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ROTTENNESS IN

CITY FINANCES

Former -Administration of City of Willmar is
- Found $5,350.17 Shortin Clerk’s
Accounts and Records.

'RECORDS JUGGLED AND MISLEADING OR MISSING.

No Entry Made in Clerk’s Books For a Period of Ten Months Dur-

ing 1901----the Year of Much Revenue.

Electric

Supplies Not Accounted For.

Last Monday night the city council
accepted the report of the financial
expert, Mr. W. H. Donaldson, who
has spent six or seven weeks checking
up the finances of the city, and ordered
the same placed on file and published
in full in the official paper.

The report shows that the accounts
of the city during the flve last years
of Samuel Osmundson’s incumbency
are in very unsatisfactory shape and
in some cases missing. No attempt
was made to go back into the former
years of his incumbency.

It was first thought necessary only
to attempt to straighten out the finan-
cial reports of two years back, but
Mr. Donaldson found it necessary to
go back to the year when Mr. Otos
was recorder to get a starting point.
At this point, the report: says:

‘T found it necessary to examine the
first report made by the newly elected
recorder, that of March 20, 1899,
This statement on its face was plainly
erroneous. The uncollected light was
a charge in place of a credit and the
sales of merchandise was plainly out
of all proportion. It however bore
the signatures of the finance committee
as having been ‘‘examined and found
correct.’”’ It also contained a pre-
amble setting forth that the chairman
of said committee had been unable to
get the committee together, and that
he had personally made an examina-
tion of the report and would advise
the council to accept the same and
which was done without further ques-
tion. Had this report been read in
detail at the meeting of the council on
this occasion I question if some omne
of the aldermen present would not
have noticed the insignificant amount
of the receipts for electric light sup-
plies as reported and caused the same
to be investigated. The result would
have been the means of correcting an
abuse, that grew as the receipts in-
creased and %nally caused this investi-
gation to be made.”’

After reviewing the finances of ’98-'99
in detail, Mr. Donaldson comes to this
conclusion for the year:

“‘Going back to the total receipts of
the recorder, for the year ending
March 22nd, 1899, as above, we find,
by reference to the report of the
treasurer, that there was deposited of
the above receipts the sum of $16,334.
68, leaving a balance of $1,262.34,
unaccounted for. The report of the
record shows the total of receipts and
expenditures alike bringing down a
balance of $30.93 over draft in the
general fund, and a balance on hand
of $234.94 in the poor fund, agreeing

erfectly with the treasurer’s report.
is agreement with the treasurer
gives a semblance of correctness to
the report especially so when certified
as correct by the finance committee.
This id the report referred to in my
introductory, as being plainly in error
on its face. There does not seem to
be any excuse for the committee’'s
neglect to discover the discrepancy in
this report. The purchases of sup-
plies were $1,310.91 and the expenses
of wiring were $153.57. As these goods
were purchased only for installment
purposes, and were sold at a profit
the natural outcome would be more
sales than purchases, and the further
fact that the newly elected recorder
would be taking over the stock of
supplies and uncollected accounts of
his predecessor, the inference wouldbe
that the sales would be still further

- enlarged. This state of affairs should

have put them to an inquiry, at least.”’
For the year ending Mar. 20, 1900,
Mr. Donaldson found that the receipts,
including bond issue. had been $49,-
255.09. The deposits made by recorder
during year was $48,317,10, leaving a
shortage of 8037.99. There were
warrants amounting to #101.10 paid
twice during this and previous - yedr
owing to failure to mark ‘‘paid’’ on
same by treasurer before turning over
the paid warrants to the recorder.
For the fiscal year ending 'Ma.r. 20,
1901, Mr. Donaldson found a shortage

* of $1,235.70, making the total amount

not turned over during the three years
of $3,436.03. In accounting for the

shortage of this year the report states:
¢The reported sales of merchandise
were $504.73 whereas, the actual sales
were 81,307.05, a difference of 8712.32.
I am unable to arrive at any solution
of the method by which-he arrived at
his sales in a.ngi ear. Tt.lllmo tﬁglm-es lﬂg
» com an a8 co
i pm 1 was toymed to the con-

' gluniit:n that the amount was simply

necessary to balance the report.”’

