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A sixteen- inch gun has been placed at 
Sandy Hook which will throw a ball 15 
miles out at sea. It takes 1,000 pounds 
of good powder to fire that gun. 

Japan has just launched at one of its 
own navy yards a twin-screw steamer 
built by Japanese workmen. The brown 
little men are studying civilization to 
some purpose. 

Georgia is gett ing ready to plant 
.more acres of watermelons than ever 
before. Between watermelons and 
peaches Georgia is almost persuaded to 
raise less cotton. 

Among the 350 men on the Maine all 
but 117 were born in the United States, 
and of the latter all but 19 had taken 
out naturalization papers. The average 
of Americans in our navy is higher than 
ever before. 

The combined vield of gold and sil-
\ e r in the United States last year was 
but one-third the value of the corn 
crops. We received $54,000,000 for corn 
expoi ted, and that is a Klondike of test­
ed richness. 

A Frenchman who ran away from his 
adversary in a duel is certified by his 
physician (o have been suffering from 
tachypodia. It sounds better than 
"quickfoot," just as kleptomania is pre­
ferred to the commoner word. 

A car load of Illinois eggs passed 
through a railroad wreck the other day 
without having a single shell disrupted. 
This variety of non-explosive and ar­
mor-clad poultry product must be in­
tended for the exigencies of the naval 
service. 

A French paper makes much of the 
idea that "the American army has ye t 
to be brought into existence." The 
editor, unfamiliar with the history of 
the American volunteer, should be re­
strained from shedding ink about this 
countr j . 

"Nowthatthe government has decided 
to abandon the Klondike relief expedi­
tion what is to be done with the 537 
reindeer, 418 sleds and the 133 Lapp, 
Finn and Norwegian immigrants?" 
asks an exchange. Well, the leindeer 
and sleds will come handy at Christmas, 
and the Lapps and Fins can settle down 
and go to work, or sail back, as the3r de­
sire. 

An ordinary western county seat con­
test is bad enough, but Oklahoma now 
proposes to convulse the civili/ed world 
with a mad scramble for the territorial 
capital, in which four cities stand readj' 
to shoot as they vote. Most of the 
rivers down there are naturally red, so 
that the presence of artificial carnage 
can only be detected by an abnormal 
blueness in the atmosphere and the 
clash of rival knives against opposing 
ribs. 

Seven years ago William Rodgers, a 
convict serving a 30-year sentence in 
the penitentiary at San Quentin, Cal., 
was told by Lieut. McLean, of the force 
of guards, to stop talking and attend 
to his work. The prisoner replied: "I'll 
not talk any more. He kept his word 
until the other day, when he was in­
formed that McLean had left the prisop. 
Then Rodgers broke his silence of seven 
years by remarking that his vcw was 
off and he now converses freely with his 
fellow cdnvicts. 

The work of the Christian Endeavor 
societies extends almost all over the 
world. According to official returns 
this sixteenth year of the organization 
has been one of the best on record. 
T h ^ m o v e m e n t includes besides the 
United States, the parent country, 
Great Britain, Germany, India, Burniah, 
Ceylon, South Africa, Scandinavia, 
Switzerland and several other Euro­
pean countries newly listed in the 
work. The world's international con-
%ention will be held at Paris in 1900. 

"Private" John Allen, of Mississippi, 
i s a total abstainer. He is now serviug 
his seventh term in the national house 
of representatives and he gives this 
characteristic reason why he never 
touches liquor: "Of course, if I drank 
any at all I should have to indulge 
while stumping my district. Now, 
you just think what would hap­
pen to me if, while on a stump­
ing tour, I should take a few 
drinks and then attempt^o say: 'Fellow 
citizens of Itawamba, or Oktibbha or 
Tishomingo county.' My finish can be 
easily imagined." 

The British government has awarded 
a contract to the Carnegie company 
for 5,000 tons of armor plate for its 
war vessels. This is a triumph for the 
United States. Orders for all sorts of 
iron and steel for private persons in 

w England have often been filled in this 
country, but this is the first t ime that 

l the British government has come here 
' for any of them. Exports of nearly 

all sorts of manufactures from the 
United States have been largely on the 
increase jtn the past year or two. Uncle 

' 6am is fitting up a great workshop for 
' the whole w^vld. 
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Uncle Sam Purchases Two Fine 
Cruisers Built for the Bra­

zilian Government. 

