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Looking toward .Mandan from the government experiment statins;' 
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UT an the . hills 'above the Mis-;' 
Souri west of Mandan, North 
Dakota, an old gentleman of 
great wealth has started a faro." 

This farm is engaged in .dealifig^ the. 
death .blow to s lot of lies that Have been 
told about North Dakota and Montana, 
(especially about the climate, the soil and 
the resources and productive ability of 
the "great plains" section, lying between 
the JJig Muddy and the Rocky mountains, 

for the particular purpose of answering: - SHOWING FARMERS HOW TO 
the falsehoods abpu^ western. North 
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Dakota by actual ^contpiishment. THe 
farm is only in. it§ third season but it .has 
done enough already to make its crea
tion worjJi while.. . S: 

The did gentleman who started' this 
farm must be something of a philan
thropist, don't you think? He is, but 
that is part of his business^ for the old 
gentleman's name'ia'Uncle Sam—or in 

GIM)W SHELTER TREES 

Ncj results from .the;.Mandan. field 
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"Corn and cattle will be the big money-makers 
in Western North Dakota in the future," says 
one of the government scientists at the Mandan 
station. The station is growing corn the equal 
of any that can be raised in any state. All 
other grains and grasses are being produced in , 

abundance. 
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IumI wto«thibnffalo used to roam 

'v$*® ***at numbers andwfcereCuster and 
blether noted <ww manderia. fought many 

^ Jnemorable battles witit ^he Indians at a 
V%. .. "time within tt»*»emoiy flf a few people 

<\ who- still Hy« ta»d flwaiah In that 
^wonderful country. . . 

t .* ^ Soma peoplei stjll 'think of 'western 
k North D^cota as * wilder

ness of arid JQd newAy barren taad, 
whei)e trees ^irill n^t grow and .where a 
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t How far this is 
Jifrom a mere p«cU^T.li^ ^ of tihe 

^^thlngs they are growlnk at the fitrra of 
"^the old ge&ttetean B^en^ued above. 
pThis year he has corn far above a tall, 
^vma&'s head, with fulli well-shaped ears 

rip«i«d nto perft»r'mattoity; he 
I had w£eat> flax and millet; sor^uma 

ten feet U& and ttuck,' huh Sodan 
grass; he had alfalfa that produc«ftIir& 
eseelletet cmpei h» had v^haai yiriding 

As" 

other, words, 
America, " 

The farm of which we hare spoken is 
the Northern Great Plains Field Station, 
operated by t&e Office of Dry Land Agri
culture o£ the Bureau of-Plant Industry 
of the United States Department' of 
Agriculture; That^s more than a mouth
ful. In common language it's ktiTwii as 
the (^<ehoi^t : station 
Mandaa.' •.'' 

Unde Sanii is ; a modest cuss. Tlie • 
station was' ^established by an; act''-' of -
congress passed a little over thWe y®^ 
ago .and since then it - Ibis-been going 
(Ahead; under ^e most eompetoit scien- . 
tiflc management' ciurrying on practical -
farming bperatkais, yet very little - has 
been said-about the wOTk of the station. 

•• in a way to ̂ attract' public.1 attention; 
- ft i» Hnele Sam'a:. l»blt. to eondeiise 
several years of ^oi^iMlu^ ^e mivst 
painstaking 
into brief bulletin , of tables and dat^i 

station have ever been put into print. 
"The station is too- young yeV 

explained W. L. Sweet, who is in charge 
of the station records.. "It will perhaps 
be two years more before the records we 
are compiling cover a 'sufficient' period to 
be included in one of the bulletins." 

One of the most important features of 
0# the work -being done at the station is 

the culture of shade trees for shelter 
.belts and their distribution to farmers 
in the gre&t plains area of North and 
South Dakota,..Montana and Wyoming. 
In fact, the primary purpose for the 
establishment of the station by act of 
congress in 1913 was to help the farmers 
of this section in finding trees suitable 
for planting as storm breaks , about the 
farm homes on the prairies and hills of 
the great plains region. 

But one distribution and planting of : 
trees has been made, but the results so 
far show that the station is going to 
knock- in the head the idea that.shade 
trees will not flourish in the western 
part of North Dakota. 

"Only-a very small percentage of fail
ures has been reported to us," said Mr. 
Sweet, "and this is in spite of the fact 
that a large' proportion of the trees we 
sent out were unrooted cuttings. In 
many cases where it was reported that 
a large .proportion df the trees died our 
inspectors have found that the conditions 

. laid down by the department were not 

complied with, in -other words, that the 
trees were neglected." 

The government requires that applica^ 
tions be made a full year before the 
plants are distributed. In the meantime 
a government inspector visits the farm 
of the applicant and decides whether the 
plot A>f ground selected is suitable and 
gives full instructions regarding prepar
ing the ground for the planting. . 

FREE TREE DISTRIBUTION ' >f 
REALLY HELPS NURSERY MEN 

_ It was explained that in its distribu* 
tion of ttees the government was not in 
competition with private nursery men. 
On the contrary th-j government's dis
tribution is creating an immense market 
for trees which the station is riot attempt
ing to supply. A. E. Thorberg, a pioneer 
merchant of Mandan, who. accompanied 
the Leader representative to the experi
ment station, commented on this feature.-
... "The nurserymen ought to b« grateful 
to the station, for the work it is doing," 
he said. "Hie shelter belts planted and 
grown successfully under the direction 
of the station experts are scattered all 
o^er this state and three others and in' 
every case they cause other farmers to>" 
go into the market and buy trees." 
-On the.station farm there are thickly; 

planted groves of well-developed .shade! 
•trees growing, demonstrating conclusive* 
ly the success of shade-tree culture in the 
vicinity of Mandan. at least Yet the 
station is not.: located m one of tha 
naturally wooded ravines' oi'i rich river 

Shade trees and fruit trees both? wiW STol? on 
the plains west of the" Missouri, as the - govern
ment „ is proving®? Aft that is nece^atry is to 
select trees suitable to ihe soil and climate and 

 ̂ giv$i them reasonable care. 
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TO ANSWBB SOMS U88 ^ «rte»aum tecturera of the . 
; colleges, and agcki^bual achpots tii «fer 

Im r^xoduaed in the agri^-. . . ffjyiifl »MI • .• • ff' 
- • this year which ahwld o®e* the eyaa of 

- -those who have accepted current hnpees-
Vx • au»& .without getting at the fikdau - ^ 

Oa® of the meat interesting points 
\< ift^thffc it vm atacted 
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cnltural magaxiBes and tints through 
many chanaela <rf iBfuanatSoa g«| to 
those whom they will do the most good, 
tS% fknaaya id»o ar^ expected to pnt/r 

"PAi 

} 

fimL ^ « s s* x ^ t •*» y < i'vrvs'# 

M the M 
arehardia 

meat slatta* and 4lie e^; peae}» 

ISA:/' 
SS&*(SSi®c 


