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T 1896, §6,000,000 In 1898, $16.000,000 in

~tory of taxation In our state has taught

" fon of the people that this action, both

$73,845

and 370,000,000 in 1
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~ MUCH NEW LEGISTATION

. R His Second Inaugural the State’s Executive

Advocates' Taxation Reform, Lower Freight

lition of

- Rates, Two-Cent Fare and Abo-

Passes.

State Department of Mines and

Mining _Frﬁpnsed, and a Royalty

Tax on Iron Ore Recommended—Reciprocal Demurrage

Law Favored—Perman

ent Tax Commission and

Insurance Legislation Necessary—
Initiative and Referendum. -

8t. Paul, Jan. 9—The formal inau-
guration of John A. Johnson’s second
term as governor ot Minnesota took
place today at the state capital at a
joint meeting of the senate and house
in the hall of representatives. The
oath was administered by Chief Justice
Chas. M. Start, and immediately fol-
lowing the ceremony Governor John-
son read his message, in substance as
follows:

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of

Representatives:

The first paragraph of our constitution
states that government is instituted for
the security, benefit and protection of the
people, in whom all political power is
inherent, together with the right to alter,
modify, or reform such government when
the public good may require, It is not
Instituted for the protection of  interests
deriving their privileges from the sover-
elgn power of the people; neither is it
instituted to deprive any individual or
any interest of any right whith may ob-
tain under the constitution. You are
elected as representatives of all the peo-
Dple of the state to make such alterations
and meodifications in our laws as will
inure to the domestic welfare, and I be-
lieve that at this session of the legisla-
ture you are given opportunities that sel-
dom come to a law-making body. I hope
and believe you will approach the office
committed to your care with zeal and ac-
tivity, and with the sole purpose and mo-
tive of dol:r that which is best for the
commonwealth,

There I8 much cause for congratula-
tlon in the general condition of our pros-
perity. We have rticular reason for
felicitation in the financlal condition of
the state. According to the report of the
state ayditor there has been much im-
%mvement during the past blennial perlod.

conomy by the legislature, followed by
<economical administration on the part of
the executive departments, will bring a
further improved condition in the near

future,
TAXATION.

One of the greatest questions with
which you will be called upon to deal
is that of solving the problem of provid-
ing, at least in some measure, a wise
and just method of distributing the tax
‘burdens of the people you represent.

- From the birth of our state govern-
ment we have had an unchanged system
of taxation in the form of a direct tax
upon real and personal property. The his-

us that taxes have not been equal and
that the method has not been efficient.
The cause has been.in part the law and
in ﬂa.rt the application.

The state constitution provided that
laws should be passed taxing all prop-
erty according to its true value in mon-
ey. Laws have been enacted with this
idea in view, and yet we know that the
taxation of all forms of property, while
ba in some measure upon valuation,
has ne.ltgnn,or never approximated full
value, eal property has been generally
assessed at anywhere from twenty-five
to fifty per cent of actual value: and
tangible personal progerty at much the
same ratio; while millions of dollars of
invisible and intangible property has
<escaped taxation entirely because of the
ability of the owner to evade his lawful
tax burden, .

It is not to be presumed that this or
any other legislative body while able
to devise a system of taxation or enact
a tax law which is going to bring about
in complete form the results commonly
hoped for by all people compelled to pay
taxes. The best that this body can do
is to equalize as nearly as may be the
burden of taxation and so adjust it that
its weight will not fall too heavily upon
those unable to bear it, and distribute
the responsibilities in accordance with
the privile%%s enjoyed under our gov-
ernment. e cannot escape taxation.
Taxes are and must be levied for the
- purpose of government. During the year
1905, the total taxes levied in our state
Tor all purposes amounted to $22,355,326.25,
distributed in wvarious ways for the car-
rying on of state, county, city, town and
school governments, No law can be en-
acted by you which will in a very large
measure reduce this burden of taxation,
which was even greater in 1906 than in
1905; the total taxable valuation of the
property of the state for 1906 being $014,-
000,000 in round numbers, as against $853,-
000,000 in 1905,

At the recent general election the peo-
ple of Minnesota voted to modify the con-
stitution, and adopted an amendment
giving to the legislature this wider lati-
tude; and It now falls to you to justify,
in some small measure at least, the opin-

by the legislature and by themselves,
was a wise one.
PERMANENT TAX coMMiIssioN.

1 would most urgently recommend legis-
‘fation providing for the establishment of
a permanent tax commission, which shall
be empowered to make a careful and
scientific study of this guestion and re-

rt from time to time, both to the ex-
ecutive officers and to the legislature,

The commission should visit the sev-
eral counties of the state annually, or
at least biennially, and should be em-
powered to suger\rise the work of local as-
sessors and s, and provide .rules
to facilitate the performance of the dutles
of assessors and otherwise ald them in
the work of securing equal and uniform
assessments. Specially important ser-
vice can be rendered by the proposed
state commission In seeing that the tax
laws made by thig Jegislature are en-
fforced strictly, uniformly and impar-
tially, and that assessments are free
toémgll discrimination as between counties,
1 asgessment districts and different
parcels of property In the same district.
TAXATION OF IRON MINES. ;

Prior to 1896, the owners of iron mines
in Minnesota paid a nominal tax of one
cent per ton on ore mined and shjpg._
in lieu of all other taxes., The law, that
of 1881, was clearly unconstitutional at
that time and was repealed in 1837. Un-
der this act, during the five years .emd-
ing with 1885 the tonnage taxes on Min-
nesota iron mines netted a total of only

Beginning with 1896, the mines have
been assessed as other real property for
direct taxation; the totals for St. uls
county, as equalized by the State Board
of Equalization, being for the past ten

$5,900,000

1900, $30.000,000 in ;gg& $42,000,000 in 1904,
adequate even the asséssment
be is apparent from the esti-

. ' N
five to ten per t of the actual value
placed upon the “properties by the com-

panies themselves for practical commer-
cial purposes,

IRON ORE ROYALTY TAX.

Under the new cobnstitutional amend-
ment it is within your power, as it is
your duty, to proyide some system of tax-
atlon which will' give the state at least
an approximately fair share of its just
revenue income from this great iron ore
wealth. One step in the right direction.
it occurs to me, would be an income tax
on the royalties or mineral rights, which
are not now listed for taxation.

An income tax of 6 per cent on the
36,500,000 of royalties estimated to have
been received by fee holders of Minne-
sota from iron lands during the year 1906
would net the state treasury $325,000, or
a 10 per cent tax would net $650,000.

