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By JOHN H. BEADLE.

The accompanying illustra-
tions are from New York!
newspapers- of recent date. !
They are published to show |
the popular idea of the per-
sonality of the American far-
mer in the gold stronghold of
the country.

I will invite your attention to two

pictures.
Twenty-five years ago the American

farmer was a king. Poets sang abount*

him. Orators praised him: :

Edward Everett held up an ear of gold

en corn before his andience and eulogized

the grower in

_such eloguent

wordsthatstorms

of applanse shook

the hall. We

loved to read and

quote the old stir-

ring lines telling.

how ‘‘the " em-

battled farmers

stood’’ at Lex-

ington and Con-

- cord, and it was

universally

agreed that they

were the salvation of the land. They

were the hardy yeomanry, the free and

independent workers, and even such for-

eign visitors as De Tocqueville went

out of their way to describe the happy

condition of the landowning farmer in
this country.

Washingtop gloried in being a farm-
er. Our greatest statesmen passed their
vacations on their own
farms, among their horses
and cattle. They delighted
in ‘raral pleasure, they
worked and personally di-
rected their employees,
and from a season of this
kind of life and close con-
tact'with the people they
came back to Washington
wonderfully freshened by
having lived close to the
heart of nataure, more
American" and more dem-
oeratic and more in love
with their own land. Their N. Y. World.
names were coupled in thé popular lore
with the names of their estates. It was
Washington of Mount Vernon, Jeffer-
son of Monticello, Clay of Ashland,
Webster of Marshfield and Jackson of
The Hermitage.

Where is that'farmer now?

The Vilification.

He is the gibe and the sneer of every

olown who can get on the city stage in
spotted breeches.
. He is the butt of
vile jokes in the
city saloons. He
shares with the
mule and the
mother - in - law,
the plantation
darky, the rusty
stovepipe and the
tramp as the
stock material for
cheap paragraph-
ers. He isbrought
on the stage of
every low theater
as the stock wie-

_tim of all thé stale old practical jokes.

“W" and lj‘wnyhackQQ and IlJaj.ii

are his regular titles, even among culti-

vatad people, and in the slums * ‘farmer’’
is one of the vile epltheta which provoke

. afight. He figures in the illustrated

tomics a8 a half savage. Look at the
pictures of the typical farmer in the
.New York papers and see nomathing

{ own “neres, 4¥é our great conscrvative
class. They dread revolution, They
love their country with an impassioned
ardor born of close contact with the soil

" | —an ardor of pa-

triotism which

gome writers

have thonght im-

possible in men

reared in cities.

Naturally, there-

| fore, the north-

ern farmers stood

by their govern-

ment in the great

civil war. The

Repnbhcan party

: was in power and

n.cqmred an im-

! mense prestigo

| by the sueccessful

! issue of the con-

flict. . Naturally N. Y. Herald.
again, therefore, the great majority of
farmers credited all good things to that
party. They could not believe that the
party of Lincoln and Sumner and other
friends of homanity would do aught of
injustice.

The Robbery.
The war tariff was prolonged in time
of peace- despite solemn promises to the
contrary. Em-
pires of land and
hundreds of mil-
lions of money
were given to
great corpora-
tions. Credit Mo-
bilier, the Indian
y ring, the whisky
ring, the star
" route ring and
scores of others
| followed in rapid
successicn, but
thongh the farm-
" ers murmured

volt. They over-
looked the fnct that parties are com-
posed of men and therefore subject to
change. They were slow to believe that
the grand old party could contain
schemers.

On top of all the rest comes a finan-
cial system which has added 80 per cent
to the value of money and depreoiated
the price of the farmer’s products in
like proportion, and at the least signs of
a revolt on his part he is denounced as
a traitor. It is assumed as a matter of
courae that Wall street
should strive for a rise in -—‘n'\'i‘;ﬁ
stocks, that manufacturers ST
ghould lobby for a higher ‘{

)
tariff, that the - Pacific 334
Railway companies should t‘ff-‘
evade payment of their ¥
debt. All other men can Judge.
vote and lobby to raise the price of what
they own and be good Christians, but
at the bare hint that the farmer
is to vote for restoring silver to
get a little better price for his
crops, the coun-
try rings with
frantic cries of
rage and denun-
ciation. The
farmer has sub-
mitted too long.
He has lost the
respect of those
who have robbed

much to be feared
that in great part he has lost his owr
self respect. His poverty has become
is reproach.
The Affliction of Abundance.

