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Easter Ringing not Heard 
—Germans Destroy many 
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5 Paris, April 25.—(Correspondence 
i of the Associated Press.)—No Easter 

bells were heard this year from three 
v hundred or more cathedrals 'and 
i, church belfries in regions of France 
| - «utd Belgium where bells and chimes 

G'Jife."have been in great honor since the 
fet( fifteenth century. 

The "Bourdon," the great eleven 
and a half ton bell of the Rheims 
'cathedral was silent last year, as well 
as the big bells of Albert, Soissons 
and Senile and the lesser bells and 
chimes of two hundred more church­
es. The cathedral of Verdun joined 
them this year with several score of 
belfries in the zone of the French 
armies that have succumbed during 
the second year of war. How many 
more have been silenced in the zone 
of the German armies in France and 
Belgium is unknown here; it is 
known, however, that, in preparation 
for the battle of Verdum, the Ger­
mans demolished every steeple, spire 
or tower that might have served as 
bearings for the French artillery in 
that region. 

The invaded regions of France may 
^•be properly termed the paradise of 

bells. There were no less than 40 
fine ancient specimens of the moat 
renowned founders' work in the can­
ton of Rethel, in the department of 
the Ardennes, alone. In the same 
department, the canton of Asfeld had 
38 and the canton of Chateu-Forcian 
37. Other rare specimens were scat­
tered- all over French Flanders. Ar-
tois and the departments of the Nord 
and the Aisne. 

The most skillful bell founders were 
bom and trained in the north of 
France, including the celebrated Cavil-
lier family whose founder, Robert, es­
tablished himself at Noyon. where he 
cast the great bell of that town in 
1810. There has been no news from 
this masterpiece for more than eigh­
teen months, nnr of those of Laon, 
cast, by bis son Philippe, probably 
still intact. 

Nearly all the ancient bells of the 
departments of the Aisne and the 
Somme were cast by the Cavilliers. 
while those of Champagne and Lor­
raine, of lesser importance but In 
many cases of equal workmanship, 
were mostly the work of itinerant bell 
founders who set out each spring to 
exercise their art. They dug ditches 
beside churches in which to do the 
casting and the operation was the oc­
casion of interesting and picturesque 
ceremonies during which the faithful 
eang the Te Deum. 

Not all the old- bell masterpieces 
that swung in hefrrles now collapsed 
were damaged or destroyed. Some 
were cracked, some melted in con­
flagrations while others had semi-
miraculous escapes like a celebrated 
carved bell in the little chapel of 
Reuver. The building was leveled by 
shell fire but the bell landed at the 
bottom of the belfry without even a 
scratch. 

A bell that was famous In Belgium 
and that will never toll again was 
that of Ramscapelle, melted. In the 
fire that destroyed the church and 
now lying-in a shapeless mass beside 
the entrance. The bells of Louvaln 
are all .said to have melted also. As 
for those-' of Pervyse, Loo, JElver-
dinghe, Renlnghe and Yprek as­
phyxiating gas that permeated the 
ruins where they lie has covered them 
witha yellow coating. 

The chimes of Alost, also lost, had 
the honor of being the oldest in ex­

istence before the war, dating 
1487. The chime* Of Mecklin that 
inspired eome celebrated line* of Vic-
tor Hugo and the -matt famous in 
Belgium after those of Bruges, are 
said to exist no more. Those of Qhent, 
fourth in importance and comlnr 
after the chimes of Antwerp, are in­
tact, but the Belgian army courier re­
lates this curious incident concerning 
them. The famous "Roland." legen­
dary in Belgium, with its suite of 44 
smaller bells, ma rung by the Ger­
mans to-celebrate an anniversary on 
Jan. 27, 1916. After the few peals 
the voice of "Roland" failed; the bell 
had craoked from some cause still 
unknown; it is popularly attributed 
in Ghent to patriotic revolt against 
service for Germany. 
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Buenos Aires, Argentina, May 1.— 
(Correspondence of the Associated 
Press).—The meeting of the Pan-
American financial congress known 
as the international. high commission 
Just concluded in this city is the out­
standing political event of the month 
and in many quarters it is believed 
that it marks a great change for the 
better in relations between the north 
and the south. In recalling the Pan-
American conference which . assem­
bled here in 1910, it is remembered 
that there was at that time no little 
fear that under the aegis of Pan-
Americanism the United States was 
bent upon carrying out a policy of 
commercial penetration which might 
be followed later by American im­
perialism. or the "Yankee danger" as 
local organs of opinion phrased It. 
The solemn assurances which Ameri­
can statesmen, notably President Wil­
son and Colonel Roosevelt, have giv­
en to the contrary time after time 
now seem to have done much to ov­
ercome this prejudice and today Lat­
in-America is said to be not merely 
willing to believe in the benevolent 
designs of American policy, but in the 
good faith of the American people 
and incidentally in the great natural 
advantages which must accrue from 
the completion of the Pan-American 
program. 