OLD GLORY TO FLY AT THE MASTHEAD. 

T w o New Military Departments Cre­
ated—The Pres ident Wi l l Do His 
Duty—Spain Wants to K n o w W h y 
W e Bay Warships—Court of In ­
quiry Leaves Havana. 

Washington, March 14.—The war de­
partment Saturday promulgated its 
order creating the departments of the 
gulf and of the lakes and abolishing 
the departments of the Missouri and 
of Texas. The department of the east 
will embrace the states on the Atlantic 
coast to and including North Carolina; 
the department of the lakes will include 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, with 
headquarters at Chicago, and the de­
partment of the gulf will comprise the 
states of South Carolina, Georgia, Flori­
da, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Texas, with headquarters at Atlanta. 
Maj. Gen. John R. Brooke will com­
mand the department of the lakes and 
Brig. Gen. William Graham the depart­
ment of the gulf. 

W i l l F l y Old G l o r y . 

Washington, March 15.—A week's ne­
gotiations closed yesterday by the pur­
chase by the navy department in Lon­
don of the two fine cruisers Amazonas 
and Admiral Abreuall, built at Elswick 
fortheBrazil iangovernment. TheUnit-
edStatesf lagwil lbehoistedover the new 
ships within a week, probably, and just 
as soon as the crew can be put aboard 
the Amazonas she will start for the 
United States. The other vessel will 
follow at the earliest possible moment. 
The price is something over $2,500,000 
for both ships. 

Prospect for Peace . 
Washington, March 15.—Feeling here 

is that the prospect for peace has ma-

report that the theory that the Maine 
was destroyed by an accidental explo­
sion is at all tenable the Spanish gov­
ernment will consider the decision final 
and will not consider any other theory. 

Hopes There Wil l Be No War. 
Princeton, N. J., March 16.—Former 

President Cleveland says all loyal cit­
izens should support the government in 
any exigency that may arise, but he is 
hopeful that there may be no war. 

Would Be a Genuine Triumph. 
London, March 16.—The Standard, re­

viewing editorially aspects of the Cu­
ban affair, says: It will be a genuine 
triumph of statesmanship if President 
McKinley, who has hitherto shown con­
spicuous caution and judgment, can 
succeed in avoiding war. 

Montgomery to Leave. 
Washington, March 17.—Orders have 

been issued for the return of the Mont­
gomery from Havana to Key West. 
This is taken as an indication that the 
board of inquiry has completed its 
work, and it is now thought that the 
report of- the Maine disaster will be 
in Washington very soon. At the navy 
department it was learned that the 
Montgomery was withdrawn because 
there was no further necessity for her 
presence in the Havana harbor. 

The F l ee t at K e y West . 
The fleet at Key West is the strong­

est assemblage of ships, for other than 
review purposes, since the war. It is 
as follows: 

Cruiser New York, battleship Massachu­
setts, battleship Indiana, battleship Iowa, 
battleship Texas, cruiser Detroit, gunboat 
Nashville, cruiser Marblehead, dispatch 
boat Fern, torpedo boats Dupont. Cushln°-
Porter. Winslow and Ericcson. To these 
will soon be added the five vessels now en 
route there In addition to these, the Mont­
gomery is at Havana, and is practically a 
part of the fleet; the gunboats Wilmington 
and Castine and cruiser Cincinnati are at 
Barbadoes, the Newport at Colon, with the 
Puritan, Newark, Amphitrite and other 
ships of the North Atlantic squadron at 
points along the coast further northward. 

ELEVEN LIVES LOST. 
Flumes Destroy the, Bowery Mission 

House in New York and In­
mates Are Cremated. 

New York, March 14.—Eleven men lost 
their lives in the fire which swept 
through the Bowery Mission house at 
105 Bowery early yesterday morning 

terially brightened, and that in the end 
Spain will yield to all the reasonable 
demands of the United States, both as 
regaids the Maine tragedy and Cuban 
reforms. 

A special cable dispatch from Madrid 
declares that the ministry is for peace 
and tranquility prevails. 

