GRIM WAR A REALITY
IN THE FAR EAST.

Japanese Torpedo Boats Attack the Russian
Squadron Off Port Arthur—Many of the
Czar's Vessels Disabled—

Troops Are Captured.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 10.—An official
dispatch received here says that Jap-

- anese torpedo boats have attacked the

Russian squacron in the outer roads
at Port Arthur, and that tkree Russian
=hips were damaged.

In addition to terpedeing the Russian
battleships at Pert Agthur, the Japanese
have destroyed two cthers of the ezar's
=hips, one of these being the American
built Variag.

Confirmedd.

London, Feb. 11.--Baron Hayashi.
the Japanese minister here, hasreceived
official confirmaticn ‘rom Tokio of the
agestruction ai Chemilpo of the Russian
tirsi-class cruiser Variag and the third-
class Cruiser Korietz.

Three Trausports Captured.

A special dispatcii from Tokio sayvs
tiiat the Javarese have captured three
Pussian transports having on board
2.000 troods.

Bombardment Renecwed,

A dispateh from Port Arthur says
the Japanese flect returned there Tues-
day afternoon and again bombarded the
Russian fleet and forts. but that it scon
withdrew. The Iosses to the Russians,
the dispatch says. was small. During
the firing a Japanese cruiser grounded.

Erldze Blown Up.

London. Feb. 11.—Japanese en-
gineers, disguised as Chinese, are re-
ported to have blown up a railroad

done 1n an effort to drive, if possible,
part of the Russian fleet into the open
sea, where a battle could be fought
away from the protection given by the
foxts on both sides of ihe
stronghcld.

Wkile the two cruisers attacked from

the outside.
teok effect, and it is thought they were
ships.

cruisers to rejoin the fleet. This they

Russian gauntlet.

sion, either wholly or temporarily, by the
heavy fire of the mikado's gunners,
China May Help,

Russians in the rear,

Japanese FPort Bombarded,
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bridge on the Manchurian railroad,
killing 30 Russians. Two Russian tele-
graph lines in Manchuria have been
cut. This information indicates that
Japan has lost no time in attacking
Russia’s railroad communication, with
the design of isolating Port Arthur
and Dalny. It is understood that hun-
dreds of Japanse engineers, disguised
as Chinese coolies, have been in Man-
churia for weeks waiting for the signal
to attack the Russian railway. Adviess
from Kwar-Ting, Manchuria, say that
10,000 armed Chinese, unofficially rec-
ognized as government troops, are op-
erating in the district, and are expect-
ed to attack the railroad guards when
they hear of the Russian disaster.
Deals Another Blow,

Chefoo, Feb. 12.—The Japanese fleet
renewed the bombardment of the Rus-
sian fleet and forts and of Port Arthur
at two o'clock this morning (Friday),
and sunk three Russian cruisers, cap-
tured seven warships and chased oth-
€rs. Many shells were thrown into the
city itself and a number of buildings,
among them the Russian bank, were
destroyed.

A Successfal Dash,

The story of the latest battle at the
Russian stronghold again shows the
dazh and courage of the Japanese. An
unofficial report from Port Arthur says
four Russian baitleships and three
cruisers were sunk, and many other
smaller cruisers damaged. Two Jap-
anese warships, probably protected
cruisers, dashed in between the en-
irance to the harbor and the Russian
fleel on Wednesday, despite a galling

is rumored that five Russian cruisers
from Vladivostock bombarded Hako-
date, Japan, on Tuesday.

Hakodate is on the island of Hok-
Kaido, the most northern of the three
Japanese islands. The harbor there Is
excellent and the town, containing
about 56,000 inhabitarts, is well and
regularly built. There 15 a Japanese
naval school there,

Is Deniled.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 12.—The miristry
of marine declares, there is abscluteiy no
foundation for the report that the Jap-
anese made several attempts to land at
Port Arthur. It is officially announced
that no news has been received here of
the fight at Chemulpo or the blowing up
of a bridge on the Manchurian railroad.

Japanese Losses,

London, Feb. 12.—The St. Petersburg
correspondent of Reuters Telegram
company cables that the naval head-
quarters staff there announces that in
the fight at Port Arthur six Japanese
ships were slightly damaged and 30
Japanese were killed and 150 wounded.

Signs Neutrality Proeclamation.

Washington, Feb. 12. — President
Roosevelt signed the proclamation de-
claring the neutrality of this govern-
ment in the Russo-Japanese war Thurs-
day afternoon.

Edward Declares Neutrality.

London, Feb. 12.—King Edward, at
a council held at Buckingham palace
Thursday afternocon, signed a proclama-
tion declaring Great Britain’s neutrality
during the war between Russia and
Japan. ’

Date Is Changed.

St. Louis, Feb. 10.—The date of the
trial of Senator Joseph R. Burton, of
Kansas, on charges of accepting a fee
from the Rialto Grain company for se-
curing official protection for them, has
beén changed from March 7 to March
21.