“But there has been so great an in-
trease in production. Now. why should
the farmer com- =
plain that prices
go down as the
size of the crop
goes up? And
how _can you
prove that elevats
ing the condition
of the farmer
will elevate that
of other labor-

m?!!

It is impossible
to raiso the -agri-
cultural class of
any ocountry
without raiging
all = the other
{classes who de- =55
pend on labor for -,

|a living. It is not absolutely im-

possible to press down the agricul-

/| tural laborer and yet leave the city la-

borer unaffected, but it is very unlikely.

‘| The farmer, however, does not com-
‘plain that he gets less per pound or per-

bushel when-the crop is big than when
it is emall. © What he does complain of,

| and what he has a right to complain of,

{3 that prices have fallen 80 fast that
he gets very much less money for a very
big crop than he formerly got - for a
small one,  'Thus the bounties of Provi-

coming to.look upon abundance as an

' affliction. Let me call your attention to

-| some figures. In 1881 the farmera pro-
) _' dnced 410,48] 000 bughels of oats and _- ;

93,198.9‘70 e

they did ot re- |

| overproduction

him, and it-is |-

dence are turned -into curses and he i

L4

received for It
fell, till 1895,
when they pro-
duced 824,448,-
587 bushels of
oata and received
therefor $168,- &
855,068, And the «
population : has %
increased 70 per
cent. In 1870 we
produced 1,094, -
225,000 bushels
of corn, worth
$601,889,080; in
1898 1,619,496,-
181 bushels,
worth $591,625,-
627, and in 1895
2,151, 188,580
bushels, worth
$567,509,106.
O v erproduction,
you say, but divide the bushels_ by the
population ¢ach year, and you will find
that per capita the increase was quite
small, and in such years as 1890 and
1894, when the crop was very short and
the number of buahaés per capita very
much less than the €verage of several
years ago, the price per bushel was still
low.
The Decline In Value.

Since 1870 the production of hay in
the United States has increased in al-
most exact parallelism with the in-
crease of population, and yet the aver-

l
)
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age value per ton has declined from
$13.82 to $8.85. This last is the farm
price as reported by the agricultural
department for July; nevertheless, on
the day I write this bay is selling in
New York city by retail at $18 per
ton, which is a beauntiful illustration
of how your city consumer *‘profits’’ by
the loss of the farmer. Wheat is supposed
to be an exception because our rivals in
other countries are producing so much,
and yet tho figures are significant. In

1881, for instance, 383,-

280,090 bushels were val-

uned at $456,880,427, and

in 1895, 467,102,947 bush-

els at $237,988,998. And

yet the world has not as

much wheat as it wants,

and not much more than

half as much as it would

bdy if it had the where-

with. There is evidently

Judge.  something the matter that

cannot be explained by that handy
phrase ‘‘overproduction.’’

Has there been any overproduction of
fat hogs? Every farmer knows that there
is just mow a great scarcity, almost a
hog famine. And
yot fat hogs in
the central region
of the west are
gelling at 3 cents
a poand or less, J
when but a few
Yyears ago they
sold at 6. Has
there been any

in milk cows?
The census will
show you they
are less numer-
ous in proportion
to population
than they were,
and yet the price
is going steadily
downward. Is THE NEW UNCLE BAM.
there an overpro- N. Y. Herald.
duction of land? In two-thirds of the
country east of Illinois you can today
buy thousands of splendid farms at what
they swere assessed for in 1870, and in
some of the finest parts of New York
state they will sell you good farms at
the assessment of 1860. Farmers do not
complain at reduced prices for products
of which there has been a very great pro-
duction, but the fignres show a decline.
though not so great, in articles of which
there is an ndmitted scarcity and that
the general decline is very much great-
er than can be accounted for by-the
amount produced.
Biarving Midst Plenty.
But as a matter of fact is there any
overproduction? Have mankind more
breadstuffs -than
they can eat and
more cotton than
they can wear
and more pork
and beef than
they want or
more shoes than
they need? Why,
the largest wheat

only amounted to

three bushels per

capita for the

people of the

civilized - world,

and, deducting

. seed and - that

- - made into whis-

. # N. Y. Herald. ky, little over
two bushels per capita was left for
bread. It has been repeatedly shown
that« the world’s cotton crop is still
8,000,000 bales short .of the world’s
m_nsumptwe demand.” Our own agricul-

taral department has shown that the-
American people are- eating consider-
ably less wheat _per capita. than they did

the anmual re-
ports for 20 years

Total ..

crop ever raised.

a few years ago, and if you w:ll tnkg

“Enormous Losses to Agriculture.