A royalty tax, were the total thereof
equivalent to 5 cents per ton on the pres-
ent tonnage of 25,000,000 tons sthped
rom Minnesota mines In 1906, would
net $1,250,000, or somewhat exceed the
present tax revenue derived from direct
taxation of tangible pmﬁerty‘ This royal-
ty tax should go to the state treasury,
and regresent the total taxation of the
intangible property or rights of mining
companies and fee holders; leaving the
direct realty tax, as now, for the support
of local government.

As much of the inequality arlsing from
the application: of the tax laws is due
to. ineffcient machinery for assessment,
You may find the following change worth
your consideration, namely, the abolition |
of the office of assessor in cities, villages
and towns, and In their place establish
either a tax commissioner for the county,
or in the larger counties, a tax commis-
sion of three or five persons, to be am-
Flu.\'ed annually with a view of the proper
isting of property and the better equal- |
ization of existing values, 1

Taxation of sleeping car and telephone .
companies on a gross earning basis is
recommended, --

TAXATION OF EXPRESS COMPANIES. !
Yéur attention is directed to the feasi-
bth and propriety of making a change
in the matter of the taxation of express
companies: Our statute now provides for
the taxation of express companies, based
on 6 per cent of the receipts.on business
done between points in the state, after
.d.aductm% the amounts pald to railroads
for the transportation of freight within
the state. This practically makes the
rate of taxation of express companles 3
per cent, as the railroads are paid about
50 per cent of the revenue. Express com-
panies do not include. any proportion of
the earnings or receipts on interstate
business; that is, business which origi-
nates in and terminates outside \of Min-
nesota, and vice versa, and business pass-
ing through the state. Railroads doing
business in’this state pay 4 per_cent on |
a proportion of all inter-state and aluo!
on intra-state earnings, and I belleve |
Minnesota is the only state where the
statute provides for, the collection of taxes
on an earnings basis, to pay on the hal-
ance, after deducting the arhount paid
to railroads. Express companies should
not be treated differently from other com-
panies,'and I believe it. would be more
practical to take the total earnings of the
express companles and ascertain Minne-
sota’s proportion of such revenue for
taxation purposes based on the ratio of
mileage in Minnesota of such express
companies, which the. mileage bears to
the total operated mileage: or, in lieu of
some such provision, adopt the excise
plan obtaining in the state of Ohio with
relation to slee car companles, to
which reference has already been made.

LICENSE TAX ON CORPORATIONS.

Your attention is likewise respectfully |
called to the following resolution of the
state board of equalization adopted' Oct.
4, 1906, in favor of levying an annual li-
cense tax on corporations, with the splritl
of which I heartily concur: |

“RESOLVED, y the state board of
equalization that the governor is respect-
fully requested to ask for the passage of
a law by the next legislature fixing an
annual license fee of, say, $10, for each
and everg corporation, whether local or |
foreign, doing business In the' state of '
Minnesota, with a proviso that in the case
of failure to pay sald; annual fee, the
offending corporation be barred from
the courts of this state, and their char-
ter be censidered® annulled, sald license
fee when paid to be accompanied by the
address of the principal office, the names
of the officers and the amount of capital
pald In of said corporation. The fees
arising to be paid to state treasurer and
be covered.into the state general fund.”

STATE DEPARTMENT OF MINES.

By reason of the vast inteYests of the
state In mines and mineral dprwerues. I
herewith submit to you the advisability of
organizing a new state department devot-
ed to the subject and the creation of the
position of state commissioner of mines,
giving such official powers and dutles
similar to those of the commissioners of in-
surance, labor, railroads and warehouses,
dairy and food, game and fish, or th
perintendent of banks. To this depart-
ment might be entrusted the enforcement
of the state ‘mine inspecjion and regula-
tion laws, the examination of the mineral
resources of the state school and other

ublie 1 , the protection of the state’'s
nterests iron ore royalties and min-
eral contracts and leases, as well as the
maintenance of a bureau of statistics and
general information in regard to the min-
ing industries -and mineral resources of
the state for the ald and use of the state
le;-lsgativc and various executive depart-.
ments,

The fact that Minnesota today holds
‘over one-half of the estimated iron ore
reserve of the United States, dnd that
our state school and other public In-
stitutions have greater mineral holdings
than those of any other state in the
Union, show the propriety and public
value of such department to.the state,
even if our past experience did not prove
the necessity of additional state execu-
tive authority and machinery in the -
glaua:{: and protection of its mineral in-
eres 5

MINERAL LEASES.
The state has a la area of land con-
tainipg fron ore,-and in- the past has
-leased on terms out of
and
pro

propor

per conditlons. The statute now
es that from all frop ore ‘taken
.from state lands, the state shall receive-
a fixed royalty of 25 cents per ton, each
ton to be reckoned at 2,240 pounds. In,
the light of the leases made between pri
vate parties this fixed sum is an absurd
ity, and should be changed without fur:
ther delay. The average royalty pald
b{ the United States Steel Company to
/the owners of land on the Masabl range

a8 reported by the coOmpan-
i e o, T
'or year en Ju 1, 1906
hwas $81,619,640.85. The ngm’ earnings
.per mile of the railroads within this state
were $10,283.28, and the net earnings per
mile $5,109.90. The relative importance
of this matter may be more clearly un-
gﬁor::msg_ “:\Ihen :ve );llaalise thage tihe tgtal
ngs in nneso n 1,-
619,640.35, 18 over fifty por cont 5t iia
estimated farm productions of 1906. The
basis of our wealth is culture, and
the total esfimated agrieultural produc!
of Minnesota'during the past year, iucll.:iE
ing wheat, oats, corn, rye, arley, - flax,
potatoes, hay, butter, cheese, live stock,
poultry, market garden, fruit and nursery
products is approximately $160,000,000. In
other words, it required more than one-
halt of the sFricultural products enum-
erated to satisfy the transportation de-
mands of rallroad corporations within the
state of Minnesota.
REDUCTION OF FREIGHT RATES.
The vast earnings.of rallway com-
panfes have been swollen by excessive
rates of transportation, which have been
much higher in our own state than in the
state south of us, or in Canada, to the
north of us. There is a general and
just demand that the people be relleved
from the extortion and the abuse of high
and unfair rallroad rates of transporta-
tion. In my blennial message to the last
legislature, and in discussing this same
question, I said that I belleted there was
& remedy In the establishment of a maxi-
mum_freight rate that would be fair to
the shipper, and not be a hardship to the
transportation company; that the rallroad
and warehouse commission was clotheqd
with proper legal authority to establish
fair and equitable rates, and that this
failure to establish fair and equitable
rates was because of lack of aggressive
administration rather than a, lack of le-
gal authority. I mommendhd at that
time the appointment of a ‘joint legis-
lative committee to make a complete and
full investigation of prevailing rates of
transportation within Minnesofa. with a
view of establishing by law, a maximum
tariff rate for transportation which might
bear a reasonable rate of Interest and
profit on the investment, be fair to all
parts of the state, and absolutely pro-
hibit unjust discrimination between lo-
calities or individuals. Pursuant to that
recommendation, the legislature appointed
a joint committee which made an investi-
gation of the prevailing rate conditions,
and, as a result thereof, the legislature
adopted a ),mint resolution directing the
board of railroad and warehouse commis-
sioners to proceed with a view to a re-
duction of merchandise rates within the
state of Minnesota. “During the past
biennial perlod efforts have been made
by the board of railroad and warehouse
commission looking toward a reduction
of the rates of transportation, resulting-
in a reduction on merchandise rates: a
voluntary reduction by some of the rail-
roads in the matter of coal and grain
rates, I am satislied, however, that ab-
solute justice has not yet been done to
the people of the state of Minnesota.
Durlng the past year, I caused to be made
a complete tabulation of the prevailing
rates of transportation between ints on
the several lines of railway thin the
state of Minnesota,
The recent rate reductlons are in the