Shock Causes Death.
Cumberland, Md., Feb. 10.—Relatives
here have received word of the death, in
a Baltimore hospital, of Miss Marie
Kenney, 30 years old, from shock caused
by excitement due to the great fire.

Yates Makes Appointment,

Springfield, I1l., Feb. 8.—Florus D.
Meacham, of Chicago, was Saturday ap-
pointed by Gov. Yates as member of
the Vicksburg battlefield commission.
Mr. Meacham succeeds Gen. J. C. Black,
who resigned because of election as com-
mander in chief of the G. A. R.

Hollday for Postmen.
Washington, Feb. 8.—The post office
department has announced that all
rural free delivery carriers in the
United States will:have a holiday Feb-
ruary 22, Washington’s birthday.
There are a'pproximstel; 20,900 of these

carriers.

Pieks Men to Build Canal.

Washington, Feb. 10.—At least four
members of the Isthmian Canal commis-
sion are believed to have been selected
already by President Roosevelt. These
are Rear Admiral John G. Walker, Gen.
Peter C. Haines, Gen. George C. Davis
and Isham Randolph, of Chicago.

Fourteen Dead.

Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 10.—Fourteen per-
sons were killed and more than a score
injured in a collision between two pas-
senger trains on the Canadian Pacific
near Sand Point Tuesday.

Assigned.
Cincinnati, Feb. 11.—Stating he was

ruined by backing a theatrical com-
pany which stranded recemtly in Tex-
as, Edwin B. Corcoran, doing busi-
ness as the Crescent Buggy ‘company,
made an assignment to Attorney John
Galvin.  Assets, $10,000; liabilities,
$80,000.
Editor Dies at His Desk.

Evansville, Ind., Feb, 11.—Charles
F. Gould, editor of the Evening Bul-
letin, fell dead while sitting at his
desk Wednesday. Death was due to.
strangulation by a bronchial tumeor.

fire from the czar’s men. This was

seriongly camaged .whiie runricg the [Japau.

$GOSSIP FROM?
$SKANDINAVIAS

Verdens Gang, the great XNorwe-
gian daily, contains a significant edi-
torial under the caption, Armament
or Disarmament. The defenceless
condition of Korea is used as a warn-
ing to the peoples of the Scandina-
vian peninsular to be prepared to de-
fend their independence by force of
arms. The introductory and the clos-
ing pemarks will suffice to give a
clear idea of the .character of the
! whole article: *“The extreme advo-
| eates of the cause of peace in our
!l‘ﬂll'l‘.‘lfl‘.\" may be able to learn some-

Russian | thing from the events in Fast Asia.

CIn that section of the globe there is

!:n country which, without intending

the inside, the rest of the japare: e fleet, ' 1o do so, is exhibiting to, the world
with torpedoes and shells. attaciied from | # spectacle of disarmament and im-
Several of these torpecoes | potence the counterpart

of which
would have been furnished by Nor-

respansible for tie sinking of the seven ; way and the Scandinavian peninsula

Pit the plan of disarming the small

The Russians refused to send arvy of | #tates had heen vealized. . . . The po-
their ship: into the open. and art iast Ad- | sition of the Seandinuvian peninsula
miral Togo sigualed the two Japane:e  with relation 1o

us=sia oand  Great
Britain ix highly similar to that of

c¢id, but they are reported to have been "Korean with reference to Russin and

Our peninsula, indeed, is less
jexposed to an invasion by land; but

\While in details of the fight the reports ' on the other hand, Hussia can make
differ, nonre is received without the spe- i more effective use of her forces in
cific statement that a majoriiy of the Rus- | Furope.
sian Heet has been put cut of commis- | rior to Japan: but in place of a pow-

At sea, England is far supe-

L erless China there is a powerful Ger-
I to the =outh. A well armed

| many
( Seandinavian peninsula may mean a

Tientsin, Feb. 12.—China is organiz- | great deal 1o the conservation of 1he

1 " 1 . Y
ing a force of 300,000 Boxers, which is to | peace of the world, But if the 300,-
be poured into Manchuria to harass the | 000 square miles of territory lying

lbet\\‘een the fifty-fifth and seventy-
| first degrees norvth Jatitude were left

London, Feb. 12.—The Tientsin cor- to the mercy of any armed power it
respondent of the Standard cables it | would be difficult to see the impor-

tance of this terrvitory to an everlast-
ling peace.”
| The Scandinavian and ‘German pa-
pers are paying considerable atten-
tion to a plea for an alliance be-
tween Scandinavia and Germany,
made by Hemlandet, a Swedish pa-
per published in Chicago.

The Russians are evidently annoy-
ed by the fact that there is a better
feeling between Sweden and Norway
at the present moment than ever be-
fore in the histories of the two coun-
tries. This annoyance on the part of
Russia is no secret, for it is em-
bodied in newspaper editorials that
any one may read.