War Should Be Stopped at Once. 
Jackson, Miss., March 15.—Secretary 

of State Powerton has received a letter 
from United States Consul Barker at 
Sagua la Grande, Cuba, enumerating 
the needs of the starving Cubans in his 
district. In concluding his letter Con­
sul Baiker says: "In my humble judg­
ment substantial relief can come to this 
people onlj' through peace alone. Stop 
the war and stop it instantly, if not the 
Cuban race will soon be extinct." 

Wil l Do Mis Duty. 
Washington, Maich lb.—President 

McKinley told a senatorial caller he 
would "rather have his administration 
called a failure than to bring on an un­
holy war." .Nevertheless he is resolved 
to do his duty regardless of what the 
consequences may be. 

Spain Grows Curious. 
Washington, Maich 16.—Spain has 

again ventured on dangerous ground. 
Another step has been taken that may 
inciease the irritation in this country. 
The case in point is a question dnected 
to this government as to what construc­
tion is to be placed on its purchase of 
foreign war vessels. Rumors touching 
the question of the Sagasta ministry 
have been going the rounds here and 
it has proved impossible to get mi) of 
the cabinet officers to deny them. As­
sistant Secretary Day said he would 
speak if it were proper for him to do 
so, but under the ci icumstances he 
was unable to discuss the subject. 

As a general thing such a query is a 
prelude to more vigorous measures, but 
in this case it is believed in govern­
ment circles that it is merely another of 
Spain's bluffs, like the oue she made 
when she suggested Gen. Lee's recall 
from Cuba. 

$• Court Leaves Havana . 
Havana, March 16.—The Mangrove, 

with the court of inquiry on board, 
sailed Tuesday night for Key West. 
Capt. Sampson, president of the board, 
assured the correspondents that the de­
cision to leave Havana was not reached 
until Tuesday afternoon after a con­
sultation of the members. It was de­
cided that, while further test imony 
might be obtained here, this was not 
sufficiently likely to justify a longer 
stay. The court has no prophecy to 
make as to the further duration of i t s 
s i t t ings or as to when or where +he 
findings will be promulgated. 

Wi l l Force the Issue. 
Madrid, March 16.—Spain will stand 

by the report of its naval court of in­
quiry, regardless of any conclusion that 
may be reached by the American com­
mission. The Madrid press is practical­
ly unanimous in making this statement. 
It says that if the Spanish naval officers 

and left it a blackened shell. The mis­
sion was conducted by the Christian 
Herald. In the basement of the build­
ing there was a cheap restaurant, while 
the ground floor was used exclusively 
for mission purposes, Gospel services 
having been held there daily for seveial 
j ears. The four upper floors were fit­
ted up as a cheap lodging house with 
accommodations for 150 males, who 
paid 15, 20 or 25 cents each, according 
to the location of the rocms. 

SIR HENRY BESSEMER. 

Death of the Inventor of the Process 
for Making: the Steel Which 

Bears His Name. 

.L 

J% 

London, March 36.—Sir Henry Bes­
semer, the celebrated inventor of Bes­
semer steel, died Tuesday evening. 

fSir Henry Bessemer, whose name Is in­
separably connected with the development 
ot the steel industry, was born in Hertford­
shire, in 1813. His discovery of the means 
Of rapidly and cheaply converting pig iron 
into steel by blowirg a blast of air through 
the iron when in a state of fusion, was the 
result of costly and laborious expeitmenib 
which extended over a long period, and in 
which the end was attained only after 
many disheartening failures. The invention 
revolutionized the whole iron trade of the 
world in the short space of 30 years. 

Heavy Customs Rece ipts . 
Washington, March 17.—The receipts 

from customs Wednesday amounted to 
$1,319,737. This is the highest point by 
nearly 5365,000 that the customs has 
reached since the new tariff aet went 
into effect about e ight months ago. For 
some time the receipts from customs 
have been increasing with legularity, 
but only lately has the increase become 
noticeable from day to day. I t is be­
lieved that importation of sugar is be­
ginning to contribute materially to the 
receipts. 

Agred Stngre-Couch Dr iver Dead. 
St. Louis, March 14.—Capt. E. B. 

Evans, who was the oldest stage-coach 
driver in the west, was buried in East 
St. Louis Saturday. He had been known 
for years to hundreds of persons on 
both sides of the river. Until old age 
crept on him he was overseer of the na­
tional stock yards. He was 91 years 
old and leaves a widow and two sons. 

