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An Jowa man has gone insane be-
cause he could not sell an ear for
$5,000. Why didn't he raise Iowa corn,
then he could sell all the ears he
wanted.

A western man claims to have discov-
ered a new way of making cigars, straw
being the material used. The common
cabbage leaf of commerce would better
look to its laurels.

“Woman Tamer Killed by Lions,” an-
nounces a headline in a New York paper.
Serves him right—why didn’t he stick
to his job as a woman tamer and not go
fooling around with wild beasts?

The latest serum for the cure of tuber-
culosis killed the patients it was in-
tended to save. Each of these failures
is a stronger argument for a minimum
of drugging and a maximum of outdoor
treatment.

A new application of electricity has
been made in France, and now the power
is actually used for felling trees. A
platinum wire is heated to a white heat
by an electric current, and this is simply
pulled through the trunk, which it cuts
like a big cheese.

A great western railroad system an-
nounces that its new cars are equipped
with all the conveniences of a modern
flat. It must not be gathered from this,
however, that they are flat cars; or that
there will be a family above with a piano
and a family below with a phonograph.

Two verdicts of $70,000 and $75,000
damages have been awarded to sufferers
from the New York Central tunnel acei-
dent in New York city. The total
amount of damages awarded is now
$1,250,000. A railroad company has to
pay dearly for carelessness, but it never
can pay in full.

The National Association of Letter
Carriers is undertaking a rather large
enterprise in its schaeme to provide pen-
sions for its superannuated or disabled
members, but this is a day of large
things, and if it can successfully carry
out the project it is better than depend-
ing on the government for such as-
sistance.

From a town in Indiana comes the ex-
citing tale of a man who filled his pipe
with tobacco from a pocket in which he
had placed some cartridges. Of course,
he got one of the cartridges in the pipe,
the pipe exploded, he was wounded, and
his great-grandchild barely escaped
death. This is only a pipe story, to be
sure, but it teaches that we should care-
fully examine our tobacco for high ex-
plosives before using.

Many students of American social life
have urged that our homes are suffering
from the excessive demands made on the
wives and mothers particularly. While
the complaint is doubtless exaggerated,
there is more than a grain of truth in it,
as almost any busy housewife will con-

Tess.  The remedy les in increasing de<’

votion tn those hours of leisure and sim-
ple pleasure by our own firesides that
winter offers in such rich abundance.

The Mother’s club, of Des Molnes, Ia.,
has declared that the legend of Santa
Claus and other fairy tales are necessary
for the best development of the child
mind. Hurrah for the mothers! There
is enough hard, cold reality, and it is telt
early enough, in all conscience, without
depriving a child of this stimulant of the
youthful imagination. Back to the
dreams of childhood—back to Des
Moines.

After all Prof. Langley’s experiments
In the way of aerial navigation, he has
been outdone by two brothers, Wilbur
and Orville Wright, of Ohio. These two
young men gave a demonstration near
Norfolk, Va., which was a complete sune-
cess. Their machine is not a balloon,
but operates on the principle of a box
kite. It was propelled by gasoline
motors, and it flew under perfect con-
trol in the face of a 21-mile breeze.

The New York post office reports at
Jeast a ton of letters addressed by chil-
dren to “Santa Claus,” which had to be
forwarded to the dead letter office at
Washington. This does not mean that
Santa Claus is dead, for from a child’s
point of view he is very much alive, but
that the postal authorities counld not lo-
cate him. It is a pity that so much child-
ish confidence should be buried in the
dead letter office—and there are many
other cities besides New York to hear
from, too.

Father Chidwick, probably the best
kroown chaplain the navy has, will re-
tire as soon as the necessary fo~m can
be observed. Secretary Moody has re-
ceived a letter from him tendering his
resignation. It is the understanding
that when the chaplain puts off the uni-
form he will be given an important
charge in New York city. Father Chid-
wick was chaplain of the battleship
Maine, which was blown up in Havana
harbor February 15, 1898. It fell to his
lot to say the fumeral services over as
many of the bodies of the 260 dead as
were found.

W. I. Buchanan, the first United States
minister to the new republic of Pan-
ama, is a self-made man, having started
in life as an edge toolmaker in Coving-
ton, O., where he was born 50 years ago.
Later he went into the theatrical busi-
ness and was a successful manager in
the west for years. Then he drifted into
politics and held several minor offices
before being appointed minister to Ar-
gentina in 1832. He was a director of
the pan-American exhibition in Buffalo,
and since then has devoted his time to
banking, in which he had his usual sue-
cess.

That perplexing problem, “How old
is Ann?” is likely to be succeeded by a
still more knotty problem if a case be-
fore the civil service board of New York
city gets into public discussion. . It ap-
pears that an applicant for a position to
fill which the rules say a man must be
at least five feet seven inches in hejight
was found to have legs of uneven length,

. Btanding on one leg he came up to the
... .required stature. Standing on the other
~leg he was half an inch short.. Now the

query is which-leg counts. ' Tha commis-
left In 'sus,

Al

AVEERS HISTORY

The Important Happenings of a
Week Briefly Told.

IN ALL PARTS OF THE UNION

All the Latest News of Interest from
Washington, From the East, the
West and the South.

THE LATEST FOREIGN DISPATCHES

FROM WASHINGTON.

Senator Hale says that it is the in-
tention to make provision for another
liberal addition to the navy during the
present session of congress.

