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Japan—the Lagd of 
the ChrysaQtbemun) 

Modes and Manners in the 
Supremacy in 

Island Empire That Seeks 
the Far East. 

WAR between Russia and 
Japan must bring some
thing likt a pang of regret 
to the hearts of those who 
have known and lived in 
the happy land of the 

moonflower No one who loves sim
plicity and the sweetness of nature 
unspoiled, can contemplate without a 
sympathetic shudder even the possi
bility of the conquering Muscovite 
trampling his uncouth way across the 
smiling rice fields, and under the an
cient Jorii before the temples of a 
thousand gods Japan is the last land 
of the beautiful left to an over-civil
ized world It is also the youngest 
child of conquest, for scarcely 50 
years nave passed since its gates were 
first thrown open to the nations of the 
west. 

Nippon, "country of peaceful 
shores," in the native speech, is 
rapid!/ admitting European customs, 
ideas of dress, and manners of liv
ing, to the destruction of much that 
was picturesque and that had no coun
terpart in other lands. 

But away, tucked close among its 
hills and valleys, in the \ery kernel of 
Old Japan, there still remain to-day 
quiet little nooks, bowered in cherry-
blossom and wisteria, happy little 
cities of sweetness and light; quaint 
little nests of gray stone temples, 
lichen-covered shrmes, and Buddhas-
by-the-wayside. .And here the mis-

ble) . Its blind professors possess some 
knack of hand or personal magnetism 
which has subdued the most inveter 
ate cases of rheumatism, and have 
even conquered paralysis. 

Japan is a country alive with 
legend and myth, but the student o) 
its mythology will be impressed bj 
the one feature which distinguishes li 
from all others, and particularly froa 
all of eastern o u g i ' . Its Olympus ij 
peopled by no vengeful or blood 
thirsty gods demanding sacrificial al 
tars and the offerings of immolation 

:GOSSIP FROMl 
ISKANDINAVIAI 

Die Kolnische Zeitung states that 
negotiations are in progress between 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark, with a 
view to combining- action in the event 
^t <,„ o.-*^,.- * 4.1 « v~.+:i D e r °* t n e nksdag whether he is a 
ot an extension of the area of hostil- . . . ° , , , ities to European waters. The under
standing is desirable for the protec
tion of the coasts of the three coun
tries mentioned, and for the main
tenance of an effectual neutrality. 
, Those members of the national as
sembly of France who believe in inter
national arbitration have invited 
those members of the national assem-
blies of the Scandinavian countries* 
who svmpathi/e with the movement 
to attend an arbitration congress in 
Paris The Frenchmen have also ap
pointed a man to i>o to Scandinavia 
next summer to make a call on those 
who are to be invited. 

SAYING GOOD MORNING IN JAPAN. 

sionaries have not been, the fatal foot 
of the trader has not yet trod, and 
even the face of the white man has 
rarely boen seen, sometimes not at all. 
Here is real Japan, in all its truth 
and purity, and here the real Japanese, 
the most simple-hearted creature 
breathing, whom we of the western 
world know nothing of, lives his sim
ple life and dies his simple death. 
For fhat is the keynote of Japanese 
character—simplicity. And it brings 
a goddess in its train—beauty, the 
handmaiden of nature. 

Many are the curious customs, cu
rious to us, which are matters of com
mon habit in Japan Up to late years 
the facial charm of femininity has 
been rigidly restricted to the young 
and unmarried, for after the wed
ding ceremony the bride, as a mark 
of honor to her nusband, must blacken 
her teeth and shave her eyebrows. 
But even this, an immemorial ob
servance, is yielding to the advance 
of knowledge and the reports of the 
traveled and more enlightened, and 
will presently die out. 

The visitor, especially one who has 
sojourned in India, China, and other 
eastern places, is at once struck by the 
extreme cleanliness of Japanese cities, 
by the entire absence of beggars in the 
streets, and of those degraded crea
tures who swarm in the great capi
tals The street cries are all melo
dious, and the avoidance of noise is 
everywhere the first consideration. 
The watchman who goes the rounds 
at night beats two pieces of wood to
gether The bells have no clappers, 
but are struck with the hand on the 
outside. A melancholy, plover-like 

A JAPANESE STREET ON A HOLI
DAY. 

The' Japanese deities are as kindly 
and gentle-hearted as the people 
themselves. Their story of the crea
tion is quaint, and wholly without the 
elements of slaughter and dissension 
which are the groundwork in other 
mythologic accounts of the same 
event. Two gods (whose very lengthy 
names may be shortened to Izanagi 
and Izanami), standing upon the 
bridge of Heaven, cast grains of rice 
abroad to dispel the darkness. They 
then pushed a spear down into the 
green plain of the sea, and stirred it 
round. This spear became the axis 
of the earth, started it revolving, and 
by a natural process of consolidation 
brought about the dry land . . 
and nothing could very well be sim 