{  Stockholn, Fel. 10—The govern-
ments of Sweden and Norway vester-
tday decided to observe strict neutral-
|it_\' auring the war between Nussia
fand Japan.

DENMARK.

The Danish cabinet has assigned

$560,000 to be loaned out to small
farmers for the purchase of land dur-
ing the year 1904-1905. Only. persons
that applied for loans before Dec. 1,
1903, will be entitled to aid from the
above amount.
* The United Steamship Company is
going to sell bonds amounting to
$1,350,060. The price will be 9814
cents on the dollar, and the rate of
interest 415 per cent. The bonds will
be redeemed in 20 annual install-
ments,

The snowfall was so heavy in Co-
penhagen the eighteenth of January
that many street car lines were
blgekaded for hours.

The most precious postage stamp
in the world is said to be a blone
Mauritius stamp of 1874  Only 14
copies are said to be in existence.
and $7,000 was recently paid for one
of them in London. Mr. Sterchel, a
nurseryman in Nestved, thinks he
has another copy in his possession,
and experts will be asked to decide
the guestion,

SWEDEN.

Henry Nilssop, a young sculptor, is
the object of considerable attention
in art circles on account of a work
which he has just completed. It is a
stdtue representing Narcissus dream-
ingly contemplating his own picture
in the brook, the motive being bor-
rowed directly from Greek mytholo-

Y.
The doctor that was ealled to a sick
woman in  “southeastern Skane”
found the patient so sick that he ad-
vised her to notify her husband, who
was stopping away from home. But
this suggestion made the woman so
angry that she commanded him to
leave her immediately, which he did.
Soon another doctor was sent for,
and le telephoned her husband with-
out telling her. When he husband
appeared she seemed to forget her
sickness, jumping out of her sick bed
and chasing the men off the premises.
The most interesting feature of her
escapade was, that the excitement
cured her of her ailment.

King Oscar has authorized the tele-
graph bureau to make arrangement
for giving its employves the proper
amount of rest on Sundays.

Consul A. Schmitz, the proprietor
of the woollen mills at Furulund, a
suburb of Malmo, has opened a large
reading hall to the general public at
his own expense.

The late Mrs. Clementine Eskilsson
of Ystad bequeathed $5,000 to charita-
ble concerns in her city.

It was brought out in a debate
in the second chamber of the riksdag
that some of the royal committees
working in conjunction with that
body are expensive affairs, the whole
amount paid out for that item-in
1902 being $637,550. It must be added,
however, that a large part of this
money was spent for the world’s fair
and for the geodetic survey of Spitz-
bergen.

In many localities in Skane®the far-
mers that have been in the habit of
furnishing beets to the sugar fac-
tories, have agreed to offer no beets
at the old prices.

Carl Resman, who was 80 yearsold,
was burned to death in a small house
in Arby parish, near Kalmar. It is
stated that the fire was started
through his own carelessness.

Premier Bostrom looked tired at
the opening of the riksdag. He also
feels tired, and has admitted to his
friends that he remains in his present
position chiefly in order to save his
aged king from avoidable political
disturbances during his jubilee year.
The_newspapers are already busily
engaged in guessing who is to suc-
ceed Bostrom when he finaliy retires

He was 55 years of age

from public life.

During the years 1884-1902 about
430 lakes and swamps were drained
to some extent in Sweden, and 70,000
acres of plowed land and 20,000 acres
of meadows was greatly improved.
At the same time 120,000 acres of
moors and meadows was placed un-
der the plow. 'The entire area im-
proved by drainage was 235,000 acres.
The cost of these improvements was
$4,370,000, of which two-thirds was
furnished as loans by the national
government.

While Perey Frankland of Birming-

ham, England, was skating near
Stockholin he witnessed a seene
which made him start a fund for

saving people who fall through the
ice in the vicinity of the Swedish
capital, his contribution being $100.
What Mr. Frankland saw was two
men falling through the ice and two
others who. at the evident risk of
their own lives, saved them {from
drowning.

A comnittee elected by the taxpay-
ers of Stockholm called on the ceabi-
net a few days ago to advocate cer-
tain reforms in the tax laws as well
as in the methods of collecting the
taxes. The cabinet promised to take
the matter under serious considera-
tion.

A number of Swedish men and
women are organizing a national so-
ciety for the preveniion of emigra-
tion. The society will make its in-
fluence feit chiefly by means of pam-
phlets on the condition of the la-
bor market in the countries to which
the Swedes are most apt to emigrate.
It is ulso proposed to establish a na-
tional employment office which is to
be in close touch with the employers
of all parts of the country. The so-
ciety will establish connections with
the American authorities and Swed-
ish-Ameriean institutions for the pur-
pose of aiding people that are bound
to emigrate. This news was received
from Stockholm.

