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Conditions of the Present 
Cotton Crisis in England 
Great Britain's Greatest Industry Sadly Hampered for 

Lack o f Raw Material. 

ANCASHIRE.—England is 
anxiously looking forward 
to the new cotton crop from 
America. The partial fail­
ure of last year's crop and 
the high price demanded for 
this staple product brought 

dire disaster to Lancashire industries 
from which it is hoped the new crop will 
rescue them. 

Statistics tell us that the cotton indus­
try i s England's greatest industry; but 
a visit to Lancashire will bring home 
the truth of that statement more con­
vincingly than any array of figures. It is 
only necessary to see the gigantic ware­
houses of Manchester and the long pro­
cession of "lurries" piled up with hy-
draulically-compressed shirtings and 
calicoes through its streets, to realize 
what is the magnitude and importance 
of the Industry of which Manchester is 
the center. The number of mills in Man­
chester itself is more comparatively lim­
ited, the tendency being to separale the 
places of production and exchange. 
How vast and complicated is the process 
of the disposal of the manufactured ar­
ticle a glance into the huge cotton ex­
change which stands in the heart of 
Manchester will show. 

Good citizens of Manchester point with 
pride to the size of the exchange and its 
2,000 members who swarm on the floor 
and overflow into the adjoining streets. 
Practically, only manufactured cotton is 
dealt with in Manchester, dealings in 

gard to the cause of the cotton crisis, 
and much indiscriminate criticism has 
been passed on the American speculators 
in "futures." Although the action of 
those speculators has been detrimental 
to the trade, inasmuch as their dealings 
have tended to unsteady the market and 
cause unnecessary fluctuation, specula­
tion alone is powerless to fetter a great 
industry. The causes of the crisis are to 
be traced back far beyond the handful 
of gamblers in the New York or the New 
Orleans "pits." The direct cause of the 
depression was the shortage in last 
year's crops. Within recent years there 
has been a tendency towards shortage, 
and that tendency was last year accentu­
ated. Even if there had been no larger 
shortage, sooner or later a crisis would 
have come. The producing power of the 
world has grown, and the area of cotton 
cultivation has not kept pace with the 
growth of the manufacturing capacity 

In a way the stoppage of the Lanca­
shire mills may in time hurt the price of 
American cotton. England has for some 
j ears been experimenting in a small way 
with the growing of cotton in Its African 
de^en-dencies. A smalk degree of suc­
cess Uas been attained along the west 
coast of that continent and also in the 
Soudan, but so long as the American 
supply kept the spindles going the ex­
periments attracted but little interest 
or attention. Now both the manufac­
turers and the working classes are clam­
oring for the development of the cotton 

WORKERS IN A LANCASHIRE COTTON MILL.. 

"spot" cotton—that is, cotton in bale, 
ready for delivery—being confined to the 
Liverpool exchange. Liverpool, curi­
ously enough, has never been a manu­
facturer of cotton, and sees cotton only 
tn transit on its way to and from Man­
chester in one form or another. 

To see cotton in the process of manu­
facture it is necessary to leave that not 
very lovely city and journey to towns 
even less lovely. The visitor can take 
his choice of 50 good-sized towns with­
in 20 miles of Manchester. He may go 
to Oldham and find a town the size of Ed-
lnburg quivering with the vibrations 
from countless mills; he may go to Bol­
ton and-find a town larger than Dundee, 
with mills in almost every street. Ash-
ton-under-Lyne, Heywood, Middleton, 
Castleton, and Rochdale will give him 
ample opportunity of a further study of 
the process of manufacture, if his educa-
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"DRAWING" THE COTTON. 

tlon is not yet completed. One thing 
be will find difficult to decide is, which 
i s the ugliest of all these swarming hives 
of industry. The cotton trade has 
brought many blessings to Lancashire, 
but it has destroyed the beauty of one 
of the prettiest counties in England. 
How pretty It was may be judged from 
tbe few remaining spots of beauty which 
the cotton mill and coal mine have left 
untouched. -

In every respect the cotton trade i s 
unique, but perhaps i ts most striking 
feature is the relations which exist be­
tween employers and employed. In no 
other industry is there the same mutual 
confidence and respect between masters 
and men. Since tbe great strike, and its 
settlement by the Brooklands agree­
ment, there has been peace, and tbe 
terms of that agreemer* seem to render 
any future strike out of t h e question. 
Under that agreement the representa­
tives of the men have access to the books 
of the employers, and so the slidlngscale 
Of wages can be easily determined with­
out friction or suspicion. 

resources of Africa. They are calling 
the present crisis a sharp lesson in "la­
tent imperialism," and say that had the 
latent cotton-growing resources of the 
empire been developed the crisis in the 
cotton industry could not have occurred. 
Government officials point to the fact 
that cotton of good quality has been 
grown for centuries in West Africa, 
Cotton, too, of a promising quality has 
been coming from the Soudan in small 
quantities; but Lancashire, satisfied 
with the American supply, and failing 
to foresee the "lean years," forgot to 
"think imperially." She has belied hex 
proud boast of anticipating the though! 
of the rest of England, and her want ol 
foresight has cost her dear But tin 
lesson has been learned, and with chan 
acteristic energy Lancashire has lost no 
time in taking steps to guard againsl 
disaster in the future. 