' The large revenues of the year 1901-
02 were a temptation to hold out more
iihnhotom. The receipts, a8 near as
spould be ascertained by Mr. Donald-

# _son, for that year were $40,046.62.

The deposits were $37,251.58, a short-
age of $2,795.04. During ter months
of that year the clerk failed to keep
any record of his official transactions.
In regard to this the report says in
part:

‘“The books and records for ten
months of this year were not to be
found. A diligent search was made
by the clerk and myself for such rec-
ords without success, and it became
necessary to obtain the receipts from
sales of merchandise in some other
way.”? * * = ‘“‘By a fortunate
circumstance the superintendent of the
water and light department had pre-
served his record for installment and
labor during this period. It was in
diminutive form on pocket memoranda
but sufficient for the purpose and en-
abled me to obtain a complete an ac-
curate record of all the installment
and labor for the ten months referred
to. In order to obtain the sales of
fixtures, which for some reason, were
handled exclusively by the recorder,
I resorted to the invoices of the Gib-
son Gas Company and in nearly all
instances the name of purchaser, and
the amount charged, was penciled on
the bill. The payments for same were
usually made whan goods were de-
livered and by comparing the amounts
with the deposit slips obtained at
Bank of Willmar, I was enabled to
secure a very complete record of such
sales and collections.”’

Another interesting circumstance re-
garding the financial transactions of
this year is related in Mr. Donald-
son’s report as follows:

‘‘A turtherevidenceof discrepancy in
this report is shown in the deposits
of 81,200 to water and light fund and
$300 to general fund, made on the last
day of the fiscal year. An apparent
intent to cover into the treasury suf-
ficient funds to meet the face of the
report. The chairman of the finance
committee gave me the following in-
formation concerning this report;
‘‘that when it was first brought to him
for ;g)groval it showed a shortage of
$2,198.29, that the committee demanded
the amount made good before the
treasurer’s report was handed in to
the council, that on the same day the
recorder raised $1,500, for the purpose
and this accounts for the two deposits
made on the last day of the tscal
year, that he promised to turn over
his past due salary as collector,
which, together with certain bills paid
by him for freights and expenses
would cover the balance of $698.29.
Under these conditions the committee
approved of the report.”” I could not
find however that any bills were turned
in to cover this shortage, nor did he
convert his salary to the purpose.
On the contrary the warrant was paid
in cash and the shortage still remains
and is a part of the amount reported
at close of this report.’’

In the year 1902-03 the accounts of
the recorder and treasurer balance.

The net amountof the shortage found
by Mr. Donaldson is $5,350.17. In
commenting upon the shortage in sale
of supplies, Mr. Donaldson makes
this statemeot:

‘‘Lamps were given away and no
record kept of the purehases. The
reports each year showed a constan
increasing number of water and li
consumers, and still the amount of
sales was reported at less than one-
third of the purchases, to say nothin
of the cost of wiring. I find no recor
of the council asking for any inform-
ation on any of this, which, to me
seemed glaring inconsistencies.’’

The whole report consists of 24
closely type-written sheets and will
probably cover nearly two pages of a
newspaper. *

Mr. Donaldson makes a number of
suggestions. Among others may be
mentioned:

A thorough revision of charter.

Abolishing four justice courts and
establishing a municipal court.

Abolishing the gﬁlll tax and enforc-
ing the dog tax. e dog tax records
are the subject of some sarcastic re-
marks. :

Amendment of method of collecting
special assessments, so that they be
collected by city treasurer.

To check up by house to house can-
vase, at least once in three years,
consumers of city water.

An adjustment of prices of labor,

materials and service in the munieci-
pal light and water service.

The finance, committees during the
years examined were as follows, .the
first one mentioned in each case being
the chairman, ;

1898-'99—H. J. Ramsett, R. Ziese-
mer, R. Spicer.
1899-°00—W. T. Markhus, G. W.
Tyler, J. A. Hedin. :

1900-’01—W. T. Markbhus, G. W.
Tyler, J. A. Hedin.

1901-'02—W. T. Markhus, F. H.

-addresses of friends or relatives.

(of his friends alone ' and

Wold, T. K. Stalland.

1902-03—W. T. Markhus,
Williams, S. B. Qvale.

