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Affairs in Chma in ™
a Very Unsettled State

Uprising Against Forelgners Takes om National Character—The Glery
That Was China’s— Pretection for Pereigaers,

B )

For years past the great powers have
talked knowingly of the “break-up” in
China, now they look uneasily to a
break-out.

Things are fomenting over there in
that great empire of 400,000,000 souls,
it lovks as though at last a national
feeling were uprising; taking the form
of a common hatred of the foreigner,
dissatisfaction with the government in
power, which has presumably favored
the foreigner—or at least surrendered
to bim. That there exists a wide-
spread hutred of foreigner is un-
doubled, and that this hatred is gath-
ering force which eventually is to re-
sult in the violence of anarchy and
wholesale slaughter the outside world
very much fears. In this country we
have shown realization of the coming
storm by making arrangements for
reenforcements in the Philippines, that
in case of emergency aid may speedily
be given American residents.

At this time people are asking if
again the artful dowager has a hand
in the agitation. But .t would seem
the artful dowager is now herself
threatened, that her regime rests on

any of the anti-foreign agitations. The
people have been inflamed by sensa-
tional stories appearing in the press of
the way iIndividual Chinamen are
treated by the supposedly friendly and
fair and generous American nation,
and have been further stirred up by
student agitation. That we feel the
seriousness of the situation has been
shown by our press, and this fact has
but added strength to the boycott. We
are told that Wu Ting Fang, our old
friend of the outspoken habit, has a
good deal to do with keeping the agi-
tation from dying out. Frederick Pal-
mer, writing in Collier's, says there is
4 very open rcason why the Chinese
have picked on us in addition to the
one usually given, discrimination
against the men of that land; that
China looks upon us as “easy” we do
not police her territory, we were mod-
est in asking for indemnity when the
nations put in their claims after the
Boxer troubles.

Certainly it is not much wonder they
have little liking or reverence for
western peoples and methods. Look at
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very insecure foundations; and revo- |

lution may drive her to seek protec-
tion in the walls of a legation, under
the foreigner. She is reported to have
been a foe at heart. Yuan Shi Kai is
the strongest prop to the throne, and
any day Yuan Shi Kai may be as-
sassinated.

It is in southern and central China
revoliution is seething. During the re-
cent Shanghai riots the authorities are
l.nown to have encouraged the rioting,
and it is they who may have started
it. The acts were directed against
municipal property and attacks made
on places where arms and ammunition
were stored. Blue jackets from Brit-
ish and other warships in port had to
be landed to put down the disturbance.

Somne years now China has been sub-
jected to the indignity of having for-
eign soldiers quartered upon her terri-
tory, but in years she has not been

YUAN-SHIH-KAL

able to prove her ability to protect for-
eign residents; and until that protec-
tion is insured she probably will be
subjected to the indignity. Unless
the cloud now appearing on the hori-
zon grow apace, and the disintegrated
country unite, stand together against
what the Chinese look upon as a com-
mon enemy. You remmember the prop-
hecy given in “the Letters of a Chinese
Official:”

“Yes, it is we who do not accept it
that practice the gospel of peace; it is
you who accept it that trample it un-
der foot—and irony of ironifes—it is
the nations of Christendom who have
come to teach us by sword and fire that
right in this world is powerless unless
it be supported by might. Oh, do not
doubt that we shall learn that lesson!
and woe to Europe when we have ac-
quired it. You are arming a
nation of four hundred millions, a na-
tion which, until you came, had no
better wish than to live at peace with
themselves and all the world. In the
name of Christ you have sounded the
call to arms! In the name of Confuci-
ous we respond.”

China hates war, has held warfare
and soldiers in contempt. Her soldlers
have been mere hirelings, recruited
from the very lowest classes. But if
China should be brought to change her
ideals, the personnel of her army un-
dergo change—then the powers might
be called upon to alter their opinion of
Chinese courage and ability in the
fleld. One of her viceroys, said to be
the strongest man in China to-day,
Yuan-Shi-Kai, has a goodly army in
training, 40,000 men, superb physical
specimens—it is a great mistake to
think all Chinamen are puny, pallid
folk. This army:is being-drilled by
Japanese officers. And in addition to
building up a body of soldiers, Yuan-
Shih-Kali is paying dttention to the
long neglected matter of education.

