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SCANDINAVIAN NEWS 
Interesting Notes From Across the 

Ocean. 

MPPEKINGS IN THE FATHERLAND. 

Princ ipal Events That Have Occurred 
In the Old Countries About the 

Korth Sea With in a Week 
or So Just Past. 

JiORWAT. 
_ An Italian named lllineb, for some 

t ime past, has been exhibiting differ­
ent trained animals at the Tivoli va­
riety theater, Kristiania Mr Thor­
sen, a representative of the Woman's 
Society for the Protection of Animals, 
made strong objections to the exhibi­
tions, but the police could not make 
out a case of cruelty to animals Mr. 
Thorsen now resorted to new methods. 
Instead of writ ing in Aftenposten he 
attended the performances every even­
ing and invariable whistled when Mr. 
l l l ineb exhibited his animals. This 
made the hot-headed man of the south 
so angry that upon meeting Thorsen 
one day he challenged him to a duel. 
Being informed that matters' are not 
settled in that manner in Norway, Mr. 
l l l ineb gave his tormentor a bio sv over 
his right eye with his fist and ran 
away before Mr. Thorsen's cane began 
to play. The matter was reported to 
the police, and Mr. Thorsen demanded 
the most severe punishment But 
when both parties to the squabble had 
cooled down somewhat a compromise 
was effected on a cash basis, Mr ll l i­
neb paying a fine of 8,>7 to the woman's 
society. 

It is reported from Arendal that gold 
has been found in Kolt and at several 
places in Froland 

The managers of the Kristiania 
steam kitchen have resolved that the 
'"pure, or legal, colors of Norway 
shall not be raised above the building. 

The capacity of the Borge stone 
quarrj and stone dressing establish­
ment near Kristiania will be largely 
extended next summer, a part of a 
neighboring mountain having been se­
cured. 

The fifth popular edition of Bjorn-
son's stories nas appeared 

" V Poem about Death," a large paint­
ing by Skredsvig, has been secured for 
Our bavior's church, Kristiania, by 
private subscription. 

Asbjornsen and Sevtvedt s saw mill 
at |Sarpsborg and about one-third of 
the lumber on hand w ere consumed by 
fire in the middle of the day. entailing 
a loss of 870,000 

The managers of the National thea­
ter have ordered a copy of Skeibrok's 
bust of Bjornson in bronze. 

It is proposed to bnild a new factory 
at Lillehammer for the manufacture of 
copper and brass plates, wires, screens, 
etc. Norway produces the copper, ex­
ports it, and imports it again in the 
shape of ready-made goods. Some 
thrifty business men thought it would 
be a good thing to do the manufactur­
ing at home, hence the new enterprise. 

The assessed valuation of the city of 
Trondhjem is about $11,000,000, and 
the income 83,050,000. 

Sathre's hospital for the insane, Ber­
gen, has been sold to the state for S8,-
000. 

For years past the state has been 
operating the Kongsberg silver mines 
at a loss. A few days ago a rich vein 
was struck. It yields 50 pounds of sil­
ver per cubic meter of ore, while 24 
pounds to the cubic meter is considered 
a paying quantity 

The latest reports from the fishing 
grounds are more favorable Up to 
April 3 about 24,000,000 codfish had 
been caught, as compared with 16,500.-
000 in 1900 

The imort of woolen goods has de­
creased about 40 per cent since 1S95. 
This is largely due to the protective 
tariff The mills at home now supply 
the demand for the coarser grades of 
goods, while the finer goods are im­
ported. 

Abel Bergstrom, who has been con­
nected wi th Aas agricultural college 
since 1860, retired from active life the 
1st of April. He was born in Sweden 
in 1834. but has spent his life among 
the Norwegians. The decided success 
of the above institution is largely due 
to the tireless efforts of Mr. Bergstrom. 

The Trondhjem linen mills will be 
closed because it does not pay to oper­
ate them 

SWEDEN. 
The second chamber of the riksdag, 

after a protracted debate, permitted 
the construction of a railway from 
from Kiruna to Svappavaara. 

The second chamber of the riksdag 
voted down a motion to give i ts mem­
bers free passes on the railroads. 

Nykoping is to have a new Sulphite 
factory at a cost of 8100,000. 