I pier or more logical than that! 
j Anyone w ho has stayed in Yokohama 
i in the middle of October has perforce 
j taken part in the festival of O Son-
j san. The streets *re hung with Ian 
' terns, drums are beating everywhere, 

paper flowers are showered down 
from the balconies, and a laughing 
good-natured crowd thronging the 
town from end to end will allow no one 
to hide himself away at a time of gen
eral rejoicing. And yet very few peo-

i pie know what it is all about, and that 
I this excuse for general holiday-mak 
| ing commemorates an act of self 
, sacrifice. Two hundred years ago (so 

the story runs) the spot where the 
important and populous settlement of 

I Yokohama stands to-day wras occu
pied by a vast swamp. Immense ef
forts were made to fill it in, but the 

The government introduced t'.eir 
great suffrage reform bill in the riks
dag Feb. 0. It is a comprehensive 
document, and it is certainly a credit 
to its authors, no matter wh,at its 
fate may be in the riksdag. Its mest 
momentous provision is the one that 
gives every honorable Swede of the 
age of twenty-five years the right to 
vote for members of the second cbam-

LITTLE JAPS IN OTANI PARK, 
KYOTO. 

note on a reed pipe, which regularly 
sounds in the streets every morning, 
is the call of the blind. These have 
the monopoly of a lucrative profes
sion, being shampooers and mas-
sageurs (massage has been practiced 
in Japan for centuries, and brought 
to the highest state of efficiency possi-

AN UMBRELLA MAKER AT KOBE. 

work went on but slowly and with dis
aster. The quicksands swallowed up 
the earth and stones as fast as they 
were thrown in, and, worse still, it 
swallowed the workmen as well. Then 
it was that a humble young girl, O 
Sonsan (maid-servant), came forward 
and offered to be buried alive in the 
swamp to placate the evil spirits of 
the quicksand. The sacrifice was ac
cepted, and from that moment the 
work succeeded and no more lives 
were lost. And that is why to-day, on 
every fifteenth of October, the Jap
anese in Yokohama dance on the site 
of O Sonsan's grave. 

Japan has never been priest-ridden, 
hence the almost marvelous ease with 
which it has been able to adapt itself 

' to the changing necessities of the 
times. There is -no fanaticism in 
Japan. Its priests are teachers, most
ly peripatetic: they expound the prin-

i ciples of Shinto, or the sacred book 
of Shaka, but they are not custo
dians of the Japanese conscience and 
masters of his actions, as the Guru is 
of the Hindoo. There are thousands 
of Shinto shrines and temples scat
tered all over the country, by the side 
of almost every road. But they sym
bolize no tenet of fanatical sacrifice or 
loss of mental liberty. The religion, 
like everything Japanese, is one of 
marked simplicity. 

B. ESPINASSE. 

TRAINING A BRONCHO. 

Heal Educat ion Begin* After He Has 
Been "Broken"—"Busters" Are 

the Beroea of the P la ins . 

After being "broken" the bronco's 
Peal education begins, writes Minnie J. 
Reynolds, in the Four-Track News. 
He must learn to wheel or to stop in
stantly, while rushing at full speed, by 
the gentle pressure' of a finger on his 
rein. He must learn to brace himself 
and stand stiff when a cow is roped that 
she may not pull him. He must ljearn 
to skillfully avoid an enraged cow 
brute" rushing full at him, Intenfupon 
impaling him upon her horns. Many a 
man who can break a horse has not the 
•ense to educate him afterwards; and 

some broncos, left too long upon the 
range, until their wicked ways are 
fixed by age, can never be broken. 
"Bronco busting" is a fascinating occu
pation, and the best man at the trade in 
a cow country is something such a hero 
as the king of the ring in bull-fighting 
countries. But it is killing work, and 
if no crazy "bronk," fresh from the hills, 
puts the horse-breaker out of business, 
rheumatism, settling in racked joints 
and muscles, does the job before many 
years. 

Advice. 
The Artist—Perhaps when a man i* 

wedded to his art, it is a mistake to 
think of matrimony. 

She—I dare say. At any rate, don't 
commit bigamy until yoa can afford 
it—Puck. 

FINLAND. 
Only the picture of the o/ar! The 

portrait of Senator Leo Meehelin has 
been hanging in the hall of the city 
council of llelsinqfors. But at the re
quest of Governor Bobrikoff the czar 
has decreed that only pictures or 
busts of the imperial house of IJussia 
shall be found in rooms u^ed by the 
government, the courts or local insti
tutions. 

New York. Feb. 22.— Vt a mass 
meeting of the Finnish-Scandinavian 
society ot Greater New York last 
night, it was decided to send within 
three weeks a corps of trained nurses 
to Japan. A hospital ship will also be 
purchased and sent to the seat of war 
to aid Japan. A subscription was 
started and considerable monev 
raised. 

The c/ar ha^ decreed that the Latin 
text of the official seal of the senate 
of Finland shall be replaced by a Rus
sian text. 

