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' D R . C. JOHNSON, 
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON. 

"; Obstetrics and internal diseases a spe­
cialty. Calls answered promptly day or 
night. When calling1 by telegraph or tole-

* uhone, give full name, town and section, (or 
' if in village, give street) and always say 

What sickness you think it is. Then you 
get prompt and efficient service. 

Office in Tribune Building. Residence on 
Second Street. Telephone No. 33. 
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W I L L M A R , M I N N E S O T A . 

P . A. ILSTRUP, M. D. C , 
VETERINARY SURGEON, 

Office at Freese & Freese's livery stable 
Calls night or day promptly attended to. 

W I L L M A R , M I N N E S O T A . 

A. F. MANTOR, 

DENTIST 
W I L L M A R . M I N N . 

A T T O R N E Y S . 

OLNEY & FRYE, 
Attorneys at Law, 

Office in Ackcrman & Holt Building. 

WILLMAR, MINNESOTA. 

Samuel Olson. Charles Johnson 

OLSON & JOHNSON, 

ATTORNEYS -HT liflW. 
Office in I. C. Olson Block, 

WILLMAR. - - - MINN. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

M A R L O W HOUSE. 
—(Norsk Hotel)— 

O. II. T H O M P S O N , P R O P R I E T O R . 

Good Accomodations 

W I L L MAR, - MINN. 

I. C. OLSON, 
Funeral Director 

and Undertaker, 
Prompt. Attention to Calls. Competent 

Knbalmer 
WILLMAR. MINN. 

Your 
Duty 

If medicine is to cure a dis­
ease, it must be good medicine— 
the best on'y is good enough, 
four duty to yourself and to 
your doctor is, to go to the very 
best druggist you can find, with­
out letting dollars and distance 
stand in your way. In doing 
your duty we have every reason 
to think that you will come here 
with your prescriptions. 

ELFSTRUM & CO. 
Telephone 6 1 . Call 2. 
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Open . . 
All Night 

I s p r a c t i c a l l y , b u t n o t l i t e ra l ly , 
t he c a s e a t o u r s to re . OUK 
N I G H T B E L L will a l w a y s sum­
m o n p r o m p t a n d wi l l ing serv ice 
when t h e r e is s e r i ous i l lness 
a n d necess i ty for p r o m p t relief. 

NO EXTRA CHARGE 
FOR NIGHT CALLS. 

I simply ask for that kindly 
feeling on your part that gives 
me your DAY patronage. 

A. E. Mossberg, 
• & 

v%P Take Rocky Mountain Tea. See it 
f\ exterminate poison. Peel it revitalize 

your blood and nerves and bring back 
| . tha^ happy, joyous feeling qf,boyhood 
ft dtfys. A. E. MossWf̂ i drutfgisl 
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WILLMAR TRIBUNE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 

W I L L M A R , M I N N E S O T A , 

BY THE 

T R I B U N E P R I N T I N G CO.: 
VICTOR S. LAWSON. EDITOR AND MANAGER. 

CONTRIBUTIONS of news items or short, 
pithy articles on questions of general inter­
est are thankfully received, when the name 
o. the writer is made known to the editors. 

Kcffular news correspondents wanted la 
every locality not already represented. 
Write for terms and instructions. 

ADVERTISEMENTS.—Display ad's lnser. 
ted for 15 cents per inch per week. Liberal 
discounts when taken in large quantities or 
when leftstanding. Local reading1 notices 
will be inserted for 5 cents per line each 
week. Write for terms for the publication 
o* lepai notices. 

SUBSCRIPTION price, if paid before end 
of first year. $1.00 a year: i f delinquent long­
er, $1.25 a year will be charged. 

The W I U M A B TRIBUNE has a larger sen. 
eral circulation In Kandiyohi county than 
any other newspaper. Our subscription 
books are open for inspection to advertisers. 

O F F I C E IN T R I B U N E B U I L D I N G . 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21, 1898. 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

