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Thex:g was a hrj ef silence, broken at.
lut. by 'Sprague, who asked: .

¢ “Hds he escaped?”

* Sturgis hesitated,

:“That depends upon how we look at
lt " he said, gravely, at-length; "he hus.
peid ‘the penalty of his cr!mes. @

“What.do you mean?? . .2

“He is dead,” answered tl:e reporter.

““Dead? ‘But I tell you I'saw him—"

- “I know;-but he has died since.”
. “Sujcide :

“No;” the reporter's voice sank toa
wh:sper* “murder.”

“Murder?” repeated the artist, star-
tled. “But how do you know that?”

. *“This lump of lead tells the story,”
said Sturgis;"holding up the shapeless
piece of metal which he had taken out
of the vat.

“What is it? A bullet?”

“Yes; the bullet which Chatham ear-
ried in his arin from the time that he
was wounded by Arbogast, the bullet
which has enabled me to trace him step
by step, from his flight from the over-
turned cab to Dr. Thurston’s and tinally
to his death in this.very room; the
bullet whose peculiar shape is record-
ed in this shadow picture taken by
Thurston by  means of the Roenfgen
rays.”

So saying, he handed Sprague the
photograph. But the artist had ceased
to listen.

“In this very room ?" he mused aloud,
looking about him with awe,

“Yes. The story is simple enough.
The man whose instrument Chatham
was is not one/who would ecare to be
lambered up with tools, which become
positively dangerous as soon as they
cease to be useful. This man, totally
unhampered by pity, gratitude or fear,
determined to destroy the accountant,
whose discovery might have imperiled
his own welfare. What mattered a
human life or two, when weighed
against the possible loss of his own
life or liberty, or of his high social
standing and his enormous wealth; for
this man is both renowned and rich,
and he appeays to have brought whole-
sale murder to a science.”

“Do you mean to say that wholesals
murder can be indulged in with im-
punity in a city like New York, at the
end of the nineteenth century ?” asked
Eprague, aghast.

“Yes: when it is done in the system-
atic and scientific manner that has been
employed here. For this murderer is
the most remarkable eriminal of mod-
ern times. He has not been satisfied
with killing his victims; he has suc-
ceeded in completely wiping them out
of existence.
tempted to destroy the bodies of their
vietims, but they have never before suc-
ceeded as this man has. He is a chem-
fst of remarkable talent, and he has
discovered a compound in which bone
as well as human tissue is rapidly and
totally dissolved. There it is in yon-
‘der tank. See how completely the
liguid has destroyed the bone handle
of this knife.”

Sturgis, after showmg the damaged
knife to his eompanion, resumed his
whittling upon the cover of the box
on which the artist was seated.

“Chatham’s body has been dissolved
in that tank within a very short time,
1t has entirely disappeared; this flat-
tened bullet alone is left, lead being
one of the few substances which are
not soluble in the contents of the
tank. Fortunately he overlooked that
fact. Genius has its lapses.”

Presently Sprague ventured to say:

“If numerous crimes have been com-
mitted here, as you intimate, I do not
understand how it is that suspicion
has npever rested on this house be-
fore.”

“The author of these crimes has
taken every precaution to render the
chance of discovery quite remote. His
dwelling-house on one street, and the
bogus Chemical company on the other,
are in communication through this
underground passage, while appar-
ently having no connection with each
other. Moreover, he is too shrewd to
make frequent use of this déath cham-
ber. That does well enough as a last
resort, when he is obliged to commit
the murders with his own hands; bt
I suspect that this man has other
agents like Chatham, who do the
dirty work for him and then quietly
ship the bodies here for annihilation,
as it was intended should be done
with Arbogast’s. Ah! yes; I thought
80. You are sitting upon one of these
bodies now.”

Sprague started to lns feet; and
fo]low!ng the direction in.which Stur-
gis was pointing with his open knife,
he vaguely discerned, through the
opening which the reporter had whit-
tled, o small surface of what had
once been the features of a human
being.

After gazing for some mlnutes in
horror-stricken silence at the distort-
ed face, the artist asked in a low
voice: :

“How did Chatham meet his death?"”