The new town hall atYstad was de-
dicated Jan. 18 in the presence of
Governor Tornerhjelm and other ofti-
ciuls, The cost of the new building
is about $30,000, :

A combine known as the United
Crystal Glass Works of Sweden has
Just absorbed four small glass works
and rented a fifth one for a period of
ten years,

Bark shoes made in Korpilombolo,
a parish in the extreme North, are
sold so cheap in southern Sweden
that the demand seems to be over-
tuking the supply.,

A number of influential land own-
ers in Linde parish, Gotland, are
banding themselves together for the
purpose of establishing a co-operative
sugar factory. Those who have al-
rendy signed the agreement control
a Jittle over 1,000 acres, and a com-
pany will be formally organized as
soon as 3,500 acres has been pledged.
The promoters of the new enterprise
expect to be able to commence the
work of putting up factory build-
ings next fall.

P'rince Carl is said to be among
those that are contemplating the
Ljung estate, Ostergotland, where
Frau Helen von Mecklenburg became
so famous by her peculiar, business
methods.

Stockholm, Jan. 24.—“Svenske II,”
the new balloon which is to replace
“Svenske 1,” which blew away about
a year ago, made an ascent at 11
o'clock this forenoon, at Idrottspark-
en. The passengers werve Count H. D.
Hamilton, Lieut. 0. C. Sylvan and
Lieut. P. A. Dahlstrom. A wind was
blowing from the west. About 3530
pounds of ballast was carried. The
balloon descended a little after 12
o'clock at the southern point of
Ljustero. the trip being successful.
The balloon rose to a height of 2,
500 feet and traveled at the rate of
about 3 (English) miles an hour.

A motion has been made in the
riksdag to abolish the provincial gov-
ernment of Stockholm lan (provinee),
and to add its territory to the lans of
Upsala and Sodermanland.

NORWAY,

What remains of the city of Aale-
sund is five warehouses and 113 other
small buildings, Barracks have been
put up for the public officials. By
this time the people have plenty to
eat and drink and wear.

King Osecar, by instituting the Or-
der of the Norwegian Lion, paid fresh
honor to the lion, the emblem of the
Kingdom of Norway. It is claimed
that King Magnus Barefoot was the
originator of this emblem. At any
rate, the Royal Sagas state that this
king, on the day of his death, Aug.
24, 1103, carried a red shield on which
was a golden lion, and wore a red
coat to which was sewed a golden
lion in the front and another in the
back. Some crities, however, claim
that the golden lion was not used
on the royal coat of arms until the
year 1220. The seal of King Suerre,
who died in 1202, contained the pie-
ture of a lion, and the same emblem
is found on very old coins. In the
year 1301 the lion wearing a crown
and holding a long-handled battle-ax
in its paws, was officially made the
emblem of the Kingdom of Norway,
and since that date it has not been
changed. There are six.orders of
the lion in different countries in the
Old World, making the new Norwe-
gian order the seventh 4f its kind.

The bill drawn up by the govern-
ment for making women eligible to
a large number of the most impor-
tant public offices is meeting with op-
position from a considerable portion
of the press, and it is barely possible
that it will not be seriously consid-
ered by the storting this year.

Jonas Lie, the author, and Edvard
Grieg, the composer, have been de-
corated with the grand cross of the
order of St. Olaf.

Generous people all over northern
Europe are busily engaged in raising
money and eollecting food and clothes
for the fire sufferers at Aalesund.

Mr. Einarsen who is practicing law
in Bergen, was elected professor of
political science at the university of
Copenhagen. He had 6 competitors,
who represented three Scandinavian
nationalities. .

Fires did considerable damage at
Fredrikstad and Narvik Jan.
Wise’s factory being destroyed at the
former place, and five residences at
the latter.

The committee on judiciary, against
a minority vote of twe, has rccom-
mended that no action be taken this
year on the proposition to admit
women to tlre bar,

25, |

MINNESOTA NEWS,

Mcose and Deer,

'The deep snows of the present winler
make it one of the hardest for years on
deer and moose. The deer are begin-
ning to yard in the north and will
Come out of the rigors of the winter
weak and emaciated. The same thing
applies to moose, but, if anything,
they will be even poorer than the deer.

Moose feed on Swamp grass, NOW
buried beneath two feet of snow in
most places, and on poplar sprouts and
twigs. Before they can get at this
food it is necessary for them to paw
away the snow. In the spring they
are often so weal they can walk only
with difficulty, and many will die from
the unusual exposure, just as the range
cattle of the west.

Both decr and moose are falling a
frequent prey to bands of timber
Woives. Deer arc comparatively an
€asy prey, but the hungry timber ban-

dits encounter an enemy worthy their |

metile when they assail a wmonarch
bull moose, They are well aware of
lt-his fact, and when they tind one that
Is weak from hunger they dog his foot-
steps day and night until he fallsa
prey to their constaney. In open bat.
tle they will kill a wolf with a single
stroke of their hoofs.