To eacli and every one of its numer­
ous r egu l a r r e a d e r s , as well a s t h o s e 
who today receive a compl imen ta ry 
copy, the T R I B U N E hereby extends 
its hear t i es t wishes for the mer r i es t 
and happ ies t kind ot a mer ry Chr is t ­
mas and happy New Y e a r . I n o rde r 
to ass i s t you to a p l e a s a n t t ime the 
T R I B U N E has gone to lots of e x t r a 
work and expense and got ten up this 
Chr i s tmas edi t ion filled with a var ie ty 
of good th ings for y o u r benefit and 
en te r ta inment d u r i n g the h o l i d a y s . 
W e hope ou r efforts in g iv ing you 
something specia l for th i s occas ion 
will be apprec ia ted , a n d t h a t the cor­
d ia l feeling here tofore ex i s t ing be­
tween the T R I B U N E and its r eade r s will 
he s t rengthened. D u r i n g the near ly 
four y e a r s of its exis tence the T R I ­
B U N E h a s weathered m a n y a s to rm, 
and h a s passed t h r o u g h m a n y a 
squa l l , bu t has a lways l anded on t o p 
of he heap , is on t o p t o d a y , a n d with 
y o u r ass i s t ance it will r ema in there 
and cont inue ' o do yeoman service for 
the cause it represents . I t h a s a lways 
tr ied to serve the publ ic faithfully to 
the best of its abi l i ty and endeavor , 
and will con t inue t o do so in the future. 
Quest ions of publ ic impor t will a lways 
find a wi l l ing e a r in the T R I B U N E . I t 
is forging ahead , slowly bu t sure ly , 
( t o d a y g o i n g to 2500 homes) t owards 
its goa l , bu t it needs y o u r ass i s t ance , 
friend r e a d e r s , and we hope o u r efforts 
will be apprec ia ted in a s u b s t a n t i a l 
m a n n e r by means of pa id - in -advance 
subscr ip t ions , so t h a t the TRIBUNE 
force a l so can spend a mer ry Chris t ­
m a s . T o those of the bus iness men 
who so l ibera l ly helped us to meet the 
e x t r a financial ou t lay of th is ed i t ion 
by t a k i n g a d v e r t i s i n g space we extend 
ou r hea r ty t h a n k s , a n d in conclus ion 
to ou r r eade r s we would s a y , read 
what they h a v e to s a y , and we h a v e 
no doub t bu t t h a t i t will r esu l t in y o u r 
own benefit as well as t h a t of the ad­
vert iser . A mer ry C h r i s t m a s to al l of 
you. 

T h e reformers of Minneso ta who go 
back a genera t ion , l ea rned the i r first 
lessons from C. K. Dav i s , and they can 
tell the new genera t ion if it need to 
know, why they c a n n o t respect him 
now pol i t i ca l ly . W h e n they contem­
p la te what he s t a n d s for now, as cor­
po ra t i on defender, and exponen t of 
the p a r t y of the t rus t s and combines , 
and what he s tood for in h i s youthful 
v i g o r when he spoke for the people, 
and , as al l believe, from the hea r t , 
they a r e in no mood to h a v e the i r re­
presen ta t ives led away by si l ly senti-
menta l i sm. They bel ieve t h a t in 1871-
2-3 " C u s h " D a v i s was sincere. Then 
he ta lked " M o d e r n F e u d a l i s m , " as he 
contempla ted the g r a s p i n g power of 
the c o r p o r a t i o n s and the d a n g e r s con­
f ront ing the p l a in common people. 
He was the first p r eache r of mun ic ipa l 
ownersh ip . H e ac tua l ly p roposed t h a t 
the government seize t r u n k l ines and 
permi t the owners of t r a i n s and o the rs 
to c a r r y the i r p roduce on them without 
cost, same «s any free r o a d . A dozen 
y e a r s l a te r he h a d no t changed , bu t in 
a matchless o r a t i o n in th i s s ta te , on 
the ded ica t ion of a g r e a t expos i t ion , 
as he h a d done the same y e a r (1886) 
a t Ann A r b o r , he pleaded for the peo­
ple a n d with such fervor t h a t the seeds 
s p r a n g up and grew intjo the F a r m e r ' s 
Al l iance , which m a d e a n a lmos t suc­
cessful a t t empt t o redeem the s t a t e 
from the ev i l s C. K. D a v i s denounced . 

F o r a t ime th is man , whose ab i l i ty 
is acknowledged a n d m a s t e r y of lan­
g u a g e g rea t , was in re t i rement . H e 
was deve loping a p ro fe s s iona l bus i ­
ness of v a l u e t o the c s r p o r a t i o p s he 
h a d denounced. H e reached the Uni ted 
S t a t e s senate . B u t when next he 
p leads a publ ic u t i l i ty i t is a s a cor ­
p o r a t i o n a t to rney in a ba t t le a g a i n s t 
the s ta te itself. 

If it were t he C. K. D a v i s of 1870 t o 
'86, the people would know no p a r t y 
in h i s h o n o r ; one of the p re sen t s o r t -
no , t h a n k y o u . T h e reform forces in 
th is s t a t e h a v e men of s t aunche r stuff, 
a n d they will p lace one such in the i r 
l e ade r sh ip , even t h o u g h the h o n o r 
p r o v e empty.-*-K. P . B . 

T h e o the r d a y we spoke with hal f a 
dozen men in. Swift county who h a d 
Just re turned-f rom the . wood*, • where 
they had been seeking e'rhpfdyWedV 

They vis i ted five different p laces b u t 
could find no work except a t Mi laca , 
where they were offered 75 cents pe r 
day a,nd b o a r d themselves for p i l ing 
s l a b s . Magnificent p r o s p e r i t y ! W h e r e 
a r e the h i g h wages t h a t the $2 tariff 
was go ing to make? 