During the stay of the American, 
delegates, headed by Secretary Will­
iam G. McAdoo of the department of 
the treasury, they were accorded most 
cordial welcome by public and private 
corporations and bodies. -The national 
government displayed its interest and 
lavished every consideration upon the 
visitors. 

Mr. McAdoo. presiding at the con­
ference. was partioul&rly successful 
in impressing the Latin-American del­
egates with the need of increasing 
the means of transportation between 
the Americas. It is now realised- to 
how great an extent the western 
world has relied upon European ves­
sels, and it is recognised that hence­
forth for years the development of 
Buropean commerce and trade will 
be handicapped on account of the 
war, and it is admitted freely among 
the South American delegates that 
the United States alone is in a posi­
tion financially and industrially to 
provide the material of an interna­
tional maritime fleet. There is, how­
ever, a prevailing opinion that every 
nation of the union should contribute 
subsidies to the upkeep and remun­
eration of the fleet, according to the 
volume of each nation's commerce.. 

Uniformity of the, monetary sys­
tem, of commercial usages, docu­
ments, manifests and custom house 
routine, banking facilities and credit, 
was another of the'complex problems 
discussed. As in the case of the pro­
posed international fleet the Latin-
American delegates frankly recognis­
ed that the United States was the 
country best able to organize the de­
sired changes on a financial basis. In 
other words it recognized that Ameri­
can financial organization, carried 
out In sympathy with Latin-American, 
aspirations, and with due regard to 
the debility and state of commercial 
development in the smaller states, 
would be welcomed most desirable 
and certain to give eventually good 
results. 

The congress expressed Itself 
strongly in favor of the compulsory 
teaching, in all schools through-out 
the Pan-American union, of the lan­
guages spoken in the American re­
publics—English, French, Spanish 
and Portuguese. Another detail was 
the vote of reciprocity in regard to 
the treatment of commercial travel­
lers. This is a matter of enormous lo­
cal interest, for in Argentina the 
traveller who proposes to tour the re­
public, or the concern which decides 
to send representatives into the pro­
vinces, has to pay a seperate .license 
for every province as well as a na­
tional license. The rule appears to be 
that the smaller the chance of busi­
ness being done the more exorbitant 
the charge - exacted for the privilege 
of seeking to do anything. The ar­
rangement recommended would make 
one license suffice, and travellers 
with samples would be exempt from 
duty upon the goods taken on shore, 
a financial guarantee.being given that 
these samples would not be sold. 

While It is impossible to go over 
all the ground covered by the con­
gress the significance of the whole 
thing cannot be too emphatically em­
phasized. Six years ago such a con­
ference found this capital cold or 
rather hostile. Today confidence in the 
honesty of purpose, rectitude of de­
sign and abilitv of America to achieve 
are manifested everywhere. 
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The more threatening the Mexican situation becomes, the greater the 
likelihood that the national guard will be called Into service along the 
border. President Wilson has already called out the guard of Texas, Ari­
zona and New Mexico. The map shows the states which embrace four im­
portant divisions of the guard, and the places where the militia will mo­
bilize in case it is called out. 

IS DOPED BY 
ANJMPIOYE 

Dr. Alexander Just Thought 
He Had Revolutionized 

Science. 

confiscation of bmther Makes Sub­
stitute Necessary In Anstria. 