Bjornson, the Norwegian poet, 
wrote the following stanza to the 
Ituneberg festival of the I'inlanders 
in Stockholm: The struggles of his 
valiant sires. In Finland's youth anew 
be fires. And Finland's power grows 
apace. Him they can fetter never
more, Him they make only stronger 
than of ,vore, And Finland wins her 
awful race. 

DENMARK. 
A motion has been introduced in 

the rigsdag to deepen the Drogden, 
the channel between Amager and 
Saltholmen, so a s , to admit vessels 
having a draft of 24 feet. The pres
ent depth of the channel is 21 feet. 

Danish butter is still gaining favor 
in Kngland, while the bvvedteh export- , 
ers com pin in that they are unable to 
ke^p their old customers. 

Mrs. Eli/abeth IMoug. the widow of 
Carl IMoug, the poet, died in Copen
hagen at the age of TO years. She 
leaves three married daughters and 
one son. Hother Ploug. 

A horse used for hauling the mails 
at Stege kept track of the days of 
the week. A trip was made every
day of the week, but no mails were 
delivered on Sunday at the Ebbelnes 
chool. The driver noticed that the 
horse stopped at that place every day 
except Sunday. To test the knowl
edge of the horse, the driver slack
ened the reins every day when he ap
proached the school, but the calcula
tions of the horse never failed. This 
punctuality was the more remarkable 
because the horse was used on this 
route alternately with another horse 
at irregular intervals. 

An international congress for the 
combatting of tuberculosis will be 
held in Copenhagen May 26-29. 

The Leftists and the Social Demo
crats of Fredericksberg put up a fu
sion ticket, and carried the city elec
tions. 

The Copenhagen Handelsbank has 
added $1,000,000 to its capital stock. 

The death rate for the year 1902 
was 14.4 per 1,000 in Copenhagen and 
14 1 per 1,000 in the rest of the coun
t y . N 

SWEDEN. 
In the Sinclairholm forests, Skane. 

•here are four "wild" moose that are 
almost tame, being seen by the farm
ers of the neighborhood almost every 
day. They are doing ^considerable 
damage to the rye-fields, but the laws 
seem to afford no remedy. 

Rev. N. Widner, pastor of the Swed
ish congregation in Copenhagen, has 
raised $2,700 for a church building 
in that city. 

By the tenth of February Sweden 
had contributed over $50,000 to the 
Aalesund fire sufferers. 

The Swedish government has sent 
two army officers to Japan to make 
personal observations on the battle
field. 

There were 2,S6P> clergymen in the 
state church of Sweden at the begin
ning of the year. Their nestor is- A. 
J. Bjork of West Vram, in the diocese 
of Lund, who was born April 11, 181C. 

Eggs imported from Russia are far 
Inferior to the domestic product. 
They are also much cheaper. This dif
ference in price is a constant tempta
tion to palm off Russian eggh as 
Swedish ones, and Count Lewenhaupt 
proposes to protect the latter by 
stamping every imported egg with 
some indelible color. 

The Swedish bar association has 142 
members, of whom J6 reside in Stock
holm, 22 in Gothenberg and 13 in 
Malmo. Only three members reside 
in rural communities. 

At the request of the railwaymen's 
total abstinence assocfation the king 
has permitted total abstainers in the 
service of the railway department and 
the post office department to wear 
their temperance badges on their uni
forms while on duty. 

The geographical society of Paris 
has awarded its great gold medal for 
1904 to Sven Hedin, the explorer of 
Central Asia. 

The la t e G. Drogemuller, a Gothen
burg brewer, bequeathed $13,500 to 
different charitable institutions. 

The Nordstjernan life insurance 
company of Stockholm donated $270 
to the jubilee sanatoriums and $270 to 
the Aalesund fire sufferers. 

After July 1st, co-operation will 
take place t o a certain extent be
tween the telephone lines of the gov
ernment and those of the private com
panies operating in ' Stockholm and 
vicinity, the main change being, that 
certain parts of each system may be 
used by the other systems without 
extra charges. - t "•<..< 

tax-paver or not, and without regard 
to his anual income. But the most 
curious part of the bill is that which 
provides fur proportional representa
tion. A brief explanation of this part 
of the bill would fill about a column 
of this paper, but even that would 
make it the very reverse of a n ' e x 
planation to the average reader. In 
fact, the only guaranty of the sound
ness and practicabilitv of the whole 
scheme of proportional representa
tion as embodied in this bill must 
be sought in the emphatic declaration 
of the minister of justice, who assures 
u- that the work of the committee 
on this paiticular point is "singu
larly fortunate." In justice to the 
committee and to the Swedish cabinet 
it may be said that this part of "the 
bill deseives to be carefully studied 
by lawmakers in all free countries. 
The bill provides that a man shall be 
disqualified if he is placed under a 
guardian, is insolvent, has received 
public aid during the year before 
election, has failed to pay his taxes 
for three ,vears past or has not per
formed his regular military duties. 
The country shall be divided into thir
ty-three riksdag districts, and the 
number of members of the second 
chamber of the riksdag shall be two 
hundred and thirty. Thev shall be 
elected in September, and shall serve 
three \ ears from the first of January 
of the following \ear . The number of 
members from each of the 3.1 districts 
is based on the population of the dis
trict, and it may vary from time to 
time. The different parts of the bill 
are so well knit together that its op
ponents will find it a difficult task to 
pick flaws in it, and to oppose the 
measure as a whole will be dangerous 
indeed to anjone having political as
pirations; for the great mass of the 
Swedish people are taking this matter 
very seriously. 