No action was taken at the council
meeting as to instructing city attorney
to institute proceedings to recover
shortage from bondsmen of city clerk.
Members of the council stated that the
report of the city attorney on proposed
blind-pig ordinance so nonplussed
them that the matter was overlooked.

John

‘ Wanted for Forgery.

A warrant asking for the arrest of
Harry Eck, formerly working for the
J. H. Wiggins Co., was sworn out in
Judge Otterness’ court on Monday, S.
E. Guetafson being the complaining
witnees and the state of Minnesots the
plaintiff. The preliminaries to this
action date back to August 1, when
Mr. Gustafson received a check from
Harry Eck, in payment of board.
The check bore the signature of J. H.
Wiggins and was for the amount of
nine dollars. Not suspecting. any
fraud, Gustafson took the check to the
Kandiyohi County Bank where it was
paid in full on August 3. Immediate-
ly afterward Harry Eck disappeared,
taking with him a8 a souvenir a fine
kodak belonging to his employers.
When Mr. Wiggins saw the check he
denied having ever signed it and the
only supposition left was that Eck had
signed it himself. At the time he left,
he had two weeks pay amounting to
818 coming, and it is said that being
unable to secure money from Wig-
gins on that particular day, he wrote
out a check and signed his employer’s
name to it. Some people seem to
think that this was done with no in-
tentions to defraud. Having some
money coming, they maintain that he
simply did it without considering
whether it was wrong or not. This is
hardly justifiable, however, as no
worker is supposed to be his own pay-
master.

Harry Eck came here about three
months ago and had at the time he
departed for unknown parts been
working for the J. H. Wiggins Co.
for about two months. He is sald to
have had the bicycle and camera
craze, buying up old wheels and
cameras on time for a small amoun
of money and keeping them for future
reference.

Sheriff Lundquist is at present busy
looking for Eck and notices of his
departure have been sent to diffarent
places by the authorities.

MYSTERY STILL UNSOLVED

After About a Month’s Investigation,
Authorities Unable to Find Any
Relatives of Jesse Turner.

A month has gone by since the
accident in which Jesse Turner was
killed, took place. Turner died with-
out regaining consciousness, and at
first the authorities were puzzled as
to bkis identity, but it was finally
ascertained that the man’s name was
Jesse Turner as believed in the first
place. It was then thought that it
would be an easy matter to locate
some of his relatives, but no inquiry
made so far brought any information
concerning these. His home address
was given by those who identified
him as Paullina, Iowa, and a telegram
was sent to that city at once. The
reply read as follows: “Don’t know
any relatives. Was a private of
Company D, Fifty-second Iowa Volun-
teers in late war with Spain.’’ This
answer suggested that & telegram be
sent to the state secretary of Iowa,
as it is required of those entering the
army that they give the names and
The
secretary of state sent back the names
of two friends, Seymore Beaver, New
Holland, Ill.,, and S. J. Parker,
Hampton, Iowa, but messsges sent to
these parties failed to give any infor-
mation. Letters have been received
by local authorities and slso as this
office, asking for the particulars con-
cerning his accident and death, but
they contain no information that
would be of any value in locating any
relatives. What is to be done-has
not yet been decided, but if nothing
turns up pretty soon, the town author-
ities will bury the remains.

Sheriff Caught Him at Last.

After having been looking for A. J.
Nord, of Lake Elizabeth, since last
winter, Sheriff Lundquist finally suc-
ceeded in locating. him at Mamre,
Nord was wanted upon the charge of
having willfully and maliclously de-
stroyed another man’s property, the
property in question being a coat

which had ' been cut to pieces by Nord.

upon some occasion last winter. On
Thursday of last week, Lundquist took
his man up before Judge Otterness to
plead 1o the charge. Seeing no escape
from the hand-of the law he pleaded
guilty and was fined $25. This will
undoubtedly teach him to leave clothes
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Teachers’ Institute in Session.
The Teachers’ Inatitute for Kandi-

"yohi- county commenced its' session

Monday afternoon iu the business
room of the Willmar Seminary. The
institute is in charge of Dr. Colgrove
of 8t. Cloud, assisted by Mrs. E. K.
Jacques, assistant editor of School
Education. TUp till noon yesterday
the attendance had reached thirty-six,
which considering the weather and the
fact that so many of our teachers at-
tended the summer school at St. Cloud,
is quite a good showing. The follow-
ing teachers are enrolled:

