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wins. But then the people will 
have it in their power to change 
the management and try again. 

No great reform movement has 
ever died until it has at least seen 
its purpose partially accomplish
ed, and we think Bro. Crosby 
will find that this will be true of 
the municipal ownership move
ment also. 
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REFORM MOVEMENTS. 
Our esteemed contemporary, 

the Gazette, studied the election 
returns for a couple of weeks and 
then came to the conclusion that 
the municipal ownership idea 
would have its day the same as 
the free silver craze and the 
greenback movement, and would 
subside like them. It sees in 
this movement a revival of popu
lism, which is not a very bad 
guess for the Gazette. Populism 
stood for government ownership 
of such public utilities as were 
by their nature monopolies, 
which of course includes muni
cipal-lighting and water plants 
and street railways. The city 
voters are beginning to see that 
these monopolies should belong 
to the people at large and not be 
used to create millions for a 
favored few out of the necessites 
of the masses. 

But the Gazette's hope for the 
death of this idea, based on the 
passing of the greenback and 
free silver movements, has little 
foundation. It should be remem
bered that these ideas did not die 
because the people changed their 
minds, but because conditions to 
some extent changed. The green-
backers protested against the 
contraction of the money volume 
and the destruction of the green
backs. The destruction ceased, 
and tho the issue of paper money 
demanded by them did not come 
the government partially pro
vided for the increase of the 
money volume by passing the 
Bland silver bill, which gave an 
addition of 24,000,000 a year to 
the currency.' This increase of 
the money volume brought new 
life to American trade and manu
facturing. Many people thought 
the increase would be sufficient 
to keep up with the growth of 
trade, and the greenback move 
ment died because it had, as 
most people thought, accomplish
ed its purpose. Nobody at that 
time had any idea that the money 
lords would ever have the audac
ity to reduce the silver money to 
mere token money, redeemable 
in gold. 

The increase proved insuffi
cient, and again the demand for 
more money arose. As silver 
had helped to bring back good 
times in 1878, even under limited 
coinage, many turned to that 
metal as the most logical source 
of supply, and the free silver 
movement started. How it was 
defeated by bribery and corrup
tion of the basest sort has been 
lately told in the exposures made 
by Tom Lawson and in the in
vestigation of the insurance com
panies. No well-informed person 
now doubts that with a clean 
campaign in 189.6 the majority of 
the people would have voted for 
free silver, not because of any 
particular merit they saw in that 
metal but because they wanted 
more money. Free silver was 
defeated, but nature itself aveng
ed the wrong done to the people. 
The great gold discoveries tem
porarily solved the question of 
money supply. An increased 
money volume again brought 
good times.- How long this will 
continue nobody knows. But 
the man who speaks of the free 
silver movement as a "craze" 
that died out shows that he is 
ignorant of the fundamental prin
ciple of that movement and of the 
cause that temporarily settled the 
question... # ' 

The question of ownership of 
the great public utilities cannot 
be settled by any such cause as 
settled the free silver question. 
It cannot be neglected; it must 
be settled in some way satisfac
tory to the people. There are 
only two alternatives; either there 
must be stringent regulation, 
squeezing out of watered stock 
and then reducing the cost of 
service to a point where it will 
pay only a fair dividend on capital 
actually invested in the business, 
equal advantages to all in way of 
service and good service to the 
people; or else the people will 
take-possession of the properties 
and run them. There may be 
mistakes made in management 
At firot if mumcipalOwnership 