The government announces the corn
crop for 1903 at Washington as 2,244,-
176,925 bushels, valued at $952,868,801;
winter wheat, 399,867,250 bushels, worth
$286,242 849,

The sentiment of the cabinet at a
meeting was that the Colombian ques-
tion could not be submitted to The
Hague, as this was an issue which no
other nation could settie for the United
States.

The control of the steel trust is now
in the hands of John D. Rockefeller and
H. C. Frick.

Secretary of War Root has declined to
accept the chairmanship of the national
republican committee.

In the past year lives lost in wars
throughout the world number 86,468,
against 25,700 in 1902.

Several experiments with turbine
propulsion prove successful and the new
system will be used on new naval ships
of the United States. :

THE EAST.

At Hollowville, N. Y., Joseph Phillips,
a farmer, murdered his three children
and then hanged himself in a neighbor-
hood barn. Phillips had complained
lately of his poverty, and it is believed
his mind became unsettled.

The death of Gurdon Trumbull, aged
62, g artist of distinction, especially
in the studies of fish, occurred at Hart-
ford, Conn.

. At the East Buffalo (N. Y.) stock
yards 7,000 sheep were burned to
death.

The girl students at Rosemary hall,
Greenwich, Conn., handled stone for a
new chapel which they have resolved
to construct with their own hands.

William Shaw and Moses T. Clough,
prominent lawyers, lost their lives in a
fire in a Troy (N. Y.) club house.

In the past year a total of 619,980 im-
migrants arrived at New York, against
547,197 in 1902.

In the east the Standard Oil company
has reduced the price of oil five cents
and two cents in the west.

Judge M. W. Acheson in the United
States circuit court in Pittsburg held
that railroads are responsible for the
full value of goods lost in transit.

The annual review of Bradstreet pre-
dicts a year of satisfactory conservative
business for 1904, following the severe
strains put upon the industrial and
speculative communities of 1903.

WEST AND SOUTH.

In the past eight days Minneapolis
mills have booked almost 100,000 bar-
rels of flour for export to Japan.

Secretary of State Hay will go to
Thomasville, Ga., to recuperate his
health as soon as he has recovered suf-
ficiently to endure the fatigue of the
journey.

J. E. Grillo, of Cincinnati, has been
elected president of the American Base-
ball association.

Lynching of George Williams and
Neely Zimmerman, negroes accused of
assault, was attempted at Council
Bluffs, Ia. The jail door was broken
in, but the militia was called out in
time.

In Chicago Jerome Sykes, star comed-
jan of “The Billionaire,” died of pneu-
monia contracted during a Christmas
party given for his company.

Mrs. Michael Kondas left her two lit-
tle girls locked in the house in Chicago
to play with their Christmas toys and
they were burned to death.

A trusted employe of a Chicago whole-
sale house, Frederick Lindstrom, con-
fessed to embezzling $12,000, which he
lost in the poclrooms.

In a fire at Ballinger, Tex., J. A. Mc-
Beth, his wife and five-year-old daugh-
ter, and his brother-in-law, Bert West,
were burned to death.

In San Francisco “Young Corbett” de-
feated Eddie Hanlon in the Sixteenth
round in a fight for the featherwe!ght
championship of the world.

Liverymen rejected a proposal to
arbitrate made by livery drivers in Chi-
cago and declared they would fight to the
end. ;

Miss Alice Pilcher, 21 years old, daugh-
ter of a Louisville (Ky.) organ manufac-
turer, masqueraded as a boy for three
years in Montana with her father’'s con-
sent.

Fireman H. C. Badger and Brakeman
W. J. Long, of Galesburg, were killed
in a railway wreck near Denrock, Il

At the age of 66 years Thomas Con-
nolly, a millionaire carriage manufac-
turer of national promrinence, died sud-
denly at his home in Dubuque, Ia.

At Guthrie, Okla., a railway company
has been formed to build a line from
Port Nelson, on Hudson bay in British
America, to the Argentine Republic, a
distance of 10,000 miles.

The oldest man in Minneapolis, Rob-
ert C. Harper, died at the age of 104
years and gix months.

At San Jose, Ill., safe blowers craci:ed
and looted the safe in the post office of
$1,000.

In Chicago all the livery establish-
ments are open, the employers agreeing
to reinstate the striking drivers.

Judge Webster sentenced John Tully,
a spldier, at Missoula, Mont., to hang
February 26 for the murder of Thomas
Kennedy at Fort Missoula.

Five hundred and seventy-five men,
women and children met a fearful death
at the new Iroquois theater in Chicago—
burned, suffocated or trampled under
foot—following a fire which was caused
by the explosion of a calcium light. The

spread so rapidly that occupants.of the
gallery and balcony were cut off from
escape. This is the nmost appalling
catastrophe of its character in the his-
tory of Chicago. The dead and injuréd
were carried to near-by = business
houses; which /were besieged by thou-

gas tanks also explpded and .the flames’

Robbers dynamited the safe of O.
Cohen, a jeweler in Des Moines, Ia,, azd
stole $8,000 in cash, diamonds and
watghes. .

Myra Jane Williams, of Brainerd,
Minn., was sentenced tothe penitentiary
for life for the murder of her little
daughter.