The shortage from which Lancashire 
is now suffering has perhaps only called 
attention to a problem which will ba 
solved in time to avert a greater catas­
trophe to Lancashire and the empire. 
When the manufacturers of Lancashire 
found themselves face to face with the 
crisis they rose to the occasion with 
admirable courage and energy. They 
instituted general short time—that is 
to say, it was agreed that the mills, in-
stead of working 64 hours a week, should 
only work for 48 hours. Recently it hat 
been decided to still further reduce the 
working hours to 40. The object of thh 
reduction was to reduce the demand foi 
the raw article and prevent the pric« 
from rising beyond a certain point 
Had manufacture proceeded at the or­
dinary rate the price of cotton would 
have risen to such a point that manu­
facturers would have been unable to 
sell their products at a profit, and finan­
cial disaster would have overwhelmed 
Lancashire. Moreover, the reductions 
of output tended to minimize any ol 
the evil effects of the speculation of the 
"cotton kings" in New York. The hard­
ships entailed by short time have been 
borne without a murmur by Abe men, 
who are, naturally, the first to suffer 
from the crisis. Indeed, it i s not alone 
the men who are the sufferers. In al­
most a o industry does female labor play 
ao Important a part It is a common 
thing to find husband and a wife and 
children working practically side by 
side in the same mill. The workers, both 
men and women, recognize that the 
steps which the masters have been com. 
pelled to take are in their ultimate in­
terests, and they cheerfully bear the Im­
mediate loss for the sake of the future. 
Normal times are shortly expected to 
return, th the opinion of those best 
qualified to judge, the mills, on the ar­
rival of the new crop, will be able to 
resume full time in October, and tbe 
crisis, tbe severest since the great cot* 
ton famine during the civil war l a the 
United States, will be over. 
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:GOSSIP FROMt 
ISKANDINAVIAI 

A Pan-German summer festival was 
held in Berlin, and the Scandinavians 
seem to have cut a big swath through 
the program. The Scandinavian so­
ciety furnished several musical num­
bers, and Scandinavian pieces were 
declaimed. Prof. Forster made an ad­
dress of welcome especially to the 
Scandinavians, enthusiastically ad­
vocating the Pan-German propaganda 
and emphasizing that the countries 
of the North are fostering pure 
branches of the Germanic tribe; that 
the genuine Germanic liberty is en­
joyed there to a greater extent than 
elsewhere; and that the great works 
of art and literature of our times are 
produced in those countries. The 
speaker proposed the establishment 
of a Pan-German association reach­
ing from the Arctic ocean to the 
Adriatic sea. The professor's fiery 
plea was received with great applause. 
Mr. Ostqufcst, a Swede, responded to 
the addiess, expressing the thanks 
of the Scandina\ians for the marked 
attention paid to them, and he as­
sured the audience that the nations 
of the North are very kindly dis­
posed towards the Germans. 

The Scandinavian fisheries exposi­
tion recently held at Marstrand, 
Sweden,, clearly brought out facts 
which will be valuable lessons to the 
fishermen of many parts of Scandi­
navia. A Noiwegian who was asked 
what he had leaint at the exposition 
gave the following succinct answer: 
"Well, we haAe learnt that the Nor­
wegians catch the most fish and make 
the least monej , that the Danes catch 
the least fish and make the most 
money, and that the Swedes fish the 
best and sail the greatest distances." 
One of the main objects of the ex­
position was to demonstrate the value 
of petroleum motors of the most re­
cent types. But a thousand other 
questions were also asked and an­
swered. Everybody realized that the 
Danes had made the greatest prog­
ress in making the trade profitable 
by means of co-operation, by facili­
tat ing the speedy transportation of 
the fresh fish to the consumers, and 
by reducing to a minimum the evil 
effects of the caprices of the weather. 
The Swedes were perhaps the most 
eager to learn and to adopt the im­
provements made by other nations, 
and very m a m of them are fortunate 
enough to own the gear which they 
use. The Norwegians are a little of 
everything. They have their "great 
hauls" with great profits, but also 
great losses, and most of the profits 
go to the dealers, so that those who 
actually catch the fish do not get 
much for their trouble. The inter­
ests of the fishermen who fetch the 
fish out of the deep and the inter­
ests of those who dispose of the 
goods in the markets of the world, 
are often antagonistic, and the rela­
tion between the two has no striking 
counterpart in Sweden and Denmark. 