Will the next congress pass a 
rate regulation bill? Very likely 
it will, for the railroads have 
come to realize that something 
must be done to check the wave 
of government ownership ideas 
that is sweeping over the coun
try. But it is a very safe bet 
that the bill which will pass will 
be fathered by Steve Elkins of 
West Virginia, the ablest and 
most unscrupulous railroad rep
resentative in congress. He 
possesses a peculiar ability in 
the line of making up bills that 
seem to offer reform but in real
ity are intended only to make 
the people believe something has 
been done. It will be remember-, 
ed that a few years ago he stop
ped popular clamor by an anti-
rebate bill, which practically did 
nothing more than to remove the 
imprisonment clause in the Sher
man antitrust law, thus making 
it safer for the railroads to grant 
rebates as they did not have to 
fear that any of their officers 
would have to go to jail for it. 
Every time that some effective 
legislation against railroad dis
crimination has been proposed it 
has been sidetracked by some 
worthless substitute which has 
been widely heralded as a great 
reform measure, and we are very 
likely to see the trick turned 
again. Such a measure would 
satisfy, the politicians who are 
shouting for rate regulation, to 
make themselves pof)ular; the 
question is, will the people allow 
themselves to be fooled again or 
will they keep up the agitation 
till we get the only thoroly effi
cient railroad regulation—gov
ernment ownership? 

Supt. of the Census Hanson 
in his report of the fifth decen
nial state census has this to say 
regarding the recount at WUlmar: 

"In the City of Wil lmar there was 
some dissatisfaction over the returns 
of the state enumerator s and later the 
commercial c lub of Wil lmar took up 
the matter and was permitted to make 
a recount of the second and third 
wards of that city, the result being 
that 215 names were added to the state 
schedules. One of the enumerators 
stated that one schedule of eighty 
names had in some manner been lost 
before he made his final returns to the 
census bureau. The remainder of the 
names added to the schedules were 
found to be names of persons whojhad 
resided in Wil lmar on the first day of 
June, 1905, and who had been nnssed 
by the enumerators." 

No one who knows anything 
about the matter doubts that two 
hundred more names would have 
been added to the Willmar lists 
if the city had had a fair count. 
The Commercial Club was turned 
down in its first respectful repre
sentations, and no assurance was 
received that any names would be 
added to the schedules if fur 
nished until the reports were in 
the hands of the printers and 
there was not time to make a 
complete recount. The faith of 
Willmar people in the accuracy 
of the fifth decennial census has 
been shaken to the point where 
they believe that the money it 
cost was badly spent. 

Supposing you had property 
worth a t h o u s a n d do l lars . 
,Wouldn't it be a snap if you could 
write out a note for the same 
amount and loan it to your neigh 
bor at eight or ten per cent in
terest, still keeping and using 
the property which is supposed 
to be behind the note? Well, 
that is the kind of a snap the 
national banks are enjoying, and 
in addition'their property (gov
ernment bonds) is exempt from 
taxation. That is the kind of a 
financial system you have been 
voting to build up and support. 

; v.;r POPULISM it JUSTICE, UV^ 
EDITOR W I L L M A R T R I B U N E : . A few 

years a g o populism was ridiculed by 
old party bosses as a heresy, f. I ta |ad-
vocates were traduced and called wild 
fanatics—a mischievous element un
worthy of respect. Now the old party.] 
leaders are hypocritically advocating I 
many of the populist doctrines. The 
public ownership of all public utilities 
is one of them. The reoent mayoralty 
election in the City of New York is a 
notable example of the oncoming in
auguration of populism in the affairs 
of government. Representing the pub
lic ownership of all public franchises, 
Mr. Hearst was elected mayor if ; an 
honest count of the ballots ean be se* 
cured. He polled over two hundred 
thousand votes. The reform candi
date for city attorney was elected. 
This result honors the electors of the 
great metropolis. It represents an 
aroused public sentiment against the 
rogues in the public service. This 
sentiment controlled the election in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. It will con
trol the nation. , *'-

There are s igns of a populist re-
awa ening in Minnesota. Many of its 
old trusted leaders have crossed the 
silver river and entered upon the cam
paign of eternity. Some are forced 
into indifference by discouragement. 
Some have been quieted by the graft
ers argument. But there are honest, 
earnest leaders who refuse to surren
der to mammon. Among them stands 
Hon. Thomas J. Meighen, of whom 
the St . Paul-Dispatch recently said: 

"To Thomas J . Meighen, of Pres
ton, a member of the present board of 
equalization, is being given'credit for 
the franchise tax decision handed 
down by the supreme court. Meighen 
started the fight in 1899, when a mem
ber of the board, by forcing through 
a motion increasingthe Western Union 
company's assessment to 91,000,000. 
Al l that he had on his side was a maj
ority of one. The others* contended 
the courts would overthrow' it. Mr. 
Meighen was a democrat then, but last 
year he was in the republican ranks, 
industriously fighting for R. C. Dunn. 
How he came to be appointed on the 
present board by Gov. Johnson has 
been regarded as a mystery. Just the 
same, however, Gov. Johnson and his 
advisers seem to think highly of h im." 