Not ready for imimediate war, China'|

makes use of the boycott ‘weapon, and

, this boycott movement has spproached

the way, their territory was grabbed by
the différent nations—England, France,
Germany, Russia, Japan: and even
Portugal had a hand. They did not
ask for western progress and mission-
aries, the western progress and mis-
sionaries were bestowed.

Yes, once they did ask missionaries
of the west, back in the days of brave
Marco Polo. In the middle of the thir-
teenth century Kublai Khan, his en-
voys the father and uncle of Marco
Polo, requested of Pope Gregory X,
that there be sent to for Cathay a
body of men to instruct Kublai’s great
people in Christianity and the liberal
arts. Two monks were dispatched, but
they turned back ere traveling any
distance on the long journey. The
Polos turned to Kublai Khan (at Pe-
king) with a letter from Gregory in-
stead of the large body of teachers.
But they had brought along young
Marco Polo, a youth of 17. He stayed
in the country many years, was very
kindly received and sent on missions
to various parts of the land. It is the
record of his observations that give
us the picture of the wonderful civili-
zation enjoyed by the Chinese at that
period, when the empire reached its
most splendid development, the realm
‘extended from the Dueiper in Russia
to the Pacific ocean, from the Arctic
ocean to the straits of Malacca. One
wonders what would have been the re-
sult if the 100 Christian teachers had
accepted Kublai Khan’s offer, and un-
der his patronage begun the work of
Christianization of the Chinese empire,
A certain writer ventures this asser-
tion: “The Chinese in the thirteenth
century had a civilization far in ag-
vance of anything known in the west-
ern world, and, without doubt, had
Christianity been accepted by them at
that time they would have advanced in
civilization and a knowledge of the
arts and sciences more rapidly than
the European states that were still
steeped in the darkness of the feudal-
ism and enshrouded in the supersti-
tions of the middle ages.”

We may infer that the missionaries
of to-day do not enjoy the royal pat-
ronage Kublai was eager to grant. As
we have sent more teachers and
preachers there than any other nation,
as a large number of tnem now dwell
there, it is certain the United States
will be zealous to assist in the protee-
tion of foreign residents in China.

KATHERINE POPE,

Always Loses.
No poker party is complete
Without him sitting in it;
He helps to swell the Jack-pot
And the other fellows win it.
—Houston  Post.
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HICCOUGH.

1 have recently been called upon to
relleve a severe case-of hiccough which
has lasted several days. Although a great
deal of medicine has been used, the case
was growing steadily worse. Fivemin-
utes’ treatment with my two hands ef-
fected a complete cure, and there has
been no return of the trouble.

Hiccough, being a simultaneous spas-
modic contraction of the 'diaphragin
and the glottis, it is only natural to
supyee that the proper way to over-
come xhe difficulty is to remove the
contractions. But, before proceeding
further, the correct thing to do is to
learn #ust what this diaphragm is. First,
it 1s a muscle; it is the partition be-
iween the firebox @nd ash pan of the
body. Above this partition are the
organs which receive the 'Yfuel and
convert it into power, and below it
are those through which the ashes or
matter from which all useful proper-
ties have been extracted are to be elim-
inated.

It occupies an oblique position just
between the lungs and the stomach,
separating the two and forming what
is often termed the floor of the fo:u-
mer Aaund the roof of the latter. But, us
said before, it separates the fire box
or thoracic cavity, and the ash pan, or
abdominal cavity; the two particular
organs which it lies immediatély be-
tween, however, are the stomach and
lungs.

The diaphragm is concave in form, the
concave slde being toward the abdomen.
You have doubtless frequently seen a
little hollow rubber ball, such as chil-
dren play with. Well, if you were to
cut one of those balls in two through
the center, the shape of either side would
very much resemble that of the diaph-
ragm, excepting that the hollow is not
quite so pronounced—the diaphragm is
as large as a hat crown. Then if this
half-ball were placed in an oblique po-
sition between the stomach and lungs,
it would represent the diaphragm very
well.