Bishop von Scheele is to leave for the 
United States in October 

Rev. G. Hogner has been appointed 
to go to the Shetland islands to tend to 
the religious wants of several hundred 
Swedish fishennen who spend the sum­
mer season in that locality. His resi­
dence wil l be at Balta sound 

One hundred young ladies are attend-
a course of instruction which is given 
for th benefit of those who are under 
obligation to serve as sick nurses in the 
army in case of war Nothing l ike 
this has ever been attempted in Swe-
een before, and the young ladies are 
pursuing their studies with wonderful 
enthusiasm. 

The present session of the riksdag is 
not expected to close until some time 
in June 

Rich deposits of gold are said to have 
been discovered in the Gellivare mining 
region. The exact locality is known 
to only a very few., 

About twenty men representing the 
peat drying industry of Southern Swe­
den held a convention at Esiof and 
agreed to reduce their prices, and also 
passed a resolution in favor'of a re­
duction in railway rates. Those at­
tending the convention handled 50,000 

,. tons of peat last summer. ' 
•* Both houses of the riksdag have 
• f passed the laborers' accident insurance 
',1 bill drawn up by the government. 
"0f The town of Hoor has been lighted 
J | ,w i th electricity since April 10. 
[f||;f The riksdag has resolved to add 80 
«$ '' teachers to the corps of instructors of 

t h e higher institutions of learning. 

The government, in order to make 
the path of the army reorganization 
bill through the riksdag a little 
smoother, has appointed a committee t c 
revise the penal code of the army so as 
to make it more humane, ''and make 
the difference between this and the 
civil laws less than i t is at present.' 
The committee is composed of some of 
the most illustrious men in the king­
dom 

The city of Malmo has 60,454 inhabi­
tants, of whom 28,092 are males and 
32,362 females. 

The exact number of persons depend­
ing upon the fisheries along the coast 
of Malmohus province for a living was 
5,194 in 1900, and their aggregate in­
come was §164,700. These returns are 
below the average. 

A new peat drying establishment 
will soon be constructed in Rone, Got­
land. 

The city council of Hernosand ha<= 
subscribed 880,000 to the proposed Norr 
land coast railway. 

Prof Otto Nordenskjold has just re 
turned from London, where he spent 
some time making arrangements foi 
his South Pole expedition. He has al­
ready raised 830,000 of the 840,000 which 
the expedition is to cost, and he thinks 
it will be an easy matter to raise the 
balance. He intends to engage Capt 
Larsen, a Norwegian, as commander ol 
the Antarctic, which Prof. Norden­
skjold has purchased for the expedi­
tion. There will be 28 persons on 
board the ship, and the expedition will 
leave Gothenburg Sept. 4. Arof Nor­
denskjold will co-operate to a certain 
extent with similar expeditions from 
Germany and England. 

Two '•national" concerts were re­
cently given in Stockholm to test the 
work of those Swedish poets who are 
competing with each other in an at­
tempt to write a satisfactory national 
hymn. A committee had selected ten 
of the best songs written by the com­
peting poets and all of these ten were 
sung by the * national choir," which 
was accompanied by the music band of 
the Gota body guard. The attendance 
was large at both concerts, but no 
number was received with marked en­
thusiasm ' Du Svenska bygd, du hem 
i Nord" (Thou Swedish settlement, 
thou home in the North.) by Gosta, re­
ceived 683 out of the 1,343 votes cast 
by those who attended the concerts 
One poem out of the ten received only 
17 votes This way of producing a na­
tional hymn is new, but so far its suc­
cess is bj no means unqualified. 

DENMARK. 
The new folkething is composed of 45 

farmers and landowners, 12 journalists, 
S teachers, .> tenant farmers, 4 business 
managers, 3 lawyers, 3 merchants, 2 
ex-members of the cabinet, 2 carpen­
ters, 2 sea captains, 2 candidates of 
theology. 1 doctor of philosophy, 1 can­
didate of philosophy, 1 painter, 1 ma­
chinist, 1 maker of wooden shoes, 1 
druggist, 1 cigar manufacturer, 1 book 
dealer. 1 wholesale dealer, 1 superin­
tendent of schools, 1 alderman, 1 state 
auditor, 1 broker, 1 house owner, 1 
count,, 1 physician, 1 publisher, 1 city 
mayor. 

