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About the Farm Where the State Sends Its Neglected Boys and Girls 
%kY^p~:S£/;anc* Gives Them Less Attention Than Criminals 
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•was a cainily somewhere-' 
in North Dakota whose chil&en-' 
were not getting the right sarir> 
<4 atfcenfum. Thefether usedto-

get boozefrom the blind pigs wbeaigver ; 
o n e  w a i  m  o p e r a t i m  a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e 1  

, rest ̂ thetimelte loafed MHnd. tawvû  
.The mother had to ..go oat: and wbrk-i.? 

ty the day to; feed, thefamily. ;
;£: -

AE tiris mts bed for the eMldfr^ '̂TheSfr 
neighbors thought "something ought.tor -; 

•. be done" bat they didn't kntiw jttst what:-'; 
to do.; The children were showing' tlu#'?:-Jv 
results of; neglect^ .The lieys: becaoi<s^"'. 
k&ownaS the '-'faadboyia? of the neigfclxwS'/l* 

, hood./.'. They used to throw stones' at:} 1 
wisda^rEr, and do ofh&r damage to', propv-'' 
erty; ithey flayed hookey? fr^mL stitsooi 3 I 
and finally (anlr -te Htwi)iBg ••••':: ;v 

This wastao muchtoendure;£Mjf1&e 
neighbors got together sod t&B&reS 'to;* 
take these hoys and girls oot "fif the: ? 
hands of their parents. 

"We dorrt want to punish these 
children,'* they said; "because we don't 
believe they are really bad children. 

, The trouble is, they have never had a 
chance.!. They haven't had the right sort 
of home—they never really have tad any 
homfc at atL What they need ishome 
and schooling and we propose to give it 
to them.'* 

This appears to have been good jadg--1 

ment on the part of the neighbors. One 
would say that this was the right sort 
of resolve to make in a ease like *>>'«-
Tfaequestion thai became how to put' 
it into effect; It is one thing to have 
a good and praiseworthy impulse. It is 

• another'thing to carry it through. Lots 
of people have the impulse to do noble 
defeds. Unfortunately many spoil them 
in the performance. You know the old 
Spying aboutgood intentions,^ y;.-~ ,:Jx . 

CfOOD INtEimONS SELlJok ' ? ' " 
EXCUSE, BAD CONDUCT : v> 

" If, for instance, > these neighbors, we 
were speaking of simply asked a farmer 
to take charge of -these children and 
agreed to pay him something every year 
for their care; if-they began to get tired 
of paying' oat so modi money and cot the 
amount down year by year; if, finally 
they ceasedpayingany attention and 
ceased eariaqg what happened to them 
beyond kicking about the expense; if 
they said "Oh, let this farmertake care 
of these boys and girls; he's paid for it; 
we don't-need to worryabout it/'what 
would think of- the people. 6# this 
community ?. . v' •; /. -. . 

And suppose you discovered thatasa 
matter of fact this farmerhad somaay 
boys and girls on Ms hands, sent to him 
under similar drcumsfannes, that about 
all he could do with them was to keep' 
then* at work aboufcthe fann. Suppose 
fede^ek^edtl^tkey' lived in unsanitary 
buildings wlrerethe danger odt fete was* 
alwaysprepept Jpadthere waB:little means 
of jfetote^fck.. Suppose t^iat these childr 
ren werenGtaHowed to leave thefarm to 
go j^iehodl^Bidl, ftat the farmer and the 
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The dairy herd at 'he Mandan school 

''Everybody's children are nobody's chUdren." 
Tfiat seems to be a fact in North Dakota. If 
the state's wards are neglected the responsibil
ity rests with all the people of the state. Can 
the state afford to give its orphans and 
neglectejd children as good care , as it gives to 

. erjmjna|g? V^i!-

Btate. 
them. 

You who read this are one of 

help he wag able to hire with the funds 
available could not give them even the 
average instruction obtained in. the 
country school. 

Supposing all ^hese things yot^d begin 
to be a little indignant, wouldn't you? 
Indignant at whom? Probably not at 
the farmer jf you found he was doing-
about the best he could with limited 
facilities. More likely your indignation 
would Begin to stir at the neighbors who 
took these children out of their-parents* 
hands and sent them to this farm. 

You would say: "Nobody hits any 
right to take children away from their 
parents and keep them unless he gives 

those children a real chance, -a real home 
and a real education." " r 

You might not criticise the action of 
the neighbors in taking the children away 
from their parents, but yon certainly 
would condemn their failure to take 'an 
active interest in these children after 
they were taken away. 

Now the fact is all these things have 
happened very much this way in North 
Dakota;; They have happened in: the past 
and they are happening still. Would you 
like to know >raat -comimmity cBd this? 
The answer is eas^: the community is . 
the whole state of North' Dakota. The 
"neighbors'* are all the people of the 

"The state ought to be ashamed of itself for 
the way it is treating its dependent children," 
says one man who has visited the Mandan 
school Is" he right? Maybe it would, be a 

thing to inquire and to distribute the 
blame ^where it belongs. 
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NORTH DAKOTA AND 
CHILDREN IN ITS CARE 

It is easy to dodge responsibility w^etf 
it is distributed among several hundred 
thousand people. - Everybody's business 
is nobody's business. "Let the legisla
ture attepd to it," or "let the board of 
control take the blame," or ''let the 
superintendent look lifter., these children; 
that's, what he's paid for"-—that's the 
way everybody looks at it. 

Regularly complaints are being made 
about children in North Dakota. They 
are "bad boys? or "wayward girls" the 
neighbors say. The court holds a hear
ing and then it sends them out to Man
dan, to an institution known by the rather 
unpleasant name of "reform school." 
We speak of "reforming" boys 10 or 12 
years old just as we speak of "reform
ing" thieves and murderers 30, 40 or 50; 
What the jboys need usually is not to be 
"reformed," but to be taught* 

A boy or a girl can't be taught a great 
deal iii school; you know. Home is 
where the real education takes -place. 
And of course if a-boy or girl doesn't 
have a real home he or she can't know 
much. 

The name "reform'School" is going out 
of fashion, for these reasons. Other 
states have institwtions known as "state 
training sdwx^r" or "state farm for 
children," or "state industrial sehool." 

Our last legislature was asked to' 
change the name of the state institution 
near Mandan to "State Farm and 
Mechanic Arts School." But the bill 
failed, to pass. The legislature was too; 
busy sqaabUinff oVe^r -whether this insur-

. ance companies should be regulated and 
telling the farmer to "Go home and slop •. „ 
the pigs" to care mneh about any sueJ»;- r? 
trifling matter as the care of children ^ 

><m,1&e -sfaMiefe* 
education, and thar material and moral" 
future. ^ 

And. what about the character of this *» } 
institution out. across the Heart river "-" • 

,from Mandan? >, 
i . There are 54. boys and 20 girls at tKi* ^ 
. state institution, ranging in age from 
years, to 21. v -( 
^ Speaking of its equipment and it»- '̂-. :-''4 
capacity for the proper training of th» ; 
youth committed to it, Superintendent J*. 
M* Deyine jahakes bis head and groans^i ;' 
"It's; fierce," fee a4mits.< .Jtejfeels.respon^^ "l 
sit>ili^y ;&r. these childr«i-r-seventy-fottB-si^ -
of them^whose only hope is in the stai^: 
and what it will do for them.. He ift.? > c 
bound to have that sense of. responsibil-f < 
ity. He would be scarcely human if heptf 
didn?t. ' ^ 

REAL CRIMINALS GET 
MORE OP STATE'S ATTENTION 
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