The prime use of this muscle is in
respiration. The fibers of the muscle
contract, causing it to become nearly
straight, instead of concave, thus mak-
ing the cavity in the chest larger and
tending to produce a vacuum. The
air rushes in to fill this space, and
thus the air cells of the lungs are
filled; the diaphragm again resume:s
its natuval shape, thereby forcing the
air out again, completing respira-
tion.

Has not everyone observed that a
full breath -is always taken just be-
fore coughing, sneezing, or, in fact,
any act causing a violent expulsion of
air from the lungs? This explains
why a “good laugh” or “good cry” is
beneficiai. both requiring deep inspira-
tions. And in all of these the diaph-
ragm is, of course, brought into active
service.

Now that it has been explained that
hiccough is a spasmodic contraction
of. the diaphragm, just what this
diaphragm is, what it does, and how it
does it, the next thing is to determine
how this condition (spasmodic con-
traction) is to be overcome.

The technical term of hiccough is

singulatus; but that dees not in the
least change the impression upon the
mind of the suffering individual, un-
less by scberly announcing it to him
the effect is to cause a profound fright,
in which case the trouble is likely to
disappear, for the nerves controlling
the action of the diaphragm are inti-
mately zssociated with the emotional
or abdominal brain. That is the rea-
son why some experimenters have ad-
vised people to place the elbows far
apart and slowly bring the points of
the index fingers together. This fixes
the attentjon closely upon the points
of the fingers, the breath is usually
held, while, the arms being away from
the sides, give freedom to the muscles
in expanding, and the combination ef-
fects a cure.
+ But this is only in instances caused
by simple and harmless things. There
are cases caused by fatigue, nervous
debility, low fevers, an excess of food
or liquids in the stomach, or inflamma-
tion or irritation of an obscure nature,
and these will not readily yield to
such treatment.

One noted writer tells of a case in
which all of the remedies prescribeil
by the authorities were used success-
ively, euch in turn failing to bring
relief, and finally the attending physi-
cian gave up the case in desperation
It was gpeedily cured, however, by a
motherly neighbor woman, with tea-
spoonful doses of onion juice. An-
other successful home remedy is a
very few drops of oil of cloves on a
spoonful of sugar. Bits of ice swal-
lowed has also been found useful, as
well as hot fomentations to the ab-
domen. At the best, all of these reme-
dies are uncertain and unreliable.
Therefore, it becomes the duty of the
Home Health club to teach the members
of a certain, safe, sure, and, at tha
same time, simple method of cure.

In the first place, it might be well

to remember; that the movements - of

all the muscles are controlled by
nerves. It was shown that the dia-
phragm is a muscle, and that the dif-
ficulty in question is a spasmodic con-
traction of this organ of respiration; so,
then, the thing to determine is what
nerve or nerves control the action of
this special muscle, where it is- mos:
easily accessible—and the rest will be
plain enough.

" The mnerve controlling the agtion of
the diaphragm is the phrenis, and it

can be nuost readily. reached by press-

ure -applied immediately to the front
of ‘the third, fourth and fifth cervical
vertebrac.

And now for administering treat-
ment ‘The patient is seated on. a
stool and the neck bared. The opera-
tor takes a position just behind ‘the
sufferer, and then uses the fingers of
either hand in pushing the muscles at
the :side of.the® neck forward, at the

same time applying a firm, gentle, for-.
‘| ward pressure to the’third, fourth‘and

fifth ‘carvical vertebrae, in this way
reachlng" the pln:enic nerve. The op-
erafof' fhen placés
,the lhoulders ot the patieut. a.t the

| tirely .disappears.: -

‘the simple and practical

hli knee between |’

same tlme taklng hlm by the wrhta

Approved Dress for Ev .E

and ‘strougly ‘raising his arms m-
above 415 head—and the hiccough en-
1 would advise.you:
to give th's method a trial, and believa
you wil! have. perfectly satlshctory
resulis.

CLUB NOTES.

If D. F. F., of St. Peter, Minn., will
write again, glving name and address
in full, I will cheerfully answer his
query.

Connecticut.—Dr. David H. Reeder,
Laporte, Ind.—Dear Doctor:. We take
this paper regularly, and I have al-
ways bren specially interested in your

department. Now I have come to
trouble you. I am an old woman, 77
years, 2nd have always been healthy.