W h a t a deceptive world th is is. 
W e see columns in the repub l i can 
newspapers te l l ing how plentiful 
money is , a b o u t the b a l a n c e of t r a d e 
be ing in o u r favor, a b o u t the n a t i o n a l 
t r e a s u r y be ing over-s tocked, e t c 
R i g h t here in Owatonna we see wheat 
se l l ing a t 54 cents a bushe l , and hogs 
b r i ng ing $2 a hundred weight—as low 
as the m a r k e t ever was in the wors t 
t imes. Sure ly the-republ ican blowers 
and s t ickers a r e t r y i n g to deceive the 
people .—Peoples P r e s s , Owa tonna . 

W e should h a r d l y wan t t o m a k e so-
ser ious an accusa t ion as t h a t they 
want to deceive the people , bu t r a t h e r 
be more c h a r i t a b l e and a t t r i bu te it to 
dense i gno rance and l e tha rgy on pol i t ­
ical ma t t e r s . The re will be an awak­
en ing some day when the c r ibs a r e 
empty . 

A mat te r of p a r t y pol icy, t h o u g h 
semi -na t iona l , is the quest ion of United 
S ta tes Senator—G. K. D a v i s . I t h a s 
cer ta in ly been a m u s i n g to see the re­
publ ican press a n d spe l lb inders 
m a r c h i n g democra t s , popu l i s t s and 
si lver men genera l ly in the process ion 
for D a v i s , a t the coming s e n a t o r i a l 
e lec t ion! W h y ? Simply because , in 
the d i s cha rge of duty, he h a s been 
nea r the admin i s t r a t i on in the prose­
cut ion of the S p a n i s h war , and h a s 
been a t P a r i s on an ass ignment in 
c los ing t h a t war ; to which may be add­
ed t h a t Mrs . D a v i s h a s h a d a n inter­
view with an ex-empress in which she 
kissed the e x - m o n a r c h ' s h a n d ! And 
the reform forces of Minneso ta a r e 
asked to " m a k e it u n a n i m o u s , " re ­
ga rd l e s s of what is1 mean t thereby; 
whether the duty just d i scha rged by 
Mr. D a v i s will s t and the l igh t of h i s ­
tory o r the t r ea ty he h a s m a d e even 
get t h r o u g h the sena te . Oppos i t ion to 
it is declared by some of the most d is­
t inguished men of his own pa r ty .— R . 
P . B . 

Christmastide. 

[ C O M P I L E D BY H. S. H I L L E B O E . ] 
The merry Chr i s tmas t ime h a s come 

a g a i n . N o other fest ival h a s as so ­
ciated with it for us so m a n y p l e a s a n t 
cus toms, so m a n y cu r ious legends, so 
much of reveren t i a l joy and i t may be 
in teres t ing to note some cus toms t h a t 
be long to the ce lebra t ion of Chr i s tmas 
in o ther l ands and in o ther times as 
well a s o u r own. 

I n the middle ages Chr i s tmas festi­
va l s were s u r v i v a l s of the R o m a n 
S a t u r n a l i a , a per iod of 12 d a y s , dur ­
ing which the g rea tes t l icense was per­
mitted. I t was the very in tent of th is 
P a g a n festival to tu rn th ings ups ide 
down. The s laves feasted and thei r 
mas t e r s waited upon them. I t was a 
season of the wildest reve l ry , of un­
th ink ing mir th , when the b o u d s m a n 
forgot h i s c la ims , a n d the deb to r the 
inexo rab l e ob l i ga t i ons t h a t were draw­
ing him to the dungeon of h is c redi tor . 
These follies fit only for a land peo­
pled by t y r a n t s and s laves , h a d been 
s l ight ly va rn i shed over with Chr i s t i an 
forms, but g r a d u a l l y these feasts be­
g a n to resemble the old S a t u r n a l i a n 
banque t s and were d ropped in Eng­
land , F r a n c e and Germany . In Eng­
l and they were changed to l augh te r 
p r o v o k i n g comedies and g a m b o l s of a 
decent cha rac t e r . A L o r d of Mis ru le 
was appoin ted and Societies of Un­
reason represented the comedies . 
These societies became the r a g e in 
m a n y count r ies , and were dear ly wel­
comed everywhere , because t h r o u g h 
the pa rody with which they com­
menced, there pierced a sp i r i t of sa ­
t i re of abuse , t rea ted iu the thea t r i ca l 
s tyle and comic vein. Sa t i r i c a l d r a ­
m a s were enacted, in which po l i t i ca l 
ma t t e r s of the g raves t ua tu r e were 
freely discussed and the h ighes t per­
sonages were hand led wi thout g loves . 