“I don’t know yet,” answered Stur-
gis, gravely; “this man is no ordinary
criminal. 'His work is clean and
leaves no blood-stains and no disorder
to tell of its accomplishment.  He
takes life with his own hands only
when he is forced to do so; but, when

he does, his method,tis . masterly. It

was easier to make. .away with Chat-
) the price agreed
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er | “There e\’iﬂent‘ly is none,” ieplied :
| Sturgis; “he probably qonlrols these”
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olver!” Sturgis whis-
pered hoamly ‘to* his companit}n.
“Quick!—Look there!”

At the same time he drew his‘own
weapon and pointed in the direction
of the ‘door at the head of the stairs.
The door opened and a man ent.ered
quietly smoking a cigar.

“Dr. Murdock!” exclaimed Sprague
with horror,

Murdock, still-holding the door ajar,
eyed the.two men for an instant; his
‘impassive face  ‘betraying. not ' the
slightest sign of emotiof, Then, tak-
ing-his-cigar-from his lips: '

“Ah, géntlemen,” he drawled, in his

ironical way; “I am delight’ed to see

you.. I trust:you will mgke yourselves

perfectly at home for a few minutes.
I ghall return directly.. You can eon-
tinue to .wwork out your little prob-
lem. in. the meantime, Mr. Sturgis.”

With these words h% calmly turned
to,legve thé room. ;

“Stop!” shouted Sturgls.
‘hig revolver ut' Murdock's head: “stand
where you are or I fire!”

The reporter’s shot rang out almost

before he had finished his sentence;
but Murdock, unscathed, passed out

of the room, closing the door’behind

him.
Sprague, dazed by the rapu]ity with

which this scene had been acted, stood
rooted to the spot, without having
mnade any attenmipt to use the revolver

which he had drawn'at Sturgis’ bid-
ding.

The reporter sprang up the stairs
and threw his weight against the

-t—-“

“AH, GENTLEMEN, I AM DELIGHTED
TO SEE YOU.”

door. But it was doubtless intended
to withstand great shocks, for it re-
mained unshaken.

“Check!” caine the sound of a mock-
ing voice from the other sule ot the
ddor,

Then, rushing down: the
again, Sturgis 'shouted to his
panion:

stairs
com-

“Come quick! We must get out of

here!”

And he led the way through the
subterranean passage toward the cel-
lar of the Manhattan Chemical com-
pany.

CHAPTER XXIL
THE DEATH CHAMBER.

Defore the men had gone many
steps o grating sound reached their
‘ears from the direction of the sky-
light. They looked up and saw slid-
ing steel shutters slowly and ponder-
ously close, like grim jaws; and sud-
denly they felt themselves cut off
from the outside world.

Sturgis, taking up his lighted can-
dle, made his way to the door of the
suoterranean passage and tried in
vain to open it; the heavy iron bolt
remained immovable in its socket.
Inch by inch he scrutinized the door
with growing anxiety. At last he
abandoned the search and returnéd in
the direction of the square chamber.

“That explains why he wanted to
shut me in here when T was in his
‘office,” he muttered under his breath.

*What is the matter?” asked
Sprague.

“We are caught like rats in a trnp,"‘
replied Sturgis. Then with feeling he
“I do not know how this will
end, old man,
fear the game is lost. If our lives are
the forfeit, you will'owe your deuth to
my stupidity.”

Sprague looked .at his friend, as if
surprised to hear him apparent]v
abandon the fight.

“Don’t worry about me,” he _said,
kindly “I_came here of my own free
will.  But,” he added, as a vision of

‘Agnes Murdock flashed upon his mind,

“I have no intention to die just yet.
if I can help it. Are we not-both able-

‘bodied men and armed? What can one

man do.against two?? ;|
“It is noyan open fight,” said Stur-

gis, “but T am glad to see your spirit.

I do not give up; but I want you to
realize that we are in a critical situa-
tion, with the odds enurmously pgalnn
nstrih L T

L ¥Why, whwewntmﬁuerv am

“Perhaps what he: did to Chatham.

It will probably not,be long: betorﬂu
di.scnv#r what that was.”

“But there must ‘be lome wny o‘P._
‘| opening that donr ftom' tbe muae.w :

said Sprague.
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Stm‘gu q\ﬁc‘kl} held the llghted can-
dle above his head and peered in the

direction whence came the sound. A

panel of the door at the head: of the
stairs had. been pushed up, revealing a.
small opening, coverediby a strong und
closely-woven ‘wire netting.

“As we werd saying, ‘murder  will
out!’ Nevertheless, it is sometimes
easier, to weld: a chain, cven of circum-
stantinl evidence, than it is to pre-
didt who will be bound in it.”