. Vienna, May 12.—Linen shoes have 
become the fashion for spring and 
summer in Vienna this year on ac­
count of the. confiscation of the leath­
er supplies for military purposes. The 
new linen shoes are being made in 
light colors, white, light brown and 
brown, and a/variety of other shades. 
They are-said to be strong and com­
fortable and cost but three dollars a 
pair, as compared with the eight dol­
lars at which leather shoes are now 
priced. 

Budapest. Hungary, May 1—(Cor­
respondence of The Associated Press) 
—•Dr. Alexander Just, the eminent 
Budapest chemist and electrical 
scientist, who recently announced the 
discovery of a new dry battery that 
would revolutionize electrical science, 
now sorrowfully confeses that he has 
been duped by a revengeful employe. 

Announcement of the discovery of 
the new cell was made early this 
month and received widespread notice 
In the scientific world because Dr. 
Just occupies such a commanding po­
sition among the electrical scientists 
of Europe. He was the inventor of 
the Wolfram lamp, and one of the 
pioneers in other notable electrical 
Work as well as in chemistry. The an­
nouncement was that the new cell was 
made of iron and carbon electrodes, 
whose electrolyte was composed of an 
organie substance which renewed its 
vigor from the oxygen of the air in a 
short time—a device that would elim­
inate the need of electrical light and 
power stations and transmission lines 
that are now such a costly factor in 
electrlolty. With one of the new 
cells, it was announced, with a plate 
area of thirty square inches, a term­
inal pressure of twenty-flve volts 
could, be -obtained and a short-circuit 
current of-five to six ampheres. Small 
cells could. It was said, be made to 
furnish a hundred volts, the amount 
necessary for ordinary house lighting 
and sltghtly larger ones for power 
purposes. In fact, the new cell would 
make electricity both for light and 
power so extremely simple and Inex­
pensive that Dr. Just himself stated 
that his discovery seemed to upset 
electrical science entirely. 

Financiers saw at once all kinds of 
possibilities in the invention and a 
syndicate was hurriedly- formed in 
Vienna to purchase and develop It. A 
prominent Vienna trust lawyer, Dr. 
Felix Hitschmann, was sent to Buda­
pest to arrange terms with Dr. Just, 
but instead he learned the startling 
story of the hoax. 

It appears that one of Dr. Just's 
assistants brought him first a boxed-
in cell with iron and carbon electrodes 
packed in coal dust, and demonstrated 
that it brought a 110-volt, 200-candle 
power, half-watt lamp to full brilli­
ancy. Dr. Just was much impressed 
with this and had two holes dug in 
his garden, in his own presence, and 
had placed in them two electrodes of 
iron and carbon, respectively, pack­
ing both round with coal dust. In 
this case, also, a strong current was 
produced, sufficient to light a num­
ber of lamps. 

Next, the experiments were carried 
out before an official commission of 
experts who, while showing great in­
terest, were very sceptical, and ulti­
mately they asked Dr. Just to have a 
hole dug near the electrodes. It was 
then, to the intense dismay of the doc­
tor that a large number of dry bat­
teries of the type used for pocket 
lamps, connected together and to the 
carbon and iron electrodes were un­
earthed. The boxed-in call was then 
examined and found to have a false 
bottqm, under which, was a battery of 
cells of the same type. 

Asked how it was that he . had al­
lowed himself to be so deceived. Dr. 
Just'replied that he had believed in 
the cell as he had experimented with 
similar arrangements of carbon and 
iron electrodes in a mass of coal dust, 
loosely piled up on a table, and had 
actually registered pressure up to five 
volts. 

Such an utter collapse of an 'electri­
cal discovery by a scientist of the rank 
and world-wide fame of Dr. Just is 
almost unparalleled. The European 
scientific world, is amazed .at the doc­
tor's dull ability, and the Vienna fi­
nancial syndicate is dissolved. 