Near Denison, Ia., Detlef Evans, a-
German farmer, poisoned his 18-month-
old child and his wife. It is believed
Evans is insane.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

The cruiser New York sailed from
San Francisco for Panama,

Minister Powell has been given an-
other warship at San Domingo as three
revolutions are in progress there.

Irritation against Americans and
English is indicated at St. Petersburg,
because of undoubted sympathy for
Japan,

On account of Russia’s cruelty to the
Jews the United States may withdraw
its ambassador from St. Petersburg.

The powers have been notified by
Japan that the situation in the far east
is critical and that she is preparing for
the worst.

Herman Adler, of London, praises
American Jews for seeking to have Pres-
ident Roosevelt interfere to prevent an-
other Kishineff massacre,

Leading sentiment in Russia is that
war with Japan is inevitable, Newspa-
pers say the country should assert itself
and not let a little nation dictate to it.

Three more warships left San Fran-
cisco to join the fleet under Admiral
Glass at Panama. i

A diplomat in South America says
Colombia must fight to preserve her in-
tegrity, and that the feeling toward the
United States and Panama is growing
more bitter.

LATER NEWS,

Colombia was not represented at the
New Year reception, nor did President
Roosevelt receive the good wishes of/
Bogota government on that day.

Forman Danial Phalen was killed
and two other employes severely in-
jured in a fire caused by an explosion
in the factory of the United States
Feather company at Chicago.

James T. Donnelly, a groceryman at
Pittsburg, Pa., was killed in his store
by negroes. The deed was committed
in the presence of Donnelly's daughter,
who was powerless to prevent it.

Twelve of the einployes of Iroquois
theater, Chicago, were arrested on or-
ders issued by Chief of Police O'Neill.
The charge against them is at present
that of being aceessory to manslaugh-
ter. They will be held pending the
verdict of the coroner’s jury.

In a family quarrel in the southern
end of Wayne county, Ky., J. J. Smith
and his son fired upon Diane Dlevins
and his two sons, killing Blevins and
fatally wounding both sons. Smith is
Blevin's son-in-law.

Three persons were killed and four
injured in a fire that destroyed the
Louvre hotel, Chicago. Nearley 100
guests were in the hotel and several.
had retired.

Superintendent of Schools Cooley an-
announced that the Iroquois theatre
fire had killed twenty-four teachers in
the Chicago public schools, and six
teachers still reported missing, making
a total of thirty,

Fire damaged the Lehigh Valley de-
pot at Bethlehem, Pa., $200,000 worth.

Mayor Harrison ordered 19 theaters
in Chicago closed until proper safe-
guards against fire were completed.

Emperor Menelik presents two lions
to President Roosevelt.

An explosion of 100 pounds of dyna-
mite in a mine near Bloomington, IllL.,
made houses tremble, but killed no
one.

A passenger train was wrecked near
Ashtabula, 0., and three of the train
men were killed. Heavy snow caused
the disaster.

The Tennessee Central railway shops
at South Nashville, Tenn., burned,
causing a loss of $300,000.

Capt. Fred Pabst. president of the
Pabst Brewing company of Milwaukee
died the 1st.

Over 100 Turks are arrested on sus-
picion of a plot to kill Christians.

MINOR NEWS ITEMS.

Chicago democratic leaders will
make a determined effort to obtain
the national convention for that city.

Cotton King Brown wiil erect a
$2,000,000 hotel in New Orleans, La.,
from his cotton bull clique profits.

Pius X. issued an important docu-
ment, warning the Roman Catholie
laity in Italy from taking part in pol-
ities. )

Amy Gistrap, who lives in Macon
county, Mo., is 100 years old, and says
she was never angry in her life.

Ministers of Lincoln, Neb., adopted
a resolution that the number of
churches in the state ought to be re-
duced 50 per cent.-

Mayor Jones, of Toledo, O., has ini-
tiated a movement to abolish capital
punishment in Ohio.

The crown prince of China will
come to the United States next sum-
mer and will witness the Yale-Harvard
boat race.

The crew of the United States
cruiser New York has presented Rev.
John ‘P. Chadw.ck with a loving cup
as a token of esteem. '

Whitechapel crimes are recalled at
New York by the finding of Sarah
Martin’s mutilated body in an East
river sallor’s resort.

Count Von Bulow, in a Berlin news-
paper interview, declared Germany
has no aspirations in Panama, and
will not aid Colombia.

Senator Hanna would rather be
head of the National Civic federation
than president of the United States,
said Oscar Strauss at a New York
dinner,

Alexander Haff, the suspended su-
perintendent of foreign mails in the
New York post oflice, who was to
have been brought to trial before the
federal court for robbing the mails,
killed himself. . |

An obelisk 20 feet high, built of
concrete, with two embedded tablets
upon. opposite sides, now marks -the
spot at Old Chitambo, close to Lake
Bankweolo, in Africa, where - Living-
stone, the explorer, died.
According to the results of an in-
vestigation made by Prof. W. BE.
Thomas, of Columbia, the medium age
of graduates ‘from 11 represéntative
jcolleges. from 1890 to 1900 - was 22

among the charred bodies the remsins

1s dead, hut the mother will
I8 belleved.

