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\HE first day of the year Is de­
cidedly the busiest day of 
the twelvemonth for the for­
eign diplomats stationed in 
America. The odd part of it 
is that the manifold duties 
which make January 1st 
the moat crowded interval 
on the calendar are almost 
wholly in the nature of so­

cial obligations rather thaD business tasks. 
Horeover, the responsibilities of this busy day 
rest equally heavy upon the envoys of the vari­
ous foreign poweis—that is, the ambassadors 

A and ministers—and upon the secretaries, coun­
s e l o r s and attaches who m»ke up the official 

.. ' Staffs of these dignitaries. Even the women 
of the official foreign ctflony—the 
wives and daughters of the diplomats 
of high and low degree—share in the 
feverish activity of the dawning year. 

, Indeed, their participation begins 
weeks in advance with frequent visits 
to the dressmakers, for, one and all, 
these fair foreigners must have stri­
king new gowns for the momentous 
occasion. 

The explanation of this display of 
. fftergy on the part of a class of people 
f wno ordinarily lead the most leisurely 
y existence imaginable is found in the 
•»| fact that New dear's day of each year 

Jnarks the opening of the official social 
f eason at Washington. It is a day of 

i | receiving and calling and dining (all 
p i n the most formal way), for every-
Mbody in national official circles from 
I f t h e president down to the least impor-
t* tant public official, but the social mer­
le ry-go-'round, spins at a more lively 

5 gait for the diplomats than for any of 
^ t h e other participants in Uncle Sam's 
<» great annual dress parade. Not 

only do they have to go more differ-
' ent places in carrying out the day's 

program, but they have to do more 
dressing than any of the other celebri­
ties, not oven excepting the high offl. 
cers of the United States army and 
navy, who don their full dress uni-
forms for this occasion. 

/ Indeed, it is the chore of getting 
1 togged out in their gaudiest raiment 
{ that compels the diplomats to arise 

somewhat earlier than usual on New 
Year morning. Official etiquette pre-

- scribes that each foreign representa­
tive $ a i l appear in full diplomatic 
uniform or court dress on this signi­
ficant occasion. Now be it known, it 
is no slight undertaking to put 'on 
such garb. The average diplomat, ac-

> customed as he is to fastidious dress-
ing, finds it pretty nearly as formid-

.>, able a job as the average American workman 
or farmer regards the donning of a dress suit. 
The diplomat's viewpoint will be the better ap­
preciated when it is explained that not a few 
of these costly broadcloth uniforms are so 
neavily encrusted with gold lace and other or-

K naments that they are well nigh stiff enough to 
f stand alone. It is a twentieth century coat of 
\ armor, ,so to speak. In many instances high 
) boots are an item of the court dress and usual-
, ly a heavy helmet or fur turban and a long 

cloak that reaches to the feet are Included in 
1 tho costume. Finally, the diplomat, of any 

standing, covers the entire front of his coat 
with the glittering insignia of royal orders and 
jeweled decorations—each several times as 
laijje as the ordinary badge and adding in tbe 
aggregate, considerable weight to the trappings 
of ttate. * 

F i t h the time-consuming prelude of dressing 
oiu of the way, the diplomats, more gorgeously 
garbed than any operatic chorus, are ready for 
th« first formal function of the day. This Is 

• the president's reception at the White House. 
- The foreigners, all of whom have carriages or 

automobiles (rented for this busy day, it they 
do not already possess them), must leave home 

^ for the presidential mansion about 10:30 
o'clock, for they are to have the honor of be­
ing the first persons received by the president 
after he has greeted his cabinet, and they must 
be in their duly a&signed places in the waiting 

. hn<> ere the presidential party at 11 o'clock 
«hrrp, descends the grand stairway and takes 
station in the Blue parlor for the reception. 
H. d and fast rules must be observed as to 

i th< order in -which the diplomats file past the 
pn ident There are two divisions. First the 
air I assadois, each accompanied by all the 

^'oonibMs of his staff and their wives, and then 
_ t in ministt is each similarly attended. Places 

in rat P division are assigned in accordance 
vnth th length of time each envoy has repre­
sented Li government at Washington That is, 
stntesraei \ho have been here for years take 
pi- cedent >ver the newcomers. 