CHURCH BELLS TO  ̂
_ G0 TO THE ARMY 

Copenhagen, May 12.—Schleswig 
newspapers, commenting on a repent 
order of the military authorities, say 
that It seems that they favor .the 
wholesale dismantling of church bells 
for ammunition purposes. The - or­
der was oceastoned by the publication 
of a memorandum from the Con­
sistory at Kiel which stated that a 
Berlin:firm Had sent a oircular letter 
to the German clergy Offering to buy 
all the ehureh bells in Germany and 
forward thSm to the army. 

SENATOR CLAPP TO 
HAVE OPPOSITION 

(•jj 

instalments of balances, due from mer­
chants at the beginning of the war, 
involving a stupendous amount of 
work since at the beginning of 1916 
; »?r?. Jve.re Jn th® main bank alone 
500,538 drafts and- bills of exchange 
of more than 200,000 different debtors, 
amounting to 2.078,982,215 francs. 
The transactions of the bank during 
the first full year of war, cash receipts 
and payments combined, amounted to 
214,226.000,000 francs.* 

One result of the perturbation in 
finances resulting from the war was 
the encouragement given to customers 
by the bank to make their transfers 
by check instead of currency. It may 
result in a permanent and general use 
of the American check system, thus 
far looked upon with little favor in 
France. 

Mechanical Farming 
Idea GripsvFrance 

Paris, May 10.—The movement in 
favor of mechanical farming In 
France is assuming large proportions. 
Wherever trials have been made with 
traction ploughs they have been con­
clusive, and co-operative societies of 
farmers have been formed to put 
them Into use. A great many have 
been delivered during the past few 
months and a great many more have 
been ordered. 

The General Agricultural society Is 
making a census of different agricul­
tural regions to determine in what lo­
calities it is possible to secure large 
tracts of land which the society will 
undertake to plough in the autumn, 
also to ascertain in what localities 
sufficient acreage of harvest can be 
combined to Justify, the sending of 
traction harvesters. The machines 
that the society sends for this work, 
it is intended to leave in the hands of 
the farmers individually or organized 
in co-operative societies. The pros­
pects for the development of this kind 
of farming Is such that it is proposed 
to organise a Bchool fof the training 
of fa+m traction drivers. Thus' far all 
the tnaclilnes '<6ome from the United 
Stated French industry will'probably 
be unable to meet any considerable 
part of the demand for a few years to 
come. 
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Celebrate Re-gaining of the 
Land Which Sea Wrest-

A ed From Them.  ̂

Amsterdam, Netherlands, April SO. 
— Correspondence of the Associated 
Press.)—-The tri-color of the Nether­
lands has been hoiBted along the 
shores of the Zuyder Zee to celebrate 
the fact that "the Dutch have taken 
Holland;" that is, they have regained 
possession of most of the territory 
that the sea vested from them by the 
disastrous floods of last January. 

The great breaches that were torn 
in the dikes have at length been se­
curely filled in through the unremit­
ting labor of an army of workmen, 
and big suction pumps driven by high-
powered electric motors are pouring 
3,000 cubic meters of flood water over 
the sea side of the embankments every 
minute. Working day and night it is 
expected they will have drained early 
in May most of the big inland lake 
that now covers some 86,000 acres of 
meadow, and surrounds the homes of 
20,000 people In the region knottn as 
Waterland, to the north of Amster­
dam. 

In all, 200,000,000 cubic meters of sea 
water invaded the Netherlands during 
the January storm. 'Down to a cer­
tain level 40,000,000 cubic meters were 
blown by favorable winds back into 
the Zuyder Zee and the North sea 
canal, but that limit having been 
reached the government and provin­
cial authorities still had a small ocean 
of water to remove by pumps. Regl-
ments of workmen were first detailed 
to build emergency dikes at all the 
breached points. The method of ac­
complishing this was to construct 
rafts of large sheaves of willow twigs, 
firmly plated together, and when these 
rafts were strong enough to bear the 
weight of a squad Of workmen, they 
were cemented with sand. and clay, 
and finally sunk in the gaps by tip­
ping a load of stones on top of them. 
In places the gaps were forty feet 
deep. At Ultdam as many as nine 
such layers of rafts and material had 
to be sunk before the breaches were 
filled up. 

