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GOV. JOHNSON’S KEYNOTE SPEECH

Renders an Account of
His Stewardship.

PAYS RESPECTS TO OPENING
ADDRESS OF MR. JACOBSON

Acknowledges Co-operation of the
Attorney General and Repub-
lican Legislators.
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{ “We Have Fulfilled Every Promise Made.” “Do You
Want a Continuance of the Stewardship.”

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen:

Four years ago I was nominated by
the Democratic party for the office
of governor of Minnesota, and that
choice was ratified by the people of
the state. After an administration of
two years I was again nominated for
this exalted position, and in the suc-
ceeding election this nomination was
ratified by the greatest non-partisan
victory in the history of American
polities. Again I have been nmominat-
ed and for the third time appear as
a candidate for the office of governor.

1 think no one will dispute me
when I say that this nomination
came to me unsought. I can go fur-
ther and say that it came despite
my emphatie protest. 1 felt that the
people of Minnesota had greatly
honored me and I had no desire to
appeal to them for another term.
However, the convention unanimous-
ly nominated me and adjourned with-
out giving me an opportunity to de-
¢line the nomination, leaving we with
no alternative other than to accept
the result and abide by the verdict
of the convention.

Momentous Political Campaign.

We are now in the midst of one of
the most momentous political cam-
paigns in the history of our country,
miade so by rcason of new political
alignments, by reason of differences
in the various political organizations,
and because of the peculiar situation
with rezard to platforms and candi-
dates. The Democracy of the nation
and state come to you in this cam-
paign with platforms and candidates
which need no apology. As a matter
of fact, we come to you with a na-
tional platform and candidates which,
in our judgment, challenge compari-
sons.

It will not be my purpose on this
accasion to discuss mnational ques-
tions, other than to say that in my
judgment political organizations are
necessary vehicles to good govern-
ment in the nation. I belleve that
every citizen ought to identify him-
self with one or the other of the
political organizations of the country;
not because others have done so; not
because this or that organization
may be more popular or more safely
entrenched in power than the other;
but because political organizations
give to him the opportunity to ex-
press his ideals of government as he
can express them in no other way.

Party Platforms Compared.
However, I fully believe
every American citizen

that
afiiliating

himself with a political organization |
should do so as the result of earnest |

study, and the knowledge of the prin-
ciples, tenets and doctrines of that
organization; and, assuming that the
American people will in this contest, |

more than in any previous contest,
study the platforms, I sincerely in-
vite you to compare the platforms

adopted at Chicago and at Denver.

. If you believe in a high tar- .,
iff policy and a high tariff sys- .
tem as being best for the agri- .
cultural districts, there can
be no doubt as to your
place in this political con- .
test. If you believe it is con-
trary to the interests of the .
American people to establish .
railroad rates wupon physical .,
valuations of the railroad prop- .
erties, then there can be no .
doukt as to your place. |If .
. you believe that senators should
. be elected by yourselves, if
. you believe in better security .
. of your bank deposits, if you .
- believe in the right of trial by .
jury, if you believe in greater .
progress in legislation for the .
. laboring man; if you believe
. that corporations ocught not to
be given the same freedom to .
contribute to great political ¢
organizations as in the past, .
. then there certainly can be no .
. doubt as to your position.
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Republicans Repudiate La Follette.
It is my judgment that there never

hias been in the history of American
politics so wide a division in the mat-
ter of political declarations as that
which exists between those of the
Chicazo and Denver conventions., |1
am quite satisfied in my own mind

that the study of these platforms will
mean  converts to the cause of
Democracy generally, The great dif-
ference between the two was most
decidedly emphasized by the attempt
of Senator La Follette, of Wisconsin,
in furtherance of his presidential
candidacy, to give to the American
people a platform proposed by Mr.
Cooper in that convention, which de-
clared for the rights of the people
of the great Northwest and Middle
West, yes, the people of the nation,
as arrayed against the predatory in-
terests of the country. The humiliat-
Ing spectacle of the almost unani-
mous refusal to accept and grant
any of the propositions offered by Mr.
La Follette illustrates the wide dif-
ference between the Chicago plat-
form and the interests of the people
of America,

Tribute to Bryan.

In contra-distinction to that plat-
form adopted, we ask you to consider
the platform adopted by the Demo-
cratic party at Denver—a platform
which has not been challenged suec-
«cessfully by any of the great news-
paper organs of the opposition; and,
proud as we are of our platform, we

| this exalted position.
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come to you with just as much pride
in our natlonal leader—Hon. William
J. Bryan. You must admit the pur-
ity of his life, the earnestness of his
purpose and the dominant fact that he
has stood for what he believes to be
{or the good of the masses general-
Y.