If you \ivam'. to realizo what enormonus-
. losses American

‘farmers have

sostained beoggse |

of- the increased

purchasingpower:

of gold, lock over

' the files of the

' gold papers be-

“fore this became

a political issue,

before. ‘they .had any interest in deny-

ing the truth, In the New York Sun

of Sept. 10, 1893, for instance, was an
editorial of which this is an extract:

For more than 15 years, 1878 to 1883, all the
great primary agricultural staples-havo been
declining in price, although there have been
periods when the prica of some one was high
for a limited time. This is moro notably true
as respects secondary products, especially
meats and lard, but the trand of the whole
scale has been constantly downward, and the
general price level at the end of each year
was lower than at its beginning. In the mean-
time there had been no material reduction in
the cost of production, the self bLinder, the
gang plow, mower, hay tedder and hay loader
and all other great improvements in agricnl-
tural machinery having come into use pricr to

1878. SBubsequent modifications and improve-

ments have been in the direction of greater
facility in operation rather than of lessened
cost. While it is truo t'g:t there has been a

material reduction in the cost of farm ing im-
plements, such reduction has not always re-
gulted in lessening the cost of production on
the farm, as new machines have ofton dis-
placed those which were but partially worn
and which were quite as efficient.

It is probable that upon farms large enough
to warrant the purchase of full lines of im-
proved machinery the cost of production has
thereby been lessened 10 per cent, but such
farms constitutiog lesa than 5 per cent of the
whole area under cultivation the aggregate
saving from such economies, has been slight
and bas probably been fully offsot by the
progressively increasiug use of commercial
fertilizers which haa been found necessary in
all the region east of tho Mississippl, not to
increase the fertility of tho land, but simply
to prevent further deterioration.

_The Yield of an Acre.

While the cost of production eannot have
been lessened as much as 5 per cent since 1875,
pricea for the staple products
of the farm averaged 82 per
cent greater during the five
years ending with 1875 than
now. This is especially true
as respects the five staples—
corn, wheat, oats, hay and cot-
ton—which employ 185,000,000
out of 206,000,000 acres now de- f.l.‘_ _
voted to staple crops. 2y

The following table showsd
in five year averages the gold ¥
value per acre (in the local &
farm markets) of the product
] e A >
%ﬂgﬁ%m::l es%im:tn of the N.Y. World.
value with average yield® of an mcre under
each such staple in 1803 a$ present prices:

VALUE OF AN ACRE'S PRODUCT.

c&-’o "71-5. 'T6-80. '81-5. '66-90. 68,
Corn....512 84 §11 30 308’$'025 3831 888-5
Wheat .. 13 16 11 60 020
Onts 1092. 9 81 ﬁs 917 5

325 1488 11567 1115 1
coé)::on 28 01 28 55
.$78 21 $75 04 $50 42 $50 40 £40 44 $40 75
Average 1564 1510 1183 1128 940 8 I

You can find all that denied or skill-
fully evaded in The Sun nowadays, but
that cuts no figure. Nobody denied it

before this be-

came a political

question. The de-

cline still contin-

ues, and there is

every indication

that it will con-

tinue. And now

N. Y. Herald. the great ques-

tion is, What is the farmer going to do

sbont it? On him depends the solation

of this all important issue, The fate of
bimetallism is in his hands.
A Bimple Fact,

““‘But is not the money question too
complicated for farmers to master it in
the brief time
between this and
the election?”’

Not at all. In
its present shape
indeed it is sin--
gularly simple.

It can be reduced
to two or three
plain questions, Puack,
perhaps to one, and. that is, Has silver
depreciated or gold appreciated since
18737 On their answer to that depend
the votes of a million honest firmers.
Monometallists say gold has stood still
while all other things have cheapencd.
We say that silyer has stood-almost un-
changed while gold has advanced enor-
mously in valae, and, what is more, we
prove it by every line of reasoning which
can be applied.to the subject. That sil-
ver is by natural
law far more sta-
ble in value than
gold has been
proved from ge-
ology, from min-
eralogy, from
metallargy and
still more by
comparing the
fluctuations of
prices in differ-
ent countries
having the dif-
ferent standards
or in the same
country at differ-
» ent times. Every
one of these tests
has yielded exactly the same result.
The fluctuations since the principal na-

tions adopted the gold standard have
exceeded all previously known. But
here is-a simple test which the farmer
can easily apply for himself:

the average of prices in your
neighborhood for the five years ending
in 1875 (it is not fair to take one year)
and theaverage gold or greenback value
of a ten ounce bar of silver at that
time.  Divide and see what that silver
would have bogght. Do.the same for
the five years ending with-1895, and youn
will find that the silver will buy more.