'•England was Merry England* when 
Old Christmas brought his sports again: 
'Twas Christmas broached the mightiest ale, 
'Twas Christmas told the merriest tale. 
A Christmas gambol oft would cheer 
A poor man's heart through half the year." 
B a n d 3 of s inge r s used t o r o a m 

t h r o u g h the s t reets s ing ing Chr i s tmas 
ca ro l s , and these were cal led " w a i t s " 
but the prac t ice h a s d ropped off unt i l 
those who s ing a r e bawl ing nuisances 
and the i r c a r o l s were doggere l . 
Chr i s tmas is no t now the mer ry "festi­
va l it used to be when c a r o l s were 
sung . The s ingers were th ree men 
s inge r s ; t h a t is tenor.-*, ba r i t ones and 
bassos and thei r c a r o l s were admi r ­
able compos i t i ons . They were for the 
most p a r t of W e l s h o r iy in . Much of 
the jo l l i ty t h a t l ingers in the memory 
of_ m a n in E n g l a n d comes from the 
I r i s h and W e l s h elements in the pop­
u la t ion . 

A m o n g the G e r m a n s the ce lebra t ion 
is confined a lmos t ent i re ly t o Chr is t ­
m a s eve. Spec ia l pa ins a r e taken t o 
m a k e it a ch i ld rens feast. Each fami­
ly h a s a Chr i s tmas t ree which is m a d e 
a s p ic tu resque as can be by m e a n s of 
l i t t le candles , whose i l l umina t ing 
power is mult ipl ied indefinitely by lit­
t le t r i a n g u l a r m i r r o r s . The d a s h i n g 
r a y s from these h idden away in the 
d a r k green needlel ike fol iage of the 
fir t ree a r e repeated by g la s s ba l l s of 
meta l l ic luster . Hidden away in the 
recesses of b ranches a r e v a r i o u s l i t t le 
p a c k a g e s which con ta in presen ts for 
members of the family. B u t a s the 
presen ts t h a t ch i ldren mos t des i re a n d 
usua l ly receive a r e of a bu lky n a t u r e 
they c a n n o t be t ied to the tree, a n d 
h a v e to be placed somewhat igno-
min ious ly upon ad jo in ing t ab les , 
m a r k e d by' mos t a n r o m a n t i c l abe l s . 
I t i s u s u a l for the G e r m a n fa ther to 
say a few words t o the ch i ld ren a b o u t 
the i r conduc t before they a r e admi t t ed 
t o t he r o o m with the C h r i s t m a s tree. 
After the p resen t s h a v e been d i s t r i ­
buted the l i t t le ones go t o bed and the 
family set down in the bes t r o o m t o 
receive ca l l e r s , who a r e t rea ted with 
punch, coffee, cakes a n d o the r p ro ­
ducts of t he househo ld p a s t r y a r t . 
A l l t hose w h o h a v e n o t rees of the i r 
own m a k e a po in t of v i s i t i ng those 

"" &&8?£ft Xhohaveiand" of geeit 
.11 tiitfce (fed m fit 

to the inmatesj no mat te r how humble 
may be t h e i r condi t ion a r e welcome. I 
The young dance while the elder play i 
c a r d s . A t midn igh t when the bells be- 1 
gin t o r i ng , all assemble a round the 
punch t ab le and dr ink together , clink- ' 
ing thei r g lasses in a friendly way. | 
After t h a t there is more danc ing and 
they close the nights proceedings when 
they feel t i red. On Chr i s tmas day 
there is no ce lebra t ion of any sor t . 
Chr i s tmas in the land of the midnigh t 
sun h a s re ta ined, t o an extent u n p a r a l ­
leled in o ther l ands , the pr imi t ive no­
t ion of the r ich feasting the p o o r and 
p r o v i d i n g gambo l s for them. On the 
24th of December every woman rich o r 
poor , on t h a t day and "the next ha s her 
t ab le cons tan t ly sp read with lut-fish, 
with r o a s t vea l , with cakes of many 
k inds , with t a r t s , with heaps of ap ­
ples . The housewives who from the 
pressu re of pover ty o r misfortune, 
find themselves unab le to p r e p a r e their 
tab les do no t hes i ta te to lay their case 
secretly before a wealthy neighbor , 
who takes c a r e t h a t the suppl ican t 
sha l l be amply rel ieved. But the most 
s i n g u l a r custom of the Chr i s tmas t ide 
is the beneficence shown to the ani ­
m a l s . A l l the oxen, ho r ses , cows, 
sheep a r e fed plentifully upon their 
favori te food; n o r a r e the fowls of the 
farm y a r d forgotten, and in front of 
the b a r n y a r d the farmer ra i ses a ta l l 
fir, which he crowns with a sheaf of 
oa t s for the benefit ot the wild l i t t le 
b i rd s . The day after Chr i s tmas day 
the v i s i t ing each o the r ' s houses in 
t u r n begins , to h a v e feasting, spo r t i ng 
and danc ing . T h e g rea t dance is the 
Hai l ing , which is supposed to be the 
P a g a n dance of the old Berse rkers . 
No th ing can equa l the e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
wildness of the music given by the vio­
lin on these occas ions . The dance is 
given by one o r two men and begins 
in a c rouch ing pos i t ion , with a series 
of l i t t le hops , accompanied by lazy 
swaying movements of the a rms . Sud­
denly the dancer flings himself into 
the a i r as if abou t to fly: he throws 
himself forward, backward , s ideways 
with the most violent sp r ings , and 
seems'ever on the verge of fal l ing. 
Then the music s inks into sad , sob­
b ing wai l ing notes and the dancer 
d r o p s in to the c rouch ing a t t i tude 
a g a i n . 