But it is not my purpose to discuss
national questions upon this occasion.
I am before you as a candidate for a
state office, as 1 have been in two
preceding campaigns and elections.
During those campaigns I made cer-
tain pledges to the people of the
State of Minnesota. I promised that
it elected I shonld establish, if pos-
sible, the majesty of the law in this
state. It gives me a great deal of
pleasure on this occasion to be able
to say that today, in every depart-
ment of the state government, the
only rule of conduct is the rule of the
law laid down by the representatives
of the people in their legislative as-
semblies. We promised you a better
system of business methods than had
been in vogue in this state in the
past. We come to you now, pround
of the fact that there has been much
Improvement in our business condi-
tions in the state. In brief, we have
fulfilled every promise we made, and
we have kept faith with the people.

Jacobson’s Speech Answered.

Later during this address I shall
give a summary of the account of my
stewardship as governor of the State
of Minnesota. Before I proceed to
the details of that stewardship I wish
to pay my respects somewhat briefly
to the opening address of my op-
ponent in this campaign, Mr. J. F.
Jacobson, delivered in the city of Du-
luth, on Thursday, August Gth, last.

Mr, Jacobson for many years was
a member of the legislature from
Lac qui Parle county. For many
years he was regarded by the people
of Minnesota as an able and fearless
champion of the rights of the com-
mon people. Subsequent to his
career as a legislator he became a
candidate for the office of state
auditor. It was his contention, and
the contention of his friends after
his defeat for the nomination, that
he was defeated for nomination at
the Republican state convention by
the interests who had been affected
by his legislative actions. Two years
ago he was a candidate for the nom-
ination within the Republican party
for the office of governor. It was
his contention throughout that entire
campaign that he was defeated again
by the predatory wealth of the state
and by the liquor, lumber, iron and
railroad interests of Minnesota,

The Jacobson of Yesterday.
Again he became g candidate for
. Great changes
scem to have taken place in Minne-
Hqta during the past two years.
W lwg'e Lwo vears ago Mr. Jacobson's
candidacy was opposed by these in-
terests, as he himself deelared in his
advoeacy of the election of his sue-
cessful opponent, whose nomination
he charzed was brought about by the
very interests which had defeated
him, it is now generally eharged and
almost universally conceded that the
very interests which defeated him for
nomination to the offices of state
auditor and governor brought about
and secured his nomination in the re-
cent Republican state convention.

Color is lent to this charge by the
fact that throughout the entire season,
and up to the time of the prepara-
tion of this address, Mr., Jacobson has
never raised his voice in favor of the
interests of the people in any of the
great issues which now engross the
attention of the public. In his speech
at Duluth he was painfully silent upon
the question of railroad regulation;
painfully silent upon the question of
timber trespass: painfully silent upon
the question of taxation, of great in-
terest in this state.

Awed by Steel Trust.

_.-‘\s a matter of fact, at that par-
ticular meeting in the city of Duluth,
Mr. Jacobson was surrounded by the
representatives of the great steel cor-
porat_ion, who joined in predicting his
election as governor. In the presence
of that peculiar hospitality he never
raised his voice in the matter of taxa-
tion of the great iron properties of
the state of Minnesota. As a matter
of fact, his only reference to that
great section and to those great in-
terests was when he said:

“There has been a suspicion that I
have been unfriendly to Duluth., It
has been stated that I have said that
Duluth has been receiving too much
and that I would not give it anything,
This is a great city and the entire
state is proud of it; the western part
of the state Is proud of Duluth and
glories in its increases and prosperity,
and wants to see it succeed and be-
come a second Chicago.”

The Jacobson of Today.

How different are these utterances
from the resonant, reverberating tones
which proceeded from Mr. Jacobson as
a member of the House of Represen-
tatives! Why this wonderful change
in this man, who now desires to be
governor of the great state of Min-
nesota, and asks the people, the voters
generally, of Minnesota, to take him
into their confidence and honor him
with their suffrages in this campaign?

In my judgment the key to the situa-
tion is in the fact that Mr. E. T.
Young, Attorney General of this state,
was one of the leading candidates for

that nomination. During his three and | him
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a half years of official service in that
office there has been the most com-
plete co-operation between himself and
myself as governor of this state. We
were in perfect harmony in the prose-
cution and collection of damages for
timber trespasses in Minnesota; we
had iInsisted upon the collection of
back taxes from raflroads; we had in-
sisted on a better system of taxation
of the iron mines.