• » 
Lost w i t h nil on Board. 

Lowestoff, March 17.—The bark Brit­
ish Princess, from Leith for Liverpool, 
was towed in here Wednesday with her 
bow stove, having been in collision at 
three o'clock Wednesday morning off 
Gibbard l ightship with an unknown 
steamer. The steamer which collided 
wich Vhe British Princess sunk within 
three minutes with all on board. 

Victim of Apoplexy . 
-Utica, N. Y., March 16.—Lillian Ken­

nedy, the actress who was stricken with 
apoplexy during a performance of "The 
Charity Girl" at the Utica opera house 
Saturday evening, died Tuesday. In 
private life Miss Kennedy was Mrs. 
Charles Hassenford. 
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The Burning of a Business Building 
in Chicago Proves to B3 a 

Frightful Disaster. 

EXPLOSION OF CHEMICALS THE CAUSE. 

Three Persons Are K n o w n to Be 
Dead a n d Many Others Are Mlsg-
I n g - T h e List of Injured Reaches 
Thirty , and the Property Loss Is 
Over Half a Mill ion Dol lars . 

Chicago, March 17.—It required just 
20 minutes Wednesday for one of the 
most savage fires Chicago has seen 
since the famous cold-storage ware­
house fire on the world's fair grounds 
ill 1893 to take anywhere from five to 
fifteen lives, maim 30 people and re­
duce a six-story brick building to a pile 
of blazing timber, red-hot bricks and 
twisted iron. For a time the flames 
threatened to consume the entire block 
between Adams street and Jackson 
boulevard, comprising the houses of 
Lyon & Healy, the Butterick Publish­
ing company, the Singer Sewing Ma­
chine company, the Story Piano com­
pany and the Steger Piano company. 
The fire broke out in the building at 213-
215 Wabash avenue at 11 o'clock and 
within 15 minutes had gained such 
headway that the course of the flames 
could not be stayed, as far as that build­
ing was concerned. 

The Victims. 
The number of dead is still in doubt, 

and probably will not be definitely 
known until the debris of the building 
is sufficiently cooled to admit of search 
being made for the bodies of those who 
are undoubtedly in the ruins. This will 
be two days hence at least. Thfee men 
are known to be dead." They are: 

Edward Binz 292"> Prairie avenue; worked 
for Sweet, Wallach & Co 

Samuel A. Clark, was in the employ of 
the W. A Olmsted Scientific company 

Miles Smith. 1256 Wnghtwood avenue 
The missing are 17 in number, of 

whom nothing could be learned at a 
late hour, and most of whom are with­
out question buried in the wreck. 

The Burned Bui ld ing . 
The building was six stories high anc 

had a frontage of 58 feet on Wabash av 
enue, and extended back 160 feet to tin 
alley. The principal occupants of th< 
building were: Conover Piano com­
pany, Presbyterian Board Publication, 
Sweet, Wallach & Co., photographic 
supplies; Olmsted Scientific company, 
school apparatus; National Music com­
pany, Emerson Piano company, Chi­
cago Cottage Organ company, Alfred 
Beril, music publisher, and Alfred 
Peats, wall paper. The building had two 
elevator shafts, one in the front and 
one in the rear, and reaching from the 
third floor to the roof was a light shaft, 
which gave the flames a chance, and 
it was because of this shaft that the fire 
spread with such awful rapidity. 

Inmates in a Panic . 
It is estimated that 400 persons were 

at work in the building when the fire 
was discovered. The origin of the fire 
is in dispute. By some it is said to have 
been caused by an explosion of collodion 
in the wall paper warerooms «>i Alfred 
Peats, on the thiid floor, and by others 
to have been the result of ar- explosion 
among some photographic chemicals 
in the photographic supply house of 
Sweet, Wallach & Co., on the sixth floor. 
The sound of the explosion threw the 
inmates of the building into a panic, 
and on the several floors a wild stam­
pede began for the stairwavs and ele­
vators. To add to the panic, the men 
in charge of the elev ators ran their cars 
up to the top of the building, shouting 
"Fire!" on every floor. The elevator 
men, however, were cool-headed, and 
both made several trips, carrying a 
number of frightened occupants to 
safety. 

