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The sensation of the week has been 
the meeting 0 f t n e Sound Money League 
in Raudenbusoh hall in this city and 
the campaign of coercion and intimida­
tion w h i c h was there inaagorated. 

Th* Call for this meeting had been 
signed by a number of business men, 
mainly members of large wholesale 
houses, combines and syndicates, with 
hardly a sprinkling of middle class 
business men among them. 

This call came from the class most 
directly ooncerned with the trusts and 
money powers that have determined to 
seoure the election of McEinley, by 
fair means or foul. 

When Bryan made his triumphal 
tour of the state and called forth such 
an overwhelming and irresistable dis­
play of enthusiasm that swept over the 
country like a tidal ware and carried 
everything before it, the Republican 
leaders realized that their cause was 
hopeless, and seeing' that they could 
not win by fair means, they deter­
mined to fight by foul, and this meet­
ing was one of the results. 

The sentiments of the resolutions 
adopted at this meeting were extreme; 
but the speakers were positively rabid. 
The chief speaker of the evening was 
Mr. Orover, who was certainly plain 
spoken enough and left no ground for 
misunderstanding as to the purpose of 
the meeting. Among other things he 
defended government by injunction, 
such as was employed on the striking 
miners in Idaho. But it was Mr. Jesse 
Gregg of the firm of Nicholls & Dean 
that expressed it in all its brutal blunt-
ness. Said Mr. Gregg: 

"I was in N e w York last week, and 
passing down the street I was surprised 
to observe a large banner floating from 
a business house upon which was the 
inscription; 'Bryan's Traveling Men's 
Club.' In our firm w e have 20 travel­
ing men at work, and I do not know 
how but one of them is going to vote 
this fall, but I want to say to you gen­
tlemen that if any one of these travel­
ing men should vote Tor Bryan, and I 
knew it, I would discharge him imme­
diately. Don't understand me to say 
that I would discharge him for being a 
Democrat, I would discharge him fpr 
being a damned fool. I would presume 
that any man who didn't have better 
sense than to vote for Bryan, didn't 
have sense enough to represent our 
business." 

The audience received this speech 
with ringing applause, and thus ap­
proved the sentiments expressed and 
subscribed to them as their own. 

The morning papers brought an ac­
count of the meeting and the speeches, 
and soon i t became the all- absorbing 
topic of the streets. Everywhere on 
the street corners groups of men were 
excitedly discussing it, and when the 
paper? reached the outlying towns and 
country districts, telegrams and letters 
of inquiry began to pour in at the 
Democratic headquarters from all sides 
and very soon it became evident that 
in the excitement and interest aroused 
all over the state and adjoining states, 
this incident would surpass in sensa­
tional interest even the celebrated 
Burohard episode which defeated 
B'aine in '84. 

Coming in the wake of Roosevelt's 
rabid speech here in the Auditorium, 
in which he put Democrats on a level 
with horsethieves, and made that fa­
mous assertion: 

''They stand for lawlessness and dis­
order^ for dishonor and dishonesty, for 
license and disaster at home, and cow­
ardly shrinking from duty abroad}" 
i t has made St Paul the storm center 
ot the Burchardism of the present cam­
paign, and' shows more plainly than 
anything else to what desperate straits 
the. Republican party of Minnesota 
fpels itself reduced. **" t ̂  "* "* " ** T 

This speech of Gregg's harmonizes 
w i l l wi th Roosevelt's famous or rather 
infamous speech here in the Audito-
n i m , and the-passage »n> Roosevelt's 
bo ik, "Ranch Life and the Hunting 
Trail," (Century Co. 1899) in which he 
accuses the cowboys of drunkenness 
andrioting, yet declares that they are 
mtteji better fellows and pleasantev 
companions than farmers and farm* 
hands, *na te l l* the world that the 
mechanics and laboring men of a great 
city are so far beneath those same COWP 
boys whom he charges with, drunken­
ness and jriotimj,1tbat they are not even, 
to be mentioned in t h e , same .breath. 
The passage reads literally as follows: 

" W H E N Dst tnTK-ON THE^VIL-
LAINOUS WHISKY OP THE PRON-
TIER T O W N S THEY CUT- MAD< 
ANTICS, RIDING THEIR HORSES 
INTO T H » tSAfcOQN9,« F I R I N G 
THEIR PISTOLS RIGHT A N D LEFT, 
from boisterous light-faeartedness rather 
than.ffym any viciousifcss' and' indulg­
ing too often in deadly Shooting affrays 
brought on either by the accidental' 
contact of the moment or oh account 
o£ some longstanding grudge, or per* 
haP* because of bad blood between two 

oh these sprees they are-f quieti gather 
self-contained men, perfectly frank *nd\ 
s imple .and on their own gfound trgit. 
a Stranger wi th the most whoki sbuWd 
hospimifty, doing all.in their power for 
him, and' scorning to take*; any reward 
i n return. Although prompt to rssent-
a n injury, they are not at all apt to be 
rude t o outsiders, treating them with 
Whai can "almost be -called a grave 
courtesv. THEY A R E MUCH BET-
ffBRyEfjlOWS A N D PLRAS ANTKR 