Interests Fight Young.

It was only natural that the great
predatory interests of Minnesota
should recognize the service of Mr.
Young, as attorney general, in behalf
of the people, and that he should have
earned thelr enmity. It is also natural
that they should have turned to any
man with whom they might make
terms of peace, even though obliged to
surrender some things which they
held dear. And it is because of this,
possibly, that Mr. Young himself has
declared that the great interests of
Minnesota were fighting, not only for
his defeat, but for the nomination of
his leading competitor. Over his own
signature, Mr. Young, in a letter to the
public on the 9th of April, said:

Young Tells the Truth.

“I have had to fight these interests
and many others for the last three years
in court, trying to uphold the rights of
the people, and 1 am not afraid to fight

ment to me in acknowledging that I,
on both of those occasions, was “the
best man;” nor shall I deny the im-
plication, contained in his condemna-
tion of the above habit of voting,
that this is also the condition in this
campaign. But I differ with Mr.
Jacobson in one particular, and that
is: 1 hold that the habit of going
to the polls and voting for the best
man is a good habit, whether it ap-
plies to me or to any other man. I
do not know how an honest, intelli-
gent, patriotic and progressive voter
can do more in a practical and ef-
fective way for his country and good
government than to go to the polls
and conscientiously and persistently
vote for one he believes to be the
best man. What is the purpose of
an election if not the selection of the
best man, for not only the office of
governor, but for all of the offices in
the catalog?

Appeal to Higher Ideals.

My worthy opponent forgets that
the paramount duty of the voter of
this republic and our commonwealth
is to his country and state, rather
than to some party in it, or some
faction of a party. The citizen’s oath
of allegiance Is to support the con-
stitution and laws and highest public
welfare of his state and nation, and
not merely to obey the dictates of a
party machine. My opponent holds

them again in a' Republican convention.
Instead of the fight !‘()n' the gubernatorial
nomination being over, it has only just
begun. The fact that the liquor and cor-
porate interests are opposing my candi-
dacy has been known to me and to every
one in the capitol for some time. As
attorney general I have made the saloons
obey the law as to closing nights and
on Sunday. I have diligently prosecuted
the timber trespassers and have recov-
ered many judgments against them, re-
cently one in the supreme court against
Tom Shevlin's company for $16,000. James
J. Hill is reported to have said recently,
in a speech in Minneapolis, that I had
injured the state by Interfering with his
effort to Inflate his stocks. The opposi-
tion, therefore, of those interests and
of the group of politiciane and news-
papers who are habitually controlled by
them, was to be expected. It {s known
that they have all united in this cam-
paign, and that Bob Dunn, the patron
and favorite of Tom Shevlin and the tim-
her ‘interests,” has been appointed their
general agent to take charge of the cam-
paign against me. He has openly de-
clared that he was going to ‘skin’ me,

“But, Mr. Editor, I beg to advise you
that Bob Dunn, Dar Reese and Tom
Shevlin do not constitute the Republican
party, and it is not necessary to secure
their favors before becoming a candidate
for governor."

The Deal Consummated.

And yet, Mr. Jacobson, the candidate
selected by Mr. Robert C. Dunn, was
finally unanimously nominated by that
convention. He must be the man who
answers the description given by Mr.
Young in his most terrific arraignment
and indictment. I leave it to the,
people of the state of Minnesota, who
have twice voted for Mr. Young as

that the voter should discard his own
judgment and conscience at the polls
and substitute that of the party or-
ganization, however controlled. But
ours is a government for and by the
people. It was never intended to be
for and by political organizations. The
voter and not the organization is the
sovereign. If the voter surrenders
his judgment to the organization he
abdicates his sovereignty. The final
and logical result is government by
the special interests, who own the
machine and employ the bosses who
manipulate the conventions and deal
out the nominations. It was precise-
1y to defeat and prevent such domina-
tion that the independent voters of
this state rose en masse and regis-
tered their own judgment at the polls
in 1904 and 1906, the judgment which
my opponent now condemns. The issue
again lies before you. .Are you sov-
ereigns in your own right, or simply
by grace of the party whip? Will you
exercise your right to the registry of
your own judgment at the polls, or
have you delivered your rights as a
voter to the interests or faction which
controls a state convention?