Albert Johnson, Ella Haines, Chris-
tine Elgeross, Ellen Nygren, Ella
Boyd, Stella Gilger, Mattie Lien, Lil-
lie Korthe, Jessie Korthe, Jonette
Thorpe, Wiilmar; Ellen Swenson,
Svea; Frances Lawler, Margaret Law-
ler, Edna Peterson, Cora Peterson,
Laura Peterson, Edith Tait, Mabel
Anderson, Anpnie Enblom, Kandiyohi;
Grue; Lena Slattum, Norway Lake;
Emme Paulson, Sunburgh; Emma
Ramstad, West Lake; Hilda Broberg,
Lydis Anderson, Lydia Altman, At-
water; Lizzle Btewart, Harrison; N.
A. Anderson, Alma Samuelson,
Dena Larson, Spicer; Gilbert Oppen,
Jr.. Belgrade; John Tygesen, Priam;
Nora Abrahamson, New London; Ot-
to F. Bast, Lintonville; Joseph Mag-
nuson, Pennock.

TO UNITEFOR PROTECTION

Farmers Will Form State Organization
"to Fight Monopolists and Help
Raise Prices of Agricultur-
al Products.

A convention of the state will be
called within two weeks in St. Paul
for the purpose of forming a farmers’
state organization. Nine states repre-
sented at the national farmers’ con-
vention held in Chlcago this week
willhold a meeting within a short
time for a similar purpose.

The meeting will be called by C. E.
Jackson, of Buckman, Minn., who was
elected by the farmers of Morrison
county as a delegate to the national
convention.

A number of organizers from the
national organization will assist Mr.
Jackson to carry out the project.
Branches in each precinct and county

will aljo be formed.

: _“T:a‘ruﬂﬁiru! the state organiza-
tfons is to further the interests -of the
farmers against monopolists and other
organizations that confllct with the in-
terests and general welfare of the
farmers,’’ said Mr. Jackson yester-
day. ‘It is our intention to build up
the farming industry throughout Min-
nesota, and to unite our efforts with
those of other states that are now or-
ganizing under the same plan. We
believe that we have not had justice
in disposing of products and stock of
the farm.’’—Minneapolis Tribune,
12th inst.

Passed Beyond.

M. O. Sletten died at his home on
Litchtield avenue yesterday alternoon
at 2 o’clock. The disease that caused
his death- was the dread quick con-
sumption, that of late has taken so
‘many from our midst. In the prime
of life, only 29 years of age, he passed
into the land beyond.

For almost & year his health bad
been failing, but it was only the last
three weeks that he had been confined
to his bed. Although poorly and
yery weak, he was during his illness
calm and cheerful and accepted his
fate with resignation. About two
months ago, he went to Cass Lake, in
company with his brother Nels and
Vietor Nelson and “spent about five
weeks camping there, thinking that
the invigorating climate might pos-
sibly strengthen and improve his phy-
sical condition. But the disease had
already gone too far and in spite of
good care he gradually grew worse
and about three weeks ago he returned
home, hardly able to walk. All hopes
of recovery were than abandoned and
the only thing that could be done was
to relieve his pains and wait for the
end, which came quietly and peace-
tully. <

" Magnus O. Sletten was born on the
old Sletten homestead in town of
‘Willmar on January 20, 1875, and
was at the time of death 28 years and
8 months of age. He was formerly a
member of the implement firm of Slet-
ten Bros., and was also an esteemed
member of Hook and Ladder Co, No.
1 of the city fire department.

Those of the family left to mourn
his death are his wife and a one 'year
old daughter. He also leaves an aged

mother, Mrs. Msry Sletten, tive
brothers, N Thorvald, Peter,
‘George and Edwin, and two sisters,

Thea and Ida. The ertire community
‘extends ita heartfelt sympathy to the
bereaved in their hour of sorrow.
“The funeral will take place from the
residence on Saturday afternoon ‘st
2. o'clock, BB;:& E;lmdshl.f of the
Luntheran Yy urch m:
sfier which the remains will be taken

t0 the Synod church cemetery

\ A ™ ™ AN

WILLMAR STREET FAIR

Superintendents and Judges Are Se-
lected for Fair of 1903—The
Parade.