\ t the head of the line walks the ambassa-
loi who by viitue of the most lengthy service 

- n.Washi ^ton is the dean of the diplomatic 
- 0'p&. This post of prestige is now held by 
}lt on Ma.\ or des Planches of Italy. The for-
| it iers are introduced to the president by th* 
£«< etary ot state, who has the best of his cab-
tonet colleagues in that he Is thus temporarily 

. Mi he limelight. 
J ator the White House reception the diplo­

mats return home for a few 
minutes' rest, and then a lit­
tle before 12 o'clock they set 
out for the residence of the 
secretary of state. Here, at 
noon, an elaborate repast i s 
served. The average Ameri­
can citizen would declare it a 
luncheon, but in social-diplo­
matic usage it is a breakfast. 
Considerably more than 200 
persons are expected at this 
breakfast, so that it can be 
seen that it taxes the house­
keeping arrangements even 
in a mansion such as the 
$150,000 dwelling of Philan-

BAROft MAYOR Dtt PLAHCH£Ot OEAN Of 
THC DlPLOHAT/C CORPS 

CITY OF 4000 B. C. FOUND 
The vestiges of a city 6,000 years old have been 
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der Knox. Then, too, the same Importance at­
taches as at the White House, to who goes 
first, so that servants have to be carefully 
drilled and the utmost care exercised lest some 
lesser diplomat receive more honor than is 
his due, while some greater luminary is cor­
respondingly slighted. 

The entire afternoon of New Year's day the 
diplomats devote to making ceremonial calls. 
Almost all the prominent hostesses in Wash­
ington, except the wife of the president, hold 
receptions on this eventful afternoon. Most of 
the diplomats go first to the home of the vice-
president, then "down the line" of Cabinet 
homes in the order of their official standing; 
after which they pay their respects at the resi­
dence of the speaker of the house of repre­
sentatives, and then follows indiscriminate 
calling upon the wives of senators, represent­
atives, army and navy officers and other offi­
cial hostesses who are keeping open house. 
Everywhere they meet other diplomats and 
public officials of all grades, for calling is gen­
eral at the seat of government on the first day 
of the year. In accordance with the Yankee 
idea, only the men of the American households 
go calling on New Year's afternoon, but the 
diplomats are in almost every instance accom­
panied by the ladies of their households. It 
is past sundown when this round of calling is 
concluded, but that does not end the day for 
the tired diplomats Most of them have been 
invited to the ceremonial dinners that, in great 
numbers, close the day in Washington, hence 
they 'must hurry home and change to evening 
attire in order to greet yet another hostess be­
fore 8 o'clock. 

A RUSKIN STORY 

fc-7 

In 1858, when Ruskin was in his fortieth 
year, he was asked by a friend to give some 
lessons in drawing to a child named Rose La 
Touche—whose name indeed was French but 
whose family were Irish. There sprang up be­
tween Ruskin and this young girl a very charm­
ing friendship, which, of course, at the time 
could be nothing but a friendship. They wrote 
each other letters and exchanged drawings and 
then for awhile they did not meet. 

Ten years passed by before they saw each 
other. Meanwhile the child whom he had re­
membered as a blue-eyed, saucy, clever little 
blonde with ripe, red lips and hair like fine 
spun gold, had become a very lovely young 

woman of 19 years. They resumed their old ac­
quaintance, but in a very different way. Though 
Ruskin was nearly 50, he gave to Rose La 
Touche an adoration and a passion such as he 
had never felt before. On her side she no long­
er thought of him as "very ugly," but was sin­
gularly drawn to him, despite the difference 
in their years. 