Fruits of Independent Voting.

The issue thus laid | cheerfully ac-
cept. | hold that the voter who
goes out in the honest determination
to vote for the best man, regardless
of partisan or other influénces, can-
not go far wrong; and if Mr. Jacob-

attorney general, and who certainly
are satisfied with the record he has|
maintained in his office, whether he, |
for any personal reason, would have
made a statement of this kind if he|
did not belleve and did not know it
to be true,

And so I leave Mr. Jacobson and the

son wishes to take Minnesota’s ad-
ministration of the past four years
as the test of that proposition, | glad-
ly accept the challenge. I am glad
of the opportunity to show that the
Republican voters who scratched
their tickets in 1904 and 1906 did

method of his nomination with the
people of this great state and I shall |
content myself with answering some of
the charges preferred by him at his
celebrated Belshazzar feast in the city
of Duluth, participated in by members !
of the steel company and other cor-
porations.

Jacobson Assails Independent Voter.

In that speech my opponent takes is-
sue with the large and growing ele-
ment of Minnesota voters because
they vote, as he says, for “the best
man,” regardless of party lines, and
he condemns the large, independent
element of his party who aided in my
election as governor in 1904 and so
strongly endorsed my administration
by re-election in 1906. He says that
the action of the state nominating con-
ventions should be final and binding
upon every voter of the party. The
great revolt of 1904, which gave Min-
nesota a Democratic governor at the
same polls which went 160,000 plural-
ity for Mr. Roosevelt, the further en-
dorsement of this revolt in 1906, by the
largest vote and the heavlest plurality
ever given a Minnesota governor, he
looks upon as a great mistake and
disaster. In his speech he says:

“There are a number of Republicans
in this state who have fallen into the
habit of thinking that they are not enjoy-
ing their fullest privileges unless they
serateh the Republican ticket., But every
time they exercise this privilege, which
they deem so great, they manage to
serateh the cross in the wrong place.
They tell you, ‘I am a Republican, but
I'll vote for the best man.” They believe
their judgment as to who is the best
man is far better than the judgment of
the great political organization of the
state, which represents many thousands
of people, who have carefully looked over
the field before making the selection.”

Independence is Patriotism,

 seratch  their cross
i place.

not, as claimed by Mr. Jacobson,
in the wrong
It gives me the greatest plea-
eure to be able to show that, in prac-
tical reforms achieved, in construc-
tive legislation enacted and enforced,
in public property saved and pro-
tected, in public revenue recovered
and increased, the judgment of the
people of this state as expressed re-
gardless of party in 1904, and again
in 1906, has been amply and doubly
Justified by definite and tangible re-
sults.

Jacobson’s Logic Unscund.

The first article in my worthy op-
ponent's bijl of indietment is, that in
electing a Democratic governor and
Republican legislature the people of
Minnesota in 1904, and again in 1906,
were guilty of creating a ‘‘divided re-
sponsibility.”

“How many people ever consider what
the results are, or have examined the
actual results In the state since it fell
under Democratic government? In a
financlal sense what do you suppose the
results have been? When you divided
your votes you have done one great

thing. You have divided the responsi-
bility.”

Were the Fathers Wrong?

Now it happens that our government
is one of divided responsibilities. The
constitution of Minnesota, like tHat of
the United States and of the several
states, makes a sharp and distinet line
of cleavage between the legislative,
executive and judicial responsibilities,
It was the clearly expressed intention
of the constitution makers to divide
governmental responsibilities 80
strictly that, each of the three great
coordinate branches should not only
be independent of, but should act as
a check upon, each of the others.
Therefore, when the voters of Minne-

Mr. Jacobson has done me great
honor and I shall not take issue with
in his very delightful oomplt—[

sota saw fit in 1904 and 1906 to insure
the independence of the executive and
legislative branches of the state

government and make certain that
political combinations and official col-
lusions between them should not be
doubly probable, and to that end made
one branch Republican and the other
Democratic, they simply emphasized
the constitutional purpose of a divided
responsibility between the two branch-
es of government.

Harmony in All Branches.