A cruiser of the Beltrami Timber
¢ompany recently came upon a moose
standing in the middle of a small
slough, knee deep in the snow. At a
safe and convenient distance around
him was stationed a pack of eight
wolves. How long the moose had been
surrounded is a question. A few shots
from the woodman’s Winchester dis
persed the band. The moose was so
wealt that it gained the shelter of tha
underbrush nearby with diffienlty.

Reminiscent.

Many articles reminiscent of the pio-
neer days when Fort Snelling was an
outpost of civilization have been dis-
covered by the workmen remodeling
the old tower and removing old - build-
ings preparatory to erecting new
structures.

Among these articles is an old ham-
mer, evidently used in laying the floor
of the tower when that structure was
used as a prison. It is the kind form-
erly used to hold whiffletrees on ox-
wagons, and has a sharp-pointed han-
dle to be used for prying purposes.

Other articles found under the floor
were an agate and an arrow head, and
fragments of old military clothing
worn a century ago, which erumbled
to the touch. Two old tin lanterns,
such as London watchmen carried in
the old days, were also found, and the
iron doors of the tower prison have
been preserved by Capt. C. M. Scho-
field, constructing quartermaster, as
relics of dead and gome generations.
A brass key, stamped *“180,” was also
among the *‘finds.”

Close Call.

Dan Pateh, record i:361, the $60,000
champion pacing stallion owned by M.
W. Savage, had a narrow escape from
death by fire in Mr. Savage's stable at
2,600 Portland avenue, Minneapolis.

Blinded by the dense smoke and
showered with water from the hose di-
rected by the firemen the king of the
track was led from his stall by Judge
C. B. Elliott, Mr. Savage and Charles
Plummer, the carotalker.

The famous horse did not scem to
be injured in the least by his exposure
to fire and water and altho excite
and nervous after the ordeal, ’

After Ore.

Six drills are working on lands be-
longing to the Longyear Mesaba Iron
and Land company, in the northeast
quarter of the southwest quarter of
section 3, township 58, range 15. This
is the most extensive exploratory worlk
under way in the Lake Superiorregion.
These drills are finding an excellent
ore body. Two holes are already in
iron and others may find it.

Rough House,

It was a strenuous life for the uni-
versity sophomores at the *“‘U” when
they attempted to hold their class par-
ty in the armory despite the frantic
efforts of a mob of 150 freshmen to
break up the party. The battle that
resulted from the attempt lasted over
an hour and proved one of the hottest
ever held at the institution.

Blood and water flowed freely. Snow-
balls and chairs filled the air and
clothing was torn in shreds. Ilats,
caps and collars went to ruin and it is
believed that in at least two cases
bones were broken.

—— !
Woller Resigus.

Henry Wolfer sent to the state board
of control his resignation as warden of
the state penitentiary, and N. F.
Boucher, warden of the state peuiten-
tiary of North Dakota was appointed
to fill the vacancy. Mr. Wolfer’s res-
ignation will take effect May 1, and
the new warden will enter on his du-
ties on that date.

News Notes.

Great Northern seveyors are worl-
ing on the Pelican Rapids line, which
was abandoned lovg ago after consid-
erable work had been done.

It is learned that the Wright & Da-
vis interests of Michigan are to return.
to Minnesota to operate more extens-
ively than ever in the pine timber in-
dustry.

An exhibit of the handiwork of in
mates of the state insane hospitals and
other state institutions is being planned
by the state board of control for the
Louisiana purchase exposition.

A fire in the Dale exchange of the
Northwestern Telephone company at
St. Paul caused a loss estimated at
$25,000.

Two more students have been sus-
pended from the university for erib-
bing.

R. W. Dering believes he is the pio-
neer of Itasca county pioneers. Four-
teen years ago he shot two caribou on
the present townsite of Little Fork,

Otto Olson, 17 years of age, was
arrested on the charge of stealing
about $100 worth of castings which
belonged to the C. A. Beecher Lumber
ecompany, Red Wing. He confessed
and was bound over. =

An explosion of gas at Rice street
and University avenue, St. Panl, tears
up the pavement.

The sash and door factory of L. C.
Berg, St. Anthony Park, was damaged
by a fire which originated in the boiler
rooni. The factory is located at 2270
Hampden avenue. The loss is plaeed
at §300. >
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BALTIMORE 1S BRAVE.

Her Stricken Citizens Comrageously
Take Up the Work of Rebuilding
the Barned District.

Baltimore, Feb. 10.—Amid ruins still
hot and smoking, Baltimore has begun
its resurrection. With the dawn of a
clear winter day whose brightness was
in itself an inspiration, the apathy of
Monday gave way to energy, and from
the governor of the state to the least
private citizen the people of this dis-
tressed city aroused themselves to meet
the appalling conditions that confrout
them.

