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AT the birth of a Japanese baby a 
tree is planted which must remain un­
touched till the marriage of the child. 
When that hour arrives the tree is cut 
down and a skilled cabinetmaker 
transforms the wood into furniture, 
which is always cherished by the 
young couple as the most beautiful cf 
the ornaments in the house. 

To show the manner in which silk is 
adulterated, an English chemist re­
cently analyzed a piece of silk with the 
following results: Real silk, 28; water, 
11; ash (mostly tin oxide and silica), 
14.30; organic matter, not silk, 46. 
Such silk becomes shabby in a few 
weeks, but so rapid are the changes of 
fashion that it is said to be preferred 
by many purchasers. 

THE ministry of finance in France 
recently instituted an inquiry to learn 
the amount of gold in circulation. It 
has ascertained that there is $830,030,-
000 worth bearing the French stamp in 
circulation. It is claimed that this is a 
record amount. It is stated that the 
United States has 8720,000,000, Ger­
many $680,000,000, and Great Britain 
and Russia $600,000,000 each. 

As a result of a special trip to Flori­
da and investigation of its agricultural 
resources secretary of agriculture Wil­
son is reported as expressing the opin­
ion that straight farming will be of 
more value to the people tnan the rais­
ing of tobacco, sugar cane, vegetables, 
etc., and that the staple industries oi 
the state w ould be dairying, cattle rais­
ing, sheep raising, bacon hog raising. 

ANOTHER Roman villa has been dug 
up at Boscoreale, on the slopes of Ve­
suvius, near Pompeii, where the great 
find of silver ornaments was made twc 
years ago. The walls are covered with 
beautiful frescoes, chiefly landscapes 
and marines. One represents a bridge 
over a river, with an angler fishing 
with a line. Four wine jars were in 
the cellar and seven skeletons have 
been found in the excavation. 

FRANCE has a curious custom of dis-
tributmg her tobacco shops, which are 
government offices, to the widows and 
other needy relatives of her distin-
tinguished men. Among the recip* 
ients of the 261 bureaux de tabac given 
last year are Mme. Jules Simon, widow 
of the academician, senator and min­
ister, the widows of a general of di­
vision, of four generals of brigade and 
of a rear admiral, and the daughters oj 
a professor at the Sorbonne. 

CHABLES SMITH, state coachman foi 
Queen Victoria, who recently died, 
during his long service drove the prin­
cess of Wales when she came over from 
Denmark to London for her wedding, 
the Empress Frederick when she was 
married, the king of the Belgians, the 
sultan of Turkey and other monarchs. 
He was the recipient of a medal from 
the queen for faithful service, and she 
has visited him at the quiet little villa 
in which he lived since his retirement. 

THE annual report of the state labor 
commissioners will, for the first time, 
give statistics as to the fishing indus­
try of North Carolina. It will say: 
"There were caught in eastern waters 
during 1897 142,360,000 fish, valued al 
$1,583,600: 78,000 bushels of clams, 
worth $32,000; 38,000 terrapins and 
turtles, valued at $19,000; shrimp and 
crabs, $8,000; oysters, $160,000; caviare, 
$5,000." There were employed 12,600 
persons and 3,800 vessels and boats. 
Of gill nets 124,000 were used. 

IT is said by people in a position to 
know that John D. Rockefeller some 
time ago owned $25,000,003 par value 
Standard oil stock, and in the last 
year or so he has increased his hold­
ings to about $30,000,000. With the 
present value of Standard stock, about 
$132,000,000, Mr. Rockefeller, with 
these holdings, is probably the richest 
man in the United States, and one oi 
the richest men in the world. This oi 
course, is exclusive of other proper­
ties, and he is known to have large in­
terests elsewhere. 

DAVID W. RAJISDELI,, aged 73, died 
recently. He was born in Washington, 
Vt., In 1S61, in a package of seeds he 
received from the government at Wash­
ington, Ramsdell found a peculiar 
variety of seed, which experiments 
showed to be a new kind of oats, 
which he named "Norway oats.'' 
Ramsdell in ten years made an enor-
mousf fortune from the sale of this 
grain. Over $3,000,000 was SDent in 
advertising it. Poor business ability, 
however, dissipated his riches and he 
died practically a poor man. 