A rumor which was started in Copen­
hagen and reported to foreign papers 
Jto the effect that Mr. Bramson, the 
minister for home uffairs, had handed 
in his resignation, is absolutely with­
out foundation. No changes in the 
cabinet wi l l take place in the immedi­
ate future. 

Christoffer Krabbe, conservative, was 
the only candidate for the folkething 
from the Kollundborg district. On h is 
tickets were 46 more nays than ayes, 
but as no one person received more 
votes than he did, he was elected any­
how. 

The Copenhagen butchers' guild is 
just 450 years old. 

J. K. Johansen, a recruit at Randers, 
has been arrested on account of having 
written a newspaper article under the 
heading, -The Military Humbug." 

Denmark's oldest inhabitant, Karen 
Jensen Brodbak, of Holstebro, com­
pleted her 104th year April 4. 

Henrik Cavling, beyond comparison 
the brightest and most interesting 
Danish journalist of the day, is com­
pleting a large volume on a ten months' 
trip to the Orient. 

The laborers in the iron industries 
are demanding a reduction of thirty 
minutes in the working day and an in­
significant increase in the wages of the 
most poorly paid laborers. The em­
ployers »have combined for a deter­
mined resistance, and there is talk of a 
general lockout. The employers claim 
they are unable to pay higher wages 
on account of foreign competition, and 
the workingmen claim that they can­
not live decently unless their wages 
are raised. 

WHAT THE DOCTOR SAYS. 

The larynx of man is twice the 
size, on an average, of the same or­
gan In woman. 

Out of 1,614 people iooculated last 
year in Paris for hydrophobia there 
were only four deaths. 

Man's average temperature is 99 
degrees F&hrenheit; a pigeon's, 109 
degrees, and a chicken, 111 degrees. 

A boy in Hackensack, N. J., died 
from a disease of the liver caused 
from the kiss of a dog. He had been 
ill a year from, it i s said, hydatids 
of the liver, a disease transmitted 
from dogs. Dr. H. D. Gill, professor 
of surgery in the American veter­
inary college, says: ''Almost every 
germ disease may be transmitted by 
a dog. Many of these diseases are 
incurable. I do not doubt that great 
numbers of persons die of disease 
transmitted to them in this manner. 
I know of individual cases." 

SOME JAPANESE PROVERBS. 

All evil doing clings to the body. 
Even worthless people can make a 

crowd. 
To become an abbot one must begin 

as a novice. 
The fallen blossom never returns to 

the branch. 
The mouth i s the front gate of all 

misfortune. 
Wheresoever one's home is, there is 

the capital city. 
Never let go the reins of the wild 

colt of the heart. 
With one hair of a woman you can 

tether even a great elephant. 
Good actions g o not outside the 

gate ; bad actions travel a thousand 
miles. , , , 

THE PATENT OFFICE. 

One of the Most Important Branches 
of Our Government. 

Founded by the F r a m e n of the Com­
mutation and Carefully Nursed 

by the Officers First Placed 
in Charge of It. 

[Special Washington Letter.] 

FOB the first time in two score 
years the patent office has suf­
ficient room for the transac­

tion of i t s voluminous and increasing­
ly important business. The interior 
department building, one of the most 
beautiful structures in this city, was 

WILLIAM THORNTON. 
(First Patent Clerk of the United States.) 

overcrowded for many years, and its 
magnificent corridors were disfigured 
with book racks and other official im­
pedimenta. But when the new post 
office department edifice was con­
structed, and that department was 
moved from its quarters opposite the 
interior department, the building 
which it had occupied since 1846 was 
taken possession of by the interior 
department; and this gave an oppor­
tunity for the commissioner of pat­
ents to so arrange the working force 
of his office that business might be 
carried on in a s js tematic manner. 

By a wise pro\ision of the consti­
tution of our republic (article 1, par­
agraph 8 of section 8), the congress 
was given power to promote the prog­
ress of science and the useful arts, 
by securing to authors and inventors, 
for limited times, the exclusive right 
to their respecthe writings and dis­
coveries. This portion of the con­
stitution was obtained through the 
efforts of James Madison and Charles 
Pinckney, and was the beginning of 
the patent system. The first general 
law providing for patents was passed 
in 1790, and the first patent issued 
was to Samuel Hopkins, July 31, 1790, 
for making pot and pearl ashes. 