Is it not arrogant and  insulting non- |
sense to say that sllver ha3 depreciated
when it will buy more of the products |
of your labor? Here'is a table to help |

youinthacaloulatmn o
of Pricaof

cotton, ©  silver,

d. ce.
per g’mn parou‘li %

P‘riue of i’

~ haps Tn ome or
fwo whers the

process has been
going - on for
1,000 years, but
in no- country,
* ancient or mod-
ern, has the proc-
ess been so rapid
as in this. In
1860 there were
alleged to. be in
this nation a dog-
en millionaires,

Today there are |
at-least 5,000 and '

probably many

more, On this

point we have

- unim peachable

- N. Y. Herald testimony and

from an unwilling witness. Early in

1892 Hon. Roswell G. Horr, tariff edi-

tor of the New York Tribune, started

out to prove that protection did not cre-
ate millionaires.

Under his direction a very careful
census was taken in every part of the
United States by
The Tribune’s
agents. The lists
were puablished
weekly in The
Tribune for cor-
rection and then
compiled in a
pamphlet. The
number exceeded
4,000 and was
soon proved to
be entirely too
small. Mr. Horr
succeeded in
proving to his N. Y. World.
own satisfaction that only 1,200 were
manufacturers.

‘*And how were the rest made?"’

The enormous land grants and subsi-
dies to railroads made a few dozens like
Stanford, Crocker and Huntington. The
sudden growth of western cifies due to
the hothouse system of forcing develop-
ment made a few hundreds. Dozens like
Jay Gould and his fellows wero made
by the system of railroad wrecking.
Many were made by speculation in gold
and government bonds, by the national
banking system and many other schemes
fostered by government. A few—very

few, it niust be ad-
mitted—were hon-
estly made by legit-
imate enterprises in
which the govern-
ment was not a
partner, and many
by the advance in
real estate in oumr
great cities. Many
cthers have carried
the investigation
much farther
Thomas G. Shear-
man, Esq., the great
lawyer, has conclusively shown that
some 80,000 men own or absolutely con-
trol one-half the property of the United
States; that 100,000 men own half the
remainder, and that the great mass of
laboring producers actually own very
little if any more than they did in
1860. The results are simply awful
Ten men in New York city today hold
the credit of the United States abso-
lutely at their mercy. If it were to
their interest, they could tomorrow
sweep away the gold basis and precipi-
tate a panic in Wall street. But the
farmer is told thatall this is none of his
business and is expected to be conirolled
in his vote by the gold superstition.
The Gold Superstition.

‘“How can there be a gold superstition?
What do you mean by such a phrase?"’

I mean justwhat the words imply—
that a large portion of the human race
has become-pos-
sessed with the
notion that gold
is infallible, a
notion as degrad-
ing in its way as
the African
snake worship.

Nine-tenths of

the gold mono-

metallists in this

country boldly

proclaim  that,

while all other

commodities

change in value,

gold does not.

*“We know,’’ the

Savages say,

‘“that Mumbo Commercial Advertiser.
Jumbo is ugly and we believe that he is

great."” We langh at the poor hea-
then, but the argument is on their gide,
for it never has been mathematically
proved, and it cannot be proved, that

-Mumbo Jumbo has not great power in

the unseen; but it has repeatedly been
proved in every way open to the human
intellect that gold is a shifting and un-
stable standard of value, far more un-
stable than silver, and that twice with-
in the memory of men not very old it
has changed in value eo suddenly as to
vitiate all long time contracts and dis-
locate all industrial conditions.

The Fact About Gold.

Every economist worthy of the name
had said again and again that gold flac-
tuates in value. No .economic writer

has.ever denied it. In his
‘' Wealth of Nations"
Adam Smith says: ‘‘Gold

and gilver, like every other |

commodity, vary in their
value. The discovery of
-the-:abundant mines of

America reducéd in the !

fifteenth century the value :
of gold and silver in Eu- |
rope to about a third of !

what it had been before. |
This revolution in. their | q

value, though perhape the
greatest, ig by no means -
the otily one of which Lis-
tory.gives some aeoonnt."

Pmteasar--.l’avma. l.n h)s

-ﬁ—:;*"T’{‘,‘”?W-‘-"P'-‘ P R I DT A
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| actual alteration
in the gquantities
of the precions
metals has ma-
terially  altered
their value at.
; different periods

of history.”’

