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*y-jfr A*» *VA Th  ̂Effort of the Wisconsin Grain Board to Be Fair to Farmers: 

-.*TF' THE farmers of North Dakota. 
I wanted prp&. that -this .state coulS. 

JL establish ^ maintain standard 
grain B^es,i tSey; could haye it in 

^vhat is actu^Iljt. beilig done in Wiscooiiin. 
Without be '̂ a\gSSm growing state, and 
handling bufra; smll̂ r̂ 6riion of the entire 
graiî  crop ĵ ptra in ' <3\e northwest, it 
still is mmnt̂ mng a -sturdy independ-
v?5® tiie ^hu .̂ milling interests of 
Miimeapolis,''; and: showing lie farmers 
wluitcan,* ;be  ̂dohe for them by state 

Tie4egend:that has grown up in Min-
neajwlis to. the. effect that no institution 
outside that inill center can establish oir 
maifttain- gifades in "northwestern grain, 
hasbeen .disproyen by Wisconsin. 

While Minneapolis, through the grain 
grades .which its influence secures, 
squeezes the farmers at every turn, Wis­
consin has adopted a broad friendly' 
poflcy towards ttiem. It does not truckle 
to them,' ;hor attempt to curry favor, but-' 
it believes' in a square de l̂ all the yeafr 
tOuhdi . 

List year the Wisconsin Grain and 
Warehouse commission graded 100,000,-
OOO'̂ bushels of grain, which was its big­
gest season, but long before that, while 
it was^ still handling only a fraction of 
that amount, its position had compelled 
more favorable action by the Minnesota 
Board of Grain. Appeals.. -* f 

All the farmers of North Dakota well 
remember the light headed by the North 
Dakota Agricultural college in behalf of 
durum and velvet chaff wheat—how Dr. 
E. F. Ladd by mill 1 tests proved it 
superior to Several grades of grain that 
were higher, and how ultimately a spread 
of 20 cents a bushel between No. 1 durum 
and No." 1 northern disappeared. A 
glapce' today at the Minneapolis quota­
tions, shows No. 1 durum ranking in price 
along with No. 1 northern and some­
times a cent or more above it. '• 

WISCONSIN'S INFLUENCE ON > J i r 

THE MINNESOTA GRADES 

 ̂ r<*>m of the Wisconsin Grain and Warehouse commission, the tables beside, the tall, unshaded 
5fnf ??? other Paraphernal̂  and part of the force. In the picture are shown: Inspectors J. T. Cavanagh (near • i . T  — / T " ?  " " , v ?  » u u  p i n  o r  me iorce. in ine picture are shown: Inspectors J. T. Cavanagh (near 

J* Holma? (standing back of the table near Mr. Eraser) and Chief Deputy 

But Dr. Ladd's experiments .alone did 
not achieve thip result. When the Wis­
consin Grain and,Warehouse commission 
found that durum was just as good a 
.Wheat as No. 1 northern it placed it in 
that grade, and, knowingits excellent 
qualities from their own laboratory 
experiments, the Minneapolis millers did 
not propose to let the Twin Ports handle, 
it.' Th.e result wias that NQ. 1 durum* 
was raised to No; 1 northern in Minife-
sota also. Practically the ssune- facte 
apply to velvet chaff, and a like, discrim­
ination against it disappeared after the 
Wisconsin Grain and Warehouse com­
mission acted upon the scientific inform-

ation made known by tie North Dakota 
Agricultural, college. •• • --

_It was the initiative of Wisconsin that 
'drove. Minnesota -to accord more just 
treatment to the farmers, and this rela­
tive attitude has existed ever since the 
Wisconsin board was established in 1908. 
It has stood as la friend, and is today a 
living example of what the North 
Dakota farmers can do for themselves 
in the. way of fixing grades that will be 
accepted in the grain trade. 