Under this patent law the office 
fees were paid to the state depart­
ment clerks who made out the pat­
ent. The fees amounted to $3.70, and 
ten cents for every 100 words for fil­
ing the specification. The chief clerk 
of the state department issued the 
patent and received the fees as a part 
of his salary. Under this law, which 
was repealed in 1793, there was no 
latent office, and not even a division 
of patents. A new law was passed 
in 1793, and several amendments 
made thereafter. The issuing of pat­
ents, however, still remained in the 
state department. 

In 1800 the department of state re-
nun ed to Washington and took up 
its quarters at Pennsylvania avenue 
and Twenty-first street; and in May, 
1S02, President Jefferson appointed 
William Thornton as a clerk at $1,400 
per 3 ear to have charge of the is­
suing of patents. This William 
Thornton was an interesting char­
acter, especially to inventors and 
Washingtonians. An excellent por­
trait of him hangs in the commission­
er's room in the patent office. Thorn­
ton had charge of the patent affairs 
from 1802 to his death in 1828. He 
was an intimate friend of Washing­
ton, and was by him appointed one 

DR THOMAS JONES. 
(Second Superintendent of the United 

States Patent Office ) 
of the three commissioners to survey 
and lay out the federal capital. 
Thornton's house, at 1331 F street, 
was one of the first private residences 
to be erected in Washington. 

He was an Englishman and was 
born on the island of Tortola, his 
uncle being at that time president 
of the island. He first met Washing­
ton at Philadelphia and became a 
warm friend of the "Father of His 
Country," and his home on F street 
in Washington became a familiar re­
sort of Washington when he was 
president. 

A story is told of him that during 
(he war of 1S12, when the British cap-
t i r e d the city of Washington and de­
stroyed the capitol building, a loaded 
cannon was trained upon the patent of­
fice for the purpose of destroying it, 
and he is said to have put himself be­
fore the gun, and in a frenzy of ex­
citement exclaimed: "Are you Eng­
lishmen or only Goths and vandals? 
This is the patent office, a depository 
of the ingenuity and inventions of the 
American-nation, in which the whole 
civilized world is interested. Would 
you destroy i t? If so, fire away, and 
let the charge pass through my body." 
The effect is said t o have been magvsal 
upon the soldiers, and to have 
saved the patent office from destruc­
tion. 

In 1821 Thorato^ assumed the t i t le 
of superintendent, and was so regie* 
tered in the government blue book, 
but it was not until 1830 that the 
law recognized the t i t le by specifically 
mentioning the office. 

The 1810 congress 'authorized the 
purchase of a building for the pot t of­

fice and the keeper of the patents. 
Into this building, where the post offics 
now stands, Thornton moved the rec­
ords, etc., of the patent office. 

In 1816 the personnel of the patent 
office consisted of Superintendent 
William Thornton, $1,400; Clerk Wil­
liam Elliott, $500; and Messenger Ben­
jamin Fenwick, $72 per annum. 

Dr. Thomas Jones, who succeeded 
Dr. Thornton as superintendent of the 
patent office, was born in Hereford­
shire county, England, in 1774. In 1826 
he founded the famous Franklin Jour­
nal at Philadelphia. On April 12,1828, 
he removed to Washington and took 
charge of the patent office under 
Henry Clay, secretary of state. This 
position he held until after the organ­
ization of the patent office under the 
act of July 4, 1S36, at which time 
Hon. H. L. Ellsworth was made com­
missioner at a salary of $3,000 per an­
num, and Charles M. Keller and Dr. 
Jones were appointed the next year 
examiners at a salary of $1,500 per 
year. The officials of the office under 
Dr. Jones' reign were William Elliott, 
clerk, at a salary of $1,000 a j ear ; Al­
exander Mclntire, clerk, at $800, and 
B. Fenwick, messenger, at $400. Dr. 
Jones resigned his position in 1838 at 
the age of 64. 

In 1836 a new law was passed which 
was a return to the American system 
The law established the patent office 
as a bureau under the department of 
state, and put it in charge of a chief 
officer to be called the commissioner 
of patents, at a salary of $3,000 per 
annum, his duty being, under the di­
rection of the secretary of state, to 
superintend the issuing of patents. 
The law further provided for a chief 
clerk, "an examining clerk," at $1,500; 
two other clerks, one of them to be a 
competent draughtsman; one other 
clerk, a machinist and a messenger. It 
provided also a seal for the office, and 
required that the patent should issue 
under that seal, and be signed by the 
secretary of state and countersigned 
by the commissioner. 