The population of Denmark, Nor­
way and Sweden increased 13.20 per 
cent, 11.85 per cent and 8.23 per cent, 
respectively, during the years 1893-
1903. Norway had the largest per­
centage of emigration, almost 12 out 
of every 100 persons emigrating to 
foreign countries during the decade. 
In Sweden, only 22.3 per cent of the 
population live in cities, while the 
corresponding percentages are 28.1 
for Norwajr and 38 6 for Denmark. 
By way of comparison it may be 
mentioned that the urban population 
of England is 66.2 per cent and that 
of Germany 47.2 per cent. 

^ Hi* Credit Was Good. 
"What was the price of it?" - -
"Five dollars." 
"iyyou pay him net?" * - -• 

SWEDEN. 
The movement started a few weeks 

ago for organizing the farm laborers 
of southern Sweden into labor unions 
is hailed with delight by the old labor 
unions in the cities, and the latter have 
raised thousands of dollars to encour­
age the movement. If the land owners 
fail to make substantial concessions, 
their employes may join the social-
democratic party en masse. So far 
there is no uniformity of action among 
the land owners, some of them yield­
ing on this point, others on that, and 
some not yielding at all. 

Some space has already been devdted 
to the new textbook which Prof. Jo-
hansfon of Lund is going to write for 
the religious instruction in the public 
schools of Sweden. But the subject is 
of such importance that we do not hes­
itate to return to it whenever a new 
phase of i t is discussed in the Swedish 
press. Prof. Johansson, in his closing 
lecture on the catechism at the Lund 
lummer school, "laid great stress on 
the importance of making the necessity 
of a virtuous life very prominent in 
the new book. This indicates that the 
purelv emotioual side of a Christian's 
life wil l not appear to be of secqndary 
moment in the new book. The author 
does not expect his book to crowd out 
Luther's catechism, but he wants i t to 
be used as a religious primer. He has 
not stated what form his discourse wil l 
take; but i t i s supposed that narra­
tives will take the place of the ques­
tions and answers of the ordinary 
catechism. 

The l ingon (cloud berry) crop of 
Smaland is l ight. The blossoms were 
destroyed partly by frost, partly by 
drouth last spring. 

Bishop Rohde was asked for an 
opinion on the custum of practicing on 
the target on Sundays, and he replied 
that the efforts of the voluntary rifle 
clubs are praiseworthy from a patriotic 
point of view, and he for one did not 
think that the Sunday was any too 
good for those efforts. 

Johan Bergman may be a candidate 
for grand chief templar at the meet ing 
of the world,s grand lodge of the 
L O, G. T. next year. 

While a thunder storm was passing 
over Thoronsborg the grown people 
stepped out from a house for a few 
seconds. A blinding flash of l ight­
ning and a deafening clap of thunder 
startled them, and when they entered 
the house the child t w a s found dea£, 
also a kitten w i t h which the child had 
been playing, both having been kil led 
by the thunderbolt. " \ y t v * ^ 

A horse-flesh restaurant willjsoon be 
opened in Stockholm. Horse-flesh and 
fish wil l be the only animal food served 
at this place. The price of a dish of 
horse-flesh, wi th potatoes, bread and 
milk, wi l l be about 14 cents. 

Many of the Skane farm laborers 
who went on a strike have returned to 
work, and some of them have signed 
contracts not to be members of labor 
unions. 

General G. A. Brakenhielm, com­
mander of the first division of the 
Swedish aimy, has expressed himself 
in favor of the continuation of the 
sale of beer on the military grounds 
of Sweden. 

The Separator Manufacturing Com­
pany of Stockholm has discharged 80 
men because certain parts of separa­
tors for the American market are to 
be made in America. The company 
made change in order to become more 
independent of labor troubles in 
Stockholm. 

I t was claimed by certain parties 
that Minister of Foreign Affairs Lag-
erheim would resign at a recent cabi­
net ses&ion on board the Drott, the 
king's pleasure steamer, while it was 
anchoied at Marstrand. But that mat­
ter was not brought up at all. The 
Morgenposten states that Lagerheim 
is going to remain in office until the 
riksdag has acted upon the proposi­
tion to establish a separate consular 
service for Norway. 

John Froberg, of Finspong, who 
prints more envelopes and fancy 
cards than any other firm in Scandi­
navia, has celebrated the 25th anni­
versary of the establishment of his 
business. During these 25 years he 
has sent out 750,944 packages and 
money orders through the mails, and 
294,395 packages and boxes by rail. 
The establishment now employs about 
100 persons. About $80,000 has been 
paid out for advertisements. Mr. 
Frobeig gave a supper to 300 persons 
on his twent3r-five year jubilee, and 
a souvenir in the form of a costly al­
bum was presented to him. 