A man at Kungsbro won $90,000 in 
a German lottery. 

Berlin, Feb. 20.—Sweden is follow
ing the example of Denmark and arm
ing. A council of state was held 
Tuesdav. at which it was planned to 
strengthen the fortifications on the 
island of Gotland. It was al io decided 
to mobilize the coast artillerv. It is 
further proposed to bring a fleet from 
Karlskiona to Stockholm and concen
trate troops in north Sweden. 

Fishing by means of trawl nets is 
becoming verv profitable along1 the 
southwest coast of Sweden. 

It is plain that Rev. Olof Berg-
qvist of Gellivare is the proper man 
for the people living in the mining 
districts of the far north. Last sum
mer he announced that he would 
preach in the open air at Kiruna. 
There were manv railroad laborers in 
town just at that time, but only a 
few persons had turned out to hear 
the sermon. Being told that there 
were many men in the barracks. Rev. 
Bergqvist entered the largest one, and 
found a lot of men engaged in plav ing 
cards. He told them who he was, and 
urged them to attend the services. 
"Well, why not?" said one of them. 
"Maybe the pastor will sit down on 
the pallet until we have finished the 
game?" For a moment the minister 
felt like being offended on behalf of 
his high calling as a clergyman. But 
he soon overcame this feeling and 
sat down. It took quite a while to 
finish the game and sett le up, and 
meanwhile the minister had a fine op
portunity to practice the virtue of pa
tience. But as soon as they were 
ready they followed the minister to a 
man, and listened to his sermon very 
attentively. When Rev. Bergqvist told 
this to some of his friends he added: 
"Ihese men are really a fine lot of 
people, but one must know how to 
treat them properly." 

NORWAY. 
Ton freight cars were derailed at 

Kullebunden. on the Smaalenene rail
way, but no person was injured. 

The annual ski tournament at Hol-
menkollen, near Kristiania, was at
tended by more people than ever be
fore. Leif Berg of Kristiania scored 
a leap of 97 feet, the longest standing 
leap ever made at Holmenkollen. 

A fire at Mjoen sanatorium for con
sumptives at Grefsen destroyed three 
houses. No "person was injured. 

Former Minister of State Loven-
skjold has donated $50,000 to the Uni
versity of Norway. 

Now that Prince Gustav Adolph has 
resumed his studies at the University 
of Norway, Upsala Nya Tidning, a 
Swedish paper, administers a mild re
buke to the Swedish authorities be
cause they do not make the education 
of the young prince democratic 
enough for our times. At the same 
time the paper claims that the stud
ies prescribed for the prince while he 
is studv'ing in Norway are more suit
able, particular prominence being giv
en to the history of the Norwegian 
literature of the nineteenth century 
and to the development of the re
sources of the country in recent 
times. 

The rules providing for the life-
saving equipment of vessels are to be 
revised, and it is said that the revised 
rules will substitute a Donvig's life-
saving globe for a life-boat on ves
sels formerly required to keep two or 
more life-boat*>. 

Less than five years ago sane people 
predicted that in the course of ten 
years Kristiania would contain one-
third of the population of Norway. 
Then came the collapse of the real es
tate boom, and things are mending in 
such a manner that the population 
suffered a decrease of 2,152 in 1903, 
being 223,557 on Dec. 31, 1903. 

The members of the Norwegian No
bel have voted themselves a salary of 
$270 a year for each member. One 
member (Bjornson ?) voted i n ' the 
negative. The other members are 
Steen, John Lund, Lovland and Horst. 
The salary of each member of the 
Swedish Nobel committees is $540, 
and some of the chairmen receive still 
more. 

Aalesund, Feb. 9.—Tfie authorities 
have announced^ that gifts in cash 
and provisions are pouring in so over
whelmingly that it i s impossible to 
thank all the givers at once, but thai 
i t will be done later on. „>i 

ROUND ABOUT THE STATE. MISFORTUNES OF THE GREAT. 

Mr. and Mrs. George C. Swain of 
Winona, have just celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversarj. 

H. C. Carson's livery barn at 1016 
Fifth avenue south, Minneapolis, was 
almost totally destroyed by fire. 

The first child to be born in the new 
town of Aurora was a daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Engas, Feb. 14, 

There are five members of H. G. 
Williamson's family, St. Paul, poison
ed from eating bread, it i s supposed. 

A club for newsboys will probably 
be established by the St. Paul as
sembly of the Brotherhood of St. An
drew . 

Miss Ethel Ross, of Mazeppa, aged 
about 15, took a large dose of corro
sive sublimate with suicidal intention 
and died. 