But, as a matter of history and fact,
notwithstanding my election as a
Democrat and the election of a legis-
lature Republican in both branches, 1
doubt if any governor in the fifty years
of this state’s organization has re-
ceived on the whole a more substan-
tial co-operation on the part of the
legislature, or had a larger number of
his recommendations enacted into law,
than I have had during the past four
years at the hands of the members of
the sessions of 1905 and 1907. More-
over, so far as the achievement of
practical results is concerned, no legis-
lature in the history of Minnesota has
enacted into law as many vital re-
forms, or placed upon the statute-book
as many important measures of con-
structive statesmanship, as the legis-
latures of 1905 and 1907 during the ad-
ministration of a Democratic governor.
It my worthy opponent, furthermore,
knows of any legislature of which he
has been a member, that has been
more free from the influence of lobby-
ists, more dlvorced from the control of
special interests, more devoted to the
protection of the highest public wel-
fare, or has done more for state in-
stitutions and the state’s general
development, than the two legislatures
with whom I have shared a divided
responsibility during the past four
years, I challenge him to name it

Charge Strikes Fellow Candidates.

To sustain his general proposition,
that the division of responsibility
between the executive and legislative
branches of government is productive
of bad results, he charges extrava-
gance, increased taxes, and the mul-
tiplication of offices and salaries. “Nor
were the Democrats impartial,” ad-
mits Mr. Jacobson, “for they divided
with their Republican brothers, and
all got their share.” In short, accord.-
ing to the charges filed by my worthy
opponent, Democratic and Republican
executive officials must have “gone in-
to cahoots” with the Republican legis-
lature to loot the state treasury. But,
if Mr. Jacobson’s charges are true, or
if he believes they are true, he should
go into every legislative district of
this state, Republican as well as
Democratic, and demand the defeat of
every member of the last legislature
who is up for re-election; because not
a dollar can be appropriated for state
purposes, and not an office or salary
created, except by authority of the
legislature, If a Democratic gover-
nor recommended the measures and
signed the bills, it was a Republican
legislature that passed them. More-
over, Mr. Jacobson, to be consistent,
should likewise oppose the re-election
of many of his colleagues on the same
ticket; for the Republican lieutenant
governor, auditor, treasurer, secretary
of state, and attorney general were
likewise to some extent particeps crim-
inis. But, inasmuch as Mr. Jacobson
is looking for Democratic shoulders
upon which to lay his charges, and
claims that all of the alleged bad re-
sults have arisen In the state “since
it fell under Democratic government,”
| cheerfully accept the challenge and
am here to meet the issue. Not only
do I deny the charge of general and
undue extravagance on the several
branches of the state government dur-
ing the past four years, but I am pre-
pared to justify the claim that In no
other four-year period of its history
has the state government of Minne-
sota made a finer record from the
standpoint of the public income and
investment, of the public revenue and
expenditure, of the protection and
management of public property, of
the handling and security of the pub-
lic funds, of the development and ad-
ministration of public institutions, of
public control and supervision over
private corporations, from the stand-
point of the public peace, health,
morals and enforcement of laws, or
from that of conserving and develop-
ing the state’s resources and advanc-
ing Its general welfare.

Asked for More Money.

But Mr. Jacobson, in discussing this
question of administration, and, as he
terms it, “reckless legislative extrav-
agance,” is in possession of a short
memory; because, if his indictment is
true, he is amongst the greatest crim-
inals of them all. Mr. Jacobson for
a time served as a member of the
State Board of Control, a body having
charge of the various charitable and
penal institutions of the state, and,
likewise, during his term, had financi-
al management of many of the educa-
tional institutions of our state. Under
the law it was the duty of that board
to make a report of the biennial period
to the governor and the members of
the legislature. Mr. Jacobscn, as
chairman, signed a report in which
he said:

“In assuming charge of the Institu-
tions on August 1st, 1901, we found the
salary list of employes generally much
below what it should have been, taking
into account the cost of living and sala-
ries paid in the business world, We have
advanced them from time to time, as
means were provided for so doing, until
the total increase amounts to twenty per
cent, or an additional annual outlay for
salaries of seventy-five thousand dollars
more than has previously been paid. The
last advance was made in cases where
meritorious services seemed to.require it
and aggregated about twenty per cent.
We believe that salaries now approxi-
mate those pald for similar services else-
where, that the maximum ecost therefor
has been attalned, and that no further
advance will be necessary.”

A table is then appended, showing
that the average salary paid em-
ployes in 1901 was $407, and that dur-
ing his term of office this average
salary per employe was increased to
$486 per annum. Further, he says:

“It will be seen from the foregoing that
the board was compelled by circum-
stances over which it had no control to
pay during the year closed an excess for
Addltional salaries ........... $75,000.00
Additional market price of

supplies ...cccevrivccnnrnnans 45,000.00
Additional cost of fuel......... 40,000.00
Oratotal of.....cocvennnnes $160,000.00"

The report requested the legisla-
ture to make provisions for these va-
rious increases. And now, after hav-
ing made this request, he blames this
legislature, with which I had a di-
vided responsibility, for extravagance
in granting his request.