The two met often. They took long strolls 
together in the pleasant fields of Surrey, and 
at last Ruskin begged her to make him happy 
and to be his wife. Oddly enough, however, 
she hesitated, not because he was so much old­
er than herseuf, but because he had ceased to 
be what she regarded as "a true believer." 
Some of the things that he had written shocked 
her as being almost atheistic. She was her­
self, underneath all her gayety of manner, a 
rigid and uncompromising Protestant. She 
used phrases from the Bible in her ordinary 
talk and when she spoke of marriage with John 
Ruskin she said that she could not endure to be 
"yoked with an unbeliever." 

Yet her heart was torn at the thought of 
sending him away; and so for several years 
their intimacy continued, he pleading with her 
and striving hard to make her see that love 
was everything. She, on the other hand, read 
over those passages of the Old Testament 
which seemed to bar all compromise. 

At last, in 1872, when she was 24 and he 
was 53, she gave him her final answer. She 
would not marry him unless he could believe 
as she did. His honesty forbade him to de­
ceive her by a pretended conversion, and so 
they parted, never to see each other again. 
How deeply she was affected is shown by the 
fact that she soon fell ill. She grew worse 
and worse, until at last it was quite certain 
that she could not live. Then Ruskin wrote 
to her and begged that he might see her. She 
answered with a note in which she feebly 
traced the words: 

"You may come if you can tell me that you 
love God more than you love me." 

When Ruskin read this his very soul was 
racked with agony and he cried out: 

"No, no—then I cannot come to her; for I 
love her even more than God!" 

When she died, as she did soon after, the 
light of his life went out for Ruskin.—Mun-
sey's. 

been at work for several years on 
the site of the Roman Susa, the Shu-
shan of the Bible and later the cap-

f> ital of the Emperors'Darius and Art-
_J axerxes. 

^ ^ According to details furnished to 
the Jewish World, a mound marking 
the site of the city has been exca­
vated by M. de Morgan and was 
found to mark the site of the ancient 
Eiamite acropolis of the city. The 
excavations have produced most as­
tonishing results. Here the explor­
er found superimposed, one above 
the other, the remains of three 
cities, the oldest dating back to B. 
C. 4000, and below these the signs 
of older settlements of prehistoric 
ages. 

The recent discoveries show that 
far more than a thousand years pri­
or to B. C. 1800 the city was occu­
pied by the Babylonians, and that 
most of the kings of that country 6et 
up their monuments in i t When tho 
powerful Semitic dynasty of Baby­
lonian kings contemporary with the 
age of Abraham was overthrown, the 
Elamites regained their independ­
ence and retained it until B. C. 649. 
when the city was sacked by Assur-
banipal, king of Assyria, who de­
stroyed the palaces and temples. 

Explorations show that the chief 
feature of the ancient city, asaof all 

those of the ancient east, was the temple of 
the city god, in this case the god Susinak, 
which stood upon the acropolis. An explora­
tion of the foundations revealed the records of 
Gudea, king of Chaldea, B. C. 2800. Fortunate­
ly, considerable information as to the nature 
of the sacred edifice and its precincts is pre­
served by an interesting monument, which 
was discovered in the ruins. 

In the center of the model are the figures of 
two nude men, one holding a water jar. These, 
no doubt, are the king and priest performing 
the ceremonies of lustration, or ceremonial pu­
rification, which are a great feature of the ori­
ental temples and frequently mentioned in the 
religious inscriptions. 