COMPANIONS* * T H A N 'SMALL 
FARMERS OR AGRICULTURAL 
LABORERS; NOB, ARE THE ME­
CHANICS A N D WORKMEN OF A 
GREAT CITY TO B E MENTIONED 
IN THE SAME B R E A T H " 

Yet this same Roosevolt, after offer­
ing such a gratuitous insult to the la­
boring, man and farmer,, poses as their 
special friend and would-be idol. To 
the same category belong Beveridge's 
culminations telling the people that we 
are making a grea£ mistake in setting 
Cuba free, as well as Mark Hanna's 
bumptious assertion, "There are no 
trusts." 

These utterances furnish a glaring* 
commentary on the character of their 
leaders, the futility of their logic, the 
utter hopelessness of their cause in a 
fair and open campaign. They can not 
win out on fair means, so they take to 
foul, and right here they show the 
worst kind of judgment in making 
their selections, and the mistakes they 
have made in this respect will prove 
their ruin. 

Of those who had signed the call for 
this meeting, some of the most prom­
inent were interviewed by a represen­
tative of the Press Bureau, and while 
they disclaimed any responsibility for 
the speeches made there, they endorsed 
the call and the resolutions adopted. 
However, when any society allows suoh 
utteranoes to be made and to pass with­
out rebuke or protest, the public can* 
not do otherwise than to see in such 
utterances an expression of the senti­
ments of that society and to hold the 
society and its individual members re­
sponsible for them. 

The insolent arrogance of such a 
course can not be but condemned in the 
strongest and most emphatic terms. 
Is i t any wonder that the blood of lib­
erty loving American citizens should 
boil with indignation at such brutal 
methods of coercion and intimidation! 
If the money powers dare to come out 
with such shameless, barefaced brutal­
ity, to foroe men to vote against their 
convictions, i t certainly forbodes ill for 
the laboring man and the middle 
classes, and everyone realizes that if 
suoh an affront can be offered and pass 
unheeded, our boasted American lib­
erty will soon be a thing of the past 
and will be swallowed up by the money 
power in a rule so rapacious in its 
greed, so absolute in its disregard of 
human rights, that the rule of the Rus­
sian czar will seem a paternal blessing 
in comparison. 

The Republicans at this meeting de­
cided to wear as their emblem a yellow 
bow. This is the national color of 
Spain and China, and therefore awa­
kens 'memories of rapacious greed, 
cruel injustice, bigotry and oppression. 

The Democrats have chosen for their 
emblem a minature United States flag. 
The yellow bow fittingly stands for 
dictation, coercion and intimidation. 
The flag stands for the sentiment, "A 
free man and a free vote." Let us all 
wear and display the badge of freedom. 

As a sample of the work done in the 
Democratic campaign, and the enthu­
siasm aroused, we give the following 
extract from a letter received at the 
Democratic headquarters from St. 
Cloud: 

"Beginning Monday, we put up the 
greatest campaign that the Democratic 
party has ever had in this county. 
Truelson and Calhoun will speak all 
week, making three or four speeches a 
day. All the candidates on our county 
ticket will accompany the speakers. 

"We have organized clubs in all the 
towns, and the meetings have been ad­
vertised thoroughly for the past two 
weeks. This is on old line Democratic 
county, and the fact that there is more 
interest here than ever before, argues 
well for the Democratic cause in gen­
eral." 

The Republicans of St. Paul decided 
to hold a grand mass meeting for the 
benefit of the German voters, and so 
they imported a speaker by the name 
of Donald from Iowa, who was to ad­
dress them in German and do tho Dem­
ocrats up brown. And lo and behold I 
After all the blowing of horns and beat­
ing of drums, there were of all the 63,-
000 Germans in St. Paul just 197 that 
felt enough interest in a German Re­
publican mass meeting, to take the 
trouble to be present. 

It is a great thing to talk with sanc­
timonious unction about the Filipino 
and tell of all the blessings we are go­
ing to bestow upon him, but just put 
yourself in his place and oonsider how 
you would like it to have the constitu­
tion with its guarantee of rights and 
privileges withdrawn from the state of 
Minnesota, and the government of the 
state put into the hands of a military 
governor sent out here from Washing­
ton who would be responsible to no one 
but the president and have such laws 
proclaimed as the military governor 
with a big army at bis back might see 
fit and have them carried out by force 
of arms. 