The first patent issued under this 
law was to Hon. John. Buggies, for lo­
comotive engines on inclined planes. 

Henry L. Ellsworth was appointed 
the first commissioner under this law 
and Charles M. Keller examining clerk, 
and thereupon the present system of 
examinations began. Later the office 
was transferred from the department 
of state to the interior department. 

HON H. L ELLSWORTH. 
(First Commissioner of the United Stated 

Patent Office.) 

Every man has more or less inventive 
instinct, and there are thousands of 
attorneys throughout the land who 
devote their time and attention to the 
study of patent law, and to the inter­
ests of their inventive clients. 

And right here, to be practical rath­
er than historical and discursive, let it 
be known that no man, be he attorney 
or claim agent, can secure a patent for 
anj body by the use of money to influ­
ence a decision. No man should allow 
himself to be deceived on that score. 
Any attorney or claim agent who in­
timates anything of that character 
should be set down as a fraud. The 
commissioners and the assistant com­
missioners are always men of high 
character, standing well in their home 
communities and in this community. 
The examiners and clerks are honor­
able men. Eeach case receh es as care­
ful consideration as any case in a court 
of justice. Each case is decided upon 
its merits. Because of the careful con­
sideration given to each case there are 
necessary delays which are often ex­
asperating to the inventors who be­
lieve that their fortunes are being 
withheld from them, because each in­
ventor looks upon his model and be­
lieves, as Col. Sellers believed, that 
"There's millions in it." 

But there's not. The inventor usu­
ally gets some fame for his name; but 
the capitalist gets the cash-paying 
game. Poor men constitute a vast ma­
jority of inventors, probably because 
necessity is the mother of invention; 
but very few of them die any richer 
than they were born. SMITH D. FRY. 

He Was Cautious. 
Wederly—The doctor sa^s I must 

take more exercise. Do you think 1 
ought to begin with dumbbells? 

Mrs. Wederly—Suppose for a startei 
you come out with me this afternoon 
and wheel the baby carriage. 

"I—er—really, Mary, I couldn't 
think of it . I don't want to overdo the 
thing the first day."—Chicago Daily 
News. 

Luring; the Unwary. 
"I notice that the proprietor of th< 

restaurant next door displays the 
choicest cuts and the most delicious-
looking vegetables in front of the 
mirrors in his window." 

"Yes; he evidently likes to give th« 
people food for reflection."—Leslie'* 
Weekly. 

His Dilemma. 
Van Dorn—Why did Highflyer look 

so depressed this morning? 
Jelleby—Why, he called on Mabel 

Million last night and found Miss Dol­
lars and Miss Banks both there. 

Van Dorn—Well? 
Jelleby—Why, you see, he's engaged 

to all of them.—Leslie's Weekly. 

Misplaced Honors. 
Willie Borem (entertaining his sis­

ter's caller)—Do you like baseball 
very much, Mr. Jamaica? 

Mr. Jamaica—I never played ball 
much, Willie. I enjoy golf— 

Willie Borem (disappointedly) — 
Why, I heard pa tell Susan you was 
a great catch!—Brooklyn Eagle. 

Cents of Touch. 
Hix—Isn't i t wonderful what a deli­

cate sense of touch blind people have. 
Dix—Yes. Only this morning • 

blind beggar touched me for, ten cent* 
—Chicago Daily News . -

PERSONAL AND IMPERSONAL. 

Teople engaged in the manufacture 
of sulphate of quinine are apt to suf­
fer from distressing skin troubles. 

A London bootblack displays this 
sign in sight of his patrons: "If you 
like my work, tell your friends; if you 
don't like it, tell me." 

"A married lady would like work in 
a boarding house; one that can go 
home nights." This is an advertise­
ment from a Boston papej. 

Once, when twitted on his small size 
by a statesman of the strenuous type, 
Mr. Evarts retorted: "That remark 
proves what I have alwaj s asserted— 
that in your e\ es measui es w ere more 
important than men." 

The publishers of "Burke's Peerage" 
are ardently m favor of the growth of 
republican ideas in other countries 
than Great Britain, because they find 
that they sell more copies of that work 
in the United States than in any other 
country of the world. 