In R u s s i a they a re 11 d a y s behind 
our c a l enda r so t h a t Chr i s tmas there 
does not come t i l l J a n u a r y 5th. The 
Chr i s tmas festivities a r e a maiden 
festival designed especia l ly for the 
unmar r ied y o u n g ladies of R u s s i a and 
for nobody else. Before the house is 
chosen which is to be the scene of the 
festivity it is first a r r anged who a re to 
be the hero ines . T h a t being settled 
by dexterous m a m m a s and voluble 
maiden aun ts , the next th ing to deter­
mine is the names of the y o u n g men 
who a re to be elected. W h e n the 
young men h a v e been chosen, then the 
as tu te and ma tch -mak ing mothers set­
tle the p a i r s — " w h o is to be elected 
with w h o m ? " T o n g u e c a n n o t tel l the 
scheming and con t r iv ing tha t goes on 
among them. The re a r e r e g u l a r cau­
cuses which discuss no th ing else, and 
the resul t is a ser ies of compromises . 
When these i m p o r t a n t bases a r e es tab­
lished the house is chosen a n d the 
business commences with the issue of 
inv i t a t ions . T h e fair ma idens a r r i v e 
a t the head of long t r a i n s of se rvan t s , 
f r iends , . re la t ives : for the longe r the 
train" of s le ighs the g r e a t e r the g lory 
of the inyi ter . The mis t ress of the 
house produces the much though t of 
l ist , and, after r e a d i n g ou t the name 
of a fair maiden , r e a d s the name of 
the young man who is t o be her ga l ­
l a n t and p a r t n e r in the dance . The 
m a i d s and the i r elect a r e the sole act­
o r s in the dances and games t h a t fol­
lows t i l l refreshments a r e served, after 
which there a r e masked dances by the 
p e a s a n t s who come in as b e a r s , goa t s , 
clowns, bl ind begga r s , old lame women 
and o ther fantas t ic shapes . They a l ­
so recite fables and fairy s tor ies into 
which they in t roduce s a t i r i c a l al lu­
s ions to pe r sons present , and make 
fearfnl jokes a b o u t the p re l imina ry 
caucus ing . A l l is considered fa i r p r o ­
vided no names a r e ment ioned and no 
imprope r l a n g u a g e is used. The 
masks a r e invited to refresh them­
selves, which they do v igorous ly , and 
then the company look on while the 
fair m a i d s and thei r elect p lay a R u s ­
s i an vers ion of " H e a v y , heavy h a n g s 
over y o u r h e a d . " 

In the United S ta tes may be found 
some rel ics and modif icat ions of the 
Chr i s tmas cus toms of a l l o ther l ands , 
and even reminders of the old S a t u r ­
n a l i a n o rg i e s : bu t the main features of 
an Amer ican Chr i s tmas is the promi­
nence of the myth of S a n t a C l a u s . 
The re is for the l i t t le ones a th r i l l of 
the sp i r i t when the i r own s tockings 
t h a t they took off the i r own fat little 
legs a r e found filled with g lo r ious 
th ings , and with ar t ic les t o o bulky for 
admiss ion fastened to them. B u t it 
is s t r a n g e t h a t when the shadow of 
P u r i t a n i s m made the Engl ish world 
g r a y , t h a t such a h o a x as the S a n t a 
C laus legend should become so p romi ­
nent , i t does no t even in symbol ica l 
form sugges t the Chr i s t child and is a 
revers ion to the myth ica l concept ions 
of pr imi t ive child races . The legend 
is hurtful and crowds out the Chr i s t ­
m a s feeling which made a l l mank ind 
of one family on the n ight when C h r i s t 
was b o r n . 

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 
Why We Observe the Merriest 

Day of the Year. 