Chicago, Dec. 31.—Fire broke out in
the Iroquois theater, on Randolph
street between Dearborn and State
streets, about 3:30 p. m. The theater
was packed to the doors with an audi-
ence gathered to witness a matinee per-
formance of the extravaganza *“Mr.
Bluebeard, Jr.” The flames spread rapid-
ly through the auditorium, and panic
and stampede ensued. The loss of life
is appalling, latest estimates placing the
number of dead at 571, while 2350
others were injured. Many of the vie-
tims were burned to death, but the-ma-
jority lost their lives through suffoca-
tion or. being trampled upon. Every
hospital and morgue in the city is filled
with victims. The work of identifica-
tion is proceeding very slowly, and it is
impossible at this time to give any-
thing like a correct list of the dead, in-
jured or missing. The hospitals and
morgues are besieged by hundreds of
agonized men and women whose rela-
tives were known to have attended the
performance, but of whom nothing has
since been heard. It is the most ap-
palling catastrophe in point of loss of
life which has ever been visited upon
this city.

May Never Be Identified.

Scores of the dead will never be iden-
tified. Hundreds of bodies were taken
from the building, their clothing gone,
their faces charred beyond recognition.

Under pretense of serving as rescuers
ghouls gained entrance to the theater
and robbed dead and dying in the midst
of the fire.

Origin of the Fire.

The fire started from sparks from the
eightelectricarclights which hung in the
first entrance back of the proscenuium
arch, behind the grand drapery on the
south side of the stage. The large are
lamps were used to throw “spot” lights
on the performers in the dark scenes.
There were 180 drop scenes hung in the
flies of the theater and a spark ignited
one of the draperies hanging from the
top of the stage near the proscenium. It
burned nearly a minute before it was dis-

AWFUL DISASTER |
OCCURS IN CHICAGO

Fire Brea ks Out During Matinee in Iroquois
Theater—--Panic-Stricken the Audience
Attempts to Escape—Loss of

B Life Placed at 571.

filled with fragments of human bodies
were taken from the building.
Like Rats in a Trap.

Most grewsome were the sights in
the upper balcony of the burned thea-
ter, when the police and firemen began
removing the bodies. There 150 per-
sons, caught like rats in a trap, had
died in fearful agony. Along the rail
guarding the edge of the pit were
stacked the bodies of the hapless vic-
tims, their limbs drawn and faces set.
Indications in the highest balcony were
that in the last few seconds of the
struggle for life the agonized people
had crushed forward, intent upon
throwing themselves to the floor below.
Their arms were interlocked and the
muscles set so hard that much force
was necessary to separate them. In
the end of the gallery nearest the stage
the fire had done its most awful work.
There were found bodies charred be-
yond the possibility of recognitiion,
some with shreds of clothing still
clinging to them. A number of the
vietims’ bodies had burned to the seats,
so that the firemen were either forced
to rend the bodies in removing them
or use axes on the seats to which they
were  fastened.

Men fell on their knees and prayed.
Men and women cursed. A rush was
made for the Randolph street exits. In
their fear the crowds forgot the many
side exits, and rushed for the doors at
which they had entered the theater.
Little boys and girls were thrown to
one side by their stronger companions.
The 12-year-old son of Mrs. F. A. Mor-
gan, of 496 Webster avenue, was lit-
erally scalped by a man who grasped
the boy by the hair and threw him to
one side. With his hands the man tore
the boy’s hair out. The mother held to
her son’s arm. Alive, but injured, both
were carried out.

Removal of the Bodies.

Coroner Traeger and his two physi-
cians, Joseph Springer and Otto Lewke,
arrived at the fire early. The coroner
took personal charge of the removal of

covered by one of the men in the flies,
who gave the alarm. Stage Manager |
Carlson ordered the drapery lowered, but ;
the men in charge of the fly gallery were '
excited and instead of loweriag it pulled |
it up, and in an instant all the hanging '
drops were ablaze. A moment later |
there was an explosion of several calcium |
tanks which lighted the theater like a
photographer’'s flash light powder and
the flames spread to the auditorium.
The fly men barely had time to climb
down the ladder leading to the upper
portion of the stage and escape before
the entire scenery was blazing, Nearly
all the company wers in their dressing
rooms at the time, and when the alarm
was given they rushed madly iuto the
street through the stage ' exits, ‘their
faces covered with makeup and wearing
their stage costumes. ;
Fire Curtain Fails to Act.

Crossed wires on a “spot light” coming
in contact with a canvas “border”¥t the
right of the stage are said to bave caused
the fire. Ten minutes after the border
ignited the a~res of canvas scenery in
the rear of the stage were ablaze., The
asbestos fire curtain caught in a tangle
of ropes and cou!d not be lowered. An
instant later the entire theater from
foyer to stage was a sea of flame. Had
the asbestos fire curtain acted properly
the fire would have been shut off from
the theater proper and the persons in the
theater could have escaped with little
difficulty.

Loss Heaviest in Balconlies,

All but three persons on the main
floor escaped with theirlives. Of the 900
persons seated in the first and second
balconies few if any escaped without
seriousinjury. The majority of those es-
caping did so by jumping from the
balconies onto the heads of the crowds
surging from the main floor of the
theater. The fight of the men and wo-
men to get through the balcony exits
was their undoing. They jammed the
doors so tight that none of them could
get out.

FPlled in Solid Maas.

Piled in the aisles of the balconiesina
solid mass, four feet high, they were
found. They had either been burtned to
death or suffocated. The few taken
from the theater and resuscitated were
on- the bottom of the piles where fire
and smoke could not reach them.