The infernal machine which almost 
killed Mr. Lundin, the manager of a 
factory in Stockholm, was not com­
pletely destroyed by the explosion, 
and what remains of it indicates that 
it had been made by a~man who has 
had the advantage of a scientific edu­
cation. Otherwise the affair is said 
to be shrouded in mj stery. 

Some Finlanders have been con­
templating the, purchase of the fa­
mous Ljung estate in Ostergotland as 
soon as its owner, the notorious Frau 
Helene von Mecklenburg, is ready to 
make a formal transfer of the prop­
erty. 

N O R W A Y . 
The postponement of the necessary 

steps towards the establishment of a 
separate consular service for Norway 
is causing ill-concealed discontent in 
Norway. 

A number of Henrik Ibsen's letters 
will soon be published in Berlin and 
Copenhagen. The Neue Rundschau 
contains interesting fragments from 
his letters to Feorg Brandes, and these 
are discussed by the German press. 
The Berlin Lokalanzeiger says that 
thej' complete the picture of the great 
man and poet as he appears in his 
dramatic works, and they also give 
some new features. The Berlin Tage-
blatt claims that the letters will cause 
a greater stir than a new Ibsen drama 
would have done. In these letters 
Ibsen appears with "his mind's glaring 
lucidity, with his uncompromising 
honesty in handling great questions 
and with the careful refinement of the 
man of the world, behind all of which 
there is warmth of feeling." Friends 
and foes alike must admit the earnest­
ness of his thoughts and the monu­
mental clearness of his expressions. 
The letters embrace the time from 1866 
to 1898, and illustrate the development 
of the poet during that period. In 
one of the letters Ibsen says; £ \ ex­
perience the sensation of continual de­
velopment. Where I stood when I 
wrote my different books there now 
stands a tolerably compact multitude." 
In a l e t ter dated Muenchen, 1888, the 
following occurs: "The national con­
sciousness is dying out, and in i ts place 
comes tribe consciousness. I have at 
least passed through this development. 
I commenced by feeling like a Norwe­
gian; I have developed into a Scandi­
navian, and now I am a member of the 
Germanio tribe." In a letter dated 
Kristiania, 1897, he writes: "I would 
like to settle down near Oresund, at a 
free and open place, where I could see 
all the sails of the ocean. Where I am 
staying now, all channels are closed, 

and all sources of disturbance are 
plugged up tight. ^ My dear Brandes, 
a man does not live in vain twenty-
seven years out there among the 
achievements of a great, liberal and 
liberating civilization." 

Consul Thorbjorn Waage exported 
60,000 barrels of herring from Stavan-
ger and Haugesund to Archangel, Rus­
sia, during the past season. 

A woman living in Konggaden, 
Drammen, was anxious to keep a pig. 
But this could not be permitted on ac­
count of the sanitary rules of the city. 
Then she wrote a strong letter to the 
king, asking him to interfere in be­
half of herself and her intended pig. 
The king sent the letter to the local 
authorities, and when they had made 
an investigation they returned i t to 
the writer with the information that 
there was no remedy for her case. This 
is the way she found out that the k ing 
is not so strong as She took him to be. 

The stockholders of the Krag-Jor-
gensen rifle company was dissolved by 
a unanimous vote. This step was due 
to the fact that the United States gov­
ernment no longer procures Krag-
Jdrgensen rifles. 

The^ work of excavating the remains 
of the Viking ship at Jonsberg is pro* 
gressing, and the search of the burial 
chamber is completed. Among the 
most interesting objects found are two 
.posts, on which heads of animals are 
carved. 

Captain Ingebrightsen, who has just 
returned from a whaling expedition 
to the Arctic seas, caught 70 whales. 

Such enormous quantities of sprat 
have been caught lately that the 
Stovanger canneries are unable t o 
consume the fish. Herring, on tho 
other hand, i s scarce. 

The dwell ing house a t Skjaggemoen, 
Vuku, north of Trondhjem, burned 
down in the night . The fire started in 
the second story. Two bed-ridden 
women on the first floor were taken 
out of the house first. When the turn 

MINNESOTA NEWS. 

H i s Son W a s A l i v e . 
The body taken from the river in St. 

Paul is not that of Chris G. Urnesa 
Urness is alive and hearty. He is 
working in a Minneapolis boarding 
house. 

The body was identified by John Ur­
ness of of Mondovi, Wis , as that of 
his son Chris who came to the Twin 
Cities during the fair week for the pur­
pose of seeing the fair. The absence 
of certain birth-marks was accounted 
for by the partial decomposition caused 
by the water. 

While the father thought the body 
taken from the river was that of his 
son he did not stop his search for him 
thinking there was a possibility of 
some mistake. What was his joy later 
to discover that his boy was still with 
the living, and working in Minneapo­
lis well and hearty, wh,ile for two days 
the aged father was weeping over the 
supposed body of his son. 