The late William M. Evarts was fond 
of the west, but fonder of the east. In 
an after-dinner speech at Omaha he 
once said: "I like the west. I like her 
self-made men, and the more I travel 
west the more I meet with the public 
men, the more I am satisfied of the 
truthfulness of the Bible statement 
that the wise men came from the 
east." 

John Wilkes Booth, the assasin of 
Abraham Lincoln, lies in an unmarked 
grave that, except perhaps to one or 
two persons, is also unknown. Dr. 
George L.Porter, of Bridgeport, Conn., 
who saw both the killing of Lincoln 
and the death and burial of Booth, 
says that Booth's body w as hidden in 
Washington arsenal, in a spot kept se­
cret. After that it was given to the 
family on condition that no monument 
nor e\ en a mound should mark its rest­
ing place. 

GOT HIS PAY AT LAST. 
Took Long Time to Get It But It Did 

&ot Stay by Him Any Great 
Length of Time. 

"I was an enumerator in 1890 down 
in Louisiana, and, being down on my 
uppers about that time, I was tickled 
enough to get the job," said Col. "Sim" 
Baston, the Chej enne (Wyo ) million­
aire, to a w riter in the New York Com­
mercial. "My bill against the govern­
ment was $119 and I used to lie awake 
nights planning how I -would blow the 
money in. I was terribly disappointed 
when the supervisor told me I would 
have to w ait for a government cheek. 
He said, however, that the remittance 
would be along in a few days, and I be­
gan to haunt the post office, expecting 
to get it in every mail. I kept that up 
for about GO da\s , and meanwhile 
missed several good chances of getting 
a iob. 

"About a month later the other boys 
received their checks, but mine failed 
to arrh e. I wrote a hot letter to Wash­
ington, telling the supervisor general 
all about my troubles, and in four or 
fh e weeks got a reply from the ninth 
deputy of the fourth assistant clerk 
of the acting superintendent of the 
bureau of kicks and wails. He said the 
records showed that all the enumera­
tors had been paid, intimated, cour­
teously, that I was a crook and bunko 
man, and requested me to fill out the 
inclosed blanks. They were forms for 
filing a claim against the government. 
I threw the bunch into the waste bas­
ket. I decided not to devote my en­
tire life to the collection of $119. I'll 
forget this, I said to myself, and try to 
live it down. 

"In the fall of 1894 I was spending 
my vacation at Denver, Col., when I re­
ceived a letter that had been chasing 
me all over the country and w as black 
with postmarks. It contained a check 
for $119, and a brief, cold, typewritten 
statement that the census bureau had 
found my account. I cashed the check, 
took the money to a faro bank around 
the corner, put it on the ace, and lost." 

ORIGIN OF THE SLAVS. 

As Accounted For by a Noted Polish 
Anthropologist of 

Europe. 

There has been considerable divers­
i ty of opinion concerning the ethnic 
affinities of the Sla\s , and Zaborowski 
returns to the subject in a recent num­
ber of the "Bulletins et Memoires de la 
Societe d'Anthropologie." His view is 
that the Slav s belong to the same race 
as the Celts of French anthropolo-
ogists , that is, being brunet brachy 
cephals.they are members of the Alp­
ine race, sa3's Nature. Their original 
home was that which is still occupied 
by the southern Slav between the Dan­
ube and the Adriatic, and they were 
allied to the inhabitants of the Ter-
ramara of Emilia. The northern Slavs 
migrated along the valley of the Vis­
tula and reached the shores of the 
Baltic, where they developed a civiliza< 
tion and introduced in this region the 
practice of burning their dead, which 
was previously unknown there; the,\ 
also brought with them metals and 
glass. Wherever the Slavs migrated 
they introduced the custom of incin­
eration, and carried with them the 
characteristic metal head rings the 
ends of which terminated in sigmoid 
curves. The settlement of Venede, on 
the Baltic, dates back to the fourth 
century B. C. The Baltic Slavs were 
profoundly affected by the expansion 
of the Germans, about the beginning oi 
our era, but apparently not until th« 
eighth century did Slavs colonize 
northern Russia. 

Kever Pleased. 
"People arc never satisfied," re­

marked the man with the mild eye 
and the gentle voice. 

"What is the difficulty?" 
"There is no real difficulty. I have 

merely been musing on how hard it 
is to please. When I was a boy peo­
ple used to scold me for reading ro­
mances and detective stories instead 
of Shakespeare. Now that I have 
grown older and really enjoy Shakes­
peare, they sneer and ask why I in­
sist on being such an old fogy."— 
Washington Star. 