With all the confidence in the gov­
ernment at Washington, and with all 
due respect for McKinley, there is yet 
not a single Democrat or Populist in 
the state of Minnesota that would sub­
mit to such a proposition, but would 
fight to the last ditch and to the last 
kopje, and there are mighty few Re­
publicans in the state that wouldn't do 
the same. 

Will the Republican papers kindly 
explain why the Republican legislature 
prevented the passage of the bill to 
raise the gross earnings tax of the rail­
roads from 2 per cent to 4 per cent. 
Governor Lind and the Fusion mem­
bers of the legislature did their utmost 
to secure the passage of this bill, but 
the Republicans, being in the majority, 
Opposed and defeated it, and by taking 
suoh a stand they deprived the state 
of upwards of $2,000,000, even if s 
new legislature can be elected to act on 
t h i s measure as soon as possible. 

If the railroads had been obliged te 
?^ay in these $3,000,000, the people ol 
the state would have had so muoh lesi 
<o pay. N o w if the Republicans a n 
really such great friends of the people, 
why did they vote against this metis 
nra? ' * * F T Tr 
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4F. &t Pretense aa t o Content! , n 
"Jedge," said Mr. Zeke Darkleigh, "I 

wants td hah dishyere Gabe Snowflake 
arrested. He done sol' me er kaig er beer, 
en day ain't nuffin in, the kaig but rain-
watehv" . 

"Al\ right," replied the judge, "yon want 
to swear out a .warrant charging; nun with 
iritafanusj mtaer under, falsa?pretenses.'' 
M "Nov suhil I want dat niggab seat up fo' 
Itaimn mojaey^ndeh false conteutses. 

t'a whfttvift^/'-T-Baltiinore American 
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* AN INFAMOUS SYSTEM. 
W v V ^ 4 ' • > **• 

Crueltlea of Republican Monopolists 
Perpetrated Upon Cruel-

fled Labor. 

The strike of miners in the Penn­
sylvania coal fields is causing much 
concern to the republican bosses. 
They have not forgotten the Home­
stead troubles in 1892, noi; their ef­
fects on the national campaign of that 
year. 'Soldiers and Pinkerton detect­
ives, obeying the mandates of heart­
less capitalists, make poor campaign­
ers among the common people. A 
needy miner shot down" while assert­
ing his manhood speaks louder to the 
hearts of the American masses than 
all their artillery. 

Hanna recognizes these facts. After 
reaching New York the other day from 
Chicago, one of his first acts was to 
call on J. Pierpont Morgan, and a re­
port of the interview says he told the 
big hnancier that unless the coal 
strike was stopped at once* the elec­
tion of McKinley w a s in peril. "This 
strike will ruin us," Hanna is report­
ed to have said, "and you with your 
great command can stop it." Mr. 
Morgan was told that no money was 
wanted from him, that the republican 
committee had all the funds it want­
ed; i t s pressing desire was that the 
strike should be ended until at least 
after the election, for every day of i t s 
continuance was winning thousands 
of votes for Bryan. Cornelius N. Bliss, 
former secretary of the interior; Sen­
ator Scott, of West Virginia, and the 
president of the National City bank 
were with Hanna, and they joined 
their voices in an earnest appeal that 
for the sake of party success, the 
strike should be settled at once. 

I t is too late. The harm has been 
done. The pitiful wail of the miners 
that they might as well starve idle 
as starve working has been heard 
throughout the land, and the infa­
mous industrial s j s tem that enriches 
the few and pauperizes the many 
must go. It would be incredible, were 
not the facts adduced, that men with 
families of young children were com-

of laborers g e t for doing the work. 
Every $100 got from mining and 

marketing the coal is distributed as 
follows: t 
To the coaf miners.... SlG 65 
To the monopolists 41 67 
To the railroads 41 67 

Total sioooo 
Leaving the railroads out of ac­

count, every $1C0 gqt for mining the 
coal is distributed as follows1: 
To the miners 128 57 
To the monopolists 7143 

The railroads get 2% times as much 
for carrying the coal to market as the 
miners get for digging it out of the 
ground* 

"Private monopolies are indefensible 
â nd intolerable," says the democratic 
platform; and these private coal mo­
nopolies ure an apt illustration of 
that declaration. 

SOME TRUST TRUTHS. 

Ontraereona Treatment of American 
Consumers ny the Monopo­

l i s t ic Combine*. 

"Therels not a trust in the entire United 
States."—Mark Hanna. 

