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By a Spy for the Interests

No. 2—I Meet Palmer—His Plan to Terrorize League Farmers—I Become a

League Organizer—The Men Behind Palmer—The ‘‘Red Card” Trick

BY RALPH A. MOORE

EFORE leaving Kansas City to
work against the Nonpartisan
league in Nebraska, the man-
ager, W. H. Ware, igstructed
me to report to their general
agent, J. P. McGrath, at Omaha.
He said that McGrath would
explain in detail my duties in
Nebraska.

_excited about the farmers of Nebraska organizing
themselves into the National Nonpartisan league,
and that these farmers intended to get control of
the state legislature and that they also intended
to control the packing houses, creameries, terminal
elevators and banks.

“These damned fool farmers have to be stopped,”
he almost shouted at me.

Palmer told me that my business would be to get
evidence that the officials and organizers of the

rectly to him instead of through the Thiel De-

tective agency, because the information would

be useless to him if it was several days old, as

his idea was to get up “patriotic mobs” to break

up any meetings of the farmers and to chase

the League organizers out of the county. He

said he didn’t want to see any of the organiz- .
ers hung, but he certainly wanted to make it

warm for them.

“I suppose you know, Moore, that
the Omaha Business Men’s Protective %N,
association is back of this deal to bust g o
up ‘the farmers’ organization.” .

That night, accompanied by my £
wife, I left Omaha and arrived in Line <
coln. The next morning I called on 5
Mr. Joyce and gave him my letter of

In their efforts to discredif the farmer movement the opposition resorted to
many political tricks, but none has been more despicable than the effort to
fasten on the movement the charge of pro-Germanism and disloyalty.  In
these stories by Mr. Moore, the manner in which the League enemies expected
to accomplish this plan is told. It was “anything to win,” and at the time
Americanism was the best camouflage the big interests had to hide
their own designs and cast suspicion on the farmers. 2
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s Palmer was directing the investiga-
{1 tion for our clients. After introduc-
|} ing me, McGrath left the office and I
remained in Palmer’s office. Palmer
then plunged into the plans for the
inquiries. He said that certain busi-
ness men of Lincoln and Omaha were

On these pages is presented the second in a series of articles by Ralph A. Moore, a private detective,
hired to spy on the League in Nebraska. This story in many points is one of the most important in
the series. Next week’s story will tell of one of the elaborate plans to smash the League that went P
awry, and will disclose a number of other tricks of the farmers’ enemies to wreck their organiza- &
tion. In spite of all this, the farmers “stuck,” and they now are busy trying to undo some of the
' | things the politicians at Lincoln did last winter. Next week’s story will bring us into the heart of
the plots against the League, all directed from the office of Palmer, acting for the business men of | %
Omaha and other cities in the state. With the story will be presented more documents, letters be- i 2
tween McGrath and Ware, detailing the progress of the “investigation,” as Moore tells his story. ¢
The most sensational of these letters are yet to appear. Watch for the third install- .
ment of “My Story—By a Spy for the Interests,” in next week’s Leader. g ;

‘PAGE EIGHT

R L T G T A AR T TR