Primitive Mills in Brazil. 
Vice-Consul De Young, writing from Santos, 

calls attention to the small corn grinding ma­
chines in Brazil: 

"In the interior ot Brazil a primitive method 
of producing cornmeal by pounding instead of 
grinding is practiced. The instrument known 
as a 'mojollo' works automatically, and consists 
of a tree trunk balanced on the bank of a 
stream, one end of the trunk being hollowed 
out to form a large cup, while the other end is 
in the form of a pestle. Water filling the cup 
depresses that end of the log, whereupon the 
water runs out and the other end falls back to 
its original position, the pestle striking the 
corn. Some modern corn grinders have recent­
ly been introduced, but there is a good field 
for a very small and inexpensive grinder to 
take the place of the 'mojollo' in the interior, 
where flour mills are rare and each family 
grinds its own corn." • 

Onion as Taie-Teller. 
There's a divorce. 
T i s a very sad affair. 
An onion, is at the bottom of it. 
Of yore hubby was fond of onions. 
He ate, and ate. and wifey stood i t 
Then he fell in love with a festive maiden. 
No more onions for him, much to his wife's 

surprise. 
The more she thought of it, the more she 

wondered at the change. 
Not only did he desert the orodous onions— 

presently he deserted altogether. 

HABITS OF THE HEDGEHOG 
*own as a Destroyer of Cockroaches 

—How He Gets the Better of 
Adders. 

be hedgehog, that butt of juvenile 
mfrice horseplay, is the possessor of 
j«as|ps which, like Sam Weller's knowl-

of London, are "extensive and 
far." Scorning fastidiousness it 

a'i baake a b * v t y meal on nearly any 
«t and Je n e oC tht few verte-

#-
f brates which can tackle the repulsive 

cockroach. For effectual extermina­
tion of beetles and crickets it is as 
useful as a mongoose among the rats, 
but it is not generally known that It 
has a partiality toward snakes and 
adders. The methods it employs for 
the attack are interesting. 

Having come upon the adder It 
goads that reptile to the offensive, 
aad at the first dart Immediately rolls 

into a ball. The adder is then left to 
attack the spines, in which encounter 
it naturally comes off second best. 
After a little, when the hedgehog feels 
that his antagonist has exhausted his 
power, it once' more opens out and 
makes a bite at the adder's back, there­
by breaking its spine. It then pro­
ceeds to crunch the whole of the rep­
tile's body by means of its powerful 
jaws, and after that it is said to start 
at the tail and devour its prey. Of 
eggs the hedgehog is also very fond, 
thereby giving just cause to keepers 

and farmers to destroy i f on s ight 
Cases havo been known where 

hedgehogs actually forced the hen 
pheasant off her nest and then pro­
ceeded to demolish the contents. There 
is a tradition among country people 
to the effect that the hedgehog will 
suck the milk from cows, who certain­
ly show strong aversion to the hedge­
hog, but eminent naturalists scout the 
idea, their explanation being that it 
is the heat of the cow which attracts 
the hedgehog, the cow's dislike be­
ing no doubt caused by unpleasant 

contact with the prickly spines. Hedge­
hogs are invulnerable to most of their 
enemies except man, although the 
wily fox has been known to get the 
better of them occasionally. 

Nature's Gift to the Eel. 
The eel has a singular formation by 

which it is enabled to retain life 
longer than any other fish. This is a 
bladder at the back of its upper fins, 
which it fills with water and is there­
by enabled to moisten its gills for a 
considerable time when out of water* 
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SHORTAGE WILL REACH $100,000 

Charged With the Appropriation of 
County Funds to Own Use—Pen­

alty Is Not to Exceed 10 Years 
In State Prison. 

Grand Rapids—The jury in the case 
against A. A. Kremer, rormer county 
treasurer, brought in a verdict ot guil­
ty on the charge of grand larceny for 
appropi iating county funds for his 
own use. 

The defense had not admitted that 
the late treasurer had taken any funds 
of tbe county, but its principle conten­
tion was that the accused was suffer­
ing from morphine insanity. 

The statutory penalty for grand lar­
ceny is not to exceed 10 years iu state 
prison. 

The trial bad lasted all or tbe past 
week and most of the time was taken 
up with expert testimony as to the san­
ity of the accused. Dr. Arthur Swee­
ney of St. Paul testified that Kremet 
was not insane when he examined hint 
Nov 2 Dr. W. A. Jones of Minne 
apohs also gave testimony in the case 

Kremer was defended by Senator C 
C. McCarey and the prosecution was 
conducted by Frank Price, county at 
torney. 