Arrangements for Willmar’s third
annual street fair are about completed
and all that practically remains now
to make the affair a big success is
good weather on the days chosen for
the event, Wednesday, Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday, Sept. 23, 24, 25 and
26. The street falr association an-
nounces the following superintendents
and judges for the different exhibits:

Class A—Cattle, Sheep and Swine:
Superintendent, Avpd. M. Hedin;
judges, Eric Holt, Wesley Swenson,
Peter Hakanson.

Class B—Poultry and Petted Stock:
Superintendent, Ole Selin; judges, Pe-
ter Bonde, Otto Wennerlund, C. E.
Fouts. -

Class C—Grain and Seeds: Super-
Nelson, John Dale, Magnus Olson.

Class D—Vegetables: Superiutend-
ent, Ole Selin; judges, P. P. Eddy,
Oiiver Larson, Lawrence Thorpe.

Class E—Fruits: Superintendent,
Ole Sealin; judges, C. C. Selvig, J. M.
Spicer, A. H. Sperry.

Class F—Bread, Cakes and Pies:
Superintendent, Mrs. James Sander-
son; judges, Mrs. A. F. Nordin, Mra.
N. M. Mossberg, Miss Anna Railson.

Class G—Preserved Fruit, Jellies
and Canned Goods: Superintendent,
Mrs. James Sanderson; judges, Mrs.
I. T. Cramer, Mrs. Thos. H. Olson,
Mrs. ‘Martin Olson.

Class H—Fine Arts and Paintings:
Superintendent, Mrs. J. M. Splcer;
judges, Mre. S. L. Rice, Mrs. A. C.
Dickey, Mrs. Russell Spicer.

Claas J—Fancy Needle Work, Quilts
and Rugs: Superintendent, Mrs. J.
M. Spicer; judges, Mrs. S. B. Qvale,
Mrs. W. L. Crosby, Mrs. W. W. Pin-

intendent, Ole Selin; judges, N. O.|gaq

SPECIAL—Just as we had started our
presses report comes that some par-
ties tried to break the mill dam at New
London last night. Report does not
state to what extent they succeeded Iin
dl;llllinl same,

Class K—Special Prizes: Superin-
tendent, E. M. Stanford; judges, F. H.
Knox, Thos. H. Olson.
THF. PARADE,
The parade will take place on the
second day of the fair, Thursday, at
two o’clock p. m. The following will
be the order of parade:
Marshal of Parade.
City Police.
City Council.
Band.
Fire Department.
Street Fair Committee,
G. A. R.
Business Houses in Rigs.
Farmers’ Turnouts.
Citizens in Carriages or on Horseback.

The following prizes will be award-

85.00 for best farmer’s turnout, team,
vehicle and harness considered. |

85.00 for turnout containing best-
looking girle, not less than four in
number.

$5.00 for best business house turn-
out )

85 00 for turnout cootaining largest
family (parents and children.) ;

85 00 for oldest and most dilapidated
turnout.

Committee on Parade: Chas. H.
Johnson, Peter Bonde, E. C. Wellin,
Wm. T. hm-khua; judges of parade:
L. O. Thorpe, F. G. Handy, Spencer
Ericson.

Parade to form on Sixth street.
Business houses re«tl::ud to close at:
one o'clock and p closed until
parade is over.

The Street Fair committee desires to
call the attention of the business peo-
ple to the necessity for properly dec-
orating thelr respective places of
business for the fair, and in this way
help to give the city a feative appear-
snce. The official colors of the fair
are black, msroon and gold and, as
far as possible, decorations should be-
made in there colors, together with

ney.

the national flag

Apother ‘‘fish’’ car attached to a
Great Northern passenger train left
the tracks and resulted in a wreck in
which one man was killed and about
forty persons were more or less ser-
iously injured. The accident occured
one mile west of Dassel last Sunday
morning about 6:30. These are
the facts briefly related of a wreck in
which it is considered miraculous that
the loss of life was not greater.