The American Steel & Wire com­
pany, of New Jersey, was formed Jan­
uary 13, 1899. I t includes all the wire, 
wire rod and wire nail mills in the 
country. I t s capital i» $90,000,000, a t 
least $50,000,000 of which is water. I t 
is practically a monopoly. This trust, 
i t will be observed, manufactures fenc­
ing for farmers, and nails, commodi­
ties in daily use. I t s predecessor, 
which was an Illinois trust, bore the 
same name. I t was formed in April, 
1898. At that t ime nails were selling 
at $1.47 per keg. In December, 1899, 
the price had risen to $3 53 In the 
same period the price of barbed wire 
rose from $1.87 to $4.13 per hundred 
pounds. The duty is specific, and on 
these prices ranges from about 10 to 
60 per cent, ad valorem. 

This increase of price was so great 
that consumption v*as checked. The 
price was forced down, several plants 
were closed, and hundreds of work­
men were thrown out of employment. 

Q^Art:-"fyM AWAY,SONNY,Youm 
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pelled to work in the mines at an av­
erage of less than $250 a year. Some 
of them, as was recently" stated, at a 
meeting of the miners never had in 
their possession, even one dollar in 
cash of their earnings. I t i s all 
traded out as fast or faster ^han it 
was earned, in the "pluck-me" stores 
owned by the coal barons, where the 
unfortunate underground delvers were 
forced to purchase their insufficient 
necessaries of life and the materials 
used by them in their occupation. 
They were compelled to produce, too, 
for a ton of coal as high as 3,600 
pounds, which the coal i,aron sold for 
nearly the equivalent of two tons. 
These facts and conditions are now 
known to all voters throughout the 
land, and even were the few moder­
ate demands of the miners granted, 
i t would not, in the minds of an out­
raged people be regarded as a con­
donation of the crimes and cruelties 
against robbed and crucified and too 
patient labor. 

Hanna's presentation of the politi­
cal situation seems to have convinced 
Morgan that the strike was a grave 
and dangerous one, and the latter im­
mediately set to work to bring it to 
a close. The next day he neld a con­
ference with the presidents of the im­
portant coal roads and representatives 
of the coal operators for the purpose 
of devising means to end the strike, 
and the result will probably be that 
the coal trust will o-fer some con­
cessions to the miners, for the t ime 
being, at least 

Hanna*s assurances to Pierpont Mor­
gan that he had all the money needed 
to run the national Campaign was 
doubtless true, but was no pledge that 
the work of "fat-frying" would be 
suspended. That he should forget his 
role of "toucher" in the presence of 
a multi-millionaire showed how deep­
ly fhe strike had troubled his mind. 
It is a sure sign that he is unnerved 
and frightened, and that he sees in 
the, strike a political catastrophe th,»t 
campaign contributions cannot avert. 
He wants the coal barons to do vio­
lence to their feelings by pretending 
to sympathize with t h e woes of the 
miners, and taking some steps to tem­
porarily remedy some of their griev­
ances. - ' 

The Helena Independent, of Helena, 
Mont., furnishes some interesting fig­
ures in regard: to the strike in the 
anthracite regions of Pennsylvania. 

It is estimated thct if the anthra­
cite* coal strike should last t w o months 
the men will lose $8,000,000 in wages; 
and operators $20,000,000 and the rail­
road companies^ like a m o u n t . ^ ^ 

Here is a curious condition," well il­
lustrating the power of private mo­
nopoly t o rob t h e producer, arbitra­
rily, ftx t h e terms, and conditions of 
l^bor^and appropriate the fruits of 
industry for tne, benefit^ of t h e few 
a t the expense of the many*, ••• > r 

I t i s estimated that some #15,000 or 
120$C© v^orJ^^^wUypss^^OQO^OOO^, 
wages while a f ew monopolies.wilUose 
$20,000,000. Tii other* words,» these 
few; monopolies g e t 2% times as much 

mere ownership |4j fchattre4 | .a |&ri 

But even before overproduction and 
extortion produced this result, John 
W. Gates testified before the indus­
trial commission, November 14, 1899, 
that five plants had been closed. The 
trust raised wages very slightly in 
some of its departments, but i t s prede­
cessor trust had so lowered them that 
they were less in 1899 than wages for 
the same work in the individual mills 
composing t h e combination had been 
in 1890. 

Not only were prices raised and pay 
reduced, but foreign consumers ob­
tained the goods of the trust for less 
than was charged the domestic con­
sumer. Mr. Gates testified to this. 
As a matter of fact, the foreigner 
bought American nails for one-half 
the price paid by t h e American me­
chanic. In 1899 Canadians bought 
American barbed wire for 65 cents a 
hundred pounds less than Americans 
paid, and plain wire for $11 a ton less. 