Sturgis and Sprague stood in the
glimmering light of the candle, silent-
ly watching the glowing eyes behind
the screen.

“Mr, Sturgis, you are a clcver man,”
continued= Murdocek, *an uncommonly
clever man. < T frankly admit that 1
had underrated your ability. But then
we are all fallible, after all. Tmade my
share. of blunders, as'you seem'to have
discovered; but you will doubtless now
concede that your cwn course has not
been entirely free from errors. - And
now that we have reached the conclu-
sion of this intercsting game, I have
the honor to announce: ‘Mate inone
move!’ Perhaps you are surprised that
1 should take the trouble to explain the
situation to you so clearly. 1dosoin
recognition of your superior intelli-
gence. I see in you a peer. 1f matters
could have been so -arranged, I sheuld

‘| have been proud to work in harmony

with such a man as you; and indeed,
when a short time ago I invited you to
my laboratory, it was my intention to
offer you a'compromise which I hoped
I might be able to persuade you to ac-
cept. I felt that you would prove an
ally who could be trusted. But, alas,
that is impossible now, on account of
your friend’s presence. With ull due
respect to Mr. Sprague, as an amiable
man'of the world and a prinece of good
fellows, it may be said that he is not
one of us. Much to my sorrow, there-
fore,”I am left no alternative to the
course I am about to adopt. The fault,
if anybody’'s, is your own, afier all, Mr.
Sprague. There is a homely but ex-
pressive adage concerning the danger
of ‘monkeying’ with a buzz saw. Why,
my dear friend, did you ‘monkey’ with
Mr, Sturgis’ buzz saw, instead of stick-
ing to your palette and maulstick?
“But I fear I am growing garrulous,
gentlemen. If I had time, I thould like
to explain to Mr. Sturgis the details
of some of the more important, and, in
my humble opinion, more brilliant.
schemes of which I have been the—ah
—the promoter; #or 1 dislike to be
judged by the Dbungling operations
which have so nearly caused me to lose
this latest little game. DBut this can-
not be. I shall have tocontinue to con-
fide to the pages of my journal, as 1
have dome for years, the interesting

"':l'lu alngu "lhnnhcturlng- com-
pany, of 149" ‘Broadway, New York,
show their nsual American ent
by haﬂn; 8 yery creditable exluh!t lo+
‘cated in Group XIII, Class 79, at the
.Paris International Exposition. where
they show tq it advantage the cele-
brated Singer Sewlng-Mnehine which
is used in every country on the globe,
both for family use and for manufac-
‘turing purposes. The writer was high-
ly pleased with this display and ob-
.served with -much satigfaction that it
was favorably commented upon by vis-
itors generally.

The Grand Prize was awarded by the
International Jury to Singer Sewing-
Machines for superlor excellence in de-
sign, construction, efficiency and for
remarkable development and adaption
to every stitching process used in
either the family or the factory.

Only One Grand Prize for sewing ma-
chines was awarded at Paris, and this
distinction of absolutely superior merit
confirms the previous action of the In-
ternational Jury at the World's Co-
Jumbian Exposition, in Chieago, where
Singer machines received 54 distinct
awards, being more than were re-
ceived by all other kinds of sewing ma-
chines combined.

Should it be possible that.any of our
readers are unfamiliar with the cele-
brated Singer Machine, we would re-
spectfully advise that they call at any
of the Singer salesrooms which can be
found in all cities and most towns in
the United States.”

CURRENT TOPICS.

Forest fires are driving the grizzly
bears into Colerado towns.

In Italy bread and sugar.cost about
thrice what they do in England.
.The world’s , production of
amounted in 1898 to 777,000 tons.

A Spanish bullfighter's fee for a
special performance is about $3,000.

Col. Henry Peyton, on the staff of
Gen. R. E. Lee, is dead in St. Louis.

Big crabs are found in India. Some
of them measure two feet in length.

The skin of elephant Charlie, killed
In Crystal palace, London, weighed a
ton,

In Spain the infant's face is swept
with a pine bough to bring good
luck.

In Ireland & belt of woman's hair
is placed about the child to keep
harm away.