' Awful Scenes.

So flercely the fire burned during the
short time which hundreds of lives
were sacrificed that the velvet cushions
of the balcony seats were burned bare.
The crowds fought so in their efforts
to escape that they tore away the iron
railings of the balconies, leaping upon
the people below.

From 3:20 o’clock, when the alarm
was sent in, to 7:30 o’clock, when the
doors of the gutted theater were closed,
‘the charred, torn and blistered bodies
were carried from the building at the
rate of four 2 minute. Many blankets

the bodies, 150 policemen and 200 fire-
men working under his orders. In their
first efforts to take out the dead, the
rescuing parties had much trouble.
Numbers of the dead were nearly nude,
having been stripped of their clothing
in the rush for safety. The heat of the
fire and the water thrown in extinguish-
ing it combined to make the bodies
slimy and most difficult to handle,

' There was less difficulty after a thou-

sand blankets had been brought from
the store of Marshal Field & Co., half
a block away. Firemen and spectators
worked together in removing the last
200 bodies, which were taken from the
building in less than an hour. As fast
as the blanketed forms were taken to
the street doctors examined them. The
dead were ordered taken away, the liv-
ing hurried to the temporary hospitals
in adjacent buildings.
Bodiea Plled on Sidewnlk.

When the dead became so numerous
that the ambulances could not carry
them away as fast as taken to the street
it was the first thought of the rescuers
to carry the bodies to the shelter of ad-
jacent business places. Twenty dead
were carried into Thompson’s restau-
rant, east of the theater. There they
were piled beneath tables and covered
with tarpaulins and blankets from the
fire wagons. The crush of bodies final-
ly became so great that sheltering them
was impossible. Wrapped in blankets,
they were piled along the sidewalk for
a hundred feet, four narrow lanes divid-
ing the piles and affording passages for
the firemen and police.

The Burned Thenater,

The Iroquois theater was built"at a
cost of $450,000. It was opened to the
public with its first and only attraction
November 156. Managers Davis and
Powers saild Wednesday that there was
but $10,000 insurance on the building.
It was supposed to be absolutely fire-
proof, and little insurance was consid-
ered necessary.

Greatest in Country’s Hisntory.

The Iroquois theater was vastly more
destructive to human life than any other
playhouse fire in the history of this
country. The fire next to it in point ot
lives lost occurred December 5, 1876, in
Conway’s Brooklyn theater, Brooklyn,
N. Y. Here 295 of the audience perished
in fierce flames. The day after Christ-
mas in 1811, while the play, “The Bleed-
Ing Nun,” was being performed in a
theater at Richmond, Va., a fire started
that burned 70 persons to death, among
them the governor of the state, George
W. Smith.  Only two European theater
catastrophes approach that of the local
playhouse. On December 9, 1891, the
Ring theater in Vienna burned and 875
lives were lost. In the destruction of
Lehman’s theater in St. Petersburg be-
tween 600 and 700 persons were killed.
In the great Chicago fire of 1871, the
largest conflagration of modern times,
in which 2,124 acres were devastated,

Charged with Murder.

Marshalltown, Ia., Dec. 31.—Grant
Drury, a well-known farmer of West
Liscomb, this county, was arrested
Wednesday charged with murder, - Mrs.
Drury was supposed to have committed
suicide December 6, and an investigation
is in progress. g

Invited to Rome. .

New York, Dec. 31.—Archbishop Far-
ley, of this city, has received an invita-
tion to visit Rome to attend the celebra-
tion of the jubilee of the Immaculate
Conception and’ probably will sail early
next month, .

Furnaces to Resume.
Pittsburg, Pa., Dec. 31.—Preparations
are being made at the biggest-plant of
the Carnegie Steel company for the re-
sumption on January 1 of all the open-
hearth furnaces. Thereare 14 furnaces
and the resumption will necessitate the |
operation of every mill in the plant.
Polsoned Wife and Child.
Marshalltown, Ia., Dec. 31.—Detlef
Eyans, a German Farmer living hear
Denigon, administered poison to h
months’ old child and his wife. The.

. Evane

DEEFCT

Largest Ship in World Ordered.
London, Dec. 31.—It {8 reported that

the White Star line hasordered a steam-
er 7656 feet in length, or 30 feet longer
than the Baltic, the largest ship in the
world. The construction of the vessel,
it is added, will bzgin immediately at
Belfast, Ireland.

Ball Player Killed,
Knoxville, Tenn.,, Dec. 31.—Dennis
Leahy, for several years a player in the
Virginia league and at one time a mem-
ber of the Cincinnati team, was shotand
killed here Wednesday by Frank Ragan,
Ragan was arrested.

) Wages Reduced.
Youngstown, O., Dec. 31.—A general
reduction in the wages of employesat'the
Ohio plant of the Carnegie Steel com-

.pany will'go intoieffect on January 1.

The wages of 1,788 workmen in all de-
partment are reduced from 11 to 26 per
.cent., the heaviest cut falling on the
tonnage men, . i 42
AN Root Declines.

- 'Washington, Dec. 31.—Secretary Root
has finally and absolutely declined to ac¢-
cept the, chalrmanship of ‘the national

is i_pn.ha.-; He

Moody are

1

uggested for the place.

republican committee. Gov. Murphy, of
| New Jersey, and Secretary

; CABINET ACTS.