How to rob the people without their 
knowing the how, has been a leading 
study of the bosses of both the old 
parties. To support the public ser
vice there must be taxation. The con
stitution declares that it mustbe equal, 
but the bosses have evaded this justice 
by legislating into existence a system 
of taxation robbery whereby the 
wealth producers on the farms and in 
the work shops are made to pay the 
taxes of the special privileged classes 
and trusts. Populism proposes a rem
edy for this outrage and Mr. Meighen 
proposes to enforce the remedy. Re
cognizing the aid of the People's par
ty in securing his election Gov. Lind 
appointed him a member of the equal 
ization board of 1899. To his duties 
on that board Mr. Meighen carried 
his populistic convictions. B o w to 
make the special privileged c lass pay 
a fair proportion of the taxes had 
aroused his active mind. ^ The^ssess -
ment of the street "car monopoly' was 
increased by bis persistent effort. H e 
proposed An advance of the Western 
Union Company to one mill ion dol-
1 ars. Its attorney s deel ared the courts 
would not sustain the raise. Other 
corporation atttorneys endorsed the 
corporation declaration; but Mr. 
Meighen took an opposite view and 
secured a majority of one for the bne 
million dollar assessment1 The com
pany refused to pay the tax. The 
state went into court to enforce its 
rights and now the company pays the 
tax, the penalties and costs For this 
item of justice the people are indebted 
to a courageous populist. 

But, in opposition to the grafters 
and taxation dodgers, Gov. Johnson 
put Mr. Meighen on the present board 
of equalization and the'old party bos
ses are unable to comprehend the ap
pointment. .For reasons of h is own 
Mr. Meighen opposed the election of 
Gov. Johnson. Not as a republican 
but as a populist. He had no perso
nal knowledge of Mr. Johnson and 
had no confidence in the management 
of his party leaders. In this connec
tion I.will not attempt the enlighten
ment of those who are astonished by 
Mr. Meighen's appointment. The peo
ple recognize it as a wise selection. 
The good accomplished thereby will 
be more apparent at the c lose of the 
next meeting of the board. 

If Mr. Meighen's notions of taxa 
tion are ever put into practice all tax
ation will be confined to land and in
comes. A graduated income tax 
should take the place of the robber's 
personal property tax as now levied. 
This i s populism, in part. Its great
est achievement will be the establish
ment of an honest money system with 
out a redemption dollar but every 
dollar, whether gold, s i lver or paper, 
a full legal tender issued by the gov
ernment. Then there will be no en
forced swapping dol lars with a prem 
ium for the shark. 

W . A. H O T C H K I S S * 

7c Apron Ginghams, 
fast colors , s p e c i a l . , 3 THE NEW STORE i^^^^cj 

Bemidji, with some forty sa 
loons, has not money enough in 
the city treasury to meet current 
expenses and besides a large 
amount of indebtedness, tt is 
now talking of issuing bonds. 
Yet money is not scarce in Be
midji. The Bemidji Pioneer says 
that about $10,000 was spent to 
elect the present mayor, who 
stood for a "wide-open" policy. 
Thousands for corruption but 
nothing for legitimate bills—that 
is the general results of a saloon 

REMARKABLE SALE of 
Skirts Priced Way Below Material Cost 

*T*HE Skirts are now on our sales tables—100 of them—pedestrian lengths, 
up-to-date styles, splendid fitting, excellent quality materials, panamas, 

serges, meltons, mohairs, in popular colors of b!ues, grays, browns, blacks 
and fancy. Some all pleated, some all gored, and some in flounce ef
fects. Good dependable garments every one of them. Divided into five 
big lots for ease in selection. ON SALE FRIDAY MORNING. 