The Winona Telephone company 
will construct a new line leading out 
into the country for many miles, to 
serve patrons. 

An ordinance has been introduced 
in the Crookston council providing 
for an increase in the saloon license 
from $500 to $750. 

A state officer, by whom claims for 
horses killed on account of glanders 
must be approved, estimates the yalue 
of a glandered horse at about $5. 

The 7-v ear-old daughter of a farmer 
named Delp, residing south of Cyrus, 
was accidentally shot by her 14-year-
old brother, while the parents were 
aw aj'. 

The output of the Minneapolis flour 
mills showed an increase of 182,000 
barrels last week, according to the 
current number of the Noithvvestern 
Miller. 

Louis Goodkind, a member of the 
firm of Mannheimer Bros., St. Paul 
died at his residence, 215 Nelson av
enue, St. Paul, at the advanced age 
of 79 years. 

xne village hall at Howard Lake 
was completely destroyed by fire. Be
sides containing offices for the town 
officers and a large room used for 
entertainments. 

The somber event in connection 
with the Federation breakfast held 
a.t the university armory was the 
death of Mrs. R. S. White of 706 Mar 
shall avenue, St. Paul. 

Maj. Harry L. Rogers has Oeen ap
pointed chief paymaster of the de
partment of Dakota, to succeed Maj. 
William L. Gilbert when the latter re
tires from active service. 

Peter John, a section man on the 
Wisconsin Central railroad was killed 
at Gladstone b\ an engine. He was 
a single man, about 30 \ e a r s old and 
lived on Phalen Creek, St. Paul. 

The state oil inspector reported to 
the state auditor that the oil inspec
tion fees for January were $2,905.30, 
of which $2,901.S0 were paid out for 
expenses, leaving a balance of $3.50. 

'ihe North Shore Fisherman's asso
ciation will ask the next legislature 
for the repeal of the law fixing the 
size of the mesh in the nets used in 
fishing for herring on Lake Superior. 

The dwelling house of Peter Morrey, 
occupied by G. A. Olson, at Kimball, 
was totally destroyed by fire. The 
loss will be about $1,500, which is 
partly covered by insurance. Origin 
of the fire is not known. 

It is regarded as among the possi
bilities that Charles M. Start, chief 
justice of the Minnesota supreme 
court, will retire on account of ill 
health. He is at present in Florida 
recuperating from an illness which 
threatened his life three months ago. 

The Duluth & Iron Range railroad 
has remitted its 1903 gross earnings 
tax to the state treasurj-. The earn
ings were $5,573,77S.64, and the 3 per 
cent tax $167,213.36. The earnings for 
1902 were $5,946,520.51, and the taxes 
$178,295.62. 

The raft boat C. W. Cowies has been 
purchased by George Winans of Wa
basha and will be remodeled and run 
out of St. Paul as an excursion boat 
next summer. A large) barge will be 
constructed for use with the boat. 

The Exchange Bank at Grand Mea
dow has entered the tropical fruit 
growing business on a small scale. 
Governor Van Sant has inspected the 
"orchard" in the window of the bank, 
and a large ripe lemon has been sent 
him. The tree is 15 years old and is 
over eight feet high. 

There were 10,000 licenses to hunt
ers issued this year in Minnesota. 
12,000 deer were killed there. It is 
estimated that there are 200,000 deer 
in the state and the ravages of the 
wolves are more feared than the pop
ping of hunters. 

Forty-three timber and stone appli
cations and eleven homestead entries 
were recorded at the Duluth land of
fice at the opening of the new town 
in .northern Itasca county, twenty-
five miles southwest of International 
Falls, by the long line of applicants, 
most of whom held their places since 
Wednesday evening. 

James A. Wilson of the state dairy 
and food commission has begun a 
series of farmers' meet ings in the 
Red River valley to encourage the es
tablishment of creameries and cheese 
factories and to teach the best meth
ods of farming, including proper ro
tation of crops and the care and feed
ing of cows. 

By being caught by a slippery cant 
hook, Thomas Lafey met with an ac-

Icident at Two Harbors, that will dis
figure him for life. His lower front 
teeth were cut out, his l ip and all the 
flesh from his chin scraped clean and 
a portion of the right cheek cut away. 

A farmer, named Levang, living sev
en miles north of Kensington, was 
found in the bottom of his sleigh 
in an unconscious condition, he hav
ing spent the night on the ice in the 
©enter of Lake Oscar. 

Commander G. A. Eaton of Duluth 
is pushing Minnesota naval militia's 
interests at Washington. 

Word was received in Minneapolis 
from New York of the death in New 
York of Frank B. Semple, vice presi
dent of the wholesale hardware firm 
of Janney & Semple. While Mr. Sem
ple had been ill for nearly a year, the 
news of his death came as a surprise 
to b i s friends and associates in Min
neapolis. 

Company G armory at Austin 
caught fire from an over-heated stove 
and was badly burned, the roof fall
ing in. I t i s a large wpoden. structure 
opposite the post office. The loss is 
placed at $15,000. The room was be
ing prepared for a railway men's ball* 

Ken of Genius Afflicted Trith Mento? 
Disorders and Physical 

Imperfections. 