Last year I had a lump in my right
breast. There are so many cases of
cancer these days, that I felt that I
must do> what would help me from
suffering and dying with a terrible
cancer. [ went to a prominent sur-
geon ani had my breast examined.
Dr. X— pronounced it cancer® witn-
out doubt, and advised me to have th?
breast removed by a surgical opera-
tion, “the sooner the better for me.”
In making plans when and where to
have it done, I concluded to go to a
Massachusetts hospital, because it was
nearer my home.
other surgeon, who also said it was
cancer, and gave me the same advic2
as Dr. X—. [ engaged him to perform
the operation at the Massachusetts
hospital on Decoration day. 1 went
through all the preliminaries and op-
eration like a hero, and came out of
everything nobly; did not even have
any siclness from taking the anes-
thetic. One of the hospital doctors
who gave me the anesthetic came in
my room to see me, and told me there.
were doubts about its being cancer-—
that they had sent it to a laboratory
to be analyzed. It proved to be a cystic
growth. Now, was not that too bad
that such a mistake should have been
made? [ feet that it has cut short my
life ten years in taking away my vi-
tality, as I am weaker for it, and want
you to help me out by sending me
medicin® to give me strength and ad-
vice, if you think I need it. 1 feel
like changing Dr. Franklin’s advice,
and say to all surgeons: ‘“Be sure you
are right, then don't go ahead until
you try cther remedies.”

I have s simple cure for burns that
I have used for years. It may be of
some benefit to some one if you see
fit to put it in the paper. It is tea
leaves. It is the best I ever used, and
it will prevent amy ' blistering and
smarting, and seems to draw out ths
fire and toughen the skin. I go to the
teapot and take the tea leaves that
have been steeped, or, if I do not have
them, I take-the dry tea and moisten
with hot water. Sincerely, Mrs. G. J.

I am sure that all of my readers, as
well as myself, will heartily sympa-
thize with you. If you had only been
able to know the contents of my re-
cent lecture on breast cancer, all of
the suffering might have been saved,
as well as the great expense of such
an operation. 1 know that hereafter
all, who read of your experience will
write to the Home Health club for
treatment
which I give in the lecture referred |
to befors submitting to surgery. I
think, Lowever, that you mneed not
despair. but follow up the suggestions
which T give you in a private let-
ter. 1 thank you on behalf of my
readers for the helpful suggestion you
make for the home treatment of burns.

All readers of this publication ‘are
at liberiy to inquire for any informa-
tion pertaining to the subject of health.
Address all communications to the
Home Hcalth Club or Dr. David H.
Reeder, Laporte, Ind.,, with name and
address in full, and at least four centa
in postoge.

Things to Forget.

If ycu would increase your happl-
ness and prolong your life, forget your
neighbor’s faults. Forget the tempta-
tions. Forget the fault-finding and give
little thought to the cause which pro-
voked it. Forget the peculiarities of
your friends, and only remember the
good points which make you fond cf
them. ' Forget all personal quarrels
or stories you may have heard by ac-
cident, and which, if repeated, would
seem a thousand times worse than
they are.
all the disagreeable things of life;
they will come, but they will grow
larger when you remember them, and
the constant thought of acts of mean-
ness, or, worse still, malice, will only
tend to make you more familiar with
them. Obliterate everything disagree-
able from yesterday. Start out with
a clean sheet for to-day, and write
upon it for sweet memory’s sake only
those things which are lovely and lov-
able.—Detroit Free Press.

The Province of Physicians.