Now Objects When Given.

Let us go a step further. In its re-
port to the legislature, the board
made certain recommendations for
public buildings and other expenses
at the various public institutions un-
der their charge and control. The

ture in its economy was
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‘obliged to cut down by more than

fifty thousand dollars the request
made by the Board of Control.

There was much reason for these
Increases. Mr. Jacobson appended
his signature to a statement that
labor and materlal had continued
high during the two years last past.
He then makes a declaration against
organized labor by saying that the
so-called eight-hour law has operated
against economy in building opera-
tions for the state, as compared with
similar work done for private parties.

I do not criticise the Board of Con-
trol for the suggestions made for the
increases which required greater and
more liberal appropriations on the
part of the state. | believe they acted
wisely, and that the legislature acted
wisely. But | do object at this time
to have this man, who asked the leg-
islature to make Increases beyond
those they were capable of making
and practice economy, now attempt
to indict this Republican legislature
and this Democratic executive admin-
istration for extravagance, as detailed
at his Belshazzar feast at Duluth.

Extraordinary Expenditures.

Before leaving this subject I wish
to call attention to a few of the ex-
traordinary items of appropriation by
this alleged extravagant legislature:

Thi thousand dollars for the pur-
!’°'° paying clalms against the state
or diseased animals, killed under direc-
tion of the Live Stock Sanitary Board.

Fourteen thousand dollars for the
Board of Regents of the University, to
provide for care and treatment of crip-
pled and deformed children,

Thirty thousand dollars for the drain-
mtat:f swampy and marshy lands of the
N o

Twenty-five thousand dollars for the
erection of & monument, raised In honor
of the Unlon soldiers who gave their
lives during the slege of Vicksburg.

Fourteen thousand dollars additional to
the state and county agricultural socle-

ties.

Fifty thousand dollars for additional
payments for new state high schools,
which had not recelved the sum of fif-
teen hundred dollars in previous years,

Twenty thousand dollars for additional
legislative expenses,

'hree hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars for the main bullding of the state
g:‘_lé\rersity which had been destroyed by

Fifty thousand dollars for the Board of

‘Control for the purchase of additional

lands needed by state institutions.

Fifteen thousand dollars for a school
building at the agricultural station at
Crookston.

Seventy-five thousand dollars for a new
building for the accommodation of ex-
soldiers, sailors and marines, with their
wives and widows and mothers, as pro-
vided by law.

Fifty thousand dollars, for a live stock
amphitheatre at the State Agricultural
Society for the benefit of the agricultural
industry of this state.

Is there a man in Minnesota who
disapproves of one of these appro-
priations by this legislature? Is there
& man in this audience who would
criticise the members of the legisla.
ture for making any one of these ex-
traordinary appropriations? I leave
the matter with you.

The Evils of Partisan Prejudice.

One of the greatest obstacles to
good government in the state and
its municipalities is partisan prej
udice. and interest, which causes
otherwise intelligent and patriotic
citizens to oppose good men and good
measures on absurd political lines
which have no application to state
and municipal government. And the
greatest step ever takem by the peo-
ple of Minnesota in the direction of
good government was when, in 1904
and 1906, they set the example by ig-
noring the bounds of narrow partisan-
ship and making it possible during
the last four years of state admin-
istration and two biennlal sessions of
the legislature for the state legisla-
tive and executive departments to
work together for the highest gen-
eral interests of the state without re-
gard to party jealousies and party
gains.

Govereign People the only Master.

In my first Inaugural message to
the legislature I pledged the mem-
bers of the two houses that I would
be gulded by one and only one pur-
pose, namely, to serve the state as a
whole ‘and only the interests of the
whole state, and on that basis I asked
and I received their co-operation. In
spirit, and in many an act of practi-
eal statesmanship, they joined hands
with me in the pledge which closed
my inaugural message: “That you
and I will best serve the parties of
our choice by a conscientious effort
to serve but ome master, and that
master—the sovereign people of the
State of Minnesota.” Thus was the
verdict of good government register-
ed by you at the polls consummated
on broad patriotic lines in the halls
of legislation and the offices of ad-
ministration.