A $500,000 yarn mill is to be erected
' near Talladega, ‘Ala. It will have 20,-
000 spindles. #

Garlic, salt, bread and steak are
put into the cradle of a new-born

lead

events of, I may say, a somewhat re- baby in Holland.

markable career, which I hope will

Most spiders are possessed of pois-

some day, after my cecath, find their on-fangs, but very few are dangerous

way in print to public favor. My dream
has always been that some such man
as Mr. Sturgls might ultimately edit
these memoixs; but alas, the fondest
of human dreams are seldom destined
to he realized.

Iy partmw with you, I wish to honor-
ably carry out the terms of my wager
with Mr. Sturgis. I concede the fact
that, te all intents and purpcses, he
has won the bet, and L authorize you,

Mr. Sprague, as stakeholder, to pay!

him the amount I deposited with you.
As I have already suggested, he has
made some perhaps excusable mis-
takes; but, then, as he himself stated
the other night, ‘a detective has a life-
time in which to correct a blunder.
A lifetime! It isnotin accordance with
Mr. Sturgis’ usual prattice to use so
vague a term. A lifetime is not neces-
sarily a very long time, Mr. Sturgis.’

During this tirade Sturgis and
Sprague had remained standing with
their eyes fixed upon the gleaming car-
buncles which peered at them from be-
hind the grated peephole at thae top of
the stairs, The artist seemed to real-
ize that the fight was lost. His attitude
was- that of a brave man accepting,
with calin despair, an unpleasant but
inevitable doom. The reporter had
drawn his révolver at the first sound
of Murdock’s voice, but had immedi-
ately returned it to his pocket upon
realizing that the chemist was protect-
ed by a bullet-proof grating. Now, pale
and collected, he remained inscrutable.
It was impossible, even for the sharp
‘eyes of Murdock,todetermine whether
he was at last resigned to his fate, o1
whether his active mind was still on
the alert for a loophole of escape. -

The bit of candle which be held in
his hand had burned so law that at last
he was unable to hold it without risk
of burning his fingers, Whereupon he

coolly set it down upon the stone floor, '

where presently the wick fell over into
a pool of molden paraffine, and the
flame sputtered noisily, sending fitful

gleams through the darkness.

“Well,” continued Murdock’s voice,
“it is at any rate a great satisfaction
to play a game with an adversary
worthy of one’s steel.- You have played
well, Mr. Sturgis. I think you would
have won modestly; and you are losing
as' I would myself have lost, had our
positions been reversed. Good-bye.”

The gleaming eyes disappeared from
the grating and the sliding panel closed
with a metallic click.

“Now, then,” said Sturgis to his com-
panion, “the last chance lies in the
spenkmg tube. But first help me move
‘this box.”

“What do you want to do wlth the
box?" asked .Sprague, who. however.

; ;lld og'hel wos'bid. | |
'*lt'm}mﬁwa gnin a httle ﬁm :

I'ut. it ﬂo\yn'!lere.

oﬂ* the helt e

Sprague, who ntood u.moat over: tlur-
rogister, suddenly threw back his haqd-
ped

vow, then, gentlemen. before final- I

.| fifty -spiral grooves,

to human beings.

The total Chinese losses during the
“slege_of the legations in Peking are
estimated at 3,000,

The arbitration law has been in
constant use in New Zealand for
about four years. and a half.

In Nebraska there are 141 log
schoolhouses, 517 built of sod, one of
baled straw and one of steel.

It ie estimafed that the number of
Germans and’ their descendants in
the United States is 15,000,000.

The “burning mountain” of Mon-
tet, in Aveyron, France, is a coal mine
which has been burning for several
years. —“

In the completed list of 40,822
pieces of game killed by Emperor
William since 1872 there is only one
whale. i

A New York florist says that the
lily of the valley is poisonous, and its
stem should not be placed in the
miouth. £, ) ; :

The total quantity of diamonds
found in 1898 in the Transvaal was
22,843 carats, valued at £43,730 ($212,-
§12.04).

'The army death rate is lower in
Great Britain than in any other coun-
try. In France it is nearly six times
as high.

The emperor of Austria always
used to send the late king of Italy
annually a present of 100,000 picked
Virginia cigars.

Kansas has two head of cattle, one
hog, one-third of a horse, and one-
fifth of a sheep for every'man, woman
and child in the state.

Fort Marion, in Florjda, is the old-
est fort in the Unitéd States. It was
built in 1565, of logs, but has since
often been remodeled.

The German ' emperor has been
known to change. his costume 12
times in 18 hours. His wardrobe con-
tains more than 1,000 suits.