A director estimated the first year's 
profits of the trust at $12,000,000. This 
would have been more than 18 per 
cent, on i ts common stock. The re-
suite of the first six months indicated 
an actual profit of $15,000,000, more 
than 24 per cent, on i ts water. 

The trust continues, but i t is just 
now in a state of depression on ac­
count of i ts greed.—N. Y. World. 

PARAGRAPHIC POINTERS. 

» 

What Is Going On in the National 
Struggle for Political Su-

: prelnacy. 

ADUIN1STRATI0N AIDS THE TRUSTS. 

Prosperity of the Truata Is a n Un­
disputed Fact—Labor Oppjreaaed ay 
the Combines—Republican Indlf-
fe tenco to the Working-men's 
Troubles. 

A Nebraska man who had one-
third of his brain removed some time 
ago has flopped from Bryan to McKin­
ley. And yet the surgeons assured him 
that Ijhe operation would not in the 
least impair his intelligence.—Denver 
Post. 

Now, as there are really no 
trusts in this country, as Boss Hanna 
says, how is Mr. McKinley going to 
explain what he had in mind when he 
wrote that part of his letter of accept­
ance speaking of "conspiracies against 
trade, commonly called trusts?"—Fort 
Worth Journal. * » t 

In his -Chicago speech Senator 
Hanna wiped out the trusts. In New 
York he removed imperialism from the 
campaign. There are no trusts and 
there is no imperialism. Onlj one real 
and substantial issue remains, there­
fore, and that is the full dinner pail.— 
Chicago Chronicle. 

President McKinley loudly de­
clares that "prosperity abounds every­
where throughout the republic," but 
that declaration is not likely to be par­
ticularly popular in Newtown or in 
any of the other towns which find 
themselves wrecked' by the legitimate 
operations of the trust programme.— 
Rockford Star.' * „ 
* !%—In the' event of other complica­
t ions , which cannot be unexpected if 
the programme of imperialism i s not 
summarily 'restrained, a still greater 
Symy would have-to be provided—and 
once authorized, jperhaps nevdr could 
be reduced . / ?Th* ^people «,will say in 
NjOveflnbes-whaf t h e y tlplihk of this pxO» 
posed creation, of a big and enormous­
ly coftfy m m t « r ^ M ^ > ^ m e n ^ - - J u f • 
' i t o Cjmnr- ***** — " -

[Special Correspondence.] 
Hanna occasionally tells an uncon­

scious truth. In one of his recent noon­
day speeches in New York city he said: 

"In this political struggle, where the 
issue is the prosperity of the country, 
we must brush everything else aside.". 

Now, what Hanna really meant was 
that the republicans consider the pros­
perity of the trusts the chief issue. To 
insure that everything else must be 
brushed aside. 

But he literally and unintentionally 
indorses the democratic position in 
saying that the prosperity of the whole 
country is the issue. The democrats 
contend that we have had trust pros­
perity and not that of the whole people. 
In fact, the masses have been heavily 
assessed in order to pile up trust mil­
lions. 

There isn't any doubt about the real­
ity of trust prosperity. When the wire 
trust makes $15,000,000 in six months it 
is prosperous. But in order to do that 
it doubles the price of barbed wire to 
the farmers and closes five factories, 
throwing thousands of men out of 
w prje. 

The republicans believe in encourag­
ing this sort of trust prosperity. It 
does not matter to them that the work­
man and the farmer have less than be­
fore the trust was organized. 

Trust Prosperity* 
The coal combine is prosperous. It 

has a monopoty of the anthracite coal 
of the world. By working its men long 
hours and at low wages it secured the 
largest output of coal this year that 
was ever known in the anthracite field. 
Recently it has advanced the price of 
coal two dollars a ton to the consumer. 
The advance alone nets the coal trust 
$2,000,000 a week. 

How about the miners who dig the 
coal out of the earth? They are not 
prosperous. In fact, they have been 
so near starvation that they recently 
went on strike. Then public attention 
was called to the awful conditions un­
der which the coal combine forced its 
men to work. An average wage of 90 
cents a day. Only 180 days of work 
last year. The miner furnishes his own 
blasting powder at $2.50 a keg. He 
eould buy it for 90 cents from anjbody 
but "the company." 

The miner never sees a dollar of cash 
from one end of the year to the other. 
He is forced to trade at the "company 
store." There he pays from 40 to 60 
per cent, more than even the tryst 
prices on necessaries in the open mar­
ket. 

If his family is ill the miner must 
patronize the company doctor. He even 
lives in the company hut, by courtesy 
called a house. 