Escape Cat Off. 
Ten minutes after the explosion all 

escape for the inmates by stairs and 
elevators was cut off. There remained 
only the windows and a single fire es­
cape, a narrow iron thing not over 18 
inches from side to side. This was 
speedily covered with a string of peo­
ple, some on one side, some on the other. 
Many of those who could not reach the 
fire escape made their way to the front 
windows and it was out of these that 
Clark, Smith and Binz hulled them­
selves to death. 

Leaped from the Windows . 
Clark was a bookkeeper for the Olm­

sted company on the top floor. Ue 
might have escaped had he not re­
mained to put the books in the vault. 

Miles Smith, salesman for th^ Olm­
sted Scientific company, hesitated some 
time before taking the leap, but. like 
Clark, understood it was his only hope. 
He was instantly killed, his body being 
horribly mangled. 

Edward Binz, cashier of Sweet, Wal­
lach & Co., also fell a victim to his de 
Eire to save others and protect his books 
from harm. As the stairways were in 
flames there was nothing left but a win­
dow and to this he went. A big crowd 
on the street watched him in silent hor­
ror as he stood deliberating. The build­
ing was a roaring mass of flames, and 
Binz' face and hands were badly burned 
before he jumped. He pondered the 
matter but a few seconds, then his 
form shot downward through a cloud of 
flame and smoke and in the drawing of 
a breath he fell as lifeless as the stones 
over which his blood and brains were 
spattered. 

The Losses . 
The losses by the fire amounted to 

$820,000, according to the statements of 
those interested last night. The total 
insurance on the three buildings, 213 
to 223 Wabash avenue amounted to 
$408,950. 

MIKOR NEWS ITEMS. 

Str ikers Give Up. 
Taunton, Mass., March 15.—The 1,100 

operatives of the Whit tendon cotton 
mills returned to work Monday after a 
strike lasting five weeks. Ten of the 
loom fixers who organized the strike 
will not be given employment." 

F o r t h e W e e k E n d i n g March 17. 
Five persons committed suicide in St. 

Louis on the same day. 
George H. Leonard, city marshal of 

Cameron, Mo., was murdered by a ne­
gro burglar. 

In convention at Providence, R. I., the 
republicans renominated Elisha Dyer 
for governor. 

The Benson savings bank in Water-
ford, Pa., closed its doors with liabili­
ties of $40,000. 

The populist state convention at At­
lanta, Ga., nominated Thomas E. Wat­
son for governor. > 

A pool that will control the Bessemer 
iron market of the United States was 
formed in Cleveland, O. 

The Kansas Methodist conference in 
Lawrence declared for lay representa­
tion by a \ ote of 89 to 23. 

The inheritance tax law in Missouri 
has been declared unconstitutional by 
the state supreme court. 

The chief of Merere, with 80.000 fol­
lowers, has rebelled against German 
rule in Uheheland, Africa. 

The heaviest frost of the season oc­
curred in southern California, doing 
serious damage to the fruit crop. 

Col. Parker, who recently visited 
Cuba with Senator Proctor, declares the 
insurgents a ie in control of the island. 

Albert Lathwell, a barber 30 years 
old, shot his wife, another woman, Alice 
Toomey, and himself in Niagara Falls, 
N. Y. 

The Rhode Island democratic state 
convention at Providence nominated 
Daniel Church, of Tiverton, for gov­
ernor. 

The Victor woolen mills m Cohoes, 
N. Y., employing over 1,C00 operators, 
were destroyed by fire, the loss being 
$400,000. 

The Spanish fishing smack Carmen 
was seized at Punta Gorda, Fla., by 
United States officials for violation of 
the navigation laws. 

The Grand and Thames rivers in 
western Ontario overflowed, causing 
great damage in London, Gait, Brant-
ford and other towns. 

The tramway over Chilkat pass, 
Alaska, is completed, and freight is be­
ing transferred from Taiya to the sum­
mit for seven cents a pound. 

The marquis of Salisbury, prime min­
ister of England, has been compelled 
to relinquish the burden of his public 
duties on account of ill health. 

William J. Koerner, a newspaper 
artist, was sentenced in Xew York to 
imprisonment for life for the murder 
of Hose Iledgate, his sweetheart. 

In the South Pacific island of Suva 
three volcanoes, extinct for centuries, 
have broken forth, completely obliter­
at ing farms and kill ing all human and 
animal life thereon. 