The physician of the future will find
his greatest service in prolonging hu-
man life. The asylum and the poor-
house are not to be regarded as shin.
ing lights of advanced. political econ-
omy, but there is something in life
besides mere political economy, and
the prolongation of existence is re-
garded as ome of the chief functions

-both of the medical: proreulon and of

public charities.' On the other ‘hand,
says the Sclentific American, it must
be considered that there is a distinct
economical loss in . cutting off from
existence a man before he has run
the full course of his career., To train
2 man for usefulness requires now
fully a quarter of a century, and it
seems only fair that he should have
at least twice that time for the mani-
festation of his activities. If, there-
fore, lre be cut off at 35, 40 or 45 the
community .is robbed of service to
which it is entitled,

oA Big Work. i
The British. and Fore!gn Bible So-,

I also consulted an- |

Blot out as far as possible |.
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We may object to the *princess”

rule, make bold declaration not to
submit; but nevertheless she reigns
supreme. The past winter has been
marked by her sway, the coming sum-
me: she is to dominate.
, The best shops are showing princess
frocks of white linen, mull and other
sheer material made in princess style;
wash dresses amany made after this
fashion. To be sure, it is a modified
fashion, one very different from the
old style sheath-ltke robe, a robe that
only the slender and stately could af-
fect; now cunningly disposed little
boleros and sleeveless overdresses help
where.the figure is deficient, and it is
true almost anyone may dare the mod-
€rn one-plece gown. Empire gowns
also are the height of fashion.

The past season it has been worn

Gom seen In street gowns; but with
rrincess wash dresses we certainly
shall 8row accustomed to it at all
hours' of the day. - As a rule, the prin-
cess frocks are mude rather plain, un-
trimmed save for a2 yoke of batiste or
embroidery and an embroidery frill
edging the elbow sleeve. The walist
is defined by little tucks, all as fine
and dainty as can Be., Theé princess
lingerie gowns are lovely, fluffy and
frilly, a contrast in elaboration to the
linen frocks.

We undoubtedly shall see many
spring gowns of wool made with prin-
cess skirt and fanciful short jacket.
And, by the way, one does see some
charming short jackets already, the
impatient ladies being not able to
wail until warm days to try the ef-
&30t of new bolero and Eton. We no-
ticed two to-day that were very good.
One was—think of it—part of a rainy-
day costume! We used to think the
rainy-day garb should look strictly
matter-of-fact; but when one comes to

Time to think of shirtwaists and
spring .gowns and new millinery. And
£c we make bold to say a word about
tendencies and promises in the world
ol fashion.

It seems scarcely necessary to men-
tion that shirtwaists are to be worn,
for this old friend it would be impos-
sible for a great army of dressmakers
and shopkeepers to banish—it fills
such a long-felt want. The handker-
chief linen waist will be very fashion-

A PONY JACKET.

able, In itself made simply, but kept
from severity by the fineness of the
material and the dainty neck-fixings.
Buttons promise to be quite a feature,
sizeable ones and a lot of them used.
Another novelty will be a three-gquar-
ter sleeve; another novelty the nar-
rowegt of cuffs. But average cuffs and
deep cuffs will also be worn, and the
long sleeve the one in common use,
A material that keeps its freshness

i madras, and very pretty madm is
tc be had.

There are loveliest ﬂowmd muslins
for summer gowne, the flowers prim
little posies. Make up these  quaint
materials in quaint empire or princess
ptyle, and you will have a frock rem-
iniscent of “the days when grandmam-
ma was young.” There are charming
silk pongees that are also beflowered,
the posies small, old-fashioned ones.

It would seem as though we would
have to plan a fancy bolero for every
forck, as almost, cvery model, whether
in wash material or not, sports one of
these gay little coats. And they cer-
tainly are a welcome additlon to a

ciety kas pub]lnhed its one -hundred
and first annual -report.. During the:
year the society has issued 5857845
copies of .the Bible or parts of the
Bible. The Scriptures ha\re been trans-
lated into .12 new: languages.  +If 300,
men; each: speaking a different lan-
guage, were -now -to call at the nu—.
ciety’s | headquarters, they:'would  find |
the whole of the Bible or some por-'
tion:ef it in their Janguage. ;. The iptal '

l!nu its !oundntion is 102 931 746.

gown whose lines are mnot exactly
right for one’s figure. . In linens there
will be even more boleros than were
noticeable last-summer—and that ‘was

a good many. There is a - variety. of
"pony..jaeliets.?’ without . doubt -the_y
will attain a wide popularity;
charitably' hide' denclineles. ﬂny a.re
grautul in'omte b umi

Butcher’s-linen’ wﬂl*nho be uned for
shirtwafsts, ‘and these should be made |

quite plain, A: wide band of heavy em-;
number. of-issues made by the mclety l brdldery may uu:nd dowu ‘the tront-

iy
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principally for evening dress, very sel-.