The Pipe Organ. 
Editor Tribune:—I see in the Argus, that a 

certain writer takes occasion to reprimand 
you for your editorial correspondence on the 
Tripolis pipe organ dedication, in which you 
stated that it was the first pipe organ to come 
into the county. He makes himself very ri­
diculous by his bold assertion that his "pros­
perous town" has the honor for having put up 
the first pipe organ in the county. Evidently 
he did not read your article. Fact is that the 
lirst pipe organ in the county wasplaced in the 
Swedish Lutheran Tripolis church 28 years 
ago. In'1870 Mr. P. O. Mattson, a gentleman 
of a musical turn of mind, came from Sweden 
and settled in Tripolis. Happily he carried 
with him a pipe organ, which he placed in the 
church as he was elected organist by the con­
gregation. This organ was in use at every ser­
vice for 11 years, except when somethiug had 
happened to it. It was not as large or as ex­
cellent as the one recently placed in the 
church, but it was nevertheless a pipe organ 
and the first that ever saw this prosperous 
county of ours. I hope this will settle the 
question. Yours, A. 

Lingering Coughs, 
L i n g e r i n g cough t h a t ' ' h a n g o n " and 

m a y end in consumpt ion , a r e " b r o k e n 
u p " by " 7 7 " ' Dr . H u m p h r e y s ' Specific 
for Co lds a n d G r i p . 25 cents , a l l 

Essays Written By Pupils of 
the Willmar Public Schools. 

Chr i s tmas is the happ ies t t ime of a l l 
the year . W e set it a p a r t as a hol i ­
day because on t h a t day Chr is t was 
born . On Chr i s tmas friends aud re la­
t ives ga the r together to h a v e a p leas­
ant t ime. In the evening a Chr i s tmas 
tree is had and is loaded with presents 
from top to bo t tom t i l l the b ranches 
near ly b reak , then the tree is soon re­
leased from its heavy burden and the 
presents a r e d is t r ibuted to their own­
ers and everyone seems happy . Bed­
time soon a r r ives and the big and the 
smal l fellows a l l crawl in bed and 
h a n g thei r s tockings up in a corne r 
where S a n t a Claus is most l ikely to 
find them and fill them when he comes 
t h a t way. In the m o r n i n g before 
dawn aU are up to get their s tockings 
and see whether they were filled with 
candy , o r saw dust which all b a d boys 
and g i r l s receive. 

Six th g r ade . H A R R Y O T O S . 

king had come into the world At first the 
shepherds were sore afraid, but when they 
heard the good news from the angels, and that 
they should follow the star which would lead 
them to the birth-place of Jesus, they did not 
hesitate but left their flocks while they went 
to worship the king The star led them on and 
on, like a guide until it stopped before a stable 
in Bethlehem The shepherds went in the 
stable and in a chamber lay the baby King 
They had brought presents and sweet smell­
ing stuffs to present to Him They laid the 
presents down be fore Jesus and with them, a 
dead lamb that they had killed, showing that 
they would sacrifice their most prized things 
for their Savior. 

Christmas ought to have this effect on us, 
that we should forget ourselves to make oth­
ers happy like the Savior did. On this great 
day, we ought to seek to make the poor and 
needy happy. 

Eighth grade. LEONOKA P. BOYD. 

Chr i s tmas comes on the twenty-fifth 
of December. W e keep it in memory 
Of J e sus C h r i s t ' s b i r th . Many hun­
dreds of yea r s ago some shepherds 
were ou t a t n ight h e r d i n g thei r liock 
of sheep. They looked up and beheld 
a s t a r sh in ing in the east , they be­
came fr ightened but an angel came 
down from heaven, and told them not 
to fear, for on t h a t morn Chr i s t the 
Lord was b o r n . He was b o r n in a 
m a n g e r in a s tab le a t Bethlehem. W e 
have Chr i s tmas every y e a r . W e keep 
Chr i s tmas by g iv ing each o the r pres­
ents. Th i s day we should t ry to make 
every one h a p p y as well a s o u r s e l v e s . 
In the old count r ies of E u r o p e the peo­
ple used to put up a l a rge stick, and 
on it they placed some g ra in , for the 
b i rds t o ea t . 

Sixth g r a d e . N O R A E L F S T R U M . 

The r eason why we keep Chr i s tmas 
is because ou r d e a r S a v i o u r was born 
on tha t day . I h a v e r ead in the s tory 
of the Bible , t h a t the Jews were ser­
vants to the R o m a n s , and they h a d to 
obey whatever the empero r of Rome 
commanded . He made a decree t h a t 
they should go to the cit ies where their 
fathers h a d lived, and have their 
names written down. S o Mary and 
J o s e p h went ou t of N a z a r e t h where 
the i r home was then, to Bethlehem 
where D a v i d used to l ive, for they 
were descended from King' Dav id . 
W h e n they came t o Bethlehem there 
was no room a t the inn, so they went 
into the s tab le to s leep. And while 
they were there God gave t o Mary the 
son which the ange l h a d promised her. 
w h e n the b a b e was e ight d a y s H i s 
pa ren t s named h im J e s u s . On Chris t ­
mas eve we h a n g up o u r s tockings , 
and h a v e a Chr i s tmas tree, and on 
Chr i s tmas day we go to church and 
come home and h a v e a nice d inner . 