While the repair of the dikes was 
in progress miles of electric cable 

were laid to Monnifcenaam a* 
dam where enormous cent 
pumps were later mounted, and 11 
country was scoured 
erful enough to drive the, latter, tfoj 
It was out of_the question topMalif 
such motors from abroad at the time 

At Ultdam is the largest ottthi 
pumps, which has-' three huge PiPc*4 
together swallowing^ thouMfnd,cabi<i 
meters of water a minute.* At numer­
ous other places there are janslle* 
pumps, with an aggregate of 14 MI 
horse pbwer removing •three thousand! 
cubic meters of waWa,mlnute. 
In the May the North Holland cOUn-J 
tryside, that is the higher situated 1 
land, will have been thoroughly dnjin- l 
ed, though the • polderif ' 
calculated to .hold 45,0.00,000. cubic: 
meters of water will haVe tobe each 
separately dralnsd, and for this pur­
pose a dozen additional numbing sta­
tions have been established. 

The removal of the water by no 
means repairs the flood's effects. There 
are upwards of 2,500 homesteads and, 
other buildings that-will have to be 
rebuilt and repaired and there is the 
more serious fact that the whole of: 
this agricultural land will ..have been,-
saturated with salt by the sea water. 
Opinions differ as to the length of time 
It will take to get rid of the salt; but 
much ground will yield ^no crop this 
year, and it is certain* that -the -salt 
will not have been cashed away-in 
its-entirety for a long!time to come, 

It is likely that the*'; Mostly experi­
ence will stimulate th# Dutchman's 
ardor to tackle, when the war is over, 
the great scheme of building a barrier 
right across the entrance of the Zuy­
der Zee Itself, and so cre»ting a new 
twelfth province for - Queen- Wil-
helmlna's realm. 

PREPARE FOR EXHIBIT. " 

Buenos Aires, May 18,->-The com­
mittee in charge of the organization 
of the national centenary exhibition 
to be held in the month of July, is 
now in full operation.. The exhibi­
tion will be held in the spacious build­
ing situated at Florida find Sarmiento 
streets. A large number of looal In­
dustrial and commercial firms, alsb 
a number of North American, Brazil­
ian and Uruguayan ' concerns have 
signified their intention of participat­
ing. , -r- "• 
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Frank Kellogg (top) and former 
Governor Ebtrbaidt 

Considerable opposition is develop­
ing to the candidacy of Senator Clapp.' 
who is asking the republicans of 
Minnesota to return him to the upper 
house of congress. Among the other 
candidates for the republican nomi­
nation are Frank B. 'Kellogg, trust 
buster under Roosevelt, and former 
Governor Eberhardt. 

BANK Of FRANCE 
HAS BKREOORD 

Has Advanced to Govern­
ment 7,100,000,000 

Franca, v. 

Paris, April 29.—(Correspondence 
of the Associated Press.)—The Bank 
of France has taken in a billion and a 
half francs in gold in-, deposits and 
In exchanges for paper money and 
government bonds since Dec. 24, 1914, 
and the receipts continue at the rate 
of live million a week. (These receipts 
have brought its gold reserve up to 
about the five billion mark and main­
tained It there notwithstanding ship­
ments abroad in the . meantime of 
six hundred, and sixty-six .millions, 
most of which went to Great Britain. 

The Bank of France Is not a gov­
ernment bank in the strictest meaning 
of the term, but It is the state's bank­
er—the lender to whichi the state ap­
plies when It needs to borrow money. 

The bank has now advanced to the 
government seven billion one hundred 
million francs. The money Is lent at 
tne special rate of one per cent inter­
est by the terms of the contract with 
the government, and is to be repaid 
within one year after the end of the 
war or before, if the loans are re­
newed after that period, they will bear 
three per cent Interest. 

Besides financing the government 
the bank has protected *he exporters 
unable to realise on their foreign 
credits at the outset of the war by 
buying up their drafts to the amount 
of eight hundred million francs, and 
furnished guarantees for an Bngltoh 
loan of five million pounds to a Par-
Mtf*n bank and for an American loan 
for $20,000,000. It. hag at the same 
time contributed largely to the revival Of inide by factlttating 'payments In 
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Street to the army headquarters. 
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