‘long 'and does mot muss under a wrap

?u..
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MODESB OF THE MOMENT.

consider the matter, why shoald ® b
S0 severe? Let it be sensibly short
and comfortable—and then as pretty
8s you are a mind to make it. The
one I refer to was part of a neat gray
outfit; the skirt short enough not to
need holding up at muddy crossing,
keavy enough not to blow in the wind
and make indiscreet display of ankles;
the coat was a trim boléro, which dis-
played at the back and down the
front an engaging white wash-silk
waist. The hat was cheerful with
rosies, quite enlivening on the dark,
rainy day.

The other short jacket noticed was
part of a tailor snit of blue cloth. It
was trimmed with wide bands of black
braid, which climbed up the back and
gave the short-wa;sted effect so sought
after these days; there was a touch on
the sleeves and a narrow vest down
the front of heavy cream-colored lace,
picked out in red and blue embroidery.
With the short sleeves long heavy
black gloves were worn. The hat was
gray blue, Iz

But to return to our “princess”
theme. Crepe de chine is an admira-
ble material to choose for an evening
gown made after this favored model.
A’ charming pale blue was recently
teen trimmed rather sparingly with
white lace. So many people make the
mistake of piling yards of lace on a
gown and getting something for re-
ward that is fussy and over-elaborate.
The one I speak of, which looked sim-
prle and modish, is what is called a
corsage princess; il was stayed above
and to quite a depth below the waist,
by many rows oi shirring. - A low-
recked and short-sleeved” bolero

‘formed the bodice, the bolero rounded

off prettily and ccming well above the
waist. A sort of fichu of lace outlined
the little coat,'and a bit of lace was
introduced in the slashing of the short
sleeve.

A Foreword on Styles

ard. form the cuffs and.stock, but no
trimming or fulness need be given in
the way of tucks or gathers; the de-
sire is to have these severely simple,
But we feel moved to add that this
gtyle is not generally becoming, should
be avoided by bolh the too-thin and
the too-stout; the former looks angu-
lar, the latter portly in such a model.

Mention should be made that the
new underwear 1s adapted to the em-
pire and princess styles, for the fit of
outer garment is Gependent on the un-
derwear. A good combination skirt
and corset cover is made with the
chirring placed high, to give the short-
waisted effect. Corset covers and
nightgowns now boast hand-worked
scallops and hand embroidery of leaf
and flower; our girls are getting quite
deft at this need!c work.

ELLEN OSMONDE.

FLY-CATCHING MOUSE.

Entertainment ‘Which a Tiny Rodent
.Furnished in a Show-Window
in Brooklyn.

One day a rather novel spectacle
was offered in the window of the
largest crockery and bric-a-brac estab-
lishment in Brooklyn. A small but
very fat mouse, with a look of well-
fed contentment, was capering about
among the cut-glass dishes and parian
statuettes as though in training for a
trick act in a miniature ecircus. A
few moments’ observation, however,
developed the fact that there was
method 1n his apparent madness. He
was catching flies for dinner. Patent
fiy-traps and sticky paper were mno-
where compared to Mr. Mouse, Watch-
ing until an unsuspicious iy ambled
within his reach, Ae would capture 1
with a lightling-like motion. Then

:sitting.on his haunches, with the un-

fortunate buzzer in his front paws, he
peeled off the wings and legs as 1
squirrel sliucks a nut, and ate thy
body with infinite relish. In 15 min-
utes the little rascal caught and at:
files at the rate of two a minute. Thy
whole window-seat was covered witk
wings and legs, which showed that he
must have been at work for a long
time.

This Is Awful.

Tha Widow—I want to order a tomb-
stone for my late husband.

The Dealer—What kind of a stone
would you like, madam?

The Widow—Really, I don’t know
wha! kind would be the most suit-
able. ;

The Dealer—Excuses me, but what
did, you husband die of? .

The Wldow—lndlgestlon.

! The Dealer—Then what you want ls

'a. dyspepsia tablet, madam --Chlcago

Daily News.

