Coon, Mlke McCarty, Frank
A. Buckley, J. J. Franklin, Dr. O. B.
Brekke.

ANNUAL CONCERT
GIVEN BY CLUB

Plessing Entertainment Delivered in
Auditorium Lest Evening by
U. Men.

The annual home concert of the
Men's Glee club of the North Dakota
state university was given last evening
in the city auditorium to a small but
appreciative audience. The chorus
work of the club was of high order.

Among the soloists was S. Cuyler
Anderson, baritone, who scored a hit
with his singing of Scotch songs in
imitation of Harry Lauder. Howard
Patmore acted as accompanist and
Dudley Schnabel gave meveral pleas-
ing selections on the cello.

Prof. W. W. Norton of the univer-
sity was director of the concert.

CONTEST 15 HELD
BY GRADE STUDENT

Alpha Pederson and Clarence Lod-
mell Declared Winnere of First
Prizses,

Miss Alpha Pederson was declared
winner of the girls and Clarence Lod-
mzll the winner of the boys, in the
préliminary declamation contest helid
yesterday afternoon by the eighth
grade students of the Roosevelt
schodl.

Miss Mary Moore and Arnold Gun-
derson were awarded second honors.
The winners of the two first prizes will
be entered in the inter city declama-
tion contest to compete for -the city
championship.

Yesterday's program follows:

Plupy’s Debating Club——Henry A.
‘Shute—Mlldred Brown,

The Indian Legend of Devils Lake

et
o,

FIRST BOAT THROUG
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“shippers and steamship companies.

H PANAMA CANAL SINCE THE BIG SLIDE.

The St. Varonica of Liverpool, Eng--
land, followed by scores of other ves-
sel to go through the channel since the
the great slide of seven months ago
occurred. The steamer is the first ves-
sels, {s- here shown passing through
he cuf in the Panama canal where
slide from Culebra hill blocked pass-
age for all boats. The slide has caused
the lossa of thousands of dollars to

{ Julia Wittelshofer to J. D.

‘|in’its long history

—arranged by Miss Ethel Halcrow—
Helen Brush.

Better Than Rubjes—Max Marcin—
Mary Moore.

Mrs. Mayor's Story—Ralph Connor
—Alpha Pederson.

Benefits Forgot—Honore Willsie—
Arnold Gunderson.

Number Six—Stephen Phillips—
Clarence Lodmell.
Many Land Transfers

Are Filed Yesterday

Grand Forks County and Oity Pro-

Land transfers filed yesterday at the
office of the rigester of deeds of
Grand Forks county follow:

T,

Bacon,

: ’ block 43, . Mc-
Cormack’s addition to’ Grand . Forks,
for a private consideration.

Arthur Weir and wife to Elizadbeth
Turney, northwest quarter of section
6. and north one-half of section 5 of
La.kt eville township, consideration pri-
vate. . .

George M. Fitzgerald and wife to
Elisabeth Turney, southeast quarter
of section 86, Johnstown township,
and the southwest quarter of section
20, Levant township, for a private
consideration,

Hugh Reid and wife to Charles 8.
Dow, part of lot 8, in block 2, in Hu-
bert's addition to Grand Forks, for a
private consideration.

INVENTORY OF STATE
BUSINESS IS TAKEN

lots 21 and, 23 .and 28, block

Chairman Calvin H. Crouch of the
board of directors for North Dakota
of the Organization for Industrial
Preparedness, has receilved a quan-
tity of inventory blanks to. be used
yin the taking of an Inventory.of the
manufacturing concerns of the state.
Mr. Crouch has sent the blanks out
to the other members of the board
who-wil] commence the work immedi-
ately. The North Dakota board is
made up.of Calvin H. Crouch, Grand
Forks; T. 'R. Atkinson, Bismarck:
President E. ‘F. Ladd, agricultural
college, and John Floyd Stevens of
Grand Forks. .

LEIPZIG TO ADOPT
GOD-FATHER SYSTEM

Leipzig, Germany, May 6.—The
‘‘god-father system'” which has al-
ready been tried out successfully in
Dresden is to be adopted in Leipzig.
Under this system god-fathers are to
be found for several hundred children
born during the war and left father-
less or motherless as a result of the
struggle. The god-fathers must agree
in writing to subscribe 30 pfennings a
week for a period of from ten to four-
teen years which shall go toward the
rearing and education of the unfor-
t:m.te chlldrenl.l %he children will be
chosen personally by the wouldbe god-
fathers, but the latter will be =ub-
Jected to no other obligation than the
payment of the small sum per week.

' BIG CATHEDRAL IS -

SAFE FROM FIRE

Lenden, May 6.—For tﬁe.ﬂm time

St. Paul's ca
I8 considerad safe from fire, adeq '.he:::..l
fire fighting apparstus ‘having been
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in
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Failure of the government negotic-
tors to reach any agreement with the.

ed and given rise to many. rumors
circulated by opponents of Yuan- 8hi-
kal. The revolutionists still insist on
the president's abdication and the ex-
ecution of men who were responsi-
ble for the monarchial movement.
A Bhanghai daily has printed an
alleged letter from Lian-
president’s confidential adviser, to .a

stated that the president felt 80 aged’
and worn that he intended to resign.
Liang Shih-yl has repeatedly denied
the ‘authenticity of this letter, but
wag widely circulated and has had f

at effect on the present situation.
t has even been rumored that Yuan
Bhi-kai had killed himself, and at one
time this rumor wae quite widely-
credited.in Chinese cireles although.
the foreigners never believed .it. £ e

of soldiers, whether

they be reveolu-.
tionaries or regular o o

troops. Peking

families which are not able to get
away from the ecity are asking for-
eign friends living in the legation
quarters to take care of their jewels
other valuables. Similar meove-
ments of prominent: Chinese - from
Canton to the English settlement of
Hongkong have been in progreas for
several weeks. The government has
issued orders forbidding Chinese offi-
cials to leave their posts, and regula-
tions have also been enacted which
prevent travelers from carrying more
than one pilece of baggage. However,
these precautions have not ped the
Influx of influential Chinese into for-
eign =settlements.
Tang 8hao-yi, the former premier,
Shangha! asking him to resign forth-
with and make it possible for China
to have peace. Members of the na-
tional assembly which Yuan Shi-ksi
disbanded so summarily are gather-
ing in Bhanghai, and thirty -of
them sent' 's-telegram to the -qdiplo-
matic corps in° Peking, denouncing
Yuan 8hi-kal and declaring pesce
un:«:tueo&o h?a.d cnﬁmu he re-
aing ) of the cen -
Momrt*u“nl. tral gov
m  all over .Chins, letters and
telegrams are being Teceived which
show ‘how thoroughly the revaluties-
the' Chinese snasnés
Tuin Shi.kei! vie-
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