In a recent number of the Northwest 
Medicine is printed an interesting arti
cle by Dr. Ernest Crutcher, of Montana, 
on "The Penalty of Genius," which, if 
answering no other purpose, says the 
Chicago Tribune, is consolation to the 
soldier in the great army of the medi
ocre who makes a "carcass of his body 
and a jelly of his brain." 

The geography of his abiding place 
may have something to do with the max
im with which he begins his reflections. 
"Genius, in one respect, is like g o l d -
numbers of persons are constantly writ
ing about both who have neither." A 
study of the biography of the intellectu
al geniuses of all history seems to indi
cate that possession of great talent is 
had at fearful price The most cursory 
examination of the list of great men 
will manifest an appalling number of 
epileptics, insane, neurotics, moral per
verts, misanthropes, hj pochondnacs, or 
misshapen bodies. 

Nor is the list limited to poets, authors, 
statesmen and soldiers, for there is 
scarcely a musician whose name has not 
come down to us as famous who was not 
likewise in some way afflicted. 

"Great wit to madness sure is close 
allied," said old Dryden, and he spoke 
truly. Macaulay declared "all poets in
sane." The writings of some of the 
giant intellects of history plainly avow 
uncontrollable impulses to insane acts 
and many toward suicide. The roster of 
self-destroyed men of letters is a long 
me, nor was there any reasonable ex
cuse for it except an uncontrollable im
pulse to such an act 

Swift, Johnson, Souttfey, Cowper, B j -
ron, Shelly, Goldsmith, Luther, Lamb, 
Poe, Socrates, Richelieu, Goethe. Crom
well, Rousseau, Joan of Arc, Mozart, 
Chopin, Tasso, Beethoven—how long 
the list might be made!—all exhibited 
insanity in active form or were afflicted 
with hallucinations. Caesar, Mo
hammed, Paul the apostle, Byron, Na
poleon, Charles V., Cambyses, Peter the 
Great, Moliere were epileptics. Pope 
was a little "crooked thing" and a prey 
to hallucinations. 

To undertake to catalogue all the 
noted men and women in the world of let
ters and music who suffered from nerv
ous complaints, melancholia, or de
lusions of special sense would stretch 
the list out to startling length In near
ly every instance of extraordinary men
tal power, either of authorship, inven
tion, or music, there seemed attached 
or consequent some nervous affection or 
strong disposition to insanity Suicide 
has been the commonest ending of the 
great men of the world Standing out 
almost alone as a well balanced man is 
the name of the greatest of them all— 
Shakespeare Balzac, his nearest ap
proach ir scope and power of genius, 
died at 52 of brain trouble. 

Emerson looms out m the sky of lit
erature cool in head and steady of 
nerve, but even he. like Swift, "died at 
the top." It is a singular fact that the 
majority of the geniuses of history had 
some obliquity of mind or body. As a 
rule, the great geniuses of the world 
died childless. No prominent genius 
was wanting in egotism. 

Among the many thoughts which pre
sent themselves is the one of the few-
female geniuses. The most prominent 
in literature were Mme. de Stael, George 
Sand, and George Eliot. 

Another thought «s the smallness in 
figure of those possessing or being pos
sessed by fine minds. The list of large 
or even tall men among the great is nar
rowed, and those which occur are Vol
taire, Rousseau, Schopenhauer, Peter the 
Great, Johnson and Scott. Great 
genius is almost always connected with 
small stature, or defective body, or one
sided character. 

The small proportion of great minds 
that occur in a given number of millions 
of people is beyond belief when com
puted. Prof. Schaler, in his book, "The 
Individual," avers that after the lapse 
of 1,000 years not one name in 100,000,-
000 is remembered. 

It is common observation that in a 
man or woman who has talent of un-
usual sort fn any special direction there 
is found one-sided characters who do 
silly things, or are extremelv nervous, 
or are intolerably irascible of temper 
History is full of the names of brainy 
men and women who have gone insane 
because of some intellectual feat. 

Men and women of unusual mental
ity seem to hold it at the cost of physical 
degeneration. The greatest minds of 
history have been contained in con
temptible bodies or frames that quickly 
became impaired—starved, perhaps—by 
•he undue activity of the mind. 

A Pract ical Mind. 
The teacher was endeavoring to give 

the class some idea of the greatness of 
this country in a commercial sense. 
"Take the egg product alone," she said. 
"It is estimated that if all the eggs pro
duced in the United States last year were 
loaded into one railway train, when the 
engine was pulling into Newark, N. J., 
the caboose would be just leaving Daven
port, la. 

"This seems hard to realize," she con
tinued, "but the statistics'are compiled 
by a well-known authority." 

A little boy raised his hand. 
"What is it, Donald?" asked the teach

er. 
"I don't believe it's true, Miss Adair," 

he said. "One engine couldn't pull that 
train."—Youth 's.Companion. 