A satar Iathod
Bheﬂi!—When the rohbers held you
up weren’t you armed? '

i Escaped Victim—No; m'nt I was wan. \

w —Judge.

| however,

' -ﬁi;hli:- Opinion
@ensor of the Brama

By DR. THOMAS DIXON, JR..,
Author and Preacher, New York.

the Best

tled press have always

journalist. And so our

fettered.

ROM time to time we have cfforts to establish a limit to the
freedom of the press. Such efforts have never been success-
ful in the atmosphere of the American republic.

No man questions the fact that some of our newspa-
pers have disgraced their high office as purveyors of news
and leaders of public opinion. And yet the evils of a throt-

been greater to the mind of the

American citizen than the license or venom of the obscene

press has remained absolutely un-

From time to time the question of a censorship of the drama has
arisen with like results as regards the establishment of a cerisor, but
with occasional developments of actual suppression.

In a recent case the police commissioner of New York undertook
this high office and exercised it for 4,000,000 of people, to say nothing

of the adjoining states.

In my judgment the drama is sure to develop in America within

this century into enormous proportions.

As a power in shaping and

controlling public opinion it may become as great a force in shaping
the destiny of the nation as the press itself.

Can we trust this force to grow without guidance or hm:tauon*
As an American citizen I believe that we can,

The highest censor after all is an intelligent public opinion. This
power now controls the producing manager with a grip of terror. In-
deed, the fear of public opinion and the servile fawning with which the
manager secks to flatter his constituency are one of the weaknesses
of the stage as contrasted with the strength of the press.

The American public is tired of the machine-made rubbish which

has been so long imported from Furope.

With the growtb of our

school system and the spread of universal education, has’ come a de-

mand for a national drama and national literature.

The books which

now sell in America are written by Americans. The plays which suc-
ceed to-day are those which have in them the red, rich blood of our
own life. Our people wish to be entertained, but they have begun to
demand an element of reality in the message which the playwrigh?

brings.

Not the realism of cheap vulgarity—but the genuine sensz.-

tionism of dramatic ideas into which our daily lives are woven.

The Dilly
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“Tell me, dear Uncle,” sald little
Dilly, as he glanced up from the Con-
gressional Record he was perusing,
“what is politics?”

“Politics, my dear nephew,” ob-
served Uncle George, genially, from
the depths of his easy chair, where he
had been reading the latest play of
George Bernard Shaw, which he now
surreptitiously concealed with a slight
blush, “is synonymous with many
words in the English language, such
as graft, crookedness, and the like, in
addition to some even harsher epi-
thets, for a fuller description of which
I must refer you to Messrs. Platt and
Depew.”

“But, dear uncle,” said little Dilly,
with a puzzled air, “in my dictionary
it is defilned as ‘that part of ethies
which consists in the regulation and
government of a nation or state for the
preservation of its safety, peace and
prosperity.”

“Do not move me to ribald laughter,
Dilly, as my nervous system is some-
what shattered at this moment. I am
forced to admit that your dictionary
intended to deal with the question
properly,, but it has fallen far short of
the requirements. To be more explicit,
my dear boy, politics, while original-
ly scheduled to dally along the prim-
rose path you mention, has in fact
fallen a long way behind, and is now
hopelessly off the track. When your
etymological compendium refers to
ethics in that manner it does so with
many due reservations. Politics has
nothing to do withr ethics. In fact, the
two are as widely separated as a col-
ored collector of revenues would be
from a Texas governor. Politica Is
not a condition, Dilly; it is a game.
There are two great political partles,
my dear boy, and the burning ques-
tion of one is: ‘How much can we
steal?” while that of the other f{s,
‘Grab it before it's all gome’ You
will at once observe where the ordi-
nary citizen obtains his rights. Vul-
garly speaking, it strikes him in the
region of the fifth cervical vertebrae.
A brief reference to your beloved dic-
tlonary will reveal to you that ethics
may be described as mworality. Even
the most rabid politician has never the
nerve to class himself among the high-
1y moral. Roughly speaking, the poli-
tician is a wise guy, and he usually
knows enough. to seek refuge in a
mansion when it rains, tlrough some-
times, under the steady downpour, he
makes a mistake and gets in the
wrong house and is unable to get out
until a term of years has expired.”