It was a day of conferences. The
governor, the mayor and various mu-
nicipal officials, met and threshed out
the problems that are theirs by virtue
of public office. From this conference
came a decision that Baltimore for the
present needs no outside help but will
endeavor with her own resources and
those of the state to meet the emer-
gency. At this conference also was
developed the machinery for an ad-

| visory legislative commission to act in

conjunction with the legislature,

As yet no figures on loss and insur-
ance that can be regarded as official are
obtainable. A ecareful canvass of in-
surance experts, builders and business
men placed. the loss in round figures
at $125,000,000 and the insurance al
from $80,000,000 to $80,000,000. It is
probable that these estimates wiil
stand with slight changes when the
final figures are written. Much val-
uable property that lay in Monday’s
fire path was saved by the prompt
efforts of merchants, and in that sec-
tion the stock losses will be lighter
than elsewhere.

A great clond was lifted Tuesday
afternoon when it was discovered that
practically all of the vaults and strong
rooms and safes of the financial con-
cerns whose buildings were destroyed
are unhurt. From oge trust company's
safes alone papers to the amount of
more than $200,000,000 were recovered.
The news cheered the whole city and
encouraged immediate and thorough
investigation.

Baltimore, Feb. 11.—The situation in
stricken Baltimore began to visibly clear
Wednesday after a donference at the
Belvidere hotel between Mayor McLane,
a special joint committee of the legis-
lature and a formidable delegation of
representative business men. This con-
ference was arranged with a view of
meeting in a practical way the awful ex-
igency which this community now faces.
At this meeticg, besides the mayor,
there were present influential members
of the state law-making body, the board
of public works, a dozen bank presi-
dents, former Gov. Smith, Urited States
Senator-elect Rayner and several of the
leading citizens.

The supreme question to be decided
was that of calling upon the nalional
government for soldiers to take the
places of the two state militia regiments
now doing police duty in the burned dis-
trict. The constitution of Maryland re-
quires that no such request can be made
of the president except by authority of
the state legislature,

IS NOT A VALID LAW,

New York Statute on Desecration of
the National Flag Is Declared
Unconstitational,

New Yorlk, Feb. 6.—The law forbid-
ding the desecration, mutilation or im-
proper use of the national flag, passed by
the state legislature last year, was de-
clared unconstitutional Friday in the
appellate division of the supreme court
insofar as it relates to the use of the
flag in advertising devices and on trade
labels. The case grew out of the sale
of cigars in boxes bearing labels which
included the national flag in design.
The majority opinion holds that®hile
it was competent under the police pow-
er for the legislature to make it a mis-
demeanor publicly to mutilate, deface,
defy, defile, trample on or cast contempt
on the national or state flag, either by
words or act, there i nothing in the use
of the flag as a trade-mark that suggests
the idea that it is degraded or belittled.
To prohibit its decorous use in such con-
nection must be regarded as an unau-
thorized interference with the liberty
of the citizen and would deprive persons
owning such trade-marks of their prop-
erty without due process of law.

IS UNDER ARREST.

Teamster Charged with Murder of
Sarak Schafer in Custody at
Bedford, Ind.

Bedford, Ind.. Feb. 10.—James Mec-
Donald, a teamster, was arrested Tues-
day night on a warrant charging him
with the murder of Sarah Catherine
Schafer, in the cab shed off of L street
on the night of January 21. The war-
rant on which McDonald was arrested
was sworn out by Detective Reed before
Mayor J. Jackson Smith and Prosecutor
Miller. The arrest was made by Detec-
tives Smith and Reed, Policeman My-
ers and Sheriff Smith. The prisoner
was arrested at his home and taken in a
cab to the office of S. B. Lowe, where
he was confined until taken to the Jef-
fersonville reformatory by Detectives
Reed and Smith.

Plague Appeara in Peru.
Guayaquil, Ecuador, Feb. 11.—Itisan-
nounced here that bubonic plague has
reappeared in Peru.

1

Fatal Flames.

New York, Feb. 10.—As the result of
a trifling fire in the lower part of a frame
tenement house in West Hoboken Tues-
day might, Mrs. Anna Durstyn and her
two children were killed and six other
persons were seriously burned while at-
tempting to escape from the building,

Formnhu.

San Francisco, Feb. 11.—Tommy War-
ren, once the champion featherweight
pugilist of America, is dead in this city
of pneumonia. For several years he had
been in the army transport service, and
recently returned from Manila.

. Foumnd Guilty.

Grand Rapids, Mi¢ch., Feb. 8.—The
jury found Alderman James Mol guilty
of having accepted a bribe of $350 in
connection with the Lake Michigan
water scandal. Sentence was deferred
till March 1 and the defendant was
released on $3,000 bail.

Fublic Speaker Stricken.