The weakness of the Wisconsin situa­
tion is that its. grades are not compul-
soi r̂, but are applied only when requested 
by* the shipper. - Minneapolis Chamber 
of Commerce shippers never request Wis­
consin inspection: they prefer Minnesota.-
But some independent shippers and the 
Equity Co-Operative - exchange of 

Wheat buyers have been educated to the belief 
that light-weight grains necessarily are poor for 
milling purposes. This is a fine thing for the mil­
lers. It helps them make their flour cheaper and 

still keep the price up. 

- Superior Wis* (which this year is hand­
ling almost two thirds of the grain going 
to the Twin Ports) ask Wisconsin inspec­
tion-—a sufficiently clear demonstration 
as to its value. 

MAKE THE GRADES FAIR, 4 " , 
IS WISCONSIN'S AIM ,  ̂ : 

"But we have never promised the 
^farmers iuiy better grades than they 
'would get at Minneapolis," said Chair-
iman ; J. E. Kernan of the Wisconsin 
"Grain and Warehouse commission the 
pother day in Superior, 'fit has' even 
^happened that at times wa have not 
givien as high grades. Our position is 
this: to 1m fair to the grower and to the 

^shipper; to' put a variety or quality of 
" grain, where it belongs and then to leave 

t it' there. We believe that if grain 
properly grades ~5&>. 1 "northern in the 
fall it grades No. 1 northern, in the 

-'spring. 
"That has not always been the attitude 

Sf Miimeapolis, By instructions givoi 
h to the inspectors, they have dropped 
;,-rwheat all along the line for a grade, so 

'that wheat of the same quality that was 
/grading No. 1 in the fall would get only 
No. 2 in the spring for instance. That is 

, ^ not right, and we have never followed 
i '̂that custom. This was accomplished 

not by altering the grades but by instruc-

TAKING DR. LADD'S TIP 
IN FIXING GRADES ' 

As an illustration of the lively inter­
est that the Wisconsin Grain and Ware" 

: house commission shows in its .work, 
Chairman Kerhah made a trip to Fargo 
atlout three weeks ago with a sample of 
light weight wheat which he had milled 
at the A. C. plant for the purpose of 
guiding the commission in determining 

-what grade to put it into. -
. No one has ever heard of the Minne­
sota grade makers sending samples of 
grain to the Agricultural college for the' 
purpose of getting a milling test Sbefore 
establishing a grade for it. But Wis­
consin did this and used the information 
derived from the experiment by placing 
all such grain in the "sample grade." 

This wheat weighed before cleaning: 

41.7 pounds per bushel, but after clean­
ing CO, pounds, per bushel. Under- the 
test weights in effect in Minnesota and' 

• Wisconsin bo.th this-year and in previous 
years wheat under 49 pounds has been 
"rejected" or "sample grade." If put 
in sample grade the grower and buyet 
can bargain for the price on the quality, 
of the sample submitted. But if it-goes 
into No. 4 northern, there is a fixed-
quotation for.such wheat.-

Taking this point into consideration^ 
Mr.. Kernan said 
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v> no^ oy^aicenng uxe ^raaes out oy rnstruc- »aia: 
v.^tions to .the inspectors to bear down ^&"The wheat we took to Fargo weighed 

2v ieavier on certain defects,"^ - -"'so light that it had to go into sample. 

The Wisconsin Grain and Warehouse commission, in one of their offices in the 
Board of Trade building, Superior. Sitting in the chair 'by his desk; is seen Chair­
man J. E. Kernan, who has made practical application of milling tests-in determin­
ing the proper grades for wheat. At his right; standing near the window is Sec­
retary Edward McKinnon and on the other side is Bay J. Nye, the third member of 
the commission; These men devote their entire time to supervision of warehouses 

Vi§ad 9f the inspection, and weighing otjp'ain at Superior, v 
' "* 

The experience of. Wisconsin proves that North 
Dakota need not depend upon the Minnesota grain 
grades. The market at Superior is one in which 
an effort is made to be fair to the producers of the 
Northwest. The hope of the grain producers is in 
building up the capacity and trade of markets that 

attempt to deal justly with the grain raiser. 
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