The defalcations by Mr. Kremei 
were discovered early in October and 
reported to Attorney General George 
T. Simpson. He transmitted the mat 
ter to the public examiner and Deputy 
M. F. Kain was sent to Grand Rapids 
to make an examinatfon. He reported 
that he had found a shortage of $8,000, 
and that $6,000 had been restored and 
that be had Kremer arrested and took 
charge of the office. Governor Eber-
hart at once suspended him. 

When Mr. Kain went into the books 
further, he found more and more short­
ages, extending over a period of near­
ly three years. The latest report was 
that the shoitage would be close to 
$100,0.00. 

Marwick, Mitchell and company, ex­
pert accountants, are working, on the 
books and although they have not com-
pleted their work, it is intimated that 
the shortage will be even larger than 
supposed. 

A large part of it will be restored 
and most of the remainder will be paid 
by the bonding company. 

During his first term of office he was 
bonded by tbe Metropolitan Surety 
company, now defunct, and the county 
may lose some on that account. 
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IS CONFIDENT OF ACQUITTAL. 

But Mrs. Ledbeter is Nervous When 
Jurors Are Rejected. 

Mankato.—The"remaining seven men 
on tho special venire were examined 
in Mrs. Ledbetcr's case, but no more 
Jurors were secured. Sheriff Donahue 
has gone to Mapleton, Good Thunder 
and Amboy to fill in a second special 
venire of 50. 

Mrs. Ledbeter expresses confidence 
that she will be acquitted, but shows 
nervousness when so many jurors 
ire rejected by her attorneys for hav­
ing fixed opinions. 

While Fred Goentzel, a farmer 
from the same township where the 
Ledbeter murder was committed, was 
being examined, he admitted being 
one of the signers who petitioned 
Judge Pfau not to allow Mrs. Led bet­
ter to have bail. 

The defense offered this petition in 
evidence before the triers to show 
prejudice and the triers sustained the 
challenge of the defense for actual 
bias. The petition bore about 100 
names of farmers in ihe vicinity of 
the ledbeter homestead. The state 
was forced to use two more peremp­
tory challenges and the defense one 
The state has but two left and the 
defense IS, with only tour jurors 
sworn. 

BIG FIRE IN MINNEAPOLIS. 

Wholesale District Has Fifty Thou 
sand Dollar Loss. 

Minneapolis.—It took the firemen 
fully 16 hours to extinguish the fire 
which started in the five story brick 
building occupied by MrKusirk-Towle 
& Co., wholehdle confectioners. 

It has not yet boon determined how 
the fire originated. It spread so rap 
idly that the building, including a sim 
ilar structure at right angles to it and 
facing Third Street, owned by the 
Stoddard Daylon company, of Dayton, 
Ohio, was a mass of flames before the 
firemen wore able to get down to 

,work. 
No accurate estimate of the total 

loss has yet been made, but it is be­
lieved that it will not exceed $r)0,000. 
Most of this is covered by insurance. 

News of Scandinavia 
Principal Happenings of the Week 

in the Scandinavian Countries. 

FIRE AT FUNERAL STARTS PANIC 

Boy Perishes in Flames; Another Per­
haps Seriously Burned. 

Eli.—A candle sot fire to tho funeral 
hangings in the home of Joseph Pre-
fontaine. where the body of his moth­
er was laid out. A large number of 
guests escaped, panic-stricken, and a 
7-year old boy, who was asleep up­
stairs, was burned to death. George 
Prefontaine was seriously and per­
haps fatally burned while trying to 
save the body. 

DR JONNESCO IS COMING. 

Inventor of New Anaesthetic to Visit 
Mayos. 