The Tennessee supreme court has de­
cided that the state law requiring u i l -
road companies to provide separate 
coaches for white and colored passen­
gers is constitutional. 

All classes of Mexican citizens sym­
pathize with the United States in its 
controversy with Spain and the alleged 
blowing up of the Maine, which is 
called a characteristic Spanish trick. 

MANY PATENTS ISSUED. 

The Annual Report of the Commits-
s ioncr Shows a Great Increase 

in Invent ions . 

Washington, March 15.—The report 
of the commissioner of patents for the 
calendar year 1897 was laid before con­
gress Monday. It is dated January 31 
and was prepared by Assistant Com­
missioner A. P. Greely, who was acting 
commissioner for several months pre­
ceding the death of the late Commis­
sioner Butterworth. An abstract of 
the report follows: 

In 1897 there were received 45,661 appli­
cations for patents, and. In addition, a 
large number of applications for designs, 
trade maiks, etc. Patents granted amount­
ed in number to 23,729, including designs; 
65 patents were reissued, 1,661 trade marks 
registered and 14 labels and 16 prints. The 
number of patents that expired was 12,926 
The total expenditures were $1,122,843, the 
receipts over expenditures, $252,798 The 
total balance to the credit of the patent of­
fice in the treasury of the United States 
Janifary 1. 1S9S, was $4,971,438 

MURDER AND SUICIDE. 

For Some Unknown Reason a Vonng 
Man Ki l l s a Married Woman 

and Himself. 

Manchester, O., March 14.—At Kobb-
tewn, Ivy., a name given to a small 
group of houses at the railway station 
across the Ohio river opposite this place, 
Thomas Kobb, 19 years old, went to the 
home of Mrs. Rosa Head Saturday and 
called her to the door on the pretext 
that he had a letter for her. She came 
with her babe in her arms. Kobb fired 
three shots in rapid succession into her 
body, then shot and killed himself. 
Mrs. Read fell forward dead upon her 
babe. The case is inexplicable. 

Interstate Basebal l League. 
Springfield, O., March 16.—The Inter­

state Baseball league met here Tuesday 
and each club placed $550 in President 
Powers' hands as its forfeit. The league 
was divided into the western and east­
ern divisions. Grand Rapids, Fort 
Wayne, Toledo and Mansfield consti­
tute the western division, Dayton, New­
castle, Youngstown and Springfield the 
eastern division. The schedule was 
adopted for the season to open in the 
eastern division towns. 

Dropped Dead. 
Cedar Rapids, la., March 16.—Maj. C. 

L. Davidson, chairman of the board of 
railroad commissioners of Iowa, was 
stricken with apoplexy Tuesday after­
noon at three o'clock at his home at 
Hull while preparing to go to Des 
Moines to attend the reception of Gov. 
Shaw and dropped dead. 

Cannot J o i n Her Husband. 
Paris, March 17. — The minister for 

the colonies, M. Lebon, has refused the 
petition ofMme. Dreyfus, wife of the 
form|r € | n t . Dreyfus,i*tq#«are'the lat-
ter'&imprfsonment on Devil's island. 

A Daily Summary of the Work Be­
ing Done by Our Law-Mak­

ers in Washington. 

ALL IMPORTANT PROCEEDINGS GIVEN. 

In the Senate Bi l l s and Resolut ions' 
Are Discussed and Passed—In the 
House a Variety of Measures Are 
Under Consideration—Busy Days 
at the Capital . 

Washington, March 10. — By a unani­
mous vote the senate yesterday passed 
the $50,000,000 defense bill without de­
bate, it was sent to the president and 
h c immediately signed it and it is now a 
law. Hawaiian annexation was consid­
ered in executive session. 

Washington, March 11.—A bill to re­
vive the grade of lieutenant general in 
the army was reported favorably in. 
the senate yesterday from the commit­
tee on military affairs. The nomina­
tion of William J. Calhoun, of Illinois, 
to be interstate commerce commission­
er was confirmed. Adjourned to the 
14th. 