AN odd case is reported from Lille. 
in France. A chemist who weighs 340 
pounds bought a third-class ticket for 
a railway journey, but found the doors 
both of the third and second-class car 
too small to admit him. So he squeezed 
into a first, and refused to pay the ex­
cess. The company therefore sued 
him for the balance of the fare, their 
contention being- that a first-class com* 
partment alone would reeeive him, he 
ought to have taken a first-class ticket. 
The court supported the company and 
gave judgment against the chemist. 

AN interesting novelty at the Paris 
exposition .will be the Mareorama (sic), 
which will give visitors the illusion of 
a voyage by steamer from Marseilles 
to Constantinople, with calls at Tan-
giers, Algiers, Naples, Venice, Alexan­
dria and Smyrna. They will be stand­
ing on the steamer, which will appear 
to be in the sea, even to the rolling of 
the vessel and the salt breezas. The 
unrolling of the canvases will make 
them think the ship is moving, the 
principle being the same as that which 
makes railway passengers in a stand* 
ing train think they are in motion ( 

«* when another train passes. »\~' -k'^ 'VI 

Investigation of the Cause of the 
Disaster to the War Ship Is 

Now in Progress. 

RESULTS THUS FAR POINT TO A PLOT. 

Inquiry Wi l l Not Be Made Publ i c 
Until F a c t s Are Known—Ameri­
c a n s in Havana Warned by Oen. 
Lee—Uncle Sam Is Ready to fi'lgrnt 
If War Actual ly Comes. 

Havana, Feb. 22.— The board of in­
quiry was busy yesterday taking evi­
dence of the Maine disaster. The evi­
dence was kept secret and will be held 
so until it is all in, as the rules of the 
board require. Capt. Sigsbee was the 
first witness. His testimony was con­
fined to his own experience. In the 
afternoon members of the court made a 
personal investigation of so much of 
the Maine as shows above the water. 

Spain has no official part in the in­
vestigation, but its representatives 
were present by invitation. The divers 
were at work all day, but they are not 
permitted to tell outside the court what 
they have learned nor to communicate 
with one another. They are under the 
immediate charge of Charles Morgan, 
gunner of the cruiser New York. 

Another Day of Inquiry. 
Havana, Feb. 23.—The court of in­

quiry opened at half-past ten and took 
a recess at 12:30. Lieut. G. F. W. Hot-
man, navigator and ordnance officer of 
the Maine, was examined at the morn­
ing session. The court met for the aft­
ernoon session at half-past one, and 
Lieutenant Commander R. Wainwright, 
executive officer of the Maine, was 
called to the witness stand. Lieuten­
ant Commander Wainwright has been 
in immediate charge of the wreck since 
the explosion. 

Warned by Gen. Lee. 
Havana, Feb. 23.—Americans in Ha­

vana have been quietly notified by Con-
sul-Ueneral Lee that it might be well 
for them to send their families to a 
place of safety. These precautions were 
taken in view of the fact that there is 
strong suspicion that the volunteers, 
anti-American and anti-autonomy, have 
been inspired to make trouble in case 
the Maine inquiry proves that the 
catastrophe was due to design. 

Points to a Plot. 
Havana (via Key West, Fla.), Feb. 34. 

—The situation, which may be changed 
at any moment by fresh discoveries, 
may be summed up, when this dispatch 
is sent Wednesday afternoon, substan­
tially as follows: The divers having 
discovered cases of brown hexagonal 
powder for the ten-inch guns unex-
ploded, and believing also that others 
unexploded will be found in the ten-
inch magazine on the starboard side 
forward, the conviction grows that this 
magazine did not blow up. If this be 
so, and many have insisted from the 
first that it is, the further conviction is 
forced that the explosion which 
wrecked the Maine came from the out­
side on the port bow. As previously 
wired, the main portion of the wreck, as 
seen from above and noted from below, 
was blown to starboard. 