" Professor Fran-

cis. A, Walker of

the Massachu-

| setts Institute of

Technology, in

his able work on

money, says:
| ““Gold and silver
do over long pe-
riods undergo

great changes of

value and become

in a high degree N. Y. World.
deceptive as a measure of the obliga-
tion of the debtor; of the claim of the
creditor. Thus Professor Jevons esti-
mates that the value of gold fell between
1789 and 1809 46 per cent, and from
1809 to-1849 it rose 145 per cent.’’

When Gold Was Cheap.

It ia a point well worth noting, how-
ever, that in the seven or eight years—
1849-56—that gold, according to the
best aunthorities, lost 25 per cent of its
value, the world accommodated itself
very easily to the change. The only
outery was from the holders of fixed in-
debtedness, and they wanted to demone-
tize gold because it was too cheap. We
heard very little about that in this
country and the masses of our people
did not even know it, because we had
then no permanent creditor class, no
great bondholders; but the literature of
Europe at the time was full of com-
plaints, AND AUSTRIA, GERMANY
AND BELGIUM ACTUALLY D&#-
MONETIZED GOLD. On the other

haud, the rapid increase

in the value of gold with-

in the last 20 years has

wronght worldwide bank-

raptey, has brought a svail

.\ of distress from producers

=\ in all lands, has again and

again shaken the wvery

. foundations of credit

thronghont the British empire, and right

now, according to Dr. Eduard Suess,

threatens a redivision of the earth. In

short, contraction is very many times
more destructive than inflation.

““But the monometallists deny that
there has been any contraction, or that
gold cheapened in 1849-56, or that it
has really appreciated in value since
1870.”

Oh, yes, they’ll deny anything now.
Macaulay has well said that if a prop-
erty interest were aifected by it thou-
sands of intelligent men would deny the
law of gravitation. Only a few years
ago some of the greatest scholars in this
country denied that a man whose skin
was black and his hair woolly had a nat-
ural right to the fruits of his labor or
that a married woman had a right to
her own earnings.

A Dangerous Basls.

In no speech or book published before
1890 will you find it denied that the
volume of money and its proportion to

termining the

general level of

prices. It was

taken for granted

that the amount

of money of ulti-

mate redemption

determined the

price level. It

was the founda-

tion upon which

all disputants

built their arga- |

ments. But now

you can hear it

denied every day.

And why? Be- .

cause it does not fit the argnments
of those who have selfish interests to
serve. They now maintain that . all
forms of currency, including checks
and every other kind of representative
money, must be counted the same as the
coin basis, though every sound financier

knows that, by the method of the ad-
aninistration in construing the laws, sil-
ver now performs no function that
greenbacks would not, and that silver,
silver certificates and greenbacks are
mere token money, all resting on the
dangercusly narrow basis of that metal
which is the money of ultimate redemp-
tion,

‘“You admit, however, that the free
coinage of silver would produce some
inflation. Suppose it were but 10 or 20
per cent, as Senator Jones thinks.
Would not even that much inflation do
great harm in dislocating existing busi-
ness conditions?"’

History has answered that question
g0 conclusively that argunment is un-
necessary. In 1849.56 the specie infla-
tion thronghout
the world is al-
leged to have
been some 25 per
cent, and in this
country there
was a general
currency infla-
tion of 40 per
cent. Was any-
body badly hurt?

Look over the pa-

pers of that time

and see if you

can find any com-

plaints from the

farming regions.

| Do mnot- econo-

{migts of all

| schools agree

 that the 12 years Judge.

| immediately preceding ‘our civil war
i were the golden age of the Ameri-
can farmer, if . he ever had one?
Again, from aarly in 1862 to early in
1 1865 the currency of this country was

inflation was rapid and tremendous. It
| Was 5ix times as greatasanyinﬂation
“ now possible from the™ free coinage of
i-gilver, but the only mnous evil in it

{ was that it gave occasion for a subse- )

qnent cbn!mchon.