.of the chief remedies for the insufficlent

tion to just tention.

the right direction. Compared, however,
with grain rates in the Canadian prov-
inces to tha north of us and with Towa
merchandise rates to the south, it i3 ap-
parent that Minnesota freight rates are
still at too high a level, and especially
in vlew of the enormously heavy tonnage
pasainf over Minnesota roads from the
several northwestern states tributary to
Minnesota distributing points,

A TWO-CENT PASSENGER RATE.

Hitherto we have dealt largely with the
adjustment of the rates of transporta-
tion on freight. The time has come in
our state when relief is also demanded
in the matter of passenger rates. The
current fare for the carrylng of pas-
sengers now_is three cents per mile, It
is recognized that the average fare per
mile paid by persons who travel on rail-
roads does not exceed 2.3 per mile, A
maximum rateé of two per cent per mile
should be fixed by law and fixed now.
The %ub!ic has demanded it; the public
is right in making that demand, and the
legislature should not defer actions.

ABOLITION OF PASSES.

The time has also come for some spe-
cific action in the matter of the enact-
ment of law forbiddlnr the granting -of
pass privileges by railroad corporations
to people other than bona fide employees
of railways and their families. Our state
enjoys the pecullar distinction of having
deferred action upon this matter until
other states have taken the initiative. So
insistent have the people become In their
demand for this reform that all of the
several political organizations have been
compelled to recognize the justice of the
demand, and have incorporated planks in
their various glatrorms looking toward
the abolition of the pass system in the
State of Minnesota, I recognize that ac-
tion upon this matter has hitherto been
deferred by reason of the fact that mem-
bers of the legislature and public officers
generally have been gmnteif the courtesy
of free transportation, There should be no
hesitancy upon this important question.
If public officers are not adequate-
ly compensated now for thelr ser-
vices, ‘fix the compensation to such
an extent as to make |t reasonable
compensation, and do away with the pos-
sibility of any officer becoming a bene-
ficlary of the favors of corporations, and

y reason of gratitude be placed un?er
some obligation to the corporation which
extends the courtesy. Public opinion has
become settled as to what should be ac-
complished along this line, and-I urge
most earnestly the early enactment of a
law which will forever abolish the pass
system in Minnesota. ;
RECIPROCAL DEMURRAGE CHARGES.

For many years the railroad companies
of Minnesota have made demurrage
charges upon shippers without reciprocity.
A reciprocal demurrage law, which will
be fair.to all ties is demanded by the
public and should be enacted at this
session of the legislature. If the mem-
bers of this body need any further en-
lifhtanment as to the absolute necessit
of prompt action in the passage of suc!
a just and practicable measure, you will
find It in the conditions of so-called car
shortage which have afflicted -the agri-
cultural districts of this and nelghboring
states In the Northwest during the past
ninety days. Even so flagrant have been
the conditions that the general govern-
ment felt compelled to visit this state
with its force of traffic experts, hold
hearings of shippers and carriers, and
enter into an exhaustive investigation of
our defective traffic facilitiess As one

supply of cars, which has resulted In the
loss of thousands -of dollars; to Minne-
sota wheat growers, and In some locall-
ties produced temporary coal famine, I
suggest a reciprocal demurrage law, sub-
Jecting carriers to the same penalties for
delay in furnishing cars as the carriers
impose upon shippers for delay In load-
ing cars. Under present conditions it {s
time that the state Impressed upon pub-
lic carrfers the fact that a private cor-
poration which seeks from the state a
charter to exercise a quasi-public func-.
tion is bound to perform that function
to the best of Its physical ability, and
heed the public Interest, and that {ts
duty to the public is ugaramount to its
duty to swell the already generous divi-
dends to its stockholders by “ton-mile-
age” or other arbitrary economlies,
INSURANCE., .

Since the last session of the legislature
the subject of insurance, and life insur-
ance rticular, occupied a con-
spicuous place In the public mind and
will no doubt recelve your particular at-

Great evils have grown up In connec-
tion with this very important phase of
our industrial life; extravagant salarles
and . commissions ve been paid; am-
biguous, deceptive and often fraudulent
contracts have been sold; colossal accu-

ulations have been secured adroltly
conceived ns and used for the benefit
of favored individuals, or h
the doubtful ots waged by captains

%rtant modifications of our prima:

from the state. -This per diem," as pro-
vided by the act of the legislature I have
mentloned; goes td the state and amount-
ed, during the period referred to, to the
sum of $1,040. The total net revenus of
the state from fees and per diem ‘earned
‘by.the department during 'the ‘year 1906,
u,}a to and including December, ‘was $36,-
572.56. 'This does not, pf course, include
the taxes pald by insurance comra,nle_l,
which this-year amounted -to $326,019.61.

. ,BANKS AND BANKING. Bl

Accordl to the report of the public
examlner.n‘the state banks of Minnesota
show during the last blennial period the
greatest volume of growth of any such
period In the state's history.