“Is all politics crooked, dear
uncle?’ asked Dilly, anxlously._

“No, not all, my boy,” replied Uncle
George. ‘“There may be somé de-

scription of it that is as pure as the
driven snow. You will not discover
that description in the Unted States,
At times the vile and licen-
tious press has hinted at anomalous
conditions politically, but that is but
petty jealousy. This same press. has
pointed out with calm  unction that
congress, the senate, the boards of al-
dermen, etc., including the city offi-

. cials of even the meanest’ municipality

are out for the stuff, but those of us
whu know the conditions’ uerelf ‘Smile

mdonmlly and reach out for’ two

bundles of the long green as 1t is
passed to us by the lobbyist. In tiresa
days and times, my lad, one must not
inquire too closely into means and
methods. Politics is a sacred trust
conferred on a man by the sovereigp
people. - The mere fact that the sover.
eign people are a lot of absurd fdie‘s
when it comes to conferring . suek
trusts, makes but little difference. The
assertion that the person in whom the
sacred trust is reposed promptly digs
around the corner to the nearest polit-
ical lock shop and soaks it for what
he can get, is not germane to the is-
sue at all.”

“May we call 2 man who deals in
politics a politicilan, dear uncle?”
queries little Dilly.

“We may, my dear nephew,” replied
Uncle George, “and in moments of pas-

, sion we infrequently refer to him by

other names, but he ia above all things
a politician. The sane man wno can
earn a dollar and a half a day who
dickers with politics is commonly
termed a4 dum idiot. I may add, how:
ever, that threre are some millions of
these idiots in our country. A poli-
tician is sometimes more than a poli-
tician, my boy. Frequently he is a
financier, and as a general rule he i3
an exceedingly wise man who under-
stands that his first duty is to himself
and his family, and that charity be-
gins at home and usually ends there.
A man who has once been a politician
is never really anything else. He may
be a convict part of the time, and a
politician the rest, but he is ax heart
a politician throughout, and his heav-
en is a civic position with free access
to the dough bag at any hour. One
may describe a politician even more
fully, Dilly, as & man who insists on
doing something unnecessary for peo-
ple who do not want it done, and col-
lecting money for doing it against the
will of those people. In the country
districts a politician is a man a shade
better than a gold brick enthusiast
and a shade worse than a lightning rod
agent. In the cities he is an evil and
like the poor, he will be always with
us.”

““Did you ever know a politician,
dear uncle?” asked little Dilly.

“Forming the acquaintance of a poli-
tician, Dilly, 1s like contracting the

habit of chewing tobacco. Unneces-
sary in the first place, and cumber-
some in the second place. As I said

before, politics is a game, and the pub-
lic is always it, which becomes mo-
notonous in the course of time. Re-
turning to yeur dictionary, my boy,
it is well to note that politics is de-
scribed as having the peace, safety and
prosperity of the nation at heart. That
deseription, Dilly, reminds me of an-
other dictionary deflnition. A party
of erudite gentlemen were compiline
one of those useful works, and they
had described a crab as ‘a small red
animal which walks backward.’ One
of these gentlemen met a great sci-
entist and told him of the definition.
The good scientist elevated his port
eyebrow and observed: ‘You are cor-
rect, sir, in your description, with the
exception that a crab is not an animal,
it is not red and it does not walk back-
wards.’ I make no special charge, my
boy, but I would not advise you to
pin your faitlr to the description of
politics you have just read me. It
may cause unholy mirth in the minds
of those who are next. A brief brush
with a politician is apt to make one
get hep so hurriedly that one tears off a
hangnail in the process.”

“But are not politicians useful, dear
uncle?” jnquired Dilly.

“Yes, my dear mnephew,” replied
Uncle George. “Thky are of as much
use as a monkey wrench to a woman
lacing a corget.”

Fat and Lean Policemen.

A London writer, discussing the
Sherlock Holmes kind of detective
says that Scofland yard detectives
are simply ordinary uniformed police-
men who have been promoted to plain
clothes work, or, as he quaintly ex-
presses it: “If a policeman is steady
and grows fat he is made a ser_geant.
If. undei similar conditions, hé re-
mains thin. he becomes a detective}”