Confidence in Blanco . 
The highest American officials here 

are confident that Gen. Blanco and the 
other high Spanish officials had no 
knowledge, direct or indirect, of the 
conception or execution of. a plot to 
blow up the Maine, if such a plot ex­
isted, but they believe the junior Span­
ish officers, who from the nature of 
things are more conversant with mod­
ern explosives than their elders and 
superiors, were at the bottom of the dis­
aster, if there were any outside agency. 

One thing seems certain: if the Maine 
was blown up by an outside agency, 
the agent was a mine and not a tor­
pedo, as no torpedo could have pro­
duced such tremendous results. 

Their Lips Sealed. 
Havana, Feb. 24.—The United States 

court of inquiry into the loss of the 
Maine met at ten o'clock Wednesday 
morning and examined Dr. Honerberg-
er, Paymaster Ray and Chief Engineer 
Howell, of the battle ship. There was a 
recess ordered at noon, and it lasted 
until 1:30 p. m. Several witnesses whose 
names are not now obtainable were ex­
amined during the afternoon. Another 
visit was made to the wreck by Capt. 
Sampson, president of the court. The 
captain says he has no idea of the 
length of time the court will remain in 
session here. It all depends upon the 
testimony, and new features requiring 
further investigation may develop at 
any time. Capt. Sampson added that, 
sooner or later, every survivor of the 
Maine will be examined by the court, 
which seems to imply that sessions for 
that purpose will be held at Key West. 
Although this information is meager, 
it is absolutely all Copt. Sampson will 
give to the press. A correspondent 
sees him by appointment twice daily, 
but there is a rigid rule to observe si­
lence until the facts in the case have de­
veloped through the testimony pre­
sented. 

READY TO FIGHT. 

Uncle Sam Is Prepared for War 
Should There Be One. 

Washington, Feb. 24.—"1 do not pro­
pose to do anything at all to precipi­
tate war with Spain. Up to the present 
I do not think war is either necessary 
or inevitable. I would be lax in my 
duty, however, if I did not prepare for 
the future. The situation is grave, and 
the policy of the administration will be 
determined almost entirely by the 
course of events from time to time. 
There is no necessity of alarming the 
people, but congress must be ready to 
assist the administration without mak­
ing too many inquiries as to the course 
61 current events." 

To a senator who called upon him in 
order to ask some serious questions as 
to the policy of the administration, 
President McKinley, with the utmost 
frankness, uttered the above words. 

-There is now no doubt of the fact that 
the government of the United States is 
actually preparing for war with Spain. 
It does not follow that war will come, 
but the activity in both the war and 
navy departments is too unmistakable 
to be concealed. 

Strrngh of Naval Militia. 
The navy department gave out the 

figures showing the strength of the 
naval militia up to date. This shows a 
total force of 4,445 officers and enlisted 
men, which is a gratifying increase 
from the 3,703 shown by the last re-
part. The number of officers and men 
by states is as follows: 

California, 3S6; Connecticut, 165: Flor­
ida, 186; Georgia, 225; Illinois, 523; Lou­
isiana. 262; Maryland, 240; Massachusetts, 
441; Michigan, 193; New Jersey, 364; New 
York. 472; North Carolina. 230; Ohio, 216; 
Pennsylvania, 216; Rhode Island, 130, South 
Carolina, 152; Virginia, 44. Total, 4,445. 

Still in the Dark. 
Washington, Feb. 25. — Secretary 

Long, in answer to inquiries whether 
the department was suppressing infor­
mation concerning the disaster to the 
Maine, wrote the following: 

"Navy Department, Washington, D. C, 
Feb. 24, 1S98.—No telegram has been re­
ceived from either Admiral Sicard or Capts. 
Sampson or Sigsbee since Wednesday, and 
the department has received no informa­
tion with regard to the disaster that has 
not already been made public. The de­
partment Is waiting the result of the in­
quiry and public opinion should be sus­
pended until some official information is 
received. 