He ld TJp Gambling House . 
As Patrolman James Nolan rushed 

up to the door of the Asnmore gam­
bling rooms in Minneapolis, where he 
had been called by a shooting affray, a 
masked man, who had just held up the 
place, ran out and without wait ing an 
instant, raised his revolver and shot 
the policeman two times. 

Turning from his prostrate victim he 
saw Frank McCormick running toward 
him and fired again, but missed. Then 
as McCormick placed a revolver against 
the highwayman's he*I but he broke 
away and escaped, while the other 
snapped a broken revolver. 

The shooting occuired at the en­
trance to the gambling room over Mc­
cormick's saloon. 

The place, which is the finest 
equipped in the city, was filled with 
men at the faro tables, roulette wheels 
and poker games 

The highwayman secured only 813. 
Policeman Nolan was not seriously 
hurt. 

ROUND ABOUT tH£ STATE, 

Lumber Sh ipments . 
Shipments of lumber out of Lake 

Superior ports last month were 150,-
308,000 feet, and for the season to date 
they have been 493,324,000. This is in 
comparison with 152,443,000 and 576,-
118,000 for the corresponding periods of 
last year. The decrease is due entire­
ly to the later opening of navigation, 
for since business commenced in 19J4 
it has been it has been greater than for 
the same period in 1903. Shipments 
are going along rapidly from all ports 
and will make up a good deal of the 
losses of the early part of the year, but 
the total cannot be expected to reach 
as high. About four-ninths of ship­
ments off the lake are from Duluth and 
Two Harbors. Ashland comes next. 

Cases are Ended . 
If the motion offered by the county 

attorney when the case against A. A. 
Ames was called is granted by the 
judges of the district court, the former 
mayor of Minneapolis wil l never be 
brought to trial upon a corruption 
charge. The motion, was in brief, to 
nolle all the indicments now standing 
against the ex-mayor, ten in number. 

One of the indictments is for offering 
a bribe to a public officer, another for 
conspiracy, another for extortion and 
seven for receiving a bribe. Mr. Board-
man in moving that the indictments be 
dismissed, gave full reasons. 

Precarious accident. 
Arthur Smith of Lockhart met w i t h 

a precarious accident and i t was at 
first thought the accident would prove 
fatal Together with some neighbors 
he was preparing to go hunting and 
just before starting they drove up to a 
9hock of oats and were going to throw 
on some bundles for feed. Smith threw 
out the pitchfork and then jumped out 
of the wagon. In some way the t ines 
were upturned and in jumping out of 
the wagon Smth landed on the fork, 
the tines entering his body full 
length, taking two men to extract the 
fork. 

The chances are favorable for his re­
covery but the accident is a very seri­
ous one and it will be some time before 
Mr. Smith wil l be able to be around 
again. 

N e w s i n Brief. 

The Northern Pacific received four 
tourist cars of a new type. They are 

in tihe°different meaningsof that~wordj [ ? a r g e . r t h a n t h o s e n o w i n u s e a n d t h e 

interior furnishings are much finer 
than usually found in such cars. 

Thomas H. Loyhed of the firm, of 
T. H. Loyhed & Son, at Faribault, is 
the oldest hardware merchant in 
Minnesota. He came to this state 
from Tompkins county, New York, 
in 1853. 

Not a democrat in Washington 
county filed for legislative, commis­
sioner or other county office nor for 
city treasurer. 

Max Voelk, aged 78, was found dead 
in his room at Monticello. Death 
was caused by heart failure. 

The new No. 4 wheat grade estab­
lished by the state grain inspection 
department was put into force at the 
Minneapolis chamber of commerce. 
The new grade is between No. 3 and 
rejected, and was made because of 
the damage to this year's crop. The 
qualifications call for a weight tes t 
of from 49 to 53> pounds. 

M. V. Facey, whose apiary is lo­
cated at Preston, is the largest single 
owner of bees in Minnesota, and one 
of about fifty largest owners in the 
United States. His hives are widely 
scattered over th is section to take 
advantage of the varying blossoms 
that come at different seasons. Just 
now he i s ready to contribute a fine 
exhibit of strained honey to the 
world's fair. Only a few exhibits of 
this class will appear from Minne­
sota. 

Dr. Ohage reports that 185,886 pec* 
pie bathed at Harriet island, St. Paul t 

during t b e season. 
Buried for s ix hours under several 

thousand tons of ore, 150 feet below 
tbe surface, Joseph Stobloz, Henry 
Krenziag and John Keswics, all Fin-
lander miners working in a drift at 
No. 2 shaft of t b e Adams mine, are 
today thanking Providence that their 
lives were not crushed out instantly. 
I n the history of mining on the Me* 
saba range, no case has ever come 
t o public attention "which m o r e close* 

tcame for t w o children w h o were sleep- % resembled a miracle than this one* 
ing upstairs the flames bad made such 
headway that the unfortunate ones 
could not be reached, and they were 
burned to death„;> Lf X ^ ^ ^ P ^ ^ 

The s tate fair managers may ask 
tbe legislature to appropriate money 
for a stadium in which t o bold tbe 
cattle shows. ?; s'r „ \ 

t* 

The Mower county fair has t w o 
thousand entries. 