Skirts in fancy mixtures, 
plaincolors, grays and brown, 
$2.00 to $4.00 values, 

$1.39 

Skirts in fancy mixtures and 
serges, grays and blacks, 
$3.00.to $5.00 values, 

$2.37 

Skirts in panamas, serges, 
meltons and fancy mixtures; 
blue, black and brown, $4 to $6 
values, 

$2.95 

Skirts in serges, panamas and 
plain mixtures, blues, brown's 
and green, $5 to $6.50 values, 

$3.95 

Skirts in mohair, panamas 
and serges, pleated and gored 
browns and blacks, 16.50 t o 
•8.09 values. 

$4.96 

Remarkable Values in Women's and Mioses' Cloaks 

HTHE past fine weather has been against the cloak and suit trade and we have more of these garments than we should 
at this time. For one week, commencing Friday, we place on sale every garment at the following reductions in 

price* All are new and up-to-date styles. 

Women 

Women 

Women 

Women 

's $18.00 Coats 

$12.59 

's $15.00 Goats 

$11.59 

's $25.00 Coats 

$17.59 

's $12.00 Coats 

$7.59 

now 

now 

now 

now 

Misses' 112.50 Coats 

$9.45 

Misses' $10.00 Coats 

$3.75 

' Misses' $8.00 Coats 

$5.75 

Misses' $7.00 Coats 

$5.26 

now 

now 

now 

now 

ALL CHILDREN'S $5.00 AND $6.00 CLOAKS REDUCED TO $ 3 . 9 8 . 

"VAR DETICKE DET JAG SADE?'' 
Att Ola I dessa dagar k&nner sig 

lite mer anKvanligt lifvad, och glad 
kan lngen fortftnka honom. Hftr hlwr 
has i e t tjugotal aiar fAtt Hda shr
iek for det ban pastod att %Xk polltisk 
vitdom och arlighat ioka v»r samlad 

i det republikanska partiet. Mangen 
hederlig gammal republikan har ska-
kat pa huf vudet ocb undrat pa om det 
ej var nagon skruf 10s i Olas tanke-
maskin da han kunde tro att ej allt 
som det glorvordiga republikanska 
partiet gjorde var godt. Som en foljd 
af denna misstanke voro de alldeles 
eniga om att (3 el ej kunde ga an att be-
tro Ola att skota ett litet embete der 
det endast var fraga om att kunna 
skrifva och rakna de fyra enkla talen 
—ehuru de ej tvekade att ge honom 
vard om deras barn i en lang tid. Se 
saken var den att nar det. var fragan 
om ett embete sa funno de ej Olas 
namn efter det republikanska parti-
namnet, men nar -det blef fragan om 
att engagera en larare kom ej parti-
namnet frain och de gldmde sina hem-
ska misstankar angaende hans sinnes-
st3mning.v 

Men nu har det blif vit annat ljud i 
skallan. ., De mast inbitna republi
kanska tidningar medgifva nu att den 
republikanska styrelsen i Pennsyl-
vanien ar genomrutten, och narmare 
en million' republikaner i ,sagda stat 
medgafvo det p& det mast fOrstandiga 
satt, genom att rosta for motpartiets 
kandidat. Samma erkannande gjor-
des i Philadelphia. I New York stad 
erkanna republikanerna oppet att de
ras store ledare, Piatt och Odell, 
gjorde gemensam sak med den geriom-
ruttna Tammannyli'gan. I Ohio 
gjordes samma erkannande af n&ra en 
half mill ion republikaner—mojligtvis 
mera, ty det ar troligt att den republi
kanska guvernorskandidaten erholl 
en mangd demokratiska roster fran 
krogl igans sida. Minnesotas repub
likan are gjorde samma bekannelse 
for ett ar sedan. S a nu har det blif-
vit riktigt pa modet att erkanna hvad 
Ola sa lange pastatt, nemligen att ett 
partinamn ej gor en person hvarken 
firlig eller oarl ig , men att ett parti 
som lange har haft makten blir en till-
flyktsortfor oar l iga personer som On-
ska skansa.t i l l s ig embeten och privi-
legter. Dessa element samla s ig al-
drig kring minoritetspartien. De ha 
ej nagon politisk Ofvertygelse, utan 
lutsa s ig tro hvad majoriteten tror. 
Ju fastare majoriteten tror pa ofel-
barheten af ett sarskllt parti ju mera 
bruk kunna de gOra af sagda parti. 