Washington, March 15. — Senator 
Hoar introduced a bill in the senate 
yesterday prohibiting the importation 
into the United States of birds or their 
feathers for ornamental purposes, and 
imposing a fine of $50 for each offense. 
A bill was passed authorizing the con­
struction of eight new revenue cutters 
not exceeding in aggregate cost the 
sum of $2,025,000. A resolution author­
izing the committee on nava' affairs to 
send for persons and papers in the 
course of the investigation of the Maine 
disaster was adopted. 

Washington, March 16.—The time in 
the senate yesterday was passed con­
sidering the measure providing for a 
national system of quarantine. The 
committee on naval affairs had under 
consideration the resolution instruct­
ing it to make an investigation of the 
Maine disaster and decided to postpone 
action for the present. 

Washington, March 17.—A joint reso­
lution in favor of the annexation of 
Hawaii was reported to the senate yes ­
terday. T. V. Powderly was confirmed 
as commissioner of immigration. The 
following is the text of the joint reso­
lution for the annexation of Hawaii: • 

"Section 1 The government of the repub­
lic of Hawaii, having in due form signified 
its consent in the manner provided by its 
constitution to cede absolutely and with­
out reserve to the United States of Amer­
ica all rights of sovereignty of whatsoever 
kind in and to the Hawaiian islands and 
their dependencies, and also to cede and 
transfer to the United States the absolute 
fee and ownership all public, government 
and crown lands, public buildings or edi­
fices, forts, harbors, military equipment, 
and all other public property of whatever 
kind and description belonging to the gov­
ernment of the Hawaiian islands, together 
with every right and appurtenance there­
unto appertaining, therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That said cession is accepted* 
ratified and confirmed, and that the said 
Hawaiian islands and their dependencies-
be and they are hereby annexed as a part 
of the terutory of the United States, 
and are subject to the sovereign do­
minion thereof, and that all and singular, 
the property and rights hereinbefore men­
tioned, are vested in the United States of 
America " 

I loase . 
Washington, March 10.—A bill was 

introduced in the house jesterday ap­
propriating $100,000 tor the return of 
the bodies of the Maine victims to the 
United States and their burial at pub-
he expense at such places as the rela­
tives of the deceased might designate. 
The committee on rivers and harbors 
voted not to report a river and harbor 
appropriation bill at this session. 

Washington, March 11.—In the house 
yesterday the time was spent on the 
Indian appropriation bill. The senate 
amendments were nonconcurred in and 
the bill sent to conference. 

Washington, March 12.—The bill t o 
pay the Bowman act claims, aggrega­
t ing $1,200,000, for stores and supplies 
furnished the union army during the 
war, was discussed in the house yester­
day. The bill for the cession of all arid 
lands to the states in which they are 
located was reported favorably, as w a s 
also a joint resolution amending the 
constitution providing for the election 
of members of the house of representa­
tives for terms of four years. Ad­
journed to Monday. 

Washington, March 15.—The time in 
the house yesterday was devoted to Dis­
trict of Columbia business. Mr. Hen­
derson, of Iowa, introduced a bill t o 
prevent the use of the United States 
flag as a business advertisement or the 
use of any government publications as 
advertising mediums. 

Washington, March 16.—In the house 
yesterday it was agreed to consider the 
bill for the relief of the legal heirs of 
the victims and survivors of the Maine 
disaster as soon as the post office ap­
propriation bill is out of the way, dis­
cussion of which occupied the entire 
session. 

Washington, March IT.—Mr. McCleary 
presented a protest in the house yes ­
terday from the people of Minnesota 
against unrestricted immigration. T h e 
Cuban question and Hawaiian annexa­
tion were discussed, and during t h e 
debate Mr. Grosvenor (O.) took occa­
sion to deny emphatically the stories 
afloat to the effect that the president 
desired an early adjournment of con­
gress m order that he might effect a 
sett lement of the Cuban question w i t h ­
out congressional interference. 

BOKUS Si lver Do l lars . 
Denver, Col., March 14.—Counterfeit 

silver dollars, dated 1888, and having a 
small "O" under the eagle, have been 
discovered at the mint in this city and 
i t is estimated that there are fully $5 -
000,000 worth of these spurious coins in 
circulation in the country. 

March Storms. 
Chicago, March 12.—Dispatches from 

various points in Michigan and Wiscon­
sin tell of heavy falls of«rain and snow. 
In some localities rivers have overflown 
their b a n k * * «** „ f 
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