Poliey Regarding Fanama Said te
Have Been Settled Upon at
a Recent Meeting,

Chicago, Dec. 31.—The
Washington correspondent telegraphs
that peper as follows: There was a
special cabinet meeting Tuesday aftér-
noon to consider the Panama and Co-
lombian situation. While the members
were exceedingly reticent and declined
to discuss what was done, it can be said
the administration contemplates taking
no action which will disturb the present
situation on the isthmus, The discus-
sion related chiefly to the reply of this
government to the statement of Gen.
Reyes, the Colombian envoy, who set
forth the position of his government.
In other words, the administration in
replying to the Colombian government
will consider the Panama republic as
an accomplished fact, and in its nego-
tiations with Colombia will do nothing
whatever which will in any way preju-
dice the ratification of the treaty.

Another question which was discussed
was the policing of the canal strip after
the treaty has been ratified, and it prac-
tically has been decided that troops will
be substituted for marines.

Washington, Dec. 29.—The statement
of Colombia’s grievances, as presented
to Secretary Hay by Gen. Reyes and
now being considered, contains three
distinct propositions concerning the
canal, as follows:

That the status of the isthmus before
the revolution be restored.

That the United States content itself
with keeping the railroad open and al-
low Colombia to try to put down the
revolution.

That if neither of these propositions
is accepted, the United States agree to
pay Colombia for the loss of territory
resulting from the attitude of this coun-
try, the amount of damages to be fixed
by. The Hague tribunal.

The claim for damages is supported
by long arguments, and is based pri-
marily on the treaty of 1846, in which
it is held that the United States agreed
to maintain Colombia’s sovereignty over
the isthmus.

Gen. Reyes hopes to receive in ten
days or two weeks a reply sufficiently
favorable to allow him to return to Co-
lombja with assurance that Colombia
will receive compensation for the loss
of the isthmus. If he can hold out any
reasonable promise in that direction he
believes he will te able to quiet the war
spirit and induce his countrymen to
wait until the questions between Co-
lombia and the United States and Pan-
ama are settled finally. Dr. Herran, the
Colombian charge, expects to go home
with Gen. Reyes on leave.

Tribune’s

PLENTY OF ROAST MUTTON.

Fire in Stockyards nt East Buffalo,
N. Y.—Seven Thousand Sheep
Burned to Denth,

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 29.—Seven thou-
sand sheep were burned to death at the
East Buffalo stock ygj'ds Monday night.
The long sheds in which they were con-
fined were swept by the flames before
any of the animals could be released.
The loss is estimated at $75,000. It was
stated by Superintendent Leigh that the
fire would in no way interfere with
handling of live stock here, Plenty of
epace is available in the cattle and hog
sheds to house the sheep arrivals. The
sheep were confined in two long sheds,
100 feet in width and covered a total area
of 600,000 square feet. Running parallel
with them were the hog and cattle sheds,
The fire, fanned by a brisk wind, de-
stroyed the two buildingin an incredibly
short time. The sheep destroyed were
“exports” and were in charge of federal
officers.

A TERRIBLE DEED.

New York Farmer, Unable to Buy
Gifts for His Three Children,
Kills Them and Himself,

Hud:on, N. Y.. Dec. 26.—Broodirg over
his inability to purchase suitable Christ-
mas gifts for his motherless children,
Joseph Phillips, a Hollowville farmer,
murdered the children and then hanged
himself in a neighborhood barn. Phillips
had complained lately of his poverty,
and it is believed his mind became un-
gettled. With ax in hand Phillips en-
tered his house Christmas eve and
crushed. the skulls of Todo, aged 15,
Frank, aged 11, and Carrie,aged 10. The
oldest boy was killed in bed and the
others while they were playing on the
floor.

Well-Known Woman Dies.

Chicago, Dec. 29.—Mrs. Margaret F.
Bullivan is dead. She was one of the
best known newspaper women in the
country. Her genius forced President
Carnot, of France, to set aside a prece-
dent and to grant her a place at the ex-
position of 1889. She was the wife of
Alexander Sullivan, a leading attorney.

Prominent Theosophist Dead.

San Francisco, Dec. 28.—Dr. Jerome
Anderson, a prominent theosophist, has
just died here. He was a native of In-
diana and 56 years of age. He was
a well-known author on the faith.
Two of his best known  books
are “Reincarnation” and “Karma, or
the Law of Cause and Effect.”

College Granduntes Meet,
Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 30.—Delegates
from colleges and universities in va-
rious parts of the country assembled
at Ratcliffe college Tuesday for the
ninth annual convention of the Federa-
tion of Graduate Clubs of America.
The session will last two days.
Heavy Loss Ily-l"‘ire.
Wheaton, Minn., Dec. 30.—A loss of
over $100,000 has been caused by fire
which has destroyed a large part of this
town: The fire was not under control
early Tuesday, but prospects are that
it will be before long. The fire burned
all might. :

Held in Bonds of $2,000.

‘Grand Rapids, Mich., Dec. 29.—Sen-
ttor David E. Burns was held for the
present term of the superior court Mon-
day afternoon by Police Judge Haggerty
on the charge of accepting a bribe in
the water deal. Hegave bond inthe sum
of $2,000.

. Distillery Burned.