The train was known as No. 10,
being the east-bound passenger due
here from Winnipeg at 4 a. m. It
was composed of a mail car, refriger-
ator car, baggage and express
car, smoker, two day coaches
and two sleepers. One sleeper is gen-
erally attached at this point, being
taken off the morning train from the
Sioux Falls line, which makes con-
nections here with the Winnipeg train
for the east. The train was made up
in the order named. It was in charge
of Conductor J. P. Devaney and En-
gineer J. Merrick was at the throttle.
The train was nearly an hour late,
leaving Willmar at five .o’'clock.
It is stated that it was running at the
usual rate of speed, about forty miles
an hour, when the accident happened.
The accident was caused by the trucks
of the refrigerator car leaving the
ralls. All went into the ditch with
the exception of the mail car, which
was next to the engine, and the two
sleepers, which were in the rear. One
of the day coaches rolled down a fif-
teen-foot embankment and was turned

landed about half ways down the em-
bankment. The smoker avd ‘‘fish”
car were thrown together only a short
distance from the track, both being re-
ported as remaining upright. Only
one of the sleepers left the track, the
passengers in both these coaches
escaping injury. Im the coach which
rolled down the embankment there was
soon a scene of the wildest excitement.
The passengers were thrown from
their seate and tossed about in a heap.
A number managed to escape from the
broken windows while others had to
be carried ont. There were several
narrow escapes from the different cars
derailed and while some were congra-
tulating themselves upon escaping un-
hurt & number were lying suffering
from severe injuries. :
Telegraphic messages were soon

come to the relief of the injured and
among the Great Northern surgeons
who responded were Drs. E. S, and
Harold Froet and W. E. MacLaughlin
of this city. The Willmar doctors left
here on a special train about nine

for | o’clock and with the assistance of “the

other company surgeons from she dif-

completely upside down. The other

rushed along the line for surgeons to

TRAIN WRECKED NEAR DASSEL

One Man Killed and Many Injured in a Great Northern Passenger
Train Wreck Last Sunday Morning.---Refrigerator Car
the Cause.---Miraculous Escapes.

ferent points they were soon at work
taking care of the wounded.
most seriously hurt were taken to the
St. Paul hospitale and in a few hours
all the passengers were cared for and
taken to thelr different destinations.
A special train was put into service to
bring them into the twin cities.

In the wreck was found the mangled
body of an unknown man, who it was
impossible to identify. He was sup-
posed to be a hobo who had been
stealing a ride on the blind baggage
or had been riding on the brake-
beams. In his pockets was found #65.
It was stated by one of the passengers
that he'had got on at Benson, but be-
yond this nothing could be learned re-
garding the dead man. He was
thought to be about 35 years old and
is described as having a light com-
plexion. He has very light hair and
whiskers. Both legs were reported as
being severed below the knee and the
head severed from the trunk.

All kinds of conflicting reports re-
garding the list of dead and injured
were afloat and the first report which
reached this city shortly after the ac-
cident was to'the effect that two had
been killed and from eight to twelve
seriously injured. When more:* de-
finite news arrived it was learned that
only one life was .lost and that only
three received injuries that might re-
sult fatally. The most severely in--
jured were as follows: 3

Arthur E. Hennessy, of St. Louls,
who suffered a dislocation of the hip:
and internal injuries. '

N. N. Horn, a merchant of South
English, Iowa, broken collar bone,
hip bruise and a scalp wound.

August Widen, of West Superior,
internally injured.

Many other passengers recelved cuts
and bruises, but not of a serious
character, There were some over 200
on board, and of this number as near
a8 we can find. out the list of those
more or less injured was about forty.

Conductor Devaney escaped with the
loss of a finger. He was on the plat-
form of one of the coaches when he"
had the second finger of his left hand
severed by being caught in the door.

‘] cannot tell how I escaped being
crushed between the two.cars,’’ sald
Conductor Devaney. ‘‘I fell back in- -
to the doorwsy when the crash came,.
and but for that I might have been
crushed between the two cars. 1 was
immediately upon my feet after the

there was plenty of work to attend to
then.’'- . ;

Among the narrow escapes reported
was that of » brakeman, who had his
foot  caught between -.a couple of’

"~ Continued on fifth page.
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