Commonplace. 
"Her five o'clock tea was terribly 

plebian." 
"How so?" 
"Why, she gave them enough to eat." 

—Philadelphia Bulletin. 

Changeable . 
Clara—Are you an optimist or a pessi

mist? 
Clarence—When I'm tired I'm a pessi

mist; when I'm rested I'm an optimist. 
—Detroit Free Press. 

January . 
January was termed the Wolf month 

by the Saxons, as during this month 
(usually the coldest of the year)' the 
wolves grew especially daring and fe
rocious. 

T a k i n g Good Adviee. 
"De man dat kin profit by good ad

vice," said Uncle Eben, "has to be about 
fo' times as smaht as de man fiat gives 
it."—Washington Star. 

Tired. 
Some men get so tired doing nothing 

that they can't do any kind o2 work.— 
Chicago Daily News, 

^ 

A Picturesque Adirondack 
Village in Winter 

Life Witb the "Shut - Ins" of the Forest Clad M»Hs of 
Northern New York.. 

F IT were not for our little 
railroad, if it were not for 
our private wire, we would 
be shut up indeed here in 
this little Adirondack vil
lage. Big evergreens and 

hardwoods close us in fore and aft, 
mountains uprear fore and aft, and 
the snow is doing its best ttAbury us 

I wonder if it ewer stops. For days 
it has been falling, through the sunny 
hours and in the darkness, and every 
moi ning we must take the broad, 
long-handled snow shovels and re
move the fall of the preceding hours. 
The river looks like no river at all, 
but like a long, winding snowy lane; 
the boughs of the trees are bowed 
down with snow, the roofs covered, 
porches piled. But we do not mind 
we are all cozily sheltered, well pre
pared to laugh at winter's worst. 

For be it known, we are a prosper
ous village, everything about betokens 
"ready money." And yet we grew up 
in a night,'as it were, for a year and 
a half ago we were not. Where we 
now stand, a pretty energetic village, 
18 months ago there was nothing but 
the forest primeval, the mountains 
on either side, the river Oswegatchie 
in the cut between. No, woodsman's 
ax was heard in the forest, no steam 
mill kept busy cutting up forest 
giants, no visitor of any sort save 
hunter and fisherman But one day 
a man got off the train at the nearest 
station and stepped into the woods 
with an alert step and inquiring eye. 
He prospected about, sized up the 

hall and church later public utilities. 
Our town hall is primarily a social 
center, its billiard-room, bright lights, 
warm corners a substitute for the os
tracised saloon. Being a woman, I 
do not know w hether or not paternal
ism is carried to the extent of concoct
ing for our pleasure-seeking vouth a 
harmless drink, but I do know we 
seem to be a merry, jov.al sort for 
some reason or other 

Lusty men and maids constitute our 
resident village folk, and a? we plough, 
about in the snow m ouv knickers 
and short skirts, the American joke 
flies back and forth merrily Vary
ing sorts and conditions of mankind 
make their tracks in our snowy 
streets Yonder, climbing the hill to 
the hotel, goes Mr Rich Lumberman 
from Che metropolis without. Here, 
along the frozen river, comes Dobsoa 
on hi? snow-shoes, the best guide m 
the Adirondacks; just starting for 
the train, a weak drummer, the hotel 
boy carrying his sample-case; and 
there, bless him, walks along creator 
of Eben Holden, of Darrell, of the 
Blessed Isles, Irving Bacheller, big 
and vigorous as the other woodsme'n 
hereabout So you see we are not 
wholly cut off from the interests of 
the outside world 

And the oiuside folk look upon us 
kindly, say pleasant things of us. 
Away from sight, but conveniently 
hear for the employes, our mills 
smoke and Luzz away, but our village 
does not look nanufactory, baldly utili
tarian, rather, * neat, pretty, p i o 

THE BEGINNING OF AN ADIRONDACK VILLAGE 

land, selected a cut where he thought 
the railroad should be constructed, 
and, lo, here was the beginning of the 
end for the forest primeval. The lum
ber company had arrived. 

Things hummed. Though it cost 
$50,000 more to construct than was 
first estimated, the little railroad was 
put through. Hundreds of carloads 
of material were brought in—heavy 
machinery, an army of workmen. The 
°.ite for the mill was selected, the 
superabundant granite put to some 
use for foundation work, and when 
the lumber and machinery arrived 
mill-construction and equipping hus
tled along. Even hardy people are 
accustomed to roofs, and immediately 
labor on shelters was begun. But 
difficulties were many; there was the 
deep forest to weed out, the stubborn 
granite rock to scatter. Cutting and 
blasting went strenuously on and, be
fore you could believe it, a big board
ing house arose, more dwellings went 
up; careful, well-built ones many of 
them; and presently along came the 
women and cnildren and other house
hold luxuries. 

The railroad was finished to the 
river bridge the middle of September; 
the middle of November some of us 
had moved into our houses—not fin
ished, of course, but affording protec
tion. At first the "store" sold its 
goor' .torn a side-tracked car, but 
very soon there were real counters, 
real shelves, and a big frame building, 
the conventional village emporium. 