The number of state banks in opera-
tion Increased from 325 to 427, a net gain
of 102. During the same perlod the ag-
gregate capital stock, surplus, and un-
divided profits increased from $11,410,633.-
04 to sfs,m.z-is.ls. The gross deposits
had reached the sum of $64,392,858.79, 4an
increase of 48 per cent. The total re-
sources show a net increase of 38 per
cent. During this two-year perlod, there
has been no state bank failure, and only
one temporary suspension] which resulted
in a re-organization and’the strengthen-
ing of the bank without loss to the de-
positors or other creditors. The total
banking resources of Minnesota in July,
1906, including state and natlonal banks,
saving banks and trust companies, but not
includi private banks, amounted to
$266,490,032.83, The total deposit increase
in Minnesota’'s financial institutions, not
including private banks and building and
loan assoclations, is approximately sixty
millions’ of dollars, or 40 per cent: this be-
ing without doub#% the test deposit
growth in both volume and percentage for
any equal period in the state’s financial
history. The examination of banks sub-
ject to Inspection by the public examiner
has develo; the fact that the demand
upon our nks for commercial loans is
becoming limited in certain localities, Un-
der favorable financial conditions, such as
the state is enjoying at the present time,
the banks have a considerable amount of
surplus funds. Under pur present bank-
ing laws a state bank is not permitted to
make a loan in excess of 15 per cent of
its capital stock and surplus. First mort-

farm loans have proven to be a high-

y satisfacto class of investments, and
probably no tter or safe class of loans
can be made by banks operating in farm-
ing communities. Under the circumstances
I would concur with the recommendation
of the public examiner that our banking
laws be so amended as to Permit of the
making of first mortgage loans on im-
proved farms located within our state
equal to 25 per cent of the capital stock
and surplus of the , all such lgans
to be limited to and not exceed 50 ger
cent of the cash value thereof; provided
that no bank shall Invest in that class
of loans in the aggregate more than 50
per cent of its deposits..

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND.

I desire to call your attention to one
peculiarly in the law relating to the In-
vestment of our permanent school funds.
The law now provides that loans to
school districts for the erection school
buildings shall be at a rate of 4 per cent
per annum, and at the same time pro-
vides that this fund may be loaned for
the construction of ditcnes for drainage
at 3 per cent per annum. It is not fair
that the institutions for which this fund
is created should suffer by this discrimina-
tlon. It is hardly fair to provide a high-
er rate of investment for the schools of
the state than for other purposes. We
should not discriminate against the edu-
cational interests of the commonwealth;
and either the rate of interest in one case
should be raised, or in the other lowered.

. STATE UNIVERSITY.

No one Institution within our state is.
of so much importance as our state uni-
versity. Its growth in the past has been
phenomenal, and with the ald and en-
couragement which should come to It
from the legislature its future poasibili-
ties are unlimited. Requests for financial
ald for the construction of new buildings
are not as large as durlhg other periods,
and are.submitted to you with the sug-
gestion that they receive careful con-
sideration. It ls a recognized fact that
this Institution has been handlms:ped
somewhat by reason of financial policies
which have hitherto made it impossible

‘| to pay adequate salaries by which men of

recognized abllity could be employed and
retained in the institution, and from time
to time we suffer the loss of some of our
best teachers by reason of the inability
to properly and adequatel p te-
them. Certainly Minnesota can afford to
pay reasonable compensation for this
cl of service, and to p de means by
which we can compete with any educa-
tional Institution in the country in bidding
for talent which would permanently en-
dow our university,

Since the last sesslon of the legislature
the state university has fallen heir to a
large sum of money known as the Elliott
bequest, providing for a memorial hos-
pital in conjunction with the medical
school. This bequest has not yet been
secured because its acceptance would in-
volve a new polley and the board of re-
gents decided that this could not properly
be done without legislative sanction and
approval, and the acceptance would neces-
sarily be conditioned upon the legislature
making provision for the future malinten-
ance of the proposed hospital. Your at-
tention will be officially called to this
matter later. It is bu{ right that you
should know that the bequest, while urged
for this specific purpose, will still be
available for the use of erecting a me-
morial building of some other character.
Inasmuch as it involves a large sum of
money which can bhe used to splendid
advantage at the university, I trust that
the cauestlon will recelve from you that
consideration to which it s entitled.

LOGS AND LUMBER.

I am pleased to be able to convey to
the legislature the information that during
the past blennial period all settlements by.
the timber board of the state for timber
trespass upon public lands have been in
strict accordance with the law.. Irregular
settlements of preceding periods have
likewise been considered, and a number
of cases were placed in the hands of the
attorney general with strict instructions
to begin immediate and continuous prose-
cution of the cases with a view to the
collection of all moneys to which the
state is entitled under the law. The at-
torney general, in hig prosecution of these
cases, has secured from the surreme court
an opinion sustaining the validity of the
present timber trespass law, and it re-
quires no amendment sg far as it relates
to Enlshment of offenders under the law.
It 8, however, some featureg which
should be changed. The timber board
should be ﬁlven a wider range of author-
ity in settling controversies and making
adjustments by which the necessity of
some law sults might be dispensed with.
A change should certainly be made in
that section' of the act providing for a
re-scale of state timber, B’nder the pres-
ent statute provision is made for a re-
scale upon a demand by the state au-
ditor, and in such case he is required to
serve notice u the surveyor general,
glvin{ 2 description of the ‘tract upon
which a re-scale {s demanded. The sur-
veyor general thereupon appolnts one of
his deputies to act in doncert with a state
estimator, appointed by the auditor for this
purpose, the two to make a re-scale of the
timber embraced in the permit, and make
a report of the same for record with the
auditor. It is provided that In case both
the deputy and the estimator agree upon
the scale, the same shall be final and
binding upon the state and the purchaser;
and if it shall a.p?mr by the state re-
scale that the first scale was practically
correct, the state shall pay the surveyor
geneml the sum of iﬂ for each day spent
¥ his deputy in Ing such re-scale, In
addition. to all necessary expenses in-
curred by him in traveling to and from
the land, and that in case of a material
difference in the two scales, the surveyor
general shtll not be entitled to compen-
sation for such re-scale.
PRIMARY ELECTION LAW.

It is hardly nece to call your at-
tention to the need of some very im-
elec-
w as

n law. Mucli opposition- to the
it now stands exists, and there is preju-

is more than 27 cents per ton, and upon
the Vermillion range, almost 37 cents

of finance in thé money centers. of the
country. That a.nthu%s not been fol-
lowed by great disaster is due to the

.cause of the

dice against a.pnma.r{l.electlon at all pe
possibilities of

- capitalization.

ml}; ufomp“'“il them:elveluwrho

AT roperties as asse or

capitalis: np 1902, when the United

S R e s

n an -

ars. t::vlﬂe? in a chancery

overnment report,

in reserve in

ards of 700,-
the

States  Steel

per ton. ' Recenily this corporation has
negotiated a lease -with private. at
86 cents per ton, with g contract to mine :
not less than 750,000 tons per year. Anti
important lease still more recently has
been made on the baais of gper ton

Sheo Bttt 30 foure B2
abl range 8 :
view of this condition, the te

T \
private corporations which should ::fq‘?t ;
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should be by petition only. ‘The humber
of petitioners required should be sufficient
to rivlrevent frivolous candidates, but not so
high as to bar worthy aspirants.- -
3“;. % GOOD ROADS.