Nar folket blir kvif . , denna tro pa 
ett partis ofelbarhet kunna de forst 
Mi sansade medborgare. De kunna 
da fOrdomsfrittgranska hvarje ny po
litisk fr&ga och efter grundligt studi-
um afgora hvad som ar rfttt, och se
dan rOsta i Ofverensstamelse dermed. 
Om alia medborgare sage saken fran 
den synpunkten skulle vi snart fa alia. 
nOdvandiga reformer/ Partiledarne 
skulle da ej langre vaga bli redskap 
Mr plutokrater och korporationer, ty 
de visste da att, de ej tiade makt att 
fullgora sitt kontrakt med d e s s a . . , ^ 
; Olas polit lska ideer kunna samman-
fattas som fOljeri* _• ..-'v. f, v/V \/; ,;>.^ 

Ingen menniska *r al lvls eller ofel-
bar, derfOre kan intet parti vara t u , ^ 
komligt I dessa banseeoden 

lngen stor reform har najjonsin 
genomfdrts af ett parti som lange har 
haft makten, derfdre att a l ia reaktion-
ara krafter samlas kring ett sadant 
parti och vanligen kontrollera det. 
Finnes tva nagorlunda jemnstarka 
garni a partier sa dela dessa krafter 
s ig sa att de kunna ha l la balansen 
mellan dessa partier och ge majori
teten till det parti som lofvar att gOra 
mast fOr deras intressen. I stallet fOr 
att vanta till ens parti har uppsatt 
sin platform innan man vet hvad man 
skall tro, bOr en medborgare sjelf stu-
dera dagens brannade sporjsmal till 
dess han far en fast 5fv. rtygelse och 
sedan se efter hvilket parti som bast 
representerar hans ide. Sedan bOr 
han se efter hvad sorts man si a i spet-
sen f5r detta parti, och om ban firmer 
dem vardiga sa bOr han sluta s i g till 
sagda parti till dess denna fraga blif-
vit lost. Om han sa handlar ar han 
en fri medborgare; annars ar han en 
partislaf och blir ett redskap i band-
era a pa oar l iga ledare Just nu ser 
det ut som om denna sanna medbor^ 
erl iga anda skulle gOra s ig gallande 
i vart land. 

DerfOre torde man nrsakta att Ola 
ej kan lata bli att jub la ; och komma 
fram med den der gamla retsamma 
anmarkningen: "Var det icke det 
jag sade?" 

O L A V&RML&NNING. 

. JACK PARROTT H U R D FROM. 
I am in reseet of a letter from Jack 

Parrottt, whitch eksplanes why he hez 
not bin hurd from for kwite a spell, 
and I hearby giv it to the publick so 
thet.thay may enjoy the valewabel in
form ay shun kontaned tharein: 

* Panama, Nov. 9, 1905. 
Frend Cricketts:—Heving a short 

breething spell from my ardewus doo-
tys as sivvil enjinear of the Panama 
d}tch kommishun I will send yu a few 
l ines to let yu no how the grate wurk 
fz progreslng. I must say this iz won 
of the moast marvellus enjinearing 
feets I evver saw or hurd of. W e hev 
got the Frentch eniinears beet awl hol
lo , and we havent begun in urnest yet 
To dalt we hev suckseaded in spend
ing over 11 millyun dollars, whitch iz 
surtenly remarkabel konsiddering the 
fakt thet we hev not got the bewrb of 
ekspenditewrs farely organized yet. 
W e hev bin kwite biszy chanjing enji-
nears and,plans, whitch helps wonder
fully in redoosing the surplus in the 
trennewry * Now, it It konslderd good 
biiotf • pollysy to keap a larj surplus 

from akkewmelating in the govern
ment treshewry, and for the help we 
hev g'ivven in this "good wurk of "put
ting the monney into surkewlayshun 
we awt to hev grate thanks. 