The Worm Turned. 
"Are j o u going out to-night, dear?" 

said the husband to the emancipated 
woman. 

"I am. It is the regular weekly 
meeting of the lodge." 

"Then I want to say to you"—and 
there was an unusual defiance in the 
mild man's tone—"I want to say that 
if you are not home by 11 o'clock I 
shall go home to my father."—Leslie's 
Weekly. 

Commendable Forethought. 
"Your letters to me," said the af­

fianced bride one day, "are so cold and 
formal." 

"Surely, my dear," exclaimed the lit­
erary celebrity, stung by her re­
proach, "when they are published, 
after my death, they will be found to 
be models of composition, breathing 
the most exalted sentiments and 
couched in absolutely correct Eng­
lish!"—Chicago Tribune. 

Ready to Marry. 
Friend—And so you are to marry 

George Slimpurse? 
Sweet Girl—Yes, in a few weeks 

now. It will be a case of love in a cot­
tage, and we've found a little gem of 
a place out in the country. We shall 
be so happy. 

"I should like to meet him. Can't 
you have him here to tea some night?" 

"Impossible, my dear. The cook has 
left, and we are obliged to go to a 
restaurant for'meals."—N. Y. Weekly. 

A LANGLAGE LESSON. 

About the Size of It. 
The greatest bore upon this earth. 

The biggest nuisance known. 
Is he who talks about himself 

And his small affairs alone, 
When you think he ought to listen 

While jou talk about your own. 
—Chicago Daily News 

ACCOLNTED FOR. 

He—I always say what I think. 
She—I see you are extremely reti­

cent.—The King. 

A Danger, 
Whene'er man says "I'll speak my 

mind " 
In tones with anger reeking. 

He fails, > ou 11 very often find. 
To mind what he is speaking. 

—Washington Star. 

Artful Dodgrlnsr. 
Billson—Hello, Jimson! I've caught 

you at last. I'\e been trj-ing for three 
weeks to get hold of you, so as to 
pay j o u that ten dollars I owe you, 
but every time you suddenly disap­
peared. 

Jimson—Eh? Have you been want­
ing to see me for that? 

"Of course " 
"Great snakes! I thought you want­

ed to borrow more."—X. Y. Weekly. 

\. Little Too Fast . 
"Look here, sir," said the irate cus­

tomer to the dry goods clerk; "you 
sold me a piece of goods warranted a 
fast color. It was green when I 
bought it, and now it has turned to a 
sickly blue in less than two weeks." 

"Well, madam," expostulated the 
clerk, "you could hardly expect a 
color to go faster than that."—Leslie's 
Weekly. 

His Epitaph. 
Here lies what is left 

Of little Bub Carroll 
He was cleaning his gun, 

And blew down the barrel. 
—Chicago Tribune 
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Viennese Mutt's. 
A peasant woman in Vienna is sel­

dom seen in winter without her mufl 
of dilapidated fur, writes a traveler. 
She may carry a hod of bricks, or a 
shovel, or drag a wagon with one 
hand, but the other will be secure 
from the weather. It is not an un­
usual sight in the Austrian capital to 
see women working in the street, re­
pairing pavements and making 
trenches, swinging pick and handling 
shovel in the most masterly .fashion. 
These women wear almost any sort 
of costume that may be at hand. To 
their backs are often strapped bas­
kets containing heavy burdens, or 
mayhap the family «herub swung 
over the shoulders in a shawl.—N. Y. 
Sun. 

A Tardy Acknowledgement. 
Wife—I never knew anyone that was 

so indisposed t o action as you are. 1 
don't believe j ou were ever in a hurry 
in your life. 

Husband—You are wrong, madam. 
You seem to forget the time when 1 
proposed t o you.—Bichmond Dispatch. 

Dooley—What's the matter wid ye, 
anyhow, Mike, ye are tattered an' tor-
run an' bitten an' scratched all over. 

Mick—Ay, and' me own dog done it! 
I went home sober last noight, an' the 
baste didn't know me!—Punch. 

A Wi«h. 
"Life's a dream," the bore declared, 

"We wake not till we die. ' 
"If so, I wish that you'd wake up," 

The other made repl>. 
—Phlladelph.a Press. 