La Crosse, Wis., Feb. 8. —While deliv-
ering an address in the Presbyterian
church at Galesville, this county, Friday
evening, Rev. H. T, Miller, of Detroit,
Mich., was stricken by paralysis, and is
in- 9, gerious condition,

A NEW MISSISSIPP

Reuewed Effort to Secure a Deep
Water Chanael from St. Paul.

PANAMA CANAL REVIVES TOPIC

Money Which the Government Has
Already Expended in Improving
the Waterway — Insignificant
Nature of Trafiic of To-Day.

commercial possibili-
ties of the mighty Missis-
sippi river as it threads its |
way from the great flour]
making city of the north-
west to the gulf port of
New Orleans is ever a fascinating sub-
ject cf contemplation. The hope of re-
covering from the staggering blow
which the railroads dealt river naviga-
tion years ago has mnever been aban-
doned. And now that the Panama canal
is a practical certainty cfthenearfuture,
it has stirred to renewed activities those
interested in the improvement of the
Mississippi, for the interoceanic eanal
will make more accessible the vast mar-
kets of the east, and with a six-foot
channel in the Mississippi {from St. Paul
and Minneapolis, ocean-going steamers
could load at those points and an im-
mense saving be made in shipping
rates,

An association known as the Upper
Mississippi Improvement association,
representing the five states bordering on
the upper Mississippi, has been organ-
ized for the purpose of agitating the
project. A delegation representative of

the association, headed by Gov. Van

position, 1t'can readily be scen the vasy
possibilities of the improved river as m»
highway of commerce. Millions of
bushels of wkeat, corn, oats, rye, barley,
potatoes, millions of pounds of tobacece,
cotton, sugar, millions of tons of hay,
thousands and tens of thousands of live
stock, valued away up into the billions
of dollars, is what these states border-
ing on the DMississippi produce every
year. And of this amount the presert
river traffic, which is largely local
in charcter, there being only one
threugh line of steamers between
St. Louis and St. Paul, and oniy
one or two between St. Louis and New
Orleans, amounts to less than $400,000.-
0U0 a yvear. Ard when it is remembered
that this amount includes the large lum-
ber interests, which use the river almost
exclusively for the rafting of their logs
and lumber down theriver,it is nota
large sum, as it might at first glance ap-
pear,
* The industry of log-raft towing on the
upper river is the one interest which the
railroads have failed to win away from
the river. Into the every-day raft
enough logs are bound and sent dow=
the river to lcad a mile or two of rail-
road flat cars. Hundreds of millions ol
feet of these logs find the river the cheap-
est and best method of transporiation,
and during the spring, when the wate?
is high, the business isrushed. A month
or two later, abyMoau,t mb i0!L( acl
or two later, about May, when the warm
winds begin to siir through the valley,
other classes of craft emerge from theiz
winter quarters, and by midsummer the
navigation of the upper river has be-
come a veritable spectacle. The follow-
ing description of these scenes is given
by a writer in Sc¥ibrer's:

“St. Louis liners-~to the river what
the limited express 1» to the train ser-
vice—straining every fiber to make their

THE LEVEE AT ST. LCUIS.

Sant, of Minnesota, has just pald a vis!t
to Washington, and laid the matter be-
fore the house committee on rivers and
harbors. The committee was informed
that 50 cities were directly interested in
the project and that 15,000,000 peopie
would be benefited through an assur-
ance of river competition in transporta-
tion. The plans call for an expenditure
of something like $15,000,000,
imount, it is estimated, would provide
a six-foot channel at low water from S*.
Paul and Minneapolis to Cairo, a distance
of 1,000 miles, and it is proposed to have
the work completed by the time the
Ifanama canal is put into operation.

Should these hopes be realized ships
could clear at upper river points for for-
eign ports and congressmen might ha
able to again tell stories similar to that
which Henry Clay told in congress a
century agorabout a sailing master who
left Pittsburg with his brig, sailing
down the Ohio and Mississippi, and at
last reaching Leghorn, Italy. The cap-
tain presented his papers to the custom
officer there, but he would mnot credit
them, and sald to the master: “Sir, your
papers are forged, there is no such place
as Pittsburg in the world; your vessel
must be confiscated.” The trembling
captain asked if he had a. map of the
United States, which he fortunately hap-
pened to have, and produced. The cap-
tain, taking the officer's finger, put it
down at the mouth of the Mississippl,
then led it 1,000 miles up the river,
thence another 1,000 miles to Pittsburgz,
and said: “There, sir, Is the port whence
my vessel cleared from."” And with the
Panama canal for vessels toslip through
into the Pacific, the ports of the far east
may have to search the map of the
United States to learn the inland point
from which the vessel has sailed.