Washington, D. C—Professor Jon 
nesco, the famous Romanian sur 
geon, caled on President Taft at the 
White House. The professor was in­
troduced to the president by Horace 
G. Knowles, who is United States min­
ister to Nicaragua who was minister 
to Roumccla. Dr. Jonnesco will go 
from Washington to Chicago and 
thence to Rochester. Minn. 

SWEDEN. 
A valuable piece of work is being 

done in Stockholm, in getting detailed 
expense statements from 500 families, 
which will be carried up to the end of 
the year and then tabulated. A pre­
liminary statement has already been 
issued It shows that in families with 
incomes under 2,000 kronor a year, 
the expense for each person averages 
474 kronor. For incomes from 2,000 
to 3,000 kronor, it averages 503 kron­
or each, and for those over 3,000 
kronor, the average is 696 each. A 
percentage table has been made up, 
showing what proportion of income is 
spent in different directions. It is 
made up from seventy-five Stockholm 
families for 1907 and 1908. It is as 
follows; 

Percentages. 
Incomes. Food. Lodging 

K-. 1,382 to 1,500 45.66 21.03 
Kr. 1,500 to 2,000 43.26 19.95 
Kr. 2,000 to 3,000 42.97 19.04 

Other 
Incomes. Clothing. Exp's. 

Kr. 1.3S2 to 1,500 8.33 24.9S 
Kr. l.oOO to 2,000 9 13 27.CG 
Kr. 2.00» to 3,000 10 66 27.33 

A table showing the wages in some 
of tre leading trades and the prices 
of some of the staple food stuffs 
makes it plain why the common Swed­
ish laboier should bt inclined to emi­
grate no 'natter hc»\ dcaily he lo \os 
ins country. In reading the follow­
ing statement the reader should Lear 
in mind that a krone is 27 cents, and 
is dhided into 100 ore. Day labor on 
farms m southern Sweden is paid 
about 1*5 oie an hour. Hour mill em-
plo.^os in Stockholm get 95 In oner a 
raciith, minimum wage for skilled men 
pnd in southern Sweden, 90 kronor 
Bakers in Stockholm, minimum wage 
rer week, $5.40. Sugar refineiies, 
Stockholm, 40 ore an hour; in the 
country, 35 oie. Brewery workers, 
S'tcckholm, 95 to 100 kroner a 
month; outside, 80 kroner. Textile 
woikeis, oi southern Sweden, 30 ore 
an hour for men and up fo 20 ore 
ior \.omen. Tailors, Stockholm, 22 
to 25 kionor a week: outs d^ 3G to 18 
kionor. In nearly all trades fifty-fivp 
hoiu-s makes a week's work, with ten 
houis a day and five Oxi Saturday. 
Shoemakers, hand work, receive 20 
ki onor a week in the country districts. 
Machine workers in shoe factories 
get 40 oie an hour in Stockholm, and 
35 ore in the country. Carpenters' 
wages are about 50 ore an hour in 
Stockholm, and 35 to 40 ore in out­
side places Stonemasons and brick­
layers make CO to 65 ore an hour in 
Stockholm, but outside wages are 
much lower, and \ary greatly. Paint­
ers get 64 ore an hour in Stockholm, 
ard 55 ore in other places. Unskilled 
labor on buildings will receive 50 to 
55 ore an hour, and up to 40 ore else­
where. Day labor in the woodwork­
ing establishments of northern Swed­
en is paid 25 to 30 ore an hour. In 
the wood-pulp mills the men average 
3 kronor a day for a shift that is 
eight hours in some plants, but 10 to 
12 hours in most of them. Minimum 
wages for skilled labor in the iron 
rolling mills and in machine shops are 
28 to 30 ore an hour. Bookbinders' 
pay runs about 20 kronor for a week 
of 55 hours. On the other hand, the 
prices of many necessities are up to 
the American scale. Milk costs about 
4 cents a quart, skimmed milk a little 
less than 2 cents. Butter of first qual­
ity costs 26 cents a pound, and sec­
ond quality 24 cents. Most working-
men use margarin at 20 cents a lb., 
or 15 cents for second quality. Eggs 
are about 24 cents a dozen. Beef of 
the ordinary quality for roasting is 
13% cents a pound, and boiling beef 
12 cents a pound. Fresh pork costs 
15% cents a pound. Fresh herring is 
to be had at 3% cents. 