® subject of better highways and af

making good roads Is stil prozrinent ih

-}'the puilic-mind and much more interest | 4a

18 belng taken along this line than hereto-
| fore. e have come to recognize that the
improvement of our public highways
means better and more economical trans-
portation falcilities. The amendment to
the constitution proposed by the last
legislature relating to this question failed
‘of passage by reason of the failure of a
latge number of the people of the state
to vote upon this question, There was
some opposition to the amendment by rea-
8on of the fact that the Proposed amend-
ment imposed certain limitations upon the
legislature.. I trust that provision will
be made for the submission to the people
of another amendment to the constitu-
tlon, and that restrictions heretofore con-
tained in the constitution be removed.
For instance, the legislature is now au-
thorized to add to the state road and
bridge fund by providing in its discretion
an annual tax levy upon the property of
the state not to exceed in any year one-
twentieth of one mill on all the taxable
property in the state. This limitation
should be removed and the legislature
should be permitted at its discretion to
levy a tax sufficient to accomplish good
results along the line of better highways.
The provision now in the constitution that
no county shall receive in any year more
than three per cent, or less than one-half
of one per cent of the total fund thus pro-
vided should also be changed by striking
out that portion of it which provides that
a county shall not receive not less than
a ceértain amount. All of the legislative
restrictions should be removed with the
exception of a possible restriction pro-
viding maximum amounts. I believe the
legislature understands the importance of
this subject, and that further comment
is unnecessary,

DRAINAGE.
The subject of drainage is one proper

be amended to prevent deceptive labeling:
the law relating to labeling of substitutes
of pure jellies, jams and preserves should
be repealed, and a new law should re-
quire simply the printing of the formula
in legible tygo. An effective patent medi-
cine law should be adopted, requiring
the labeling of all es rl\rmg the
formula of the product when it contains
ngerous ingredlents. A standard for
ice cream should be established. The de-
partment should be relleved of the bur-
den of proof when dealing with food

p;od:l-:ltls in which the dln ledlenta are
me! ¥ recognized an eleterious to
ges.lth. Owing to the owth of the

canning industry, a s law should
be enacted glving the department super-
vision as to sanitary conditlons, and fix-
ing a standard of purity in the output of
the canneries; and the national pure
food law will be more effective if the
legislature will make the Minnesota law
as nearly uniform as possible to the na-
tlonal law, These recommendations are
based on the best experience of the of-
ficers of the dal and food department
for Minnesota, and in them I heartily con-
cur, earnestly calling your attention to
the suggestions in the hope that benefi-
cent legislation will follow. ;

STATE PRISON.

During the past two-:years the state
prison twine plant has been materially
enlarged; the output amounting during
this perlod to twenty-four and a half
million pounds, which was sold at a price
amounting to $2,360,000. It is conserva-
tively estimated that the farmers of this
state have been benefited to the extent
of at least three cents per pound, amount-
ing to approximately $750,000, while the
state at the same time has made a net
profit of 3$410,000, thus ylelding during
the two ‘years a net profit to %ha state
and the citizens thereof of more than
$1,100,000. The past two years have been
the most prosperous and beneficial since
the twine plant was originated. The prod-
uct has given general satisfaction, and
the demand is still beyond the capacity
of the plant. In my message to the legis-
lature two years ago, I recommended that
practically all of the labor of the prison

for your consideration at this time. Ap-
proximately 2,368,000 acres of the state
holdings of 2,750,000 acres of school and !
stase institutional land, which do not in-
clude 60,000 acres not yet patented to the'
state, are too wet for agricultural pur-
poses. This large area is confin to
thirty counties in northern Minnesata: 90
per cent of the land being in Roseau,
Cass, Itaseca, St. Louis, Aitkin, Lake and
Cook counties, With this immense area
of low lands which the state is able te
reclaim at a comparatlvelﬁ* small cost, it
would seem to be an excellent public pol-
icy that the most advanced methods for
their reclammation be adopted and that
Minnesota co-operate with any satisfac-
tory plan proposed by the federal gov-
ernment for drainage.

Under authority granted by Chapter
159, General Laws 1905, the state drain-
age commission, has caused a topographi-
cal survey to be made of state swamp
lands. The report of this work will be
submitted to you, and will show the num-
ber of acres of wet lands belonging to
the state, their location, the feasibility
and the cost of their reclammation by sys-'
tematic drainage. This report will show
that the average cost per acre for their
reclammation will be $1.40 and that when
drained the lands will become productive
and their present value increased many
times the cost of such drainage. It {8 a
good business proposition that these lands
be drained. It is unjust to other business
improvements in these counties that the
state’'s wet lands be allowed to stand_as
barriers In the way of progress, In-
creased activity along this line will com-
pel  the reclammation of thousands of
acres of low lands now_ held by rallroad ,
and land companies, and the country will
provide homes for those of our citizens
now seeking homes elsewhere.

I am glad to be able to say that there
is In Minnesota but one sentiment on the'
question of the wisdom of some plan of |
drainage, and I would urge liberality In
appropriations to this end. I would also
at this time call your attention to the plan
now in operation in many of the other
states by which the geologlcal survey of
the federal governmefit undertakes to
make a complete survey of the state,
with perfect maps, Important data, etc.
For each dollar expended by the state,
the geological survey appropriates an
equal amount, and the result is event-
ually to secure a survey made along the
most approved lines at an expense which
would be prohibitive were the state to
undertake the work alone. This matter
is at least worthy of your thoughtful in-
vestigation, :

UNIFORM DIVORCE LAW.

During the past year a divorce con-
gregs was held in the city of Philadelphia
to which duly accredited representatives
of the various states of the Union were
gathered with a view of framing a uni-
form divorce statute relating to the an-
nulment of marriage and dlvorce for
adoption by the several legislatures of
the various states In the Union. The
case with which some states permit an-
nulment of marriages and divorces has
come to be an American scandal, and it
it earnestly hoped that there will be a
complete co-operation by all of the sev-
eral states of the Unlon on this import-
ant question, At the congress named,
Minnesota was represented by a duly ac- |
credited representative, who assisted in
the preparation of a proposed uniform
statute covering this question. Copies
of this roaposed statute will be submitted
to this go , and your earnest considera-
tion of the matter is desired. I trust that
Minnesota will be among the first states

important question,

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM.