Pecria, 111, Dec. 29.—Fire, presumably
of Incendiary origin, totally destroyed
the grain elevator at'Corning distillery
Monday morning with a loss of approx-
imately  $40,000, covered by insurance.
Fifty thousand bushels of malt and corn

] .

was destroyed.

1 has been tabulated and shows the fol-
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Leass Children Engaged.
The factory inspection work of the
state bureau of labor, for the year 1903,

lowing data:

The inspectors " made in all 4,592 re-
ports, embracing 111,009 persoms, or
93,143 male adults, 16,804 female adults,
730 boys under 16 years of age, and 242
girls under the same age.

The corresponding figures for the
year 1902 were 3,420 reports, 99,191 per-
somns, or 82,668 male adults, 15,448 fe-
male adults, 833 boys and 242 girls un-
der 16 years of age.

This data shows an increase in the
total number of wage earners of 11.91
per cent, while that of the male adults
12.57 per cent, that of the female adults
9.36 per cent, and of the children there
is a decrease from last year's number
of 9.58 percent.

Drowned.

Mrs. Anna Krenan, wife of Fred Kre-
nan, is supposed to have drowned her-
self and two children in the cistern at
house near Le Sueur. The bodies were
discovered by her husband. The bod-
ies were dressed in their night clothes
only. Mrs. Krenan had beensuffering
somewhat with measles, but there is no
suspicion that her mind wasin any |
way unbalanced. |

The opening to the cistern is only |
about fourteen by eighteen inches, sa
that it is scarcely possible that even
the 2-year-old boy could have fallen in
accidentally, in which case of course,
it would have been possible that the
mother, in running to the place with
baby fm her arms, might, herself, have
fallen in while attempting torescue the
boy.

Game Dinners.

The state board of control sent out
to institutions under its control all the
game confiscated during the season by
the state game and fish commission.
This game was used for the Christmas
dinner of the inmates. Altogether,
there were 3,020 ducks, chickens and
partridges, and 1,657 pounds of venison.

The game was distributed to the in-
stitutions in proportion to the number
of inmates under its care. The Fergus
Falls institution with 1,500 patients is
the largest and received 628 birds and
343 pounds of venison.

The board also supplied a Christmas
dinner for the crippled children at the
City hospital in St. Paul. Enongh
chickens and turkeys were purchased
80 that every publie charge had a good
dinner on Christmas day.

Meet in Minneapolls.

Jan. 12, the first annual meeting of
the Minnesota Agricultral society ever
held in Minneapolis will be held to
order and opened with usual eeremon-
ies. The sessions of the main conven-
tion will be held in the Masonic temple
and Secretary Randall has at hand a
fine list of prominent men who will ad-
dress the meetings.

Among them are James J. Hill, presi-
dent of the Great Northern. It is said
that Mr. Hill's address will be the most
important of the convention as he will
have something of importance to say to
the farmers of the state as regard to
present conditions and future prospects.

They Must Hang.

Charles and Henry Nelson, the Owa-
tonna boys, who were convicted of the
murder of II. H. Krier on the night of
April 13, 1903, must pay the penelty of
their crime with their lives.

The supreme court affirmed a verdict
of murder in the first degree, which
was reached by the jury in the dis-
trict court of Steel county, and refused
to grant them a new trial. As yet the
boys have not been sentenced to their
death, but following the action of the
of the supreme court the governor will |
be compelled to fix the date of their|
execution.

Renovated Butter.

Renovated butteris evidently becom-
ing a staple commodity in the house-
hold. During November internal re-
venue officials in St. Paul issued reve-
nue stamps covering a output of 369-
104 pounds of this commodity. This
makes over 184 tons of renovated but-
ter consumed in one month. During
the first eleven days of December the
local office issued stamps covering an
output of 279,852 pounds. The federal
tax on renovated butter became opera-
tive July 1.

Counterfeit.

Counterfeit $10 silver certificates are
said to be in circulation in St. Paul.
Several of them have been received at
the banks. The counterfeit bills are
well made end easily mistaken for gen-
uine currency. Orders have been is.
sued to the policemen to notify all mer-
echants on their beats of the existense
of the counterfeit money, and the store-
keepers were asked to call the police as
soon one of the counierfeit bills is pre-
sented.

Brlef Notes.

Two St. Paul Italians fought a
duel with daggers.

Henry Zodicke, 57, St. Paul, was
found dead in bed

The White Bear Beach school dis-
trict is at war with itself.

Emil Constans, 18, St. Paul, ended
his life by taking carbolic acid.

Confidence men are working very
strongly on the trains around Wi-
nona.

When William Frazier entered the
central police station of Minneapolis
to report the absence of his son, Otto,
who had been missing since Friday
night, he found him locked up under
the name of Frank Sommers, with
two companign, charged with horse
stealing.

Alice, the four-year-old daughter of
Jacob Anderson, 465 Olive street, St.
Paul, fell down the cellar steps of
her home and broke her neck.

The herring catch on Lake Superior
was about 2,200,000 pounds less this
season, which was about 25 per cent
less than the season a year ago.

Ernest Heitnar, a Rapidian farmer,
was held up and robbed of $28 and
his groceries as he was driving home
early one evening in the suburbs of
Mankato. Four young men stopped
his team and one of them climbed
into his wagon and at the point of a
revolver, took his money away from
him.

" The work of the 8t. Paul schools
will be shown at the St. Louis ex-
position in a series of photographs.