(Signed) "JOHN D. LONG." 
A Correspondent's Story. 

Washington, Feb. 25.—The Evening 
Star has received the following cable­
gram from Mr. Charles M. Pepper, its 
staff correspondent in Cuba: 

At this writing divers arc developing 
important results. From examination 
of the interior wreckage they have se­
cured evidence which seems conclusive 
that the explosion came from under­
neath the ship. 

The further the investigation pro­
gresses the more untenable becomes 
the theory which the Spanish govern­
ment adduced to show accidental cause. 
It is evident the Spanish case will be 
based on the claim that a fire preceded 
the explosion. 

Said one diver who had been engaged 
in the work of getting bodies out from 
under the hatch: 

"God may be merciful to the men who 
blew those poor fellows to eternity, the 
United States should not." 

This was before Long's order prohib­
iting officers from talking. This4iver 
evidently thought the explosion was 
not an accident. He had an expert's 
capacity and opportunity for judging. 

KILLED BY COWARDS. 

A Band of Assass ins Murder a Post ­
mas ter and His Child. 

Atlanta, Ga., Feb. £3.—A special from 
Columbia, S. C, to the Constitution 
says: The most revolting crime ever 
perpetrated by white men in South 
Carolina was committed at Lake City, 
Williamsburg county, at one o'clock 
Tuesday morning when Postmaster 
Baker, a negro, and his family were 
burned out of their home, the postmas­
ter and a babe in arms killed, his wife 
and three daughters shot and maimed 
for life. Baker was appointed post­
master three months ago. Lake City 
is a town of 500 inhabitants and the ne­
gro population in the vicinity is large. 

Washington, Feb. 24. — The post­
master general has offered a reward of 
$300 for the arrest and conviction of the 
persons who burned the post office at 
Lake City, S. C, and a reward of $500 
for the arrest and conviction of the per­
sons who murdered the postmaster at 
the same time, and he has also issued an 
order to discontinue the office at Lake 
City from this time. 

ANOTHER MARINE HORROR. 
Brit ish Ship Probably Wrecked wi th 

Loss of T w e n t y Lives . 
Vineyard Haven, Mass., Feb. 23.—The 

British ship Asia, Capt. Dakin, from 
Manila for this port, is supposed to have 
been wrecked on Nantucket shoals dur­
ing the recent storm and her entire crew 
of probably 20 men have perished. The 
body of a man and a little girl were re­
covered from a portion of a floating hull 
near the Handkerchief lightship Tues­
day afternoon by the tug E. V. Mc-
Caulley. 

Slain by His Insane Alother. 
Cherokee, la., Feb. 24.—At Cleghorn 

Tuesday night, in a fit of insanity, Mrs. 
Jane Wilcox instantly killed her five-
year-old son by shooting him repeated­
ly through the body as he lay in his 
bed. No motive is assigned for the 
deed. Mrs. Wilcox was formerly an 
inmate of the asvlum at Independence, 
where she was sent shortly after the 
death of her husband, whose loss had 
affected her mind. 

Foes of Suffrage Organize. 
Des Moines, la., Feb. 23.—At a meet­

ing here Tuesday 35 prominent women 
of this city formed the Iowa Associa­
tion Opposed to Woman Suffrage. The 
association will be state wide and is 
formed to work against the passage of 
a woman-suffrage amendment in Iowa. 

Cruiser Minneapol i s F loated . 
Philadelphia, Feb. 25.—The United 

States cruiser Minneapolis was success­
fully floated out of the dry dock at the 
League Island navy yard at high tide 
Thursday afternoon. The floating of 
the cruiser was witnessed by nearly 
1,000 people. 

Crime of a Youth. 
Cedar Falls, la., Feb. 24.—Angry be­

cause he could not go hunting .Richard 
Clauson, aged 15, fatally shot Miss Min­
nie Foght near here and then killed 
himself. The boy was employed by ths 
girl's father, who is a farmer. 

Promoted. 
New York, Feb. 25.—Francis M. 

