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" because the steel trust billed the ore as
_ one continuous shipment from the mines

A 1. ‘the point was: made that our state com-
mission . has “no jurisdiction; that the .
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of the rates, because the rates were so ~

excessive they froze out practically all
the _independent’ mining companies.
That proceeding proved. to be a failure,

down to the lake shore, and in their ore
boats down to the perts on the lower
lakes at Chicago and Lake Erie. Hence

shipment was an interstate shxpment.

“The fact is—and I am telling what
I know of my own knowledge—that
within our state.in the matter of rail-
road transportation of the ore, it is
almost impossible for the independent
companies to operate. They are at a
disadvantage.”.
~ Judge Gary, premdent of thé steel cor-
poration, ' admitied a few years ago
before the ways and means committee of
congress that the steel corporation made

great, as there has been a slight reduc-
tion in rates by the interstate commerce
commission since then. But it js still a
handsome: revenue. - The important part
of it is that the maintaining of these
high rates not only freezes out the.inde-
pendent companics and makes .an addi-
tional big profit for the steel trust in the
mining of ore, but that it results in the
lowering of the:value of the cre in the

TRUST REDUCES TAXES
BY HIGH FREIGHT CHARGE =

The value of the ore.in the ground is
reached by taking the value of the ore
at the Lake Erie ports and subtracting
mining and transportation costs.. So

railroads the less the ore is taxed in the
‘ground’ - under the present Minnesota
system.’ It is true that Minnesota gets a
return in taxes on”the charges made by
the railroads” for carrying ‘ore, for. it
levies a gross carning tax against rail-
roads,” thus getting back part of what
it loses through lcssening of the value
of the ore in-the ground by high rates.
But most of the haul of the ore is by
boats on the lake, also- owned by the
steel trust, so that on a large part of the
excess freight charges the state of Min-
nesota gets nothing, but at the same time
the taxation valuc of the ore m the
ground is lessSened.

The state tax commission in 1914
found the value of iron ore in the
ground was about 37 cents a ton, on the
average.. This figure was reached.by an
elaborate process of subtracting from
the value of the ore at the furnaces the
costs of mining and transportation and
discounting the future value of the ore.
The tax commission figured how long it
would reasonably take to mine the vari-
ous deposits at "the" 'present’ rate of
mining;. and ‘considered that ore that
would ‘mot -be mined for a few years, or
for 10 to 20 years, was not. worth today
in the ground as much as ore that would
be mined immediately. - The result of the
figuring ~was- to . place the value
on the ore in the ground at about 37
cenfs a ton on the average. That is,
there were "1,478,090,978 tons in the
ground, according to the commission’s
surveys, and this was worth a ‘total of
$543,678,682, or -about 87 centa "a’ ton.

For taxation purposes half this valne is
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: Fargo Woolen Mllls :

1 * ._ ' “Ploase have your salesman call w:th the understandmg ,‘

WHILE IT LASTS, The Equity has made -
arrangements to furnish all of its pat-
rons gged—wheat for the comi_ng year.

- Best Quality
This wheat is of the very best quali.ty’

of spring wheat and there is only a
limited supply.

Price

~ This wheat while it lasts will be sold for $2.05 per
bushel f. o. b. Duluth, Minnesota; sacks included. - A
deposit of 50¢ per bushel must be made now and the bal-
ance paid at time of delivery.

The railroad rate on seed wheat is the same per cwt.
- as the carload rate.

List your orders NOW with

~ The Equity ,
Co-Operative Exchange

-St. Paul, an.

\

-~

Cox Sanitarium SHIP US
A DRUGLESS* INSTITUTION Your next can of cream—sweet or
Chronic diseases cured. Appende- sour. A  square deal guaranteed.
%txs cured without an operation. | | Daily remittances.
e R Fargo Ice Cream & Dairy Co.
l.l-lﬂl street Nl‘al FARGO, N. D. (Creamery Department)
f —

~ Fargo Woolen Mills

'Dlrect from Mill to Consumer
FARGO N. D.

Manufacturers and Jobbers of High Grade Sweaters, Caps,
Toques, Wool - Skirts, Men’s Flannel Shirts, Under wear,
- Hosiery, Wool Blankets, Mackinaws, Ete.

OUR ENTIRE PRODUCT is sold to the 'Coﬁsumel at

prices, which only direct from MILL TO CONSUMER °
SERVICE CAN OFFER.

Why not have our salesman call?. A large line of samples
to select from. Fill in space below and mail to us.

v : ' : : 4

- ~ FARGO,N.D. £
GEN’I’LEMEN : ‘ 3

that Iam under no obhgatxon to p]aoe an order.
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