Sixth g rade . H A Z E L M C C U N E . 

Chr i s tmas is the day on which the 
b i r th of Chr i s t is ce lebra ted . The 
chi ldren a re del ighted on this pa r t i cu­
l a r day because they expect to get so 
many presents , and when Chr i s tmas 
Eve comes they de l ight in h a n g i n g up 
the i r s tockings to be filled by the good 
old S a i n t Nicho las as wo cal l him bu t 
old folks as a rule do no t h a n g up 
their s tock ings . The tree is t hough t 
of the most by the ch i ld ren . Chr is t ­
mas is a day for y o u n g and old, h igh 
and low. The candles a r e genera l ly 
used , to add to the b r igh tnes s of the 
t ree . On C h r i s t m a s c a r o l s a r e sung . 
The hol ly sp r ig s a r e used most ly to 
t r im the house . In some count r ies 
the fest ival is held iu the month of 
May o r A p r i l but we keep it on Dec. 
25th. The re is usua l ly a family re­
union o r a Chr i s tmas t ree in every 
family. 

M A B E L W I L L I A M S . 

Six th g r ade . 

Chr i s tmas comes but once a y e a r 
and t h a t is on the twenty-fifth day of 
December. I t is the festival of the 
Chr i s t i an church , observed in the 
memory of the b i r t h of Chr i s t and 
celebrated by a p a r t i c u l a r church ser­
vices. Th i s festival includes twelve 
days cal led Chr i s tmas t ide. On Chr is t ­
mas eve nea r ly a l l of the l i t t le ones 
h a n g up thei r s tock ings and then go 
to bed th ink ing with wha t p l ea su re 
they will examine the m a n y presen ts 
S a n t a Claus will b r i n g them. B u t 
while we a r e en joy ing a l l of the beaut i ­
ful t h ings Chr i s t h a s been so good to 
p rov ide us with we should not forget 
the p o o r ch i ld ren who never knew of 
X m a s o r h a d a Chr i s tmas t ree . I t 
seems to me a s if I feel much bet ter on 
X m a s to h a v e given someth ing to the 
p o o r when I remember the s a y i n g " I t 
is m o r e blessed to give t han t o r e ­
c e i v e . " 

B A R B A R A W I L L I A M S . 

Six th g r a d e . , 

Christmas is the day on which the Lord 
Jesus Christ was born. It is kept sacred by all 
the world. We are made happy by giving gifts 
to iOur loved ones, and also by receiving gifts. 
This day is largely subjective. To everybody 
it seems, that the air is filled with good secrets, 
that are let out on that evening before Christ­
mas. 

It was over eighteen hundred years ago 
, since the angels appeared in the evening sky 

'taftWlbttib s&ejtaertts Kta gtrod ntews fart * 

Everyone knows that Christmas comes once 
a year and that Christmas is the best holiday 
in the year. I will first tell you how we came 
to have Christmas. We did not have Christ­
mas before Christ was born. Christ was born 
in a manger. He was born in Bethlehem. His 
father's name was Joseph and his mother's 
name was Mary. We do not know exactly 
whether Christ was born on the twenty-fifth of 
December or if he was born later or before the 
twenty-fifth of December. In the far off lands 
like France, Holland and Norway they do not 
have Christmas the same way as we do. We 
all kn.iw that the Holland children wear wood­
en shoes, and every Christmas eve St. Nicho­
las comes and fills each little shoe with pre­
sents. The Holland children call their Santa 
Claus St. Nicholas. The way we have our 
Christmas is to have a tree and hang up our 
stockings and expect Santa Claus It Ls better 
to give gifts than to receive. We should al­
ways try to make others happy. I wish you 
all a happy Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Fourth grade. FRANK WILLIAM ADAMS. 

A friend of mine went to France to spend 
Christmas with his aged father and mother. 
When he returned he related to me how Christ 
mas was spent in his native country: "Christ­
mas begins at midnight on Christmas- eve, 
when everyone goes to midnight mass in the 
churches.'This lasts for an hour, then we go 
home and have a tine dinner, or supper, to 
which our friends and relations are invited. 
Black sausage and champagne always figure 
prominently at this feast, and it is kept up to 
an early hour in the morning. We always put 
our shoes by the chimney corner Christmas 
eve in the hope that the little Noel would 
come and rill them. The older people receive 
no presents and send no Christmas cards or 
letters. It is only the children who have gifts. 
The night before Christmas the shops are a-
blaze with lights; and restaurants keep open 
all night and are decorated with greens and 
have Christmas trees in their windows. In the 
Bon Marche there is a large tree every Christ­
mas, loaded withpresentsforthepoorchildren. 
In the Latin quarter every one is up all night 
Xmas eve, and all sorts of fun and jokes pre­
vail. Everyone goes to church Christmas morn -
ing and on the altar oi each church isa criche 
representing the Holy child. His mother and 
Joseph. The scenery of the Holy Land is in 
the background. Christmas dinners in France 
are very much like the English dinners—turk-
keys. partridges, roast beef and plenty of 
champagne. 