Bunce, commandant of the navy yard 
here, has received from Washington his 
commission as rear admiral. His offi­
cial rank up to Thursday was that of 
commodore. * 

A Fatal Avalanche. 
.South Quebec, Can., Feb. 24.—Wil­

liam Augers and his two children and 
Mrs. James King were killed by an av­
alanche which wrecked their homes 
here.. n * * , « , „ , « r — r n — r - %i-sA-~, 

The French Author Is Sentenced to 
Imprisonment for a Period 

of One Year. 

ALSO MUST PAY FINE OF 3,000 FRANCS 

Charge on W h i c h He Was Con> ic ted 
Was Making Libelous Comment 
Upon Conduct of Esterhazy Court-
Martial—Notice of a n Appeal from 
the Sentence 01% en. 

Paris, Feb. 24.—In the court yester­
day where MM. Emile Zola and Perreux 
have been on trial since February 7, 
charged by the government in sub­
stance with making libelous comment 
upon the conduct of the Esterhazy 
court-martial, the jury found Zola 
guilty as charged in all the counts of 
the indictment and declared there were 
no extenuating circumstances. M. 
Zola, on hearing the verdict, cried: 
"They are cannibals." M. Zola's sent-

EMILE ZOLA. 
ence of one year imprisonment and a 
fine of 3,000 francs is the maximum 
punishment. 

M. Perreux, the manager of the 
Aurore, in which paper Zola published 
his charges against the conduct of the 
Esterhazy court-martial, was con­
demned to four months' imprisonment 
and to pay 3,000 francs fine. 

Zola Appeals. 
Paris, Feb. 25.—Maitre Laborie, coun­

sel for M. Zola, has lodged a notice of 
appeal on behalf of M. Zola from the 
sentence imposed upon him. lo-day a 
similar notice will be filed in the case 
of M. Perreux. 

LAST HONORS PAID. 

The Funera l of Frances E. Wi l lard 
Takes P l a c e at ESvanston. 

Chicago, Feb. 25.—Evanston mourned 
in public Thursday for Frances E. Wil­
lard. Funeral services were held at 11 
o'clock at the First M. E. church, con­
suming over an hour. 

It was nearly one o'clock when the 
services were concluded and the pall­
bearers, to the strains of the huge or­
gan, bore the casket through the grief-
stricken crowd to the hearse, and the 
journey to Rose Hill cemetery began. 
The public vault, where the body will 
lie till spring, was covered and lined 
with flowers. Miss Willard's final rest­
ing place lies between that of her moth­
er and her loved sister Mary. 

Oppose Sale of Cuba. 
London, Feb. 25.—The Madrid corre­

spondent of the Standard says: Span­
ish statesmen of ev ery shade of opinion 
are simply amazed and indignant at the 
idea that Spain would ever consent to 
sell Cuba. The suggestion would ex­
pose the monarchy to an irresistible 
movement of popular feeling, shared by 
the army and navy. From a financier's 
viewpoint it is equally impossible, be­
cause the price suggested would not 
half cover the Cuban debt, which is al­
most entirely held by Spaniards. 

I l l ino i s Leg i s la ture Adjourns. 
Springfield, 111., Feb. 25.—After pass­

ing the revenue bill in the house and 
senate, killing the Harnsberger primary 
election bill in the senate and extending 
the inquisitorial life of the Berry po­
lice investigating committee to the end 
of the year, the extra session of the 
Fortieth general assembly adjourned 
sine die yesterday. 

Seeks a Pens ion . 
Washington, Feb. 25.—Mrs. Harriet 

Adams, of this city, the dependent 
mother of J. T. Adams, a coal passer, 
who lost his life on the Maine on Thurs­
day filed an application for a pension. 
This is the first pension claim filed in 
connection with the loss of life on the 
vessel. 

Defense of Sheriff Martin. 
Wilkes Barre, Pa., Feb. 22.—The case 

for the defense in the trial of Sheriff 
Martin and his deputies was opened 
Monday. A number of witnesses were 
called who testified to the riotous be­
havior of the strikers before they start­
ed out on their march to Lattimer. 