Stockholm, Dec. 11.—The Nobel 
prizes awarded annually from the in­
come of the Nobel foundation estab­
lished by the will of the late Alfred 
B. Nobel, the Swedish engineer and 
inventor, were distributed to this 
year's recipients yesterday. The 
peace prize was given, as usual, at 
Christiania, being divided between 
Baron D'Estournelles de Constant of 
France and M. Beernaert, of Belgium. 
The remaining four prizes were given 
by the hand of King Gustaf, in the 
presence of a great assemblage. In 
addition to the money prizes, the re­
cipients were given each a diploma 
and gold medal. The prize in each 
case amounts this year to $38,672. 
Last year the amount was $38,565. 
The recipients here of the prizes, as 
already cabled, are: For physics, di­
vided between Gugielmo Marconi, the 
inventor of wireless telegraphy, and 
Prof. Ferdinand Braun of Strassburg; 
for chemistry, Prof Wilhelm Ostwald 
of Leipsic; for physiology or medi­
cine, Prof. Theodore Koehler of Bern; 
for literature, Selma Lagerlof, the 
Swedish authoress. 

During the industrial growth of the 
last few years there has been a real 
estate boom in Stockholm and in other 
cities, and rents have gone up enor­
mously. Now in Stockholm the great 
mass of workingmen with families 
live in one room and a kitchen. For 
tiiis they pay at the least 300 kronor, 
or $81 a year. Most of them have to 
pay 325 kronor, and in part; of Stock­
holm nothing can be had fo* less than 
400 kronor. Many families pay more 
than one-fourth of their income for 
two rooms without heat, light or any 
modern conveniences. 

FINLAND 

Edward Wavrinsky, the leading 
Good Templar of Sweden, recently 
said about this order: "The Inter­
national Order of Good Templars now 
has 670,000 members in the world, and 
of these 200,000 are in Sweden, where 
we have made great growth. We can­
not forget to be grateful to America 
for the idea which gave birth to our 
order, and are very sorry it has de­
clined there in strength. II think that 
is because the Templars in America 
have not tried to do things, but havo 
been too contented to make fine 
speeches, and then go away and for­
get them. There are some good work­
ers in America, but most of them 
seem indifferent. Here in Sweden 
we have worked hard for social prog­
ress, and in many ways. We give 
courses of study, and help members 
to build their homes. In Stockholm 
seven lodges with 300 members have 
built and sold until they now own 
a building worth a million kro­
ner, in which is our principal hall." 

Finnish statesmen look upon the ap­
pointment of Grand Duke Nicholas 
Nicolaievitch, a cousin of the czar, as 
governor general of Finland as the 
most overt action yet taken by Russia 
in her scheme of crushing out the last 
vestige of Finnish anatomy and of 
"Russianizing the grand duchy." The 
Finns now realize that unless pressure 
from other powers is brought to bear 
there will be no way of checking Rus­
sia's plan and they have about given 
up hop« qf European intervention. 

DENMARK. 
The exploier, Knud Rasraussen, 

Knud Rasmussen, dui ing the course of 
a lecture on "Arctic Expeditions and 
Eskimos," referred to tho little Eski­
mo tribe at Cape York and said that 
Commander Peary, whose seierity 
was accompanied by mar.j go&d qual­
ities, had done muoh to strengthen 
the Eskimos' straggle for existence. 