Seventh Grade. EMMA OLSON. 

THE CHRISTMAS ANGELS. 
How often have I wondered why at Christ­

mas there is such universal joy and happiness. 
Why all hearts are then tilled with love and 
care for others. This feeling of good will in 
all towards all is too pure, too lofty to have 
originated from any earthly cause. It must 
be the result of some inspiration from above. 
And there can be no solution of the mystery 
more satisfactory than this, that the angels 
who so long ago proclaimed the birth of Christ. 
revisit the earth every night before his birth­
day to nil it with love and peace. 

When this busy world is wrapped in slumber, 
when only the twinkling stars are awake, 
when there is a reign of darkness and silence, 
then softly and gently is the gate of heaven 
opened to let these angels through I seem 
to hear the faint flutter of their gleaming 
white wings and we see them as they descend 
gracefully and slowly in their robes of dazzling 
whiteness. But it is above all imagination 
when their voices blend in the heavenly 
strains of music the words "Peace and good 
will to men," in melody divine and harmony 
most rich, clear and sweet. 

I see them as they flit into homes of wealth 
and luxury, into chambers where they sleep 
who know no want and endure no hardships. 
Where chUdren with blossoms of health are 
dreaming of the Christmas so merry to them. 
The angels bending low whisperto them words 
of tender pleading for the homeless, the poor, 
and the suffering. 

Then they tread into the rooms that speak 
of misery and want. Where they lie. who 
daily feel the cruel pangs of hunger and the 
bitter sting of cold, whose dreams are of care 
and worry. But now some heavenly voices 
low and sweet with words of great love and 
deep sympathy cheer tnem with bright pros-
spects for the morrow, and tell them that they 
shall enjoy the birthday of Christ 

Countless of other deeds are performed by 
these winged children of love. Soothing, com­
forting and blessing until the golden streak of 
dawn is seen in the east and the sparkling stars 
have grown dim by the day-light. Then leaving 
the world brightened and bettered they ascend 
to celebrate Christmas with Him in His heav­
enly home. 

CAMILLA WENNERLUND. 
High School grade. 

Willmar Market Report. 

[Cor rec ted every T u e s d a y a f t e rnoon 
by P E T E R B O N D E , dea l e r in F l o u r , 
Feed, F r u i t and Vege t ab l e s . 
W h e a t N o . l . .$.55 
W h e a t No . 2 . . . .50 
W h e a t N o . 3 . . .47 
W h e a t N o . 4 . . .43 
Oa t s 23«. 
R y e 38c 
B a r l e y 25c 
F l a x 86c 
P o t a t o e s 30c 
E g g s 18c 
B u t t e r 15@20c 
Onions 65-80c 
Bean? . $1.00(d)$l. 25 

Hay. . .$2 .50@$3.00 
Cat t l e 33.00 @$3.50 
Hogs.$2.75 t o $3.00 
SheepS3.00 t o $3.50 
C h i c k e n s . . . .4@6c 
T u r k e y s H@7c 
Ducks 5(a)8c 
Geese 6@8c 
Hides 4@6c 
W o o l . . . . lOudl l lc 
Flour..$3.60(<2$4.00 
B r a n . . $ 8 . 0 0 @ $ 9 0 0 
S h o r t s $10.00 

F u r n i s h e d r o o m for rent , on 
floor. Two b locks from depot , 
q u i r e a t th is office. . 
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In-

£A-'. 

F r a n k l i n Miner , p r i n c i p a l of the 
S ta t e R e f o r m a t o r y schoo l , was m a d e 
the defendant in a b r e a c h of p r o m i s e 
sui t a t S t . Cloud l a s t week. T h e p l a i n ­
tiff was a Miss M a r y G a l e , of Minne ­
apo l i s , whom i t was a l leged Mr . Miner 
b a d p a i d cons ide r ab l e a t t en t ion t o be­
fore h i s m a r r i a g e t o h i s p r e sen t wife 
whose p a r e n t s r e s ide in W i l l m a r . T h e 
ju ry g a v e the plaintiff a verd ie t for 
$1,000. T h e defense c l a i m s t o b e t h e 
tfctim of a conspiracy* 
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