A nugpet of zine found recently
weighs exactly 'a ton. It is a beau-
tiful object, being covered with
cubes of pink spar and galena.

Forty years ago Japan ' had only
coasting vessels. Now it has several
steamship  companies, the largest of
which -funs . thirty-three vessels.

The tube of a twelve-inch gun has
inside, . which
cause the shot to revolve 75 times per
second as it rushes through the air.

The Turkish mother loads her child
with amulets, and a small bit of mud,
steeped in hot water, prepared by
previous chlrml. is stuck on its fore-
head.

Mobile butl‘ Bimingham in popu-
Iation by the slim margin of fifty-
tour. ‘The mnew census:gives Mobile

| ». population ot;m--nn'dﬁmrming-

bam 38,415.
- Three nillloa more yenrl is the
{Umit of human life on earth. Or
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| DEFECTIVE PAGE

‘went to the canal on'a snnuner s aft-

ernoan to swim,” said the ‘teacher, |
“but five were fo!d not to bathe. How:

many went in?” “Sixteen," said Sam.
—Buffalo-News. -

How He Caught Cold.—“]!enry. |

dreamed of planting sweet peas last’

night.” “Oh," yes; ‘of course -you
‘dreamed you made  me dig up the
ground for you, and that’s the way
I got this awful colu."—Baltimore
American.

Progress in Cooking.—“How are
Susie and Emma getting along in
cooking school?” *“They’re progress:
ing wonderfully. They have learned
how to make cunning little turtles
out of raisins snd cloves."—-Kltcben
Magazine.

“Nonsense, Mr. Smith,” che &aid,
after rejecting him, “you’ll find a girl
at last to love you. One is as good asg
another, so what’s the difterence?"
“It isn't the difference in girls that
bothers me,” said he, mournfully
“it’s their indifference.”—Philadel-
phia Press.

“You know,” said Senator Sor
ghum, reprovingly, “I told you that
what I wanted from you was a good
breezy speech.” “Well,” answered
the professional orator, “I thought
that was. what I.gave you,
everybody who heard it said my ar
guments were only wind,”—Washing-
ton Star.

Retort Courteous. -—'\{rs. Nexdore—
“I notice you've got new paper in
your hall™ Mrs, Pepprey—“Yes,
How do you like the design?” Mrs.
Nexdore—“It seems to me its rather
loud.” Mrs. Peppery—“Yes, that's
why we selected it. We thought
it might drown the sound of your
daughter’s piano-playing.”—Philadel-
phia Press.

‘POISON IVY AND ANTIDOTE.

Spotted Touch-Me-Not Said to Speed-
ily Counteract the Ivy’'s
3 Effects.

Poison ivy belongs to the sumac
family and derives its botanical name
from the ancient Celtic “rhudd,” red,
and the Greek “toxicodendron,” or
poison plant. The origin of the poi-
son, which causes great suffering to
many people, was for a long while a
mystery, as the plant itself contains
no active poison, £s do many plants,
but it now seems to be certain that
the plant nourishes deadly bacilli,|
which enters the pores of the skln
and give the poisoned parts their'
characteristic appearance. The three.

leaves are pale green and the ereep- |

ing plant is to be found in many parts
of the island of Montreal. It is close-
ly related to the Rhus Venenata, or
“poison sumae,” sometimes,
called “poison dog'wood &
mac, however, is a shrub, with the
drupe greenish-yellow and only grows
in swamps. Its flowers are green and
it is very poisonous. The ordmary
sumae, with red fruit and crimson
hairs, is rot dangerous, says the Mon-
treal Witness.

It is said that some people eannot
go into the neighborhood of poison
ivy without suffering from the poison
of the plant, while others can handle
it without any ill effects. Many an-
tidotes to the poison have been rec-
ommended, as it affects different peo-
ple differently, and among the most
efficacioys have been strong soapsuds
and bicarbonate of soda. One perfect-
Iy painful result of rhus toxicoden-
dron poisoning is that with many
people the parts poisoned are liable
to be affected for several years aft-
erward at about the same period the
disease was originally ecaught. This
plant grows erect as well as decum-
bent, and in the former case is known
as poison oak.