Deadly Dynamite. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 23.—The prema­

ture explosion of a charge of dynamite 
in the stone quarry at Sixty-sixth and 
Vine streets killed three Italian work­
men, Mike De Sando, Franz De Succio 
and Mike Hornburth. 

Crime of a Neffro. 
Oakland, Cal., Feb. 24.—Henry-Wil­

liams, a negro, aged 25, shot and killed 
Miss Ethel Gray, a white girl, aged 22, 
at her residence here, and then killed 
himself. He is said to have been in­
fatuated with the girl. 

Insu l t s to Americans . 
New York, Feb. 25. — Passengers on 

a vessel from Cuba that arrived here 
yesterday tell of insults offered to 
Americans in Havana and to the Amer-

, ican flag. 

MINOR NEWS ITEMS. 

For the Week Ending Feb. 25. 
The business portion of De Kalb, 

Tex., was destroyed by fire. 
Mrs. James Lynett (colored) died in 

Milton, N. Y., aged 103 years. 
Every gambling house in Youngs-

town, O., was raided by the police. 
The Illinois republican state conven­

tion will be held in Springfield on June 
14. 

The new wharf at Tampico, Mexico, 
was destroyed by fire, the loss being 
$2,000,000. 

James Vincent Cleary, archbishop of 
the Roman Catholic diocese of Kings­
ton, Ont., is dead. 

Houses were blown down, trees up­
rooted and other damage done by a 
tornado in Honolulu. 

A marble bust of the late Charles 
Robinson, first governor of Kansas, vv as 
unveiled at Lawrence. 

The cotton mill strikers at New Bed­
ford, Mass., have issued an appeal for 
aid to continue their fight. 

In Fairfield county, S. C, 70 houses 
were destroyed by forest fires and sev en 
women were burned to death. 

The Bank of Southern Baltimore at 
Baltimore, Md., went into a receiver's 
hands with liabilities of $170,000. 

The president has signed the resolu­
tion passed bv congress appropriating 
$200,000 for the raising of the Maine. 

The Chamber of Commerce building 
in Duluth, Minn., was partially de­
stroyed by fire, the loss being $100,000. 

Jacob Dillenbuig, 61 vears old, and 
his wife, Annie, aged 73, were asphyxi­
ated by gas at their home in New York. 

Asa B. Stow, one of the pioneer circus 
proprietors of the countrj, died sud­
denly in Middletown, Conn., aged 73 
years. 

Richard Allen and Tom Holmes were 
lynched at Mav field, Ky. Allen robbed 
a house and Holmes killed his vvite six 
months ago. 

The planing mill of the A. M. Stevens 
Lumber company and 20 dwellings were 
burned at Dyersburg, Tenn., causing a 
loss of $200,000. 

Family troubles caused a duel be­
tween Dr. J. H. Hartzeli and W. K. El­
liott at Little Rock, Ark., and both 
were fatally shot. 

Willim J. Scanlan, the famous Irish 
comedian and song writer, died in the 
Bloomingdale asylum in White Plains, 
N. Y., aged 42 years. 

A special train on the Erie railroad 
ran from Salamanca, N. Y., to Nevvburg, 
O., a distance of 220 miles, in 208 min­
utes, making a new record. 

Thomas Ford, who cut the throat of 
his brother-in-law, escaped from jail 
at Mascot, Neb., and killed four men 
before he could be overpowered. 

Gov. Stephens has appointed William 
C. Marshall, city councilor of St. Louis, 
to the Missouri supreme bench to suc­
ceed Justice McFarland, deceased. 

Mrs. Daniel Manning, of New York, 
was elected president-general of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
at the annual meeting in Washington. 

Ignatius Donnelly, the Baconian 
cryptogramist, was married in Minne­
apolis to Miss Olive Mary Hanson, aged 
22, who was formerly Mr. Donnelly's 
stenographer. 

Austin Gollaher, who was the boy­
hood companion of Abraham Lincoln, 
and at one time saved Lincoln from 
drowning, died in Hodgenville, Ky., 
aged 93 years. 