More than 1,500 homeseekers pass 
through St. Paul. 

The body of a Minneapolis man is 
found in the river. 

Electric storm causes considerable 
damage at St. Paul. 

A Minneapolis chess player wins 
mid-summer tournament. 

A food inspector in Minneapolis is 
nearly mobbed by women. 

Harold P. Bend wins the golf cham­
pionship of the town and Country 
club. 

Congressman McCleary challenges 
H. J. Miller to a series of joint de­
bates. 

Mrs. Ada Updegraff of St. Paul is 
burned severely by the explosion of 
gasoline. 

The state normal board of review 
grants licenses to fifty-three to teach 
in Minnesota. 

The commissioners expect that the 
new capitol will be ready for use on 
the first of the year. 

Henry Weingarth of St. Paul is 
pounded to unconsciousness by higS-
waymen and robbed of $100. 

Bemidji has a new town pump cap­
able of l ifting several million gallons 
of water in a very short time. 

A state fair visitor, supposed to be 
Oscar Colrud of Rosholt, Wis., is 
killed by a St. Paul street car. 

Extensive improvements are being 
made by the Great Northern on its 
tracks, yards and depot at Fosston. 

There is a fight on to a finish be­
tween the railroads entering Minne­
apolis over the question of shipping 
charges. ^ 

A shed filled with grain on the farm 
of William Corcoian, near Witoka, 
was struck by l ightning and was de-
strc^ed. 

The big financial venture" of former 
Senator Charles A. Towne and his 
eastern associates in the Beaumont 
oil fields has bursted. 

Hastings will hold a street fair and 
carnival on Oct. 5, 6, 7 and 8. The 
T. C. Cash Carnival company of St. 
Paul will furnish attractions. 

St. Paul carried off the honors in 
the market garden display this year, 
defeating the Minneapolis market 
gardeners by a score of 89& to 643. 

The rails spread under the weight 
of a logging train south of Menahga 
and a bad^ wreck was the result. All 
traffic was delayed about eighteen 
hours. 

Peter Olson, county commissioner 
of Sibley county, lost his barn, two 
horses, hay, feed and harness by fire. 
The total loss is $3,000; insurance, 
$1,000 

R. Keiser, a brakeman for the Bur­
lington railway, was mangled to 
death under the wheels of a freight 
train below the fish hatchery, St. 
Paul. 

; In attempting to put on a belt 
while the machine was in motion, 
Henry Kahler, a thresher near Cot­
tonwood had * his arm broken and 
scalp cut. 

Search is continued without result 
for the body of James Mafreagh, who 
was killed in the acetylene explo­
sion which wrecked a Cass Lake 
building. 

Inspired by the success of bandits 
who prey upon the country folk, a 
Minneapolis negress armed herself 
with a revolver and held up Albert 
Anderson, a stranger. 

Under instruction from the countj 
commissioners, the county surveyor 
has re-surveyed school district No. 
123 of the town of Plymouth, known 
as the Bass Lake school. 

Several well-known Minneapolis 
merchants reported to the police that 
they had been duped by a pretty 
young woman, who had an unlimited 
supply of counterfeit bills. 

While Sam Larson, a Golden Valley 
milkman, enjoyed an afternoon nap 
at his home, sneak thieves invaded 
the house and separated Sam from a" 
roll of bills amounting to $189. 

Rural free delivery carriers ap­
pointed for Minnesota routes: Court-
land, route one, R. W. Zimmtrman; 
Eden Valley, route one, E. Welliver; 
Long Lake, route one, J. H. Amlaw. 

A ruling has been made by the 
state insurance department that all 
companies writing tornado insurance 
must state in the policies the insur­
able value of the buildings insured. 

A. P. Blagik, deputy game warden, 
has been engaged for two weeks in 
putt ing back into the Mississippi 
thousands of fish fry that have been 
caught by the falling waters and left 
in pockets. 

I t is now stated that the committee 
which has been dealing with the 
Crookston library site is an illegal 
body, and a new one will have to be 
appointed and all the work be done 
over again. 

From reports received of the prog­
ress on the new Soo line road to Win­
nipeg i t is expected that the line will 
be completed and through train serv­
ice started between St. Paul and 
Winnipeg by Nov. 1. 

John Williams and John Higgens, 
who are wanted on a charge of bur­
glarizing J. W. Berg's hardware store 
in Little Falls, two weeks ago, have 
been arrested at New Hampton, Iowa, 
and will be brought back. 

Mrs. Charles Edison, residing about 
a mile and a half north of Pine Island 
village, committed suicide by hang­
ing^ She made a loop out of some 
cloth and fastened i t to a doorknob. 
In a semi-sitting positon she then 
strangled to- death. 