( The miners' strike caused the whole 
country to draw the contrast between 
the prosperity of the coal combine and 
the starvation of its employes. 

The republican party has made it 
clear that it favors trusts. In four 
years President McKinley has not ac­
quired courage enough to interfere 
with any trust, no matter how illegal 
or unjust its transactions. 

Hanna's Fears . 
Now Hanna fears that the miners' 

strike will defeat the republican party 
next month. He is trying to patch up 
a compromise which will send the men 
back to work until after election. 

Unfortunately for Mr. Hanna's plans, 
the miners want their union recognized 
if any concessions are to be made. 
They know that if the operators deal 
with them as individuals all conces­
sions are likely to be revoked immedi­
ately after election. If an advanced 
wage scale were signed there might be 
some hope of permanency. 

In any case, the operators will make 
the consuming public pay the bills. If 
the miners go back to work this week 
at a ten per cent, advance in wages the 
public will still be charged with the 25 
per cent, advance which went into ef­
fect immediately after the strike was 
declared. 

Bryan has called attention to the de­
plorable conditions under which the 
miners work. The democratic press has 
so successfully put before the public 
the justice of the miners' demands, 
that Hanna is forced to assume a sym­
pathy for the men which he does not 
feel. 

Even if the strike is settled before 
election, the public will not forget 
that the coal combine is still doing 
business at the old stand. The people 
want to replace McKinley by a presi-

i dent who will look out for the welfare 
of the masses. 

Republican Indifference. 
The Workingmen's Political league, 

of New York, has just passed resolu­
tions calling attention to the indiffer­
ence of Hanna and other republican 
leaders to labor troubles in the past 
four years. They declare that his in­
terest in settl ing the miners' strike at 
this time is a purely political one. 

They are entirely right. Hanna has 
always been the enemy of organized 
labor. He wrecked the Lake Seamen's 
union, of Cleveland, by his arbitrary 
and unreasonable attitude toward men 
who were only asking living wages and 
fair conditions of labor. I t is too late 
for Hanna to pose as a friend of the la­
boring man. His record is too well 
known. 

Judge W. A. Day, auditor of the treas­
ury under President Cleveland, has-
written a letter to Chairman Bichard-
son, of the democratic congressional 
committee, in which he scores Hanna 
for askings the country to "Trust Mc­
Kinley" to deal with the trtts'ts. %& 

Judge Day declares that McKinley's 
attorney general deliberately refused 
to enforce the Sherman anti-trust law, 
even after the supreme court of the 
United States declared that the Trans-
Missouri'Freight association and sim­
ilar combines were criminal ^associa-

titons, ^Emm^t^ndn 
^ypn. the-TransnMBssouri ease the su­
preme court decision was filed Id days 
after McKinley was elected- Jt only 
remained for the attorney general to 

direct the punishment. TJiis was never 
done. The Joint Traffic association was 
another trust which came under the 
jurisdiction of the Sherman law. Pres­
ident McKinley and his attorney gen­
eral refused to enforce even the anti 
trust law already in existence. 

If President McKinley has not done 
his plain duty in relation to trusts in 
the past four years, the people have no 
reason to trust him for another term 
of office. 

ADOkPH PATTERSON. 

GRAIN DEALERS' TRUST. 

Gl*antle , Conspiracy to Rob 
Farmers of the United 

States. 

the 

A LITTLE NONSENSE. 

P. E. Dowie, member of the execu­
tive committe of the National Demo­
cratic Traveling Men's association, 
and of the Commercial Travelers' Anti-
Trust league, arrived in Chicago a few 
days ago. He has just completed an 
extensive tour of Missouri, Nebraska 
and Iowa. 

"I have recently discovered," said 
Mr. Dowie, "a gigantic conspiracy to 
rob the farmers of the country. This 
latest product of monopoly includes 
in i ts membership about 600 big grain 
dealers and elevator men in the terri­
tory extending from St. Paul on the 
north to Kansas City on the south, in­
cluding the states of Wisconsin, Min­
nesota, North and South Dakota, 
Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas. 

"All of the 600 and more members ot 
this newest thing in trusts, are 
pledged to buy grain at one and one-
half cents low, that is below the cash 
price, and to store for not less than 
one and one-half cents profit. The as­
sociation engineering the scheme is to 
fix the selling price. Forty per cent, 
of the profits are to go to the asocia-
tion, the balance going to the dealers 
who are parties to the swindle. 

"Grain dealers in the sections where 
the trust is at work have been in­
duced to sign contracts and a regular 
system of inspection guarantees 
against cutting prices. Grain stations 
are established here and there, and at 
each station the trust has an agent 
who has authority to inspect the 
books of any member of the associa­
tion. A membership fee of $50 is 
charged. A fine of $100 is imposed if 
the agreement is broken, and $50 is 
charged for reinstating a member who 
has violated any of the terms of the 
pact. 