W e hev to dait ewsd up 15,798 reems 
of phoolskap paiper drawing up plans 
and spessyfikashuns for offisers resi-
denses, muskeetoe traps, hospitals , 
insain asylums, boarding bawls, lek-
tewr rooms, summer kottajes, pies-
shew r yotts for the cheef enjinears, 
and other impoartant parts of the 
wurk. A few enjinears boo did not 
possess the nesscssary nolledj to taik 
part in this wurk hev amewsd them-
selvs by drawing up plans and spessi-
fikashuns for a kanal, sum of them 
wurking on a see levvel k anal and the 
others desyning a kanal with Yai l 
locks to hoald the water from spi l l ing 
owt W e hev now got neerly thru with 
owr planning and ar ankshusly wate-
iog for a new cheef enjinear so we kan 
kommens from the beginning. If the 
chanje iz maid offenenuff i shall sur
tenly hev a life job heer. 

Yurs trooly, 
J A C K P A R R O T T , 

27th assistant Muskeetoe trap design
er, Vanama kanal kommishun. 
P . S. A party of enjinears thet hev 

bin owt hunting hev just brawt in the 
repoart thet they fownd sum laborers 
wurking in the Koolebra ditch. What 
in thunder thay want to dig for when 
thar iz no plan for a kanal iz puzz
l ing the kommishun deaply. J. P. 

I am mity glad to heer thet sum 
wurk iz being dun in Panama, ez I 
hed abowt kom to the konklooshun 

FLOUR AND FEED 
Exchanged for Wheat at our elevators in Willmar, Pen-
nock and Priam, and at Sanderson & Son's, Kandiyohi. 

For Every Bushel ef Me. 1 Wheat 
= = = = = = = = = = We Qlve • 

30 lbs. 
32 lbs. 
33 lbs. 
35 lbs. 

of Pioney's 
of Kneaded, 
of Pinney's 
of Kneaded, 

Best, 8 lbs. Bran, 4 lbs Shorts; 
8 lbs. Bran, 4 lbs. Short*; 

Best, no bran or shorts; or 
no bran or shorts. 

2 lbs. Flour less for No 2 and 4 lbs. Flour less for No. 

or 
or 
-
-

3. 

Every sack of PINNEY'9 BEST FLOUR Is guaranteed. 
It Is the purest, it is the best, and COSTS NO MORE THAN 

OTHERS, , -
Fpr sale at the stores. 

NEW LONDON MILLING CO. 

thet awl the wurk of digging the kanal 
waz being dun in the departments at 
Washington. It iz enkurrajing to 
noat thet thar iz at leest won part of 
the wurk thet iz being promptly at
tended to—the redoosing of the sur
plus. I hev now grate hoaps tbet sum 
of my grandchildren may l iv to sea 
the plans for the Panama kanal at 
leasts parti ally kompleated. 

JIMMDJNY C R I C K E T T S . 
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Through Tourist Car 
T o California and Colorado v ia Chi
cago Great Western Ry . , OmahaJ and 
C. R. I. & P Ry. , to San Francisco, 
leaves Minneapolis 8:30 p. m. every 
Tuesday. Arrives San Francisco 4 3 8 
p.m. on Saturday. This car runs thru 
the most beautiful scenery in the Rocky 
mountains. Low rates. For full in
formation apply to any Great Western 
agent or J . P. Elmer, 6 . P . A . , S i . Paul , 
Minn. 311 

Rug and Carpet Weaving. 
W e are ready at all times to make 

new rugs out of o ld carpets. Can 
make any width of rug up to twelve 
feet, and any length desired. R a g 
carpets woven in best manner, and on 
short notice. Send for price l ist and 
particulars. 

L I T C H F I E L D R U G Co. , 

Litchfield, Minn. 

JMS 

• * : 

HIGH CLASS UNDERTAKING SUPPLIES 

Andrew Peterson \ 
. : ;V :* ' LICENSED BMBAUKM MV^;, : I 

Let us serve you. A * V s 

Our charges are reasonable. 
Corner felt St. and Pantile Ave, 

. ' WILLMA*, kmii 
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