The creamery at Ringe, ten mil
northwest of Rochester, took

ROUND ABOUT THE STATR.

St. Paul will be represented by
three teams at the national bowling
congress.

Winona contributed over $2,000 for
the relief of the cyclone sufferers at
St. Charles.

The new gymnasium and post ex-
change at Fort Snelling is ready for
the apparatus.

The St. Paul Spiritual alliance en-
tertains 250 children at a dinner and
Christmas tree.

The Chicago Great Western round
house on the West Side, St. Paul, was
damaged by fire.

Mrs. Axel Erickson, of St. Paul,
died from the effects of burns re-
ceived last August.

Minnesota schools are competing
for a place in the state’s educational
exhibit at the St. Louis fair.

The grand jury of Olmsted county
indicted a number of saloon keepers
for selling liquor to minors.

The state gets a list of more than
11,000 acres of swamp land, the firgt
batch under the recent decision.
Joseph M. Trickey has been ap-
pointed postmaster at St. Paul Park
to succeed E. B. Sperry, resigned.

St. Paul teachers did not get their
December pay before Christmas.
There is not enough money in the
fund.

The Masonic bodies of Duluth are
to erect a new building to be known
as the Masonic Temple, at a cost of
$100,000,

The government is making a spe-
cial analysis of the streams of North-
ern Minnesota and particularly of the
iron ranges.

Twenty-five persons narrowly es-
caped with their lives in a fire which
attacked the St. Charles hotel, at
Minneapolis.

The state dairy and food commis-
sion has opened up a crusade against
druggists who are selling adulterated-~
blackberry brandy. =4

A boy, ten years old, named Clau-
een, shot and killed the baby of Fred
Brandt at Madison Lake. He did not
know the gun was loaded.

Northern Pacific division superin-
tendents have completed their work
in St. Paul and the majority are en
route to their headquarters.

The store building occupied by H,
Backenheimer, clothier, at Moorhead,
Minn., burned, causing a loss of %45,-
000, insured to the amount of $19,-
000,

Minnesota has finally acquired title
to several tracts of swamp lands in
the Cass Lake Indian reservation val-
ued at several hundred thousand dol-
lars.

The Finnish college which was es-
tablished in Minneapolis has closed
and will be opened next year in the
old Spirit Lake hotel, west of Du-
luth.

Max Ross, St. Paul, attempted to
commit suicide by taking carbolic
acid. Ross was chagrined because of
a rebuke received from his mother-
in-law,

Over $20,000 has been raised by the
Norwegian Lutheran Free church
since its annual meeting last June
for lifting the debt on Augsburg sem-
inary. :

The Metropolitan Fire Insurance
Company of Chicago was authorized
yesterday by Insurance Commissioner
E. H. Dearth to do business in Min-
nesota.

Francis Henry, alias E. D. Wil-
liams, an alleged forger, who made
his escape from the Morrison county
jail in August, has been arrested at
Omaha.

The skeleton of a human being was
found in the cellar of a shack on E.
Sixth street, St. Paul. The police sus-
pect a hidden crime and are investi-
gating.

In 'the readjustment of the affairs
of the Citizens’ National bank of Fer-
tile, C. M. Berg, of McIntosh, be-
comes cashier, and C. Logan Larsen
assistant.

H. T. Sondergaard, of Litchfield,
one of the best known butter-makers
in Minnesota, has been appointed ex-.
pert of the state dairy and food de-
partment.

At a meeting of the city couneil
of Little Falls that body accepted the
offer of Andrew Carnegie to give the
city $10,000 with which to erect a
library building.

Fire in the First Avenue hotel at
East Brainerd caused a loss of $6,000.
Mrs. George Forsythe owned the
building, valued at $4,000, and ecar-
ried no insurance.

John Forske will be the next post-
master at Borup, Norman county,
Minn. The recommendation for his
appointment has been filed by Rep-
resentative Steenerson.

Pulpwood lumbermen estimate that
the cut of that wood in the Duluth
district this winter will be from 80,-
000 to 100,000 cords, an amount never
before approximated in this region.

Mr. Steenerson has also recom-
mended the appointm~nt of L. G.
Townsend as postmaster at Black
Duck, which office has been ordered
advanced to the presidential class.

For failing to bring back the
change from a $10 bill with which he
was sent to buy beer, Peter Carlson
was sent to the workhouse for 40
days by Judge Holt of Minneapolis.

C. R. Mandigo, of St. Paul, has
been awarded the Sales prize scholar-
ship for 1903-04 at Harvard universi-
ty. The Sales prize scholarship was
founded in 1893 with a principal of
$4,916, by Francis Sales of Cambridge.
Mr. Mandigo is a graduate of St,
Paul central high school, class of
1902.

A Western avenue car, Minneapolis,
left the track as it was crossing Mor-
gan avenue and ran across the street,
over the sidewalk and into the plate
glass window in front of a butcher
shop before the motorman could stop
it.

R. M. Thayer and Miss Jenette Ba-
ier were chosen to represent the
northwestern district in the contest
for physical perfections inaugurated
by Bernard McFadden, editor of the
New York Physical Culture Maga-
-zine.

Sandy Curry, the negro who was
arrested in Duluth and brought t4
Minneapolis on a charge of forgery,
was dismissed in police court this
morning. None of the persons on
whom Curry is said to have
check conld identify him and thers
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