"On its part, the association guaran­
tees the grain dealers who enter into 
the agreement protection from 
changes in ownership of elevators 
where they may have their grain 
stored. If an elevator attempts to 
break away or to run independent, 
they guarantee to have its supply of 
cars shut off, so that i t cannot ship 
grain to market in opposition to the 
trust. 

"Since I have discovered the conspir­
acy, a few days since, I have been 
collecting information concerning it. 
I ascertained to-day that the pro­
moter and organizer of the trust is an 
ardent republican and superintendent 
of one of the largest elevators in the 
country. 

"The practical workings of this 
combination to rob the farmer are not 
difficult to see. By getting all the 
grain dealers of a community enrolled 
as members, i t is impossible for the 
farmers of that section to sell to any­
one outside the trust or to ship their 
grain away. They must stand the 
loss of a cent and a half a bushel on 
the price of their grain in order to 
find a market. I am not ready to give 
the names, but will do so soon." 

It is said that the new movement to 
compel the farmers in the states men­
tioned to accept less than the market 
price to realize on their crops had its 
inception in Chicago, and that several 
of the big elevator men and grain 
dealers are interested in it. 

DESERTED BY RELATIVES. 

Members off the McKinley Family 
Who 'Will Vote for Bryan 

This Year. 

President McKinley appears to have 
been deserted by his own kith and kin. 
So far the returns indicate that only 
"Brother Abner" remains loyal to the 
political fortunes of the republican im-
perator. 

Mr. McKinley has relatives of near 
and remote degree in many parts of 
the country, and these, almost without 
exception, will vote this year for Mr. 
Bryan, although most of them sup­
ported "Cousin William" in 1896. 

Several weeks ago there appeared a 
list of McKinley's relatives who had 
repudiated their kinsman. An addi­
tional list has been furnished by Wil­
liam W. McKinley. of Kosciusko coun­
ty, Ind., who vouches for its accuracy. 
The list follows: 

Preston H. McKinley, of Harper 
eounty, Kan. 

Dr. L. D. McKinley, of Topeka, Kan. 
William W. McKinley, of Kosciusko 

county, Ind. 
B. H. McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind. 
W. J. McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind. 
John W. McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind. 
Samuel McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind. 
Thomas McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind, 
James McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind. 
Robert McKinley, Delaware county, 

Ind. 
George McKinley," Delaware county, 

Ind. 
These are all relatives of President 

McKinley. William W. and B. H. are 
first cousins; W. J. and Samuel are 
second cousins, while the others are 
third cousins of the Canton man. One 
of them is postmaster in his Indiana 
town, while all are prominent and 
reputable citizens. They declare they 
cannot vote for their relative and will 
cast their ballots in November for Bry­
an and Stevenson. r ^ 

— W h i l e Mark Hanna is engaged In 
what he calls "tearing the mask from 
the face of that hypocrite, William J. 
Bryan," he might take a snatch at the 
mask on the face of the hypocrite who 
declares that "there is not a trust in 
the, entire United States" and then 
holds up the trusts for $30,000,000.— 
St. Louis B e p u W » g g f o j 

"Here, waiter, you have charged fo* 
three soups instead of two." "Yes, 
sir; there is the one I spilled on mad-
ame's dress."—Journal Amusant. 

He—"Well, there's one thing; you 
never hear of a man wishing he was 
% woman." She—"Of course not. It 
might be his fate to marry some hor­
rid! man."—Boston Transcript. 

Alice—"She says she married him 
because he was different from t h e 
other men she knew." Maud—"He 
must have proposed to her."—Town 
Topics. 

"Say, teacher, here's a snake called 
the Annycondi, an' it takes it a week 
to digest i ts food," "Yes. Willie. 
What of i t?" "Well, would it be right 
to say i t had a weak digestion?"— 
Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Detective Whelan—"If you * would 
tell us who your pals in this job were 
i t would go easier for you." Prisoner 
Casey (hotly)—"Do yez think for wan 
minute I'd iver give Dan Leary an* 
Mike Connor away?" — Indianapolis 
Sun. 

"Hello, Jasper," exclaimed Spend­
ers, stopping his rich uncle's valet, 
"how's uncle this morning?" "Well, 
sir, he says he thinks he needs a 
change of heir." "So he's sent you 
for the doctor, eh?" "No; his law­
yer."—Philadelphia Press. 