A public speech does not .offer tha
time or place for a proper review of
legislation; but, with your permis-
sion, I will here inject into my re-
marks a brief list of a few of the
measures recommended in my first
inaugural message and incorporated
into law by a Republican legislature
at the session of 1905—measures
which constitute the first product of
your effort at the polls In 1904, to es-
tablish good government in the state
capitol of Minnesota, regardless of
party Interest and prejudice, regard-
less of party machines and bosses,
and regardless of the special inter-
ests, corporate and private, including
the army of timber trespassers and
mineral lease sharks, entrenched| be-
hind those machines and bosses.

What Legislature Accomplished.

In fulfillment of the pledges made
to you in the campaign of 1904 and
indorsed with your sanction at the
polls, the following measures were
carried into effect and made a part
of the laws of this state in the win-
ter of 1905:

Thorough revislon of the laws govern-
ing the public timber, appraisal and sales
of stumpage, surveys of timber lands
and permits for cutting, seizure of timber
stolen and apprehension of trespassers,
keeping of timber records and settlement
for trespass, in a comprehensive act em-
bracing forty-five sections.

Creation of a state board of timber
commissioners consisting of the governor,
treasurer, audltor and attorney neral,
with the governor as chalrman and audit-
or as secretary, who pass upon all sales
of public timber before the auditor shall

the sale, have full authority
to Investigate and prosecute cases of
trespass, with a fund to ocarry these
powers Into effect.

Equipment of the department of attor-
ney general with sufficlent force and
funds to enable it to successfully con-
duct prosecutions of timber trespassers
and enforce laws regulating rallroad,
telegraph, telephone, ex?ren and other
corporations, and prohibiting trusts and
combinations,

Thorough lnvestiiatlon of conditions
surrounding public lands, public timber,
state mines and mineral leases, corpora-
tion taxes, and railway rates and dis-
criminations, with reports 2nd recom-
mendations outlining legislative and ad-
ministrative reforms.

Passage of a law ?rnhl'bitin; railroad
rebates and other dlseriminations, and
imposing penalties thereon.

xtending and defining the jurisdio-
lon of the state rallroad and warehouse
commission relative to regulation of

freight rates, and giving th mmission
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valuation of rallroad properties as a basis
for a maximum freight tarift.

Thorough revision of the laws govern-
Ing insurance and regulation of insurance
companles, reorganization of the state in-
surance department, the abolition of the
o0ld fee system and requiring all fees to
be gald into the state treasury, thereby

lacing the department for the first time
n the state's history on an eflicient busi-
ness basis.

Increased appropriations for roads and
bridges, and the creation of a state
highway commission, appointive by the
governor, for a thoroughgoing and scien-
tific de\'slopmem. of a state system of

roads.

New laws and revision of former stat-
utes for development of state dralnage,
Including an act creating a state drain-
age commission, consisting of the govern-
or, state auditor and secretary of state,
with authority to develop and carry into
effect a comprehensive plan for the ulti-
mate drainage of the state's vast acreage
of swamp lands, amounting to several
millions of acres granted to the state by
the general government, and with addi-
tional provisions governing the drainage
of county and private lands and the as-
sessment of benefits thereon,

Legislation and state aid for the de-
velopment and extension of the state's
rural schools.

Numerous statutes and Increased ap-
propriation for the development of the
state dairy and food department.

Labor legislation, protecting labor in
factories and eisewhere, more completely
defining the liabilities of employers, en-
forcing the child labor and truancy laws,
Increasing state factory Inspection, and
opening free public employment bureaus.

Proposed constltutional amendment,
submitting to you the extension of the
powers of the legislature to enable the

sage of greatly needed laws for the
ust and adequate taxation of corpora-
tious and many classes of property which
now escape their proper share of
publle tax burden.

New laws for the proper and efficlent
taxation of Inheritances.

Authority for the annual examination
of the public accounts of cities by the
public examiner.

New legislation to Increase the efll-
clency and extend the capacity of the
State prison twine plant, to enable the
farmers of Minnesota to properly defend
themselves against the exactions of the
binder twine trust.

Rendering Account of Stewardship.