Up to the present time the government
has been pretty liberal with the Missis-
sippi, for over $8,000,000 have been ap-
propriated by congress for the improve-
ment of the river above St. Louls. This
total includes the canal constructed at
the lower rapids at Keokuk, Ia., at a
cost of $4,000,000. This canal is eight
miles long, 300 feet wide and five feet
deep, and is by far the most important
{mprovement which has been made on
the upper Mississippi. In 1877 a river
jmprovement convention was held at St.
Paul ard a committee appointed to
prepare a memoral to congress urging
the deepening of the river channel and
the removal of every obstruction. And
the arguments advanced then in support
of the proposed improvements hold good
to-day, in fact, are strengthened in view
of the coming Isthmian canal. Withthe
deepening of the river channel adequate
ocean tonnage would be possibleand full
freights of wheat obtained at St. Paul
for Liverpool and for the far eastern
ports, effecting a saving of from eight to
ten cents a bushel from the present cost
of shipment by way of New York. But
grain would not be the only cargoes.
When it is remembered that the Missia-
sippi forms the border line for ten of the
most produective states in the wunion,
with Kansas and Nebraska rendered
naturally tributary to the river by their

which |

1,500 mile run in eight days, stopping at
none but important landings, and then
only to touch and go, promenades gay
with tourists, a loucging crew of blach
deck hands chanting down-south songs
on the forecastle, a troop of white-jaci:-
eted waiters flitting about the cabin;
trim Burlington nlght boats black with
bassengers, and asking no favors of any
railroad; rival fleets of down-bouns
raft-boats pushing forests of wet, glis
tening logs, and sometimes a tow of
sweet-smelling sawed lumber; raft
boats and consort bowboats, lashed
abreast, hurrying mnorth after fresh
loads; new-painted, gaudy excursion
boats with brass bands and dancins
barges; heavy-laden small-fry packets,
main deck guards in the water: million-
aires’ houseboats, gorgeously furnished,
dainty gas and steam launches, bright
with brass work and blazing awnings.
This is the upper Mississippi in summer
time, a wonderful land of painted hills
and great sweeps of gilded water, a land
of warm sunshine ard lazy breezes, a
happy highway of gala pleasure traffiz
and rollicking commerce.”

But with the river improved in ae-
cordance with the latest plans and hopes
of those who have never abandoned
the Mississippi to its seeming fate,
the traffic on the river would
assume a more dignified and se-
rious and important aspect. In 1864
the Mississippi touched the lowest mark
in its known history. Taking thisasa
basis, it was decided with an easy non-
chalance, to establish and maintain a
channel between St Paul and New Or-
leans in which even at low water mark
of '64 there should be sufficient water
to float steamboats of the type and
draught in use on the river's several di-
vicions. What sort of alabor it has been
and will continue to be, to persuade the
Mississippi to accept the government’s
plan, only the commissions and army
engineers who have coaxed and fought
her these many years can tell adequately.

It is the opinion of Gen. J. H. Simpson,
of the United States engineers, in charge
of the Mississippl from the Illineois
river to the mouth of the Ohio, that
seven appropriations of $1,000,000 each
would accomplish as much as 20 of $500,-
000 each. :‘If appropriations,” he says,
“are limitéd to $200,000 or thereabonts
per year, it could not bring permanent
improvements toward a deep water
channel.” The weakest link In the St.
Louis and New Orleans trade is fourd
in the 200 miles below the former point.
Here a much deeper channe! is required
to accommodate the increased steam-
boat draught necessary to lower river
traffic. Although over this 200-mils
stretch there is seldom a time when
light draught steamers are not able to
navigate, there are periods when steam-
ers loaded according to the demands ot
their traffic have been forced to tie up
because of obstructing shoals. This is
one of the important sections of the river
which would require attention to make
complete the deep water channel from St.
Paul to the Gulf, and that which as been
so often proposed may yet become g
reality, instead of an attractive dream,

HE WEDDED IN LONDON.

President Roosevelt’s Marriage Reg-
ister at St. George’s Attracts Many
Curious American Tourists,

President Roosevelt’s marriage regis-
ter is in London, at St. George's, Han-
over square, and so many American
tourists have flocked to see it that, for
convenience’ sake, it has been placed
by itself in an accessiblealcove of the old
church building, says the New York
Tribune.

President Roosevelt’s marriage to
Miss Carow took place so long ago—17
years ago, to be exact—that few per-
sons remember tht the American presi-
dent was married in a foreign land., He

-

is, it is sald, the only American presi-
dent whose wedding was not celebrated
under the Stars and Stripes.

Tourists take great interest in tha
certificate, in Mr. Roosevelt’s occupa-
tion of “ranchman,” and in Miss Carow’s
signature. They stody the auto-
graphs of the witnesses, and they won-
der who these persons were. They ob-
serve with pride that the canon of York,
and not a simple “reverend,” performed
the ceremony.

Ought to Be Satisfied.
“And is this the way you repay all my
kindness?”
“You ought to be thankful to get pald
at all.”—Cincinnatl Commercial Trib-

une.
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