In addition to the aids of the drug-
gist, however, nature is said to have
provided a most efficient remedy for
rhus toxicodendron poisoning, in the:
shape of the widely-spread flower
known as “spotted touch-me-not,” or.
“Impatiens fulva.” Tt is also called |
the “jewel weed,” and is very abum-
dant in the watercourses during
June and July, when the rhus toxico-
dendron and the rhus venenata are
most poisonous. The color of the
flower of “spotted touch-me-not” is
a deep orange and the spots are of a |
reddish brown. The lip forms a sac,
not very much unlike the moecasin
flower, ana it ends in a curved spur.
The seed pods burst if slightly|p
touched and scatter the seeds all|
around. To this peculiar property |
the plant owes its common name, It
is also called “noh-metangere” and :
“n'y touchez pas. The remedy. is ap- :
plied by expressing the juices of the'
plant and applying the same to that :
part of the skin which has been poi-
soned.

'UNUSED RAILROAD TICKETS.

According to This Account It Is an
Easy Matter to Obtain a Re-
fand for Them.

Some men with unused railroad
tickets on their hands will sell them
to realpers, while others go to the
railroad company that  issued them
and obtain their wvalue in money.
Most persons, however, do mneither,
and accept the loss when the ticket
is worth less than a dollar. Indeed,
many persons do not realize that the
raflroad companies stand ready to. re-
deem unused tickets even of small

value, so that the companies. must be.

‘richer*by “many théousinds ‘of .dollars
8 year through this ignorance, u:u
the Chicago Inter Ocean.

- Every railroad ticket bears the:
name of the general passenger ageat
and of t'lm general manager of the
road. It is 8 simple matter to in-

close the ticket with a letter direct-

ed to the general passenger agent,

| asking him to refund the money paid
h . and explaining the reason why the
‘ticket is left unused in the hands

.of the purcham It is courteous to

~ |inclose a stamped envelope in which

‘the money may be returned.

When all these things ‘have been |
.done the com: nny menlly uknow!-

\ times it's telligg the butc

‘Nearly |-bench

also, !
Poison su-!

She Is Thoroughly
Posted,

 “T have just finished a sonmet,” said the
i poe'tf according to the. Atlanta Constitution.

bank heaven!” exclaimed the  wife,
“thatll buy » and & of
our!

“And here is an ode for the lhlte ﬁ' e

“How fortunate! Ham is 15 centa .
|:m|mli and- we haven't had any in six
weeks!

“I have also written a love song whlch is
as tender as an April rose.”

“What 2 dear, sweet soul you are! I'm
sure luat’s for a can of lard and a
(&Ilon of molasses!”

“Woman!” said the poet, sternly, “do
you know what genius is?

“Yes,” she said, thqughtfully. “Some-
er to call again,
shutting the door on the baker, hidin’ from
the house réni man, and singing, when Sun-
day comes, ‘] would not live always; I ask
not to staj'" 2

He &ddruled' the Jary.

A man who had never seen the inside of
a courtroon until he was introduced as a
witness in a case pending in one of the
Scottish courts, on being sworn, took a posi-
tion with his back to the ju began
telling his story to the judge, he Judge, in
a bland and courteous manner, said: “Ad-
dress ycurself to the jury, sir” The man
made a short pause, but, notwithstanding
what had been said to h1m, continued his
narrative. The judge was then more ex-
plicit, und said to him: “Speak to the jury,
sir;_ the”men sitting behind you on the

es,”” The witness at - once- turned
an;lﬁnd ?nc(‘!t makntm an ca}wl\:\wrd bow, said
with perfe avi ood morning, gen-
tlemen. ”ﬁBuEl;Io éouner &8

Ii the poor insist upon playing golf, it will
be with this precisely as it was with appen-
dicitis; our best people will drop it.—Detroit
Journal.

CALIFORNIA’S SPLENDID SHOWING
AT THE PARIS EXPOSITION.

Following is an extract from a letter
recently written by Mr. Wm. H. Mills,
of California, while in Paris in charge
of the Southern Pacific Company’s ex-
hibit at the Exposition. It is remark-
able for two reasons, first, as evidence
of the great interest which is every-
where manifested in that wonderful
State; also for the valuable informa-
tion it contains, and for which it ishere
reproduced:

! Paris, July 19th, 1900.