Former Postmaster E. E. Price of 
Marcy postoffice, at Highland, has 
been arraigned on the charge of 
sending inaccurate statement of the 
number of stamps cancelled at his 
office wi th a view to increasing his 
compensation. Mr. Price furnished 
a bond and was released from cus­
tody. 

A man has won the first premium 
for an embroidered centerpiece of­
fered at tbe state fair. For the first 
t ime in the history of the fair t h e 
sacred precincts of woman's work has 
been invaded and the prize carried 
off by a man, a Minneapolis man, 
Louis Glader by name. 

Burglars broke into T. Kierland's 
drug store at Rushford and stole 
forty gold rings, valued a t $150, and 
a double barreled shotgun. Last 
night the Milwaukee depot at Peter­
son, five miles w e s t of Rushford, w a s 
robbed, and i t is thought the same 
persons operated a t both places. 

From the Inside of a 
Torpedo Boat Destroyer 
What Happens on One o f These Mighty Engines o f 

Naval Warfare When in Action. 

HE wasps of the ocean; such 
are the torpedo boats and 
torpedo boat destroyers of 

tC^/jSkJfJ t n e n a v l e s o£ th« world. 
K rfcSr These 'wa-sps of the Japa­

nese and Russian navies 
have played such a promi­

nent part in the present war that they 
have aroused a new and keener interest 
in themselves on the part, not only of 
the naval authorities of the world, but 
of the lay public. This interest is rea­
son enough to warrant the printing of 
an article describing these infernal ma­
chines of the deep. 

Let us 'begin as she first puts to sea 
in quest of her prey, and outstrips 
everything that is going her way. If 
it should be your privilege, as it has 
been mine, to be aboard, yera feel the 
joy and pride of the young commander 
into whose keeping a destroyer is given, 
because you know that under your feet 
is a ship which is the swiftest, most de­
structive and most merciless of all the 
ships of war that float. 

Very soon you get into the open sea, 
rushing past wobbling lightships and 
slow-going craft which you overhaul so 
quickly that they appear to lie inert 
on the water. The destroyer seems to 
scent the battle with the weather from 
afar She pants eagerly on. 

From time to time a wave slaps heavi­
ly against the bow. and you feel the 
shiver of it throughout the ship's frail 
length. A destroyer is flexible in her 
construction, and is built to "give" to 
the seas. After all, she is simply a thin 
skin of steel on a light framework, and 
sometimes you can see her ribs show­
ing through their covering, like those 
of a lean, sinewy and enduring runner. 

By this time you are in oilskins— 
which you need badly—and when you 
proceed along the deck at all you do 
BO crabwise, and grip with tenacious af­
fection anything that will save you from 
a fall. You have tumbled instinctively 
into the way of destroyers, which is one 
demanding that you should put all dig­
nity and stiffness aside, and obey all 
her whims and fancies, which are many. 
Her purpose is to haxry and oppress, 
and, being a ruthless mistress, she har­
ries most those who serve her best 

Pitchings, rolling wallowings, twist-
ings, dippings—all the sea gyrations 

•7 

$$M 

LOOKING AFT FROM THE BRIDGE. 

that ever were—are loved and practiced 
by the destroyer. In these marine gym­
nastics she stands an easy first, for 
which reason, in bad weather, the com­
mander has his spells of sickness, and 
the toughest seaman keeps him sympa­
thetic company. , 

And with all this physical suffering 
there is the acme of discomfort. Seas 
break on board, rising high over the 
bows, thudding on the turtle-back, 
smashing against the breakwater, 
streaming in solid masses down the 
deck, and going overboard again in a 
yeasty smother. Water i s everywhere 
—on deck and below, in the men's quar­
ters, m the officers' quarters, in the 
bunks, under the oilskins. It cannot he 
kept out. 

The work of the commander is not 
fancy work, nor is his ship a fancy ship. 
There is no poetry of sail about her, 
no evidence of luxury; but if you care 
for the poetry of motion, and plenty of 
it, you will find it there. 

Think of what he controls—a long, 
black, low bull, rising for the most 
part only a few feet above the water, 
the exception being the bows, which 
serve the double purpose of protecting 
the ship in heavy weather and affording 
accommodation for the crew. Very ex­
cellent accommodation it is, for there 
are two forecastle's in which about 60 
men live and sleep, not all at one time, 
of course, since there Is always the 
watch on deck, so that those below have 
plenty of room in which to move and 
sleep and eat, and do the numberless 
odd jobs that occupy the waking and 
off duty hours of the wonderful "handy­
man." 