The practical results of this progres-
sive and constructive legislation and
the aggressive and sueccessful adminis-
trative and executive acts which car-
ried these laws into effective execu-
tion, you have watched from time to
time. I outlined them to you some-
what at length in the campaign of two
years ago. I presented them to you in
accounting for my stewardship as your
public servant and chief executive
azent. Naturally I was proud of my
stewardship. My worthy opponent
seays I was unduly proud of my
stewardship. Perhaps T was. DBut [
want to say now, and I am willing
to make the admission as strong as
you desire, that the chlef credit for
this work is due not to myself, nor
even to the legislature which strength-
ened my hands and in every prac-
ticable manner gave the great co-
operation of its appropriations and
legal authority, but to the sovereign
people of Minnesota whose servants
we were, and whose instructions regls-
tered at the polls we followed to the
best of our only too feeble ability.
That you considered that we had acted
in good faith and that our stewardship
was fairly satisfactory to you was
shown by your verdict at the polls,
when you gave it your endorsement by
over 70,000 plurality,

For Advancement of the Common-
wealth.

In 1904 and 1906 you saw fit to elect
a legislature that was Republican in
both bodies to serve in conjunction
with a Democratic executive. In my
inaugural address to that legislature
1 referred to the fact that as your
legislative and executive servants we
were chosen by the same people to
gerve the same cause, and that our
labors were, therefore, dedicated to
one and the same purpose, to carry out
your will for the moral, educationa:l.
civic and material advancement of this
commonwealth.

On that platform, the following
measures, recommended by me in
whole or in part, and introduced and
supported by legislative members re-
gardless of party lines, were adopted
and approved and made part of the law
of this state as embodied in the gen-
eral statutes of 1907:

Constitutional Tax Amendment.

The re-submission of the constitutional
tax nmendment extending the powers of
the legislature so as to enable the state
to adopt the most modern and up-to-date
measures of taxation especlally to reach
those classes of corporate and other prop-
erty which now escape in large measure
their just share of taxes—an amendment
which you have the opportunily 1o en-
dorse with your ballots in this election.

The Tax Commlission.

The creation of a permanent tax com-
mission to make a thorough and scientifie
investigation of tax and assessment Jaws
and conditions in this state, to maké &
thorough and just re-valuation of prop-
erties now only in part or umeéqually as-
gessed for taxation, to co-operate with
local assessors, equalization boards and
taxation officers, with a view to securing
equality, Justice and efficiency of assess-
ment and taxation as between the differ-
ent counties, towns, industries, and prop-

erty classes, the compilation of all our
existing tax laws with recommendations
for future taxation reforms, and the gen-

eral supervision and enforcement of our
laws for assessment and taxation.

The submission to you of a constitu-
tional nmendment establishing the road
and bridge fund and authorizing the leg-
islature to levy an annual tax for eon-
structing and improving roads and bridges
in this state,

Taxation of mortgages by a just and
effective method known as the morigage
registry tax.

Railway Taxation, Etc.

Taxation of sleeping car companies,

which had hitherto almost entirely es-
caped taxation, by a four per cent tax
on their gross earnings.

A similar law for the just and effective
taxation of freight line companies,

A law Tforbidding railroad and other
transportation passes, and telephone, tele-
graph and express company franks, or

other special privileges and reductions
in price not accorded to the general pub-
hic, and providing for the enforcement of
this law by proper penallies of fine and
imprisonment,

A maximum passenger rate of two
cents per mile upon all railways in this
state, making a saving of millions of dol-
lars annually to the people.

The classification and reduction of
freight rates on stapie commodities, such
as grain, lumber, livestock, coal and like
products, which constitute the great bulk
of railroad tonnage; the act adopting such
reduction of freight rates being now in
contest between the state and the rail-
road companies in the state and federal
courts,

A reciprocal demurrage law requiring
railroads to furnish cars without discrim-
fnation and providing for penalties to be
paid by the carrier to the shipper for
delays in dellverinﬁ and forwarding cars.

A law making the orders of the State
railroad and warehouse commission In
regard to rates legally effective prima
facie subject to appeal.

For Law Enforcement.

A' special appropriation for the attor-
ney general's department for the em-
ployment of special counsel to enforce
timber trespass laws and collect damages
from =uch trespass and to enforce the
laws regulating and taxing railroad, tele-
graph and other corporations,

The repeal of existing laws whereby
the state's mineral leases were pros-
pected by and seld to private interests
at prices far below their true value, and
the withdrzwal of the state’'s mineral
lands from the market with a view to
preserving this rich. heritage of the state
for the public benefit during successive
generations,

The prohibition of unfair discrimina-
tions and unfair competition leading teo
monopoly.

Labor laws regulating child labor and

.t Wi s \k-“\}n.--m-rﬁ\"r(..

i