I would call your attentlon to the mer-
its of the s.dv{sury initiative and refer-
endum. This permits the people of a |
state, county, city, village or town to
express their views upon questions af-
fecting their organizations and is fast
ainin% ground upon the theory that the
uly elected officers are the servants of
the people who electéd them and will be
guided by the expressed views of a ma-
jority. ’fhe advisory Initiative and ref- |
erendum is but a step farther than the:
right of petition, and is not binding upon
their officers. The enactment of a law
providing for an advisory initiative and
referendum can be accomplished without
a constitutional amendmgnt, and I am
firmly of the opinion that siuch legisla-
tion is desirable, There can be, I am
sure, no valld reason against the sub-
mission to the people of a ]proposed con-
stitutional amendment providing for a di-;
rect initiativee and referendum. This
would give the people an opportunity to
vote on the question whether or not they
want the right to instruct their repre-,
sentatives and also the further right to|
ass upon the laws enacted by their legis-
Pature. But whether or not vou would
care to go so far in this direction, I
would urge your comildemtion of a plan
for an advisory initiatlve and referendum.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP.

Public ownership of public utilities is
fast becoming an accomplished fact iIn
many of the cities and villages of the
state. If a city, village or town desires
to conduct its. public utilitles hr and for
tﬁe public, after having so decided by a
majority vote, there can be mno objec-
tion to allowing the munlcipality to raisel
the money necessary to purchase and op-
erate In any way it sees fit. Under our
present laws it is permitted to bond . all
the property of the community for this

urpose. If, on the other hand, it can

nd; persons ‘who are willing to loan the
money upon the property of the public
utility desired "to_ operate, pledging only
the property of the %ub‘llc utility loaned
on, there can be no objection on the part
of owners of other and general property.

DAIRY AND FOOD DEPARTMENT.

I the fleld of production our greatest
dependence i8 upon agriculture, In its
several branches none has made greater
progress in this state dur_inﬁ recent years,
than the dairy industry. innesota but-
ter occupies In the markets of the United
States a, position in which It commands a !
decided premium over the product of any
other, gtate. This is due in no small meas-
ure to the progress made in elevating
the stan of its butter by the de-!
Partment. and is shown in the fact that
n six national contests, Minnesota has
four times been awarded highest honors.
Not only amry llnes, but In rais-

i th and . quall food
pli"oduct.i amnuractund :nd l“o'ldoin the
state has the department ed. The
laws .entrusted to this d ent for
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‘t’hn: ﬂn:l'on urpose of Accom thu:
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‘consumer.'to a realization of the ne-
g:ﬂm of e:;:p!ete €0-0! tion in ot
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":?%ther :It:;latcl;? there :‘re some deficlences
and Bome necessity for' amendment to
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8 en more’ ve, ' |

°_rx'n- a report which will later be laid be-
fore -you, this department: 'mommen%:;
to inaugu-

fix a 'standard for purity and

| corporation of the Internat

should be devoted to this industry. I re-
new the suggestion that the plant should
be still enlarged so as to Increase the
capacity at least five milllon pounds an-
nually. This can easily be done without
additional appropriation from the state,
except for the necessary bulldings on the
new prison site to be used for that pur-
pose. With this increase the output would
be 18,000,000 pounds per annum, and would
nearly meet the requirements of the to-
tal average crop year in the state. The
National Cordage Compan[y. a subsidiary

onal Harvester
Company, has commenced making twine
from flax fibre in this state for the evi-
dent purpose of competing with the state
product. To meet this situation and to
protect the state Interests, the law should
most certainly be amended to permit the
sale of the prison-made. twine outside of
the state in order that we may meet any,
effort made by the twine trust to throttle
our plan inside of state lines. 1 would
also sugﬁest that the law be changed so
as to allow the sale of twine to dealers
after March 1, reserving 500,000 pounds
to fill_small cash orders direct to farm-
ers, With the large increase in the out-
Pu , it will be necessary to dispose of a
n.r%a amount of the product through the
dealers of the state, as a prudent busi-
ness man will not walit longer than Febe
ruar{ or March to secure his ine. He
should be allowed to place his orders
early enough to meet his requirements
and that of his trade. The law now in
force restricting the dealer to sell twine
At one cent profit per pound is ample
protection to the farmer, and fair and
equitable to all concerned,

There seems to be a feeling upon the
part of our citizens In favor of making
farm machine at the state prison to
compete with the trust; that is, the man-
ufacture of such machinery as Is now not
made in_the state. I belleve a depart-
ure could be made along this line which
would prove of great advantage to the ag-
ricultural interests, and I would suggest
that the management at least be author-
ized to lnvestlﬁe the feasibility with
power to act. is does not necessarily
require or need to carry with it an ap-
propriation, as the necessary expense
conservatively engaged could be met from
the earnings of the state twine plant.

STATE SOLDIERS' HOME,

1 would call your attention to the re-
quirements of additional appropriations
for the state soldiers’ home in order that
Minnesota may continue to discharge her
debt to the veterans who gave their early
Years to.the cause of the country in the
Dbreservation of the Uplion. Increasing
age, disability and dependence mean that
the number of veterans at the home and
throughout the state who reoceive state
ald will grow Instead of decrease for the
next few years. A total of 2,513 cases in
which relief was provided through the
agency of the relief fund were treated
during the blennlal perlod ending July 31,
1906, the average payment being $5.40.
The last legislature appropriated $75,000
for a home for the mothers, wives and
widows of soldlers, It was found that
this sum would not build and equip the
building contemplated, and $2,000 was bor-
rowed from the soldiers’ relief fund to
assist In the work, while changes were
made in the )F}l.ana by which the cost
was lessened. The board of trustees now
ask for an additlonal appropriation of
$60,000 to complete the woman's building
according to the origlnal plans and to
install an electric elevator. The building
has been so far completed as to admit
of its occupancy and the first woman to
be enrolled is the mother of two Min-

of the Union to put herself right on thia nesota soldiers. She has just passed the

century mark and were it not for the
beneficence of the state she would now
be forced to become an object of charity.

LIVE STOCK SANITARY BOARD.

Laws governing treatment of contagious
diseases in cattle, hogs and horses have
been vigorously enforced but there is,
I regret to say, an alarming increase in
diseases requirin special supervision.
The executive officers of the live stock
sanitary board report that there were
killed for the year ending July 31, 1906, a
total of 1,438 head of cattle because of
tuberculo and 606 head of horseg for
glanders, The law requires that the
state shall pay three-fourths of the ap-
Jpraised value of animals killed under its
terms, but limits the value of the ani-
mals to a reasonable maximum. TUnder
the law creating a separate sanitary board
there was a reduction to $19,000 of the
amount given to the board for its main-
tenance annually, this amount being in-
tended also to cover the state’s share
of the value of animals slaughtered un-
der Its provisions. I do not hesitate to
gay that the sum iz wholly inadequate.
There are now on hand over 750 claims
approved by the board, representing every
county in the state, for slaughtered cows
and horses, aggregating $55,000, and which
the state is under a moral obligation to
pay. The board asks for $55,000 to wipe
out this debt and also 3 for an ap-

riation of $50,000 annually with which"
prop: Y

to eradicate tu
glanders in horses,

THE LOBBYIST.