It goes without saying that in this 
new American center the school was 
not long in coming; it was held at 
first in the lower story of a private 
house, and here on Sundays the church 
folk, too, gathered; sometimes school 
and church would experience the 
trifling interruption of the baby's 
cries above, but it did not seriously 
disturb recitation or prayer. 

Ours in many ways is a model vil
lage; we have no saloons and no pigs 
within our borders and allow none. 
A cow cannot be' kept where it will 
give offense, but has its padlocked 
place in , the community barn. Every 
dooryard must be kept orderly, and 
in winter at least we are spotlessly 
clean as to exterior. We have a neat 
little church with neat little stained 
glass windows; a trim school house 
with two trim school mistresses. And 
we have no medical man. 

The post office was a contemporary 
of the station; the school house, town 

turesque. The man that planned u s 
has kept careful eye on the saving of 
the village trees, and all along the 
stream, m among the cottages, standi 
spruce and balsam, beech and hem
lock. The village street is attractive 
in the extreme these winter evenings; 
homelike cottages nestled in among 
the evergreens and hardwoods, win
dows all ablaze from the electrie 
lights—which electric lights we use 
with a lavishness unheard of in the 
crowded city And so up here in the 
Adirondacks, the thermometer down 
as low as the mercury is willing to 
travel, we are cozily, comfortably, 
snugly wintering 

And wha£ robust pleasures we en
joy—all of us, for we have no old folk 
here. There's Thornton, 87, and al
most as good a hand at walking a s 
ever he was There's Uncle Fide, 
seventy-odd, and considering himself 
as valuable to forest-wandering sports
men as ever. There's the elderly man 
who came up here with weak lungs 
and has learned to forget disease and 
advancing years. All of us are great 
outdoor folk, not so fond of chimney-
corners as of battling with snow and 
storm. The thermometer 30 to 40 be
low? No matter There'll be coast
ing and snow-shoeing and skating 
and hardier will grow the frames and 
rounder and redder the cheeks. 

Thirty to 40 below? Again, what 
matter? There is the log-train to g o 
out, the logs to bring back to the mill, 
and off we start for our day's work at 
the skidway. There is school to keep, 
and off the sturdy kiddies hop t o 
school. There is a camp to visit in. 
the woods, and off the girls go with 
the forester to see the inner life of 
the woods in winter. We put on al
most all the clothes there are in th« 
house and set forth, running to keep 
up with the long-legged forester's 
long strides. We look at the trees 
critically and note that the contractor 
should have cut that one down, it i s 
entirely too good to be omitted; w e 
take our scale-rule and see that the 
other man's measurements do not lean, 
too much his way; we watch the 

I "hicks" (men that work in the woods) 
j loading logs, and we turn a deaf ea* 
to the swear words; we help the for
ester a great deal, andythen come back 
to the village with him on the log-
train. And how soundly we sleep that 
night, and what a white, beautiful vil
lage we open our eyes upon the next 
morning. 

KATHERINE POPE. 

STRANGE CUSTOMS OF OTOES. 
Eat Seeds ot Pond Lille*; Their F a 

vori te Meat Is Polecat—An Ex
c i t ing Rabbit Hnnt. 

Matt Duhr, an Oklahoma Indian au
thority, visited the Otoe tribe near Red 
Fork recently, and these, says the Kan
sas City Journal, are some of his com
ments: * 

"The Otoe dancing hall is a fit place 
for heathen to worship in. It is a hor
ribly decorated round house. The or
chestra consisted of one thing, by them 
called a drum. Pounding with a sledge 
hammer on the bottom of an empty pork 
barrel would make just as doleful noises. 
• "The pagan religious services were 
suddenly and roughly disturbed by a 
redskin espying a jack rabbit in the 
distance. Most of the Indians forgot 
their worship and chased the long-
eared scamp. They pursued it for 
about four hours, when the cunning ani
mal took refuge in the thickets on the 
margin* of Red Rock creek. 

"Lots of the Otoe squaws are now-
gathering the seeds of pond lilies and 
dig the nicely tasting roots of the fa
mous plants. Larg-e quantities of the 
tender pond lily pods are gathered when 
green and are boiled and greatly rel
ished. Polecat venison appears to be 
one of the favorite meats eaten by the 
Otoes. They never eat possum or eels 
and give pretty good heathen reasons 
for their repugnance to or veneration of 
these creatures. 

"Faw-Faw, chief of the Otoes. dresses 
in costly civilized apparel, a huge tur
key feather adorns his enormous 
slouched hat, and each of his cheeks has 
a large blue star tattooed therein." 

Girl* Not Wanted in China. 
Daughters are considered of very lit

tle importance in China. A Chinaman 
is compelled by law to leave his posses
sions to his male children. 

His Preference* 
The Inquisitive Party.—What is your 

favorite health food, colonel? 
Col. Corkright—-Rye, suh.—Puck, 
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