For t h e rest, the deck runs flush from 
the forecastle, the levelness being 
broken up, however, by the low, huge 
ventilators, the two torpedo tubes, one 
behind the other, amidships, where 
they command a wide range of action, 
and the after gun platform. In these 
tubes a couple ©f torpedoes are stowed, 
and another pair of these beautiful and 
deadly weapons are in reserve in a wa­
ter tank below. -

Tbe commander has, therefore, four 
torpedoes at his service; that is to say, 
he has the means of destroying utterly, 
with luck—which, in practice at any 
rate, is never likely to come his w a y -
four first-class battleships which have 
cost, in round figures, more than a 
sum of $5,000,000! And the value of 
his own craft is $350,000. 

The commander's ship is a shell, i t is 
true, but a shell every part of which 
Is a marvel of ingenuity and skill; and 
the most marvelous of all parts is the 
engine room, for here are the engines 
which develop the 7,000-horse power 
which is needed to make the destroyer 
rush through the water at 30 miles an 
hour, and fills her with that madness 

of life which seems to represent the 
very lust of destruction. 

In the stokehold an astonishing reve­
lation awaits you, especially if you have 
had experience of other similar dens. 
I have been in the stokeholds of a good 
many steamers, from a Cunarder—in 
which I gasped and shoveled for near­
ly two hours before resigning my post 
—to a North sea trawler, and have mar­
veled that men could endure it and live. 
I expected the destroyer's stokehold to 
be a perfect oven; and, lo! it was quite 
cool and comfortable, and marvelous 
in its devices for saving labor and safe­
guarding life and limb. 

She is doing her top speed, and you 
may know it by the mad rush of the 
water past you, the metallic rattle which, 
almost deafens you, the crazy trembling 
of the deck beneath you, and the furious 
belching of the smoke from the fun­
nels, to say nothing of the showers of 

LOOKING FORWARD THROUGH A 
PORTHOLE IN THE CONNING TOW­
ER. 

fine cinders which are shot out of the 
stacks and are carriPd overboard or fall 
in myriads on the deck. 

In the brain of the ship—appropriate­
ly situated in her head—is the com­
mander. This bram is the conning-tow-
er—that circular structure under the 
forward gun-platform, just ahead of the 
bridge, which is more than likely to es ­
cape the attention of the ordinary vis­
itor to a destrojer. It is made of ar­
moured plate thick enough to resist rifle 
bullets and small missiles, and just 
large enough to hold two men and the 
necessary machinery for guiding the 
ship. 

Like all officers who serve in destroy­
ers, he is young and dare-devil—and he 
has need of being both for such a des­
perate task as that which has been al­
lotted to him. His motto, in all prob­
ability, is: "Death or Glory," and, inas­
much as he despises all risks, and does 
not even pause to consider them, he is 
certain to meet with the one or gam 
the other. 

He knows that he is at liberty, if he 
feels so disposed, to risk his ship and 
his crew in an attempt to destroy the 
enemy. 

In the dead of night he has found 
his quarry—a huge, noble, new battle­
ship, which is lying fearfully at anchor 
in a roadstead, dreading an attack from 
some sea hornet and making her best de­
fensive preparations. Her torpedo-
nets are hung around her, and her crew 
are on the alert. At almost numberless 
guns men are stationed, and the muz­
zles command an area of sea in which 
a destroyer cannot live for more than a 
few seconds. The odds are seriously 
against the commander, but he has 
made up his mind to face them and taka 
his chances in a grand and daring rush. 

The die is cast. It is touch and go 
with death. The destroyer gives na 
mercy, nor does she expect any—shs 
would not receive it even if she did. Full 
speed ahead she rushes towards her 
quarry—the vast bulk whose search­
lights send out intense beams which are 
like gigantic feelers on the face of the 
waters, feelers for that ruthless enemy 
which can dash up, fire, and disappear 
almost before her presence has been 
guessed. These very searchlights 
prove the battleship's undoing by act-. 

THE WAKE OF A DESTROYER WHEH 
GOING AT FULL SPEED. 

ing as a target for the swooping foe. 
The commander is greatly daring, and 

luck is with him. He approaches his 
prey and runs up within striking dis­
tance unobserved, for the strong beams 
have momentarily left the course he is 
taking and leave a black space in which 
he can steal onward unseen. A signal 
from the conning-tower, and the first 
torpedo is discharged. Another order 
and the second goes, lest the first shouid 
have missed the target. 

But the luck of the bold has been with 
the commander, and both the terrible 
missiles have struck home. By the 
time they explode the destroyer has 
turned and i s racing back into the 
dark night and safety. Of retaliatory 
fire there is none, since hopeless panie 
has fallen upon the battleship's com­
pany when the roar and concussion 
have pronounced her doom. 

A few lives are saved, but she herself 
and nearly all her crew have disap­
peared. It is a noble victory—greater 
than annihilating a regiment on land 
could be, because another regiment can 
be raised in a few days or weeks, men 
being plentiful and cheap; but a battle­
ship is the work of many months, and, 
with most nations, several years. 

.WALTER WOOI* 
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