o a

L 2 o
T
» % -

e | &

v |-

J,}.. .

-

_ been a victory for the I. V. A,,

IN THE INTEREST OF A SQUARE
DEAL FOR THE FARMERS

Entered as_second-class matter at the postoffice at

Al 1is, Minn., under the act of March 3, 1879.

--anbllutiofd;ddms. 427 Sixth avenue 8., Minneapoll
n.

Tationdl Teader

" A MAGAZINE THAT DARES TO
PRINT THE TRUTH

One year, $1.50. Classified rates on classified xnsa;
other advertising rates on application. Member Audit

e nneapolls - Ruruu %f I’('?llrlcul-v.mm‘ o 8 _Bec%wlih Clslpecul
Leader, Box r‘.‘?;!. .lﬂnnr:?wmo?ﬂn': e Pablished %L?‘v‘;i.g.ol%o%ll’;;'s", lé:ﬁgr"l‘wo Wesls SE‘ 'i.?;ﬁu'. 'linn'unl' cr]c&l:esenumeu, e
VOL. 13, NO. 10 ,.. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, NOVEMBER 14, 1921 WHOLE NUMBER 2856

HE farmers organized in North Dakota with one, great clear

idea. That idea was to put over their industrial program.

> The realization of that program would be a victory, regardless
of anything else. The Nonpartisan league was not organized in
North Dakota simply to get offices for Leaguers or anybody else. It
was necessary, of course, in the first place to elect men to office,
preferably farmers, who favored that program. But that was a
MEANS to an end. It was NOT the object of the farmers simply
to get offices for the sake of the offices. Personal-

ities were entirely secondary. The first and final
'Il'h:hPla)gram object was to have the program adopted by the
8 Lne, .ne people, and then carried out.
Blg‘_;“\lllg The farmers of North Dakota were entirely

successful in having-their program adopted. The-

people approved constitutional amendments enabling the program
to be carried out. The legislature passed laws putting the program
in effect. The state now has a constitution and laws enabling the
program to be realized. These laws and constitutional provisions
make it MANDATORY to proceed with the complete carrying out
of the program, NO MATTER WHO IS IN OFFICE.

After the program was adopted and made part of the laws and
constitution, it of course was advisable that men in office be friends
of the program. It could be carried out sooner and more efficiently
if friends of .the program were in office. This was so at least until
all the enterprises undertaken by the farmers were established on
a permanent basis and their future success assured. There is no
denying that. But, after the program was adopted and started, a
change in state administration, providing the program remained in
effect, could be only a partial and temporary set-back for the farm-
ers. The laws and constitution provide means for carrying out the
program, and make it mandatory that whoeyer is in office shall carry
it out. -
Keeping these things in mind, let us consider what was the real
object of the League opposition

2 Real Triumph in North Dakota—League Program Victorious

tory for the farmers, if at the same time the I. V. A. measures were
adopted by the people. For then the League program would have
been destroyed, and it would have meant nothing for the farmers
to have their men in office. Governor Frazier and the state admin-
istration would have been tied hand and foot. The people would
have repudiated the program and the farmers’ movement would
undoubtedly have been killed off. For the holding of office means
nothing, unless you have the power to do what the farmers want.

On the other hand, if the I. V. A. could be defeated, in its at-
tempt tp pass measures destroying the program, the farmers would
win the election, no matter who was put in office. For even if un-
friendly candidates were elected, they could not destroy the pro-
gram and tear down what the farmers have built up. Of course,
no one will deny that it would be a set-back to have friends of the
program taken from office, and enemies of the program put in.
Such a change would mean some delay in getting the program fuily
operative. Enemies of the program in office would naturally not
work as faithfully to make the program a success as its friends
would.. They would even try to hurt the program and make a
failure of it, in order to prove to the people that the program was
impossible. But such a condition would not be fatal. It would not
even be very serious. Particularly it would not be serious if there
was another election coming within a few months, and if the farm-
ers could reorganize in the meantime and get their friends back in
office within a reasonable time. Just the condition last described
above has been brought about. Let us examine the result of the
recent election and the condition now prevailing.

T THE recall election October 28 the people of North Dakota
defeated by big, decisive majorities, the measures proposed
by the I. V. A. to tear down the League program. The peo-

ple refused to close the Bank of North Dakota, against which the
chief attack of the I. V. A. was directed. The people refused to cut

down the amount of bonds pre-

in the recent recall election in
North Dakota.
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viously authorized to carry out
the farmers’ program. The peo-
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association was financed

by and represents inter-

ests which chiefly desired the de-

struction of the League program
in North Dakota. The I. V. A. -

brought about the recall election

‘of October 28. While they put

up candidates

Attack Was against the

. farmers’ gover-
Chiefly on . .14 other
the Program gstate officials,

their REAL OB-
JECT was to close the Bank of
North Dakota, to make the state
mill and elevator project a fail-
ure and to put the state indus-
trial commission out of business.
They therefore proposed by ini-
tiative petitions measures to
close the bank, to cut down the
- bonid issues for the mill and ele-
vator, and to destroy the indus-
trial commission.,
. Thel.V. A. would have won
a victory, and the farmers would
have suffered a bad defeat, if the
opposition could have put over
those measures. It would have

and a defeat-for the farmers, if
those measures carried, NO
MATTER WHO WAS ELECT-
ED TO OFFICE.

; The re-election of Governor
Frazier, and the other two state
officials attacked by the recall,
would have been a hollow vic-

ple refused to
People Give destroy the in-
Big Majority dustrial commis-

to P mission, which
rogram exists to carry

" out the League
program. In other words, the
people declared in clear and
forceful language that they
wanted the farmers’ program
carried to successful conclusion.
The I. V. A. and the League op-
position within and without
North Dakota were defeated in
their chief object. That opposi-
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fices the farmers hold, if farm-
ers in office are powerless to do
anything for the farmers. But
they DO care when farmers.OR
ANYBODY ELSE are in office,
if the people make it mandatory
for such officeholders to carry
out a fundamental reform pro-
gram in the interests of agricul-
ture. So the defeat of the L. V.
A. measures has been a defeat.

triumph for the farmers.

It is true that the 1. V. A.
did recall Governor Frazier and
two other state officers friendly

to the farmers’ program. But
they did so by a very small ma-
jority—smaller BY FAR than
the majority by which the
League program was vindicated
and retained by the people. It is
also true that this recall of a
state administration friendly to
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