1< Jevel. You will find ‘ednc ine ably
"‘miﬁwthinthewm - Ad:

general trade are the main factors in de-*

inflated at least 150 per cerit. Some |
harm was done, of course, becanse the

1 might quote all tha emomiu vrit- I ;
i ers,_frum Adam &mi_th dovfn - to the

bald ATison in is of Europe:
‘““THE TWO GREATEST EVENTS
THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN THE
HISTORY OF MANKIND HAVE
BEEN DIRECTLY BROUGHT
ABOUT BY A CONTRACTION AND,
ON THE OTHER HAND, AN EX-
PANSION OF THE CIRCULATING
MEDIUM OF SOCIETY. THE FALL
OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, SO
LONG ASCRIBED IN IGNORANCE
TO SLAVERY,
EGOTISM AND
MORAL COR-
RUPTION,WAS
IN REALITY
BROUGHT
ABOUT BY A
DECLINE IN
T:"F§ SILVER
Judge. AIlD GOLD
MINES OF SPAIN Al GREECE,
AND, AS IF PROVIDENCE HAD
INT_L'NDED TO REVEAL IN THE
CLEAREST MANNER THE IN-
FLUENCE OF THIS MIGHTY
AGENT ON HUMAN ATFFAIRS,
THE RESURRECTION OF MAN-
KIND FROM THE RUIN WHICH
THOSE CAUSES HAD PRODUCED
WAS OWING TO A DIRECT-
LY OPPOSITE SET OF AGENCIES
BEING PUT IN OPERATION. CO-
LUMBUS LED THE WAY IN THE

HE SPREAD HIS SAILS ACROSS
THE ATLANTIC, HE

BORE MANKIND AND

ITS FORTUNES IN HIS

BARK. THE ANNUAL "

SUPPLY OF THE PRE-

CIOUS METALS FOR

THE USE OF THE

WORLD WAS TRIP-

LED. BEFORE A CEN-

TURY HAD EXPIRED

THE PRICES OF EV-

ERY SPECIES OF PRO-

DUCE WERE QUADRU-

PLED. THE WEIGHT

OF DEBT AND TAXES
INSENSIBLY WORE OFF UNDER
THE INFLUENCE OF THAT PRO-
DIGIOUS INCREASE.”

The Wages of Labor.

He might have added, and this point
seems to worry ounr monometallist
friends, that the wages of laborers rose
considerably faster than the prices of
necessaries, Even so did they in 1848-
6. And why not again? In truth the
wages of more than half our laborers
have got to rise before there can be a
rise in necessaries. Monometallists have
conveniently overlooked the fact that 60
per cent of the laborers in the United
States do not work for fixed money
wages; they produce, and what they sell
the products for constitutes their wages.
It is self evident, therefore, that a rise
in the pricc of the product is iteelf a
rise in wages. This class includes all
the farmers, cotton, sugar and tobac-
co growers, wegetable gardeners, fisher-

men, growers of all kinds of live stock
for food, and many others that I cannot
detail. Omne of tho worst crrors of the
monometallist is in assuming that the
great mass of our workers are hired la-
borers, and they getthat impression from

such misleading documents as the Al-
drich report, about which so much has
been said. Examine that report careful-
ly and youm will find that the working-
men in all the trades mentioned in it
do not together number quite one-fourth
as many as the farmers of the country.
And their method of treating this
subject accounts for a very large part
of the ill humor among farmers, In
spite of the census and common sense,
our alleged statesmen and economists
insist on treating the subject as if the
farmer were not a laboring man. A con-
gressional committee is’ appointed to go
out and prove that wages have risen,
and of course they prove it. But how?
They take the highest wages paid to the
most skillful la-
borers in the
highest priced:
cities at the busi-
est season of the
year. As a rule
they take only
those laborers
who are in well
organized trades
unions, although
they are but a
tenth of the la-
borers of the N. Y. Herald.
country, and they are extremely careful
not to take into the account the number
who are earning no wages at all, which
is a pretty considerable item when yon
reflect that in Ohio, for instance, the coal
miners only averaged 148 days of full
work last year. If you will take all Ja-
borers, especially all who produce the
necessaries of life from the soil, and
count lost time, you will find that since
1873, except in cases where they have
been abnormally kept up by trades
union methods, wages have declined in
the same ratio as commodities.
The Farmers' Meager Income. y
A rise in the price of necessaries then
would of itself be a rise in the wages of
60 per cent of the laboring producers.
But would it stop there? Certainly not.
The farmers wonld first pay their press-
ing debts and set the money in motion.
They would ‘then supply theniselves
= with those things they
have wanted so long and

out. All the coyntry mer-

arfisans immediately de-
_pendent on the farmers,

y such as blacksmiths, cob-
lers, carpenters, pamteu

nd- the like, would im-
_’medmtely share in the

gemm\lgninintnde.
dewr-

CAREER OF RENOVATION. WHEN -

been compelled to do with-‘ :
chants dnd all the country

- gain, and all others inthe =~
improvement ~due fo a
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