In several of the states steps have al-
ready been taken to exclude the lobbylist
from the halls of legislation, and elimi-
nate one of the greatest evils to political
economy and to political decency. Pro-
vision should be made, it seems to me,
by which the current of popular will
could not be turned from its proper chan-
nel bg representatives of private interest
who desire to overcome the rights of the
Eubllc. While it will be impossible, per-

aps, to totally prevent the lobbyist from
in ion, it could be accomplished to
some extent by compelling corperations
and Indlviduals Interested in legislation
to register, and be required to submit all
arguments to committees instead of to
individuals,

ulosis in cattle and

CONCLUSION.

way of conclusion rmit me to add
thftyl have every conﬂt'ienrfce that you will
be gulded.and governed by a desire to do
that which is best for the state. This
commonwealth, with all of its moral, in=
tellectual, and.material advancement |s,
I am sure, as dear:to you as to me. We
have been chosen by the same people;
we serve the game cause: we may differ
in our opinions, but if our differences are
honest ones will find agjustment
ty. Whatever our po=
litical conyvictions, our duty is the same,
‘We may have our obligations to polliti-
cal p.f'J and these ob tlons it seexms
to be best met and redeemed in
utﬁ:uo service regardl of the de-
mands of partisan service; that we will
::R: b:-u{. parties best by serving the
We_live In a time when purely party

considerations are being m&e to yield -

the principles of good gvemmaa:. an
in any conflict between the iwo our first
w is. tgn the state :nc,na.tlon. and al-
ance- a party organization a see-
ondaﬁ-lﬁitter. Let us strive to attain
- the hest jdeals and reward the people
us by honest effort which will make us
In y Y avery efort 10 bring ‘shout &

our - ou

‘healthier and better state of governmental

that I will be to welcome any sug-

;—i and assure you, as well,
-gestion calculated to promote the pros-
perl

labels” that “will informs.
GRser the chartaster oi the Lquid

f “of our people and the gene:
‘mestlo” welfaye, 5 3

of maple syrup and maple sugar should |

.weglans played in the dissolution of
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| | Principal Events Gathered in the

—

Bjornsjerne Bjornson has written a
newspaper article under the caption,
“Our Sin and Our Humiliation,” giv-
ing his view of the part which the Nor-

the union. He protests against the as-
sertion that,the Norwegians commit-
ted a “sin” by breaking out of the
union. Then he goes on to say: *“No
Norwegian wants the work of 1905 un-
done. But I am sure that in a short
time a great number will agree that
we acted harshly against the dynasty,
and particularly against our old king.”

At the same time he found it humil-
fating to have the Swedes dictate a
Norwegian plebicite and the domoli-
tion of the Norwegian forts along the
Swedish frontier,

DENMARK.

Numerous orders from Icsland for
Icelandic flags have attracted con-
glderable attention in Copenhagen.
This trade seems to prove that the
“flag movement” in Iceland is stronger
than the Danes took it to be. It is
said that the Icelanders expect the
king to give them a new flag on his
coming visit to the island. When
King Kristian visited Iceland in 1874,
he gave the island a liberal constitu-
tion. At the time of the change of the
system of government the Icelanders
were given a new coat-of-arms, a
falcon. What .could be more natural
for King Frederik when he goes to
see the Icelanders than to give them
a flag of their own?

All the Polish laborers who return
from Denmark to their native villages
in Eastern Germany must pass through
the Stettin railway station, Berlin, and
the authorities at this station have
estimated that the whole number of
Polish laborers returning from Den-
mark and Sweden during the late fall
and early winter was about 5,000, a
majority of whom were young, healthy
girls. They save all the way from $25
to 350 durlng a six-months' stay in
Scandinavia.

SWEDEN.

On Christmas day, 1903, Skane was
visited by a storm which did much
damage to the houses. On that oceasion
a small hoyse at North Vallosa, about
a mile west of Rynge railway station,
which was the home of a sixty-two
year old man, was partly wrecked. His
neighbors expected that the man would
leave his old shack, but the man has
lived there ever since. The house pre-
sents a sorry sight. The roof is caved
in, one of the gables is gone, and there
are large openings near the door and
windows. Through the leaky ceil-
ing., which is exposed to the rain and
the snow, the water has been trickling
down and the clay floor of the house
has been a soft mass. A small ditch
was generally kept open across the
floor to carry away as much of the
water as possible, There iz no way of
heating the house, the chimney having
blown down when the rest of the
house was wrecked., The strangest
part of the story is, that the aged oc-
cupant of the house has not been
sick; but now he will have to move out
because the house is to be torn down.

At Storbyn, Dalarne\ a gruesome find
has been made, consisting of the skel-
étons of two old persons who are sup-
posed to have been gypsies, whom
their younger fellows dispatched and
buried in order to get rid of them.

Gustaf Jorsander has published an
account of the experiences of the Swe-
dish-Norwegian regiment which took
part in the battle of Dybbol, Denmark,
in the Danish-German War of 1864.
Among those who repeatedly were in
the thickest of the battles of that war
he makes particular mention of P. M.
Ostevall, a Stockholm confectioner,
who distinguished himself by singing
patriotic hymns, At first only the sol-
diers of the Scandinavian army could
enjoy his beautiful singing. But as the
Russians gradually approached the
Danish breastworks they, too, could
not but hear his rich, strong voice.
The Prussians evidently appreciated
his singing, for though he was re-
peatedly exposed at close range they
always spared him so that he came out
unscathed though his comrades fell all
around him.

Leading citizens of Engelholm are
planning for,the construction of a large
matering establishment.

The city of Helsingborg offered the
national government $242,000 and a
large tract of land as a bonus in case
barracks were built on the land for a
whole regiment of soldiers. Now the
government is contemplating the sta-
tioning of only flve squads of soldiers
at Helsingborg, and the city is going
to reduce its offer very materially.

Broby, Skane, will soon have a ma-
chine shop of considerable capacity.
N. Sjoholm, who has been running a
large blacksmith shop at the place, has
sold this to a company which is go-
ing to enlarge the establishment.

The city council of Vimmerby has
petitioned the king for permission to
contract a loan of $150,000 for build-
ing public waterworks, a school house,
a poorhouse, etc., and for taking stock
in a local railway. It is proposed to
pay the loan in forty annual install-
ments.

. A boy at Mala, Vasterbotten, is
sguffering from a rare disease. For two
vears his tongue has been growing
both in length.and thickness until it
protrudes about two inches from his
mouth and fills up the mouth so that
the, patient,can take only liquid food.