The North Pol?r observations of Dr 
Frcdeiick A. Cook weie carurd to 
Copenhagen on loa id the steamer 
United States. Extraordinary precau­
tions weic taken to make sure that 
the long-heralded report was deliveied 
safe!> to the unhorsity authoiitics. 
As soon as the United States was tied 
up at her pier, an iron box containing 
Dr Cook's report and the diaries in 
which his original entries were made, 
was brought achore The box was 
closely followed by Walter Lonsdale, 
Dr Cook's secretary, who had stood 
guard over its contents since they lett 
the hands of the explorer. Upon the 
pier Lonsdale and two detecthes 
bundled the iron box into a motor 
car, and jumping in themselves were 
d m en hastily to the University. 
Their car was followed by a second 
automobile. At the university the 
papers were formally turned over to 
the authorities there, and placed in a 
strong room, where they will be 
guarded closely, until the committee 
appointed to examine them is ready to 
begin. The personnel of the examin­
ing committee, as now formed, is Pro­
fessor Stromgren, president; Commo« 
dore Gustav Holm, an explorer; Com­
mander A. B. Jensen, director of the 
school of navigation; Dr. Hechali, di­
rector of the meteorological office; Dr. 
Ryder and Dr. Bergstroem, both of 
Lund's observatory. This committee 
will take every precaution to escape 
either being deceived or becoming in­
volved in a scientific scandal. The 
Politiken asserts the supporters of 
Commander Peary are trying te enlist 
the services of Greenland explorers 
in organizing an anti-Cook press cam­
paign. The sessions of the committee 
will be private. While the committee 
derives its powers from the university 
and the latter will assume the respon­
sibility for the committee's verdict, 
it is to be noted that the present heads 
of the university are disassociating 
themselves as far as possible from 
the body of which Professor Strom­
gren is president. The present rec­
tor, Professor Salomonsen, inherited 
from his predecessor, Torp, a legacy 
which he would undoubtedly have pre­
ferred to be without. He almost pa­
thetically declares that he is a doctor 
of medicine, and knows no more about 
polar exploration than he does about 
the canals on Mars. Several members 
of the various faculties of the uni­
versity regard the task of sitting up­
on Dr. Cook's claims as a white ele­
phant. 
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NORWAY. 
As far as known, Bjornson is still 

in Paris. He is improving. 
The Socialists will occupy the same 

number of seats in the new storting 
as in the last one, namely 11. But 
this does not correspond to their 
strength at the polls. At the main 
elections, which are a true index, the 
Rightists and the Liberal Leftists 
pulled 176,600 votes; the Consolidat­
ed Leftists and Castbergs Labor Party 
145,200, and tbe Socialists, 87,900. In 
proportion to the votes cast, these 
first mentioned were entitled to 53 
seats in the storting; the Consolidat­
ed, to 4314; and the Socialists, to 26*^. 
But after all the supplementary elec­
tions had been held the three parties 
obtained 63, 47, and 11 seats, respect­
ively, and two of those elected are in­
dependent. This shows that the So­
cialists obtained only 11 out of the 
26y2 seats, which their voting strength 
at the main elections entitled them to. 

The hotels of Sarpsborg have again 
been deprived of the privilege of serv­
ing beer and wine to traveling and 
regular customers. The chief of po­
lice recommended that licences be 
granted to them. The city council 
voted for prohibition by a vote of 19 
to 15. The former consisted of 12 
Socialists, 5 Abstainers and 2 Leftists. 

There was a grand blowout in Kris-
tiania on the occasion of the formal 
opening of the Bergen railway. The 
king made a fine little speech, refer­
ring to Bjornson, the bed-ridden poet, 
in tender terms. 

A few days ago the snow melted 
very suddenly in Sondmore, and the 
wateii' rushed into the sheep stable of 
Elias* O. Storaarset, Ellingso. When 
he cajne to look after them they were 
all de)ad, and their bodies were float* 
ing cJn the water. 

The Norwegian storting has award­
ed tHie Nobel peace prize of 1909, di> 
vidinfg it equally between Baron d'Es-
tourjaelles de Constant, president of 
the 'French parliamentary group for 
international arbitration, and M. Ber> 
nae rt, former minister of state of Befc 
d u m and Belgian representative 
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