Presbyter ians Celebrate. 
Trenton, N. J., Feb. 25.—The two hun­

dred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
adoption of the Westminster confession 
of faith was celebrated by the Presby­
tery of New Brunswick in the First 
Presbyterian church, of this city, Thurs­
day. Addresses were made by Rev. Dr. 
Patton, president of Princeton uni­
versity, and others. 

Woolen Mills Burned. 
Waukesha, Wis., Feb. 24.—The woolen 

mills at Genessee, Wis., were destroyed 
by fire Wednesday afternoon. Loss, 
$25,000; no insurance. The fire orig­
inated in the picking room on the third 
floor, and the employes barely escaped 
A bicycle factory was also destroyed. 
Loss, $300. 

Bui ld ing B ig Gun Carriages . 
Cleveland, O., Feb. 23.—Work on the 

big government contract is now under 
rapid headway at the Otis steel works. 
Five enormous gun carriages are be­
ing constructed there. 'Ihey are for 
13-inch guns, to be used on United 
States battle ships. 

Must Go to Pr i son . 
New Orleans, Feb. 24.—The supreme 

court has affirmed the sentence of three 
years of the lower court in the case of 
W. P. Nicholls, former president of the 
Bank of Commerce, who was charged 
with wrecking that institution. 

Noted Minister Dead. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24.—Rev. Thomas 

Rosling Howlctt, a well-known Baptist 
minister, died at his home here Tuesday 
night. Mr. Howlett was born in Eng­
land 71 years ago. Mr. Howlett wrote 
a number of religious books. 

Epidemic of Suicides . 
St. Louis, Feb. 24.—James McNamara, 

formerly of Springfield, HI., and Clara 
Schaller, of Mascoutah, HI., were found 
at a hotel in this city with their throats 
cut, making 11 suicides in this city 
within 48 hours. 

Struck by Lightn ing . 
Newark, O., Feb. 22.—During Sun­

day's storm lightning struck a tree near 
Z. McKnight's house near Hanover, 
breaking every window. McKnight and 
wife were both, knocked down. 

Constables Shot. 
Bursonville, Pa., Feb. 25. — While 

resisting arrest here Adam Weaver shot 
and killed Edwin Mondeau, a deputy 
constable, and fatally wounded Consta­
ble at Atherholt. 

Brothers K i l l e d . 
Reagan, Tex., Feb. 25. — Jesse Kelley 

shot and killed H. N. and L. B. Dewalt, 
brothers, near here, in a quarrel con-

l cerning a valentine. 

A Daily Summary of the Work Be­
ing Done by Our Law-Mak­

ers in Washington. 

RECORD OF EACH DAY BRIEFLY TOLD. 

In the Senate Bi l l s and Reso lut ions 
Are Discussed and Passed—In t h » 
House Important Measures Are 
l u d e r Consideration—Busy Days 
at the Capital. 

Washington, Feb. 19.—The Maine 
disaster and the Cuban question occu-
pied the entire day in the senate yes­
terday. The resolution appropriating 
$200,000 for raising the battle ship 
Maine and saving what property could 
be saved was passed. Senator Mason 
(111.) bitterly attacked the policy of the 
administration in Cuban affairs and 
Senators Wolcott and Lodge openly re^ 
buked him. Adjourned to the 21st." 

Washington, Feb. 22. — In the senate 
yesterday the joint resolution appro­
priating $200,000 for the recovery of the 
bodies of officers and men and property 
from the wrecked battle ship Maine 
was passed and the bill providing for 
the taking of the twelfth and subse­
quent censuses was discussed, and the 
bill prov iding a go\ ernment for the ter­
ritory of Alaska was reported. 

Washington, Feb. 23.—Senator Haw-
ley's bill to, add two regiments to the 
artillery force of the army was passed 
in the senate yesterday by a vote of 
£2 to 4. In executive session the Cuban 
question was discussed. 