Brown—"Dumleigh must be gett ing 
along bravely with his French studies. 
He says that he has got so that he 
can think in French." Black— 
"Shouldn't wonder. You see, he 
wasn't handicapped like the rest of 
us, who have been in the habit of 
thinking in English."—Boston Tran­
script. 

Queenly Kindness.—"I think," said 
little Frances, who had been study­
ing her history lesson, "that i t would 
be very kind of Queen Victoria if she 
would die this year " "That is a sin­
gular remark," said Frances' mother. 
"What do you mean?" "It would be 
such an easy date for future history 
classes to remember." — Pittsburgh 
Chronicle-Telegraph. 

SNAKE DANCE FOR PROFIT. 

BIoa.nl Indians Use the Annual Shot* 
as a Source of Livelihood—Com­

mercial Feature Prominent. 

j^jt«- So long a s the trusts can com­
mand a Sufficient number of troops, 
industrial slavery '"will continue tof^ 
whistle for emancipation. — Houston 
Post.,, ' t- 'SPy 

The commercial spirit has taken 
possession of the Moqui Indians of 
Arizona, and they no longer allow 
white tourists to witness their an­
nual snake dance without compensat­
ing them. I t is only within a few 
years that whites have been allowed 
near the Indian settlements while the 
dance was m progress Camera fiends 
came with the tourists, and after the 
Indians became convinced that their 
religious ceremonies were being 
turned into account by the onlookers 
they resolved to have a share of the 
unlooked-for prosperity. Besides, Ari­
zona has been parched with drought 
to an unusual extent this summer, 
and the Indians needed the money, 
says the Chicago Tribune. 

Nothing more revolting and horri­
ble than this snake dance can well be 
imagined. I t is hard on the snakes 
themselves, to say nothing of* those 
who witness the strange ceremonies. 
Eight days before the one great day 
of the dance the snake priests scour 
the deserts for snakes. They cap­
tured for the last dance about 200, 
mostly rattlers from four to five feet 
long, and penned them in a chamber 
near the altars. On the day of the 
ceremony the antelope priests did 
much of the preliminary dancing, and 
the women sprinkled the sacred corn-
meal everywhere it was supposed to 
be essential. Meantime, the snakes 
were removed to a more convenient 
pen near the dance ground. All 
seemed to be in readiness for the 
grand dance of the occasion, and the 
tourists secured commanding posi­
tions for their cameras. But there 
was a hitch in the programme, and 
the whites were informed that the 
show would not proceed until a purse 
of so many dollars was made up. The 
show was deemed worth the price, 
and the tourists passed the hat and 
secured the amount. 

Much of the ceremony was tedious­
ly dull even for the Indians, but when 
the snake feature was introduced 
there was action enough for all. Fan­
tastic were the clothes of the partici­
pants in the dance. They were new, 
too, and gotten up for the occasion. 
After the prayers and chants had 
been sung the snake priests in groups 
of three advanced to the pen of the 
snakes. One from each group seized 
a snake, grasping the body in his 
hands and putting the neck into his 
mouth, the head to the left. The 
other two members of the groups 
took parts in the ceremonies after 
the dance had been completed, and 
the snakes had been thrown upon 
the ground. After each priest had 
thrown his snake into the circle, and 
the remaining snakes in the pen had 
been released, on a signal every priest 
rushed for them, attempting to grasp 
as many as he could. 

No attempt was made to avoid bites, 

;
nd the angry and frightened rep­
lies coiled, hissed and struck at ran­

dom until i t seemed that every priest 
in the wild scramble must have been 
bitten time and again. Later they re­
tired and dosed themselves with a 
powerful emetic, supposed to be an 
antidote for snake bites. Then they 
returned and took part in the weird 
dance, and the feast which followed 
it . The antelope priests also reap­
peared after- the snake dance and re­
sumed the ceremonies of their rank, 

Pnlllnn- Strength off Elephants . 
I t is difficult to estimate the pull­

ing strength of an elephant, for the 
simple reason that the strongest ani­
mals in captivity are not the pos­
sessors of the sweetest tempers, and 
accordingly their keepers are chary 
of allowing them to be attached to 
dynamometers, not caring to specu­
late as t o what the end would be 
were the mammoth t o "lose his hair.'* 
Tests which have been made with aver­
age-sized^ Animals, however, prove 
that a healthy young Jumbo of 18 
summers or-thereabouts can make a 
dynamometer register 5% tons dead 
weight: I n carder t o ge t an idea of 
whatHhis represents i t may be stated" 
that a pair of powerful horses could 
only register-a ton and a fifth b y f 

their united efforts.—Chicago Chron-! 
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The Lasy Man. 
If a lazy man is comfortable, he isi- "fI 
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