The preliminary inquiries made for
‘the purpose of gulding the cabinet in
drawing up a new suffrage bill were
completed just before Christmas, and
a bulky report on the matter was hand-
ed to the government.

August Lanfeld, a Helsingborg con-
tractor, has patented an invention
which is an electric motor and an air-
pressure machine combined.

‘ Bro. Sundeen,a noted thought reader,
is no longer able to take care of him-
self, and he is staying at the Norr-
koping poorhouse.

Patrik Adlexcrentz has been appoint-

ed Swedish judge of the internmatiomal
courts of Egypt.
« Gustaf Johansson, of Markaryd, who
was formerly connected with a peat
factory in Iceland, has been appointed
to a lucrative position as engineer at
the Panama canal.

A company has been organized with
a capital stock of $200,000 at Gothen-
burg for altering the Furstenburg pal-
ace and using it as a fashionable ho-
tel. L 33 :

- According to statistical information
Just published the imports of Sweden
for the year 1905 were $157,160,000, and
"the exports $121,550,000.
_ The head of the general staff does

‘mot favor ' the. plan- of making Norr-
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Two new stutiohs are to be built on
the Malmo and Trelleborg railway.

It will cost $25,000 to drain lak-~
Immelu. The draining will improve
1,100 acres of land and 1,000 acres wili
be reclaimed.

Careful and extensive experiments
have demonstrated that it will be de-
cidedly profitable to use electricity on
some of the state railways of Sweden.
Jons Hansson, the richest farmer in
all the country around Sandakra.
Skane, died at the age of 90 years.
His estate is worth $60,000, which will
be divided among his cousins.

Eugene Lantier, a noted French au-
thority on political questions, will
spend a part »f next summer in Swe-
den for thg purpose of writing un
Swedish politics for the Paris Figaro.
What is known as “American goose-
berry mildew,” is playing havoc with
the gooseberry mterests of Sweden.
and appeals may be made to the riks-
dag for means of combating the pest.
The board of election at Helsingborz
is making arrangements for furnish-
ing warm milk to the school children
at the public schools for use at th.
forenoon recess during the cold sea-
son. ;

Sater is the first Swedish town to go
“dry.” The showing was 643 votes
cast by 79 voters for license, and 1,089
votes cast by 74 voters against license.
The contest was very bitter. The *“1id"
will be closed Oct. 1.

During the second half of the year
1908 no less than 231 companies were
organized for the purpose of enabling
workingmen to procure homes of their
own, and their aggregate minimum
capitalization was placed at $1,200,000.
Rev. Henning Wendell, D. Ph. of
Bjornlunda, declined the decoration of
the order of the North Star which was
conferred upon him on King Oscar's
birthday. He gave as his reason that
it would be incompatible with his dig-
nity as a minister of the gospel to
carry such a decoration,

S0 many foreigners are settling in
Katarina parish, Stockholm, that the
authorities have commenced to pay
particular attention to this invasion.
The people in question are Russian
fugitives, Jews, Finns, Polanders, etc.,
and they are very poor. It is a curi-
ous fact that most of them are living
in rookeries owned by the city of
Stockholm.

The central committee of the tem-
perance organizations of Sweden made
arrangements for a course of lectures
on the different phases of the temper-
ance movement. Minister of Ecclesi-
astical Affairs Hammarskjold opening
school Jan. 3. The lectures were given
by a dozen of prominent men, in-
cluding Bishops Bloggquist, of Lulea,
and some of the foremost educators of
Sweden.

NORWAY.

“East of the Sun and West of the
Moon,” a Norwegian fairy tale, has
been dramatized by Miss Bergh, and
her work was well received at the
Kristiania National theater.

A city ordinance provides that meat
must not be sold in smaller quanti-
ties than quarters on the public mar-
ket in Kristiania, and many are the
novseuives that fail to see the wis-
dom of this arrangement.

Those who are opposed to the study
of pure Norwegian -at the public
schools are in favor of submitting that
question to a popular vote; but the
friends of the difficult reform are evi-
dently afraid that the people might re-
Ject their pet scheme, and therefore
they say, “No popular vote on that
subject.”

The state of Norway owns about
1,000,000 acres of spruce and pine tim-
ber lands and 900,000 acres of hard-
wood timber, The commons owned by
local commerce include 452,000 acres
of timber land. The value of the tim-
ber on the government lands is put
at about $5,000,000, and the total value
of the commons is about $3,000,000.

Fire was discovered on the mail
steamer Lindholmen off Farsund, Jan.
3. A strong gale was blowing and the
flames soon spread to the saloons and
icabins. Thirty passengers, most of
themn seasick, hurried from their guar-
ters to get on deck. Four of them were
suffocated in their efforts to get out.

A Paris dispatch states that the en-
deavors made to secure neutrality for
Norway are meeting with success and
that a congress may soon be held in
Paris for considering the matter. Rus-
sia has objected to several minor
points in the plan proposed by the
other powers, but Russia is not ex-
pected to put any serious obstacles
in the way of the desired treaty of
neutrality.

Others jumped overboard and one
was drowned. Another passenger went
mad. One lifeboat was burned and
another was crushed against the side
of the ship. Finally, while the remain-
der “of the half-dressed and panic-
stricken passengers were huddled on
the forecastle in a blinding snowstorm,
the rest of the ship being in flames,
the captain drove the vessel ashore
and managed to save the remaining
passengers and the crew, There was
much hardship, however, before all
the ship’s company were landed safely.
The dangerous nature of the coast
made the operation of beaching the
Lindholmen most risky.

The Kristiania canvas factory has
been running for fifty years, and at
its semi-centennial jubilee the propri-
etors donated $6,750 to the employes,
part of the amount directly to each
person and part of it to the employes’
pension fund. ’ ;

Kristiania contributed 40 per cent of
the receipts of the postoffice depart-
ment of Norway for the past fiscal
year. : fe

The receipts of the Norge fire in-
8 company Increased from $150,-
600 to $177,700 in one year.

* The city of Hamar will have a bud-
get of expenses of $80,000 for the year
1907.

Several farmers in Aardale, Sogn.
were destroyed by floods and lana-
slides Nov. 23, and Bjorson wrote an
appeal for aid for the sufferers. Con-
tributions to the aid fund are sent to
Rev. Sandved, Aardal, Sogn.

A large part of the liquor procured
for the holidays was bought in whole-
sale on account of the nature of the
liquor laws.

The work of repairing Bygdo palace
is going on rapidly, and the royal fam-
ily may move into the building in Feb-
,ruary.

‘" Dr. Sigurd Ibsen has returned to
Norwéy after a lengthy -sojonrn
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botten a separate militaty district. !

abroad.
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