Washington, Feb. 24. — Both the mil­
itary academy and the diplomatic and 
consular appropriation bills were 
passed in the senate yesterday and 
the Cuban question was debated. 
Senator Morgan (Ala.) expressed 
the opinion that the Cuban af­
fair would eventually be sub­
mitted to the arbitrament of the sword, 
but he did not want warjjrecipitated by 
rash acts of legislation. Senator For-
aker (O.) thought the day not far dis­
tant when the time for action by this 
country would arrive. Senator Thurs 
ton (Neb.) counseled calmness and pru­
dence, for he believed that the country 
was rapidly drifting into a war with 
Spain. 

Washington, Feb. 25.—The feature in 
the senate yesterday w as the speech of 
Senator Spooner (Wis.) in favor of the 
right of Henry W. Corbett to a seat in 
the senate from Oregon under appoint­
ment of the governor. 

House. 
Washington, Feb. 19.—Aside from 

adoption of the resolution giving the 
secretary of the navy permission to 
use $200,000 in the work of raising the 
battle ship Maine, the time in the 
house yesterday was devoted to a con­
tinuation of the debate on the bank­
ruptcy bill. A bill appropriating $4,-. 
000,000 to provide a battle ship to re­
place the Maine was introduced by Mr. 
Foote, of New York. 

Washington, Feb. 21.—In the house 
on Saturday the bankruptcy bill, which 
contains both voluntary and involun­
tary features, was passed by a vote of 
15Sto 125. Mr. Hitt (111.) introduced a 
joint resolution appropriating $1,000,-
000 for the representation of the United 
States at the Paris exposition in 1900. 

Washington, Feb. 22. — The sundry 
civil appropriation bill was reported in 
the house yesterday with a reduction of 
$8,861,S90 from the official estimate. At 
the night session 38 pension bills were 
passed. 

Washington, Feb. 23.—In the house 
yesterday bills were introduced to re­
vive the grade of lieutenant general of 
the army and to establish a military 
post at or near Indianapolis. Mr. John­
son (Ind.) spoke against the annexa­
tion of Hawaii. 

Washington, Feb. 24. —The sundry 
civil appropriation bill was considered 
in the house yesterday. A resolution 
was introduced to investigate the mur­
der of Postmaster Baker at Lake City, 
S. C, by a mob. 

Washington. Feb. 25. — "Sir. Boutelle 
(Me.) introduced a bill in the house 
yesterday providing for the relief of the 
survivors of the victims of the United 
States battle ship Maine. Thirty addi­
tional pages of the sundry civil appro­
priation bill were disposed of and the 
senate bill to prohibit the passage of 
local or special acts bj' territorial legis­
latives and to limit territorial indebt­
edness was passed. 

Ind iana Popul i s t s . 
Indianapolis, Ind., Feb. 23.—The pop­

ulists in convention here yesterday 
nominated a state ticket headed by H. 
H. Morrison, of Greencastle, for secre­
tary of state, and adopted resolutions 
against fusion and government by in­
junction, and for free silver at the) 
ratio of sixteen to one, female suffrage, 
prohibition and the abolition of the 
issue of money to national banks. 

Secretary Alger Returns . 
Washington, Feb. 24. — Secretary 

Alger has returned from Fort Monroe 
greatly improved in health, and called 
on the president at the white house. He 
walked with a firm step and seemed to 
have almost completely recovered from 
his recent illness. 

Pres ident McKin ley At tacked . 
Madrid, Feb. 25.—Gen. Woodford gav 

a banquet here in honor of the new 
Spanish minister to the United States. 
At the same time Spanish newspapers 
bitterly attacked McKinley's policy and 
accused him of treachery and duplicity. 

New Battle Snips. 
Newport News, Va., Feb. 25. — The 

battle ships Kentucky and Kearsarge 
will be launched here March 24, and i t 
will be the first double "launching off 
first-class battle ships in the world. 

Eleven Drowned. 
London, Feb. 2*4.—Two government 

cutters have been capsized in a gale-
off Wells, Norfolk, drowning *1 per­
sons. 
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