The panorama plcture 'of the Mariposs
Grove Is admitted by all, including pho-
tographers, to be the most wonderful pho=
tographic reproduction that has ever been
made. Only yesterday a Committee rep-
resenting the greatest Fruit-Growing As-
soclation of France, to the number of fif-
teen, visited the office. They were in
charge of their President, who is the
largest individual fruit grower in the
Republie. They came here to get an illus-
| tration of the industrial and climatic con-
| ditions under which our fruit is grown.
1 explalned to them fully the prolific char-

r of our climate, and by pictures and
illustrauons showed them that we had a
full crop every '[vear that our danger was
from over-bearing; that in no Iinstance
had we missed two crops In succession
from any cause. You will scarcely un-
, derstand the intense interest of this In-

terview until it is explained that this
| Frult-Growing Assoclation practices fruit
j culture in two ways, wal -culture and
cultivating under glass (I forego French
! designations). The out-door cultivation of
‘fruit in France is extra-hazardous and is
fast belng superseded by the artificial
means of wall and glass.
l The gentlemen who were here yester-
day explained that the most profitable
cultivation was that wherein all the fac-
tors of success were in the hands of the
cultivator., I have used this argument
many times for the promotion of the policy
of irrigation, I have said that when the
molsture can be controlled, both with ref-

erence to molsture and dralnage. clvilized
culture will have been achleved; that at
*that point only it becomes an art; but
where natural conditions are depended
upon and are not under the control of
man, the cultlivation has not risen to the
dignity of an art. Its main factors are at
the hazard of chance.

When 1 explained, however, the condi-
tlons under whic ruit was grown in
California, it became apparent both to my-
self and my auditors, that the matural
conditions in California are as nearly per-
fect for the production of fruit as it is

Ible to be, and that at all events
here are economles with us which will
ve us the fruit markets of the world.

i You may accept this conclusion as dem-
onstrated by our exhibit and observation
here. California is hereafter to be the
orchard of the world, for reasons which
will be more easily made apparent m a
personal Interview.

The reason for the foregoing narration
I wlll now present: had exhausted
‘the. Interest of the. exhlblt in showing the
fruits, the pineapples, the dates, the
prunes, the peaches, the Esm, the ap-
.gles. the vegetables in all thefr varletles.
! e day was extremely hot and the In-
tervlew had become monotonous. I called

! the company into an attitude In which
| they could get a good view of the pan-

orama_of the great tree grove. I have
never heard more genuine expressions of
i su risg and admiration, The President

e Assoclation, a man of fine mentality

and dignity of character, sald, through the
interpreter to me that the plcture was
the most beautiful presentation of a for-
‘ est he had ever seen and the forest was
the mdst beautiful of any that had ever
lbeen shown abroad. The forest as ex-

pressed in that picture is infinitely su-

rior to any forestry expression possible

ere. The largest pine tree I saw in Ger-
many was less than twenty-four inches
in dlameter, and not to exceed seventy-five
or elghty feet high. After what we had
told them of the favorlng conditions of

heart of one of our greatest forests

the best representation which can be

p aced upon paper.
dequate conception of how It broadened
and dlsniﬂed and ennobled our State. 'We
;had shown them panorama pictures, pic-
‘tures of prune orchards in bloom, ple=-
| tures of orchards, one of which is a most

marvelous presentation, the panorama |

itself being six feet
: high, and represenﬁnt ve hundred acres
of prune orchard. We had shown them
twenty-one square miles in one panorama

fourteen inches

shown them large fruits and ge Veg-
etables, and all these things had appealed
to them as excepuonal The panorama of
the great forests of Callforn includint
the greatest trees that e State,
conferred upon the entir e exhlbit proba-
bility and conflrmation.
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Ex-Congressman A. T. Goodwyn. o

Ex-Congressman. A. T. Goodwyn, from
AIaba.ma, writes the following letter:
The Peruna Medicine Co., Columbus, O;

Gentlemen—“I have now used two bot-
tles of Peruna, and am a well man to-day.
I could feel the good effects of your medicine
before I had used it a week, after suffering
with catarrh for over a year.’ Respeuct
f . T, Good

ataaﬂ: in its various forms i is rapi {,
coming a national curse. An ‘undoul
remedy has been discovered by Dr. Hart-
man. This remedy has been thoroughly
tested during the past forty years. Promi-
nent men have come to know of its virtues
and are making public utterances on the
subject. To save the count we must save
the people. To save the pe;iP e we must pro-

tect them from disease. The disease that
is at once the most prevalent and stubborn
of cure is catarrh. Public men of all par-
ties recognize in Peruna a national catarrh
remedy of unequaled merit. Send to Dr.
Hartman, Columbus, Ohio, for a free book
on catarrh.
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