Belated Wisdom. 
Mrs. Crimsonbeak—Do you think, 

John, a person gets wisdom with 
years? 

Mr. Crimsonbeak—Yes; if I had 
known as much 20 years ago as I do 
now, I never would have married.— 
Yonkers Statesman. 

Cholly—And now that you've fin­
ished school, Miss Daisy, I suppose you 
can conjugate lo^e in se\eral lan­
guages. 

Miss Daisy—No, but I can decline 
"i ou" in English —Harlem Life. 

The Variety of Night. 
Under the sun there s naught 

That's strange, 'tis true. 
But—mark me—e\ery month 

The moon is new* 
—Detroit Free Press 

Her Part of It. 
"And you made that hat yourself, 

Irene?" said the caller, in surprise. 
"Why, it's as good a job as if 3 ou had 
paid some milliner $25 for it " 

"I'll tell you how she made it," put 
in Miss Irene's younger brother, with 
the superior knowledge that comes to 
a boy in his second jear at manual 
training school. "She assembled it. 
She bought the parts and put them to­
gether."—Chicago Tribune. 

Hoodooed. 
Mrs. Crawford (after their first 

quarrel)—It was all \ our blame. Mam­
ma always said I was the one girl in a 
million. 

Crawford — A fellow can't play 
against such luck as that. Look what 
a chance I had to be happy for life, 
and to think that an old million-to-one 
shot had to come along and beat me 
out.—Judsre. 

Didn't Know. 
"If I should steal a kiss from you 
Pray, pretty maid, what would jou do'" 
With eyelids drooped she murmured. 

"W ell, 
Until jou do how can I tell?" 
—Harlem Life 

A MIST\KE SOMEWHEHE. 

HiBh Praise . 
Penelope—That was a fine mas­

querade ball, wasn't i t? 
Perdita—Wasn't i t? I never saw 

you look so well in my life.—Detroit 
Free Press. 

The Limit. 
Jaggles—How can you say I got the 

better of the trade when you have 
not s»een the horse I go t? 

Waggles—I saw the horse you had. 
—Judge. 

Mrs. O'Hoolihan—Faith, Moike, th* 
father was afther saym' me tongue 
was an orgin. Did iver ye hear th' 
loike? 

Moike—Bedad, an* it's a bad mish-
take he's afther makin'. Shore, an' 
they do say as how there be shtops to 
an orgm; but there's divil a shtop to 
yer tongue.—Detroit Free Press. 

Clothed Their Remarks. 
They both made protestations that 

Were most hard to belie\e. 
But he was talking through his hat, 

While she laughed in her sleeve. 
—Chicago Record. 

Must Have Jarred Him. 
"And then," she said in telling of 

the romantic episode, "she sprang to 
his arms." 

"She did?" 
"Of course. Do you doubt i t?" 
"Oh, no," he replied, "but, after see­

ing her, I can't help thinking that it 
must ha \e jarred him quite a bit."— 
Chicago Post. 

Obeying Orders. 
Mrs. Naggs (at telephone)—Is my 

husband in the office? 
Office Boy—No, ma'am. 
Mrs. Naggs—When will he be in? 
Office Bov—I can't nay. 
Mrs. Naggs—Why e m ' t you? 
Office Boy—Because he told me not 

to.—Chicago Daily News. 

The Secret of Her Success. 
"Mrs. Blithe seems to be >ery pop­

ular with the gentlemen. They all 
seem to be very anxious to have a 
word with her. Is she a brilliant con­
versationalist ?" 

"No, she is not a brilliant conver­
sationalist; but she makes every man 
think he is."—Leslie's Weekly. 

A Horse Xote. 
"I always did believe in exercise," 

said the old mule, who was in a rem­
iniscent mood, "but I must confess I 
never enjoyed taking it on the tow-
path." 

"Ah!" exclaimed his bright young 
grandson, "that was where you drew 
the line, eh?"—Philadelphia Press. 

v Explanatory. 
Ethel (aged six)—What does "alpha­

betical order" mean, Johnny? 
Johnny (a*ged se\en)—Oh, that's 

when ma orders us to mind our p's and 
q's!—Judge. 

The Real Trouble. 
"There is one trouble about the 

man who knows it all." 
"What is thatf" 
"So many of the things that ha 

knows are not true."—Town Topica> 
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