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nd, ope of the few who had re-
mafned faithful to him in adversity
and prosperity. Verdi at the sight of
his dying friend felt a lnmp rise in bis
throat, He wanted to ‘weep, but so in-
tense was his grief that not a tear
.flowed to the rellef of his anguish,

In an adjoining room stood a piano.
Verdi, under one of those sudden Im-
pulses to. which men of genius: are
sometimes subject, sat down at the in-
strument and there and then impro-
‘vised the sublime *“Miserere” of the
“Trovatore.”” The musician bad given
uttemce to his grief,

_QUEER: JEWELRY.

Telegraph Wire Necklaces and Insula-
tors as Earrings.

The aestheric and decorative uses to

which barbariaus” will turn objects:

which to citilized races are things of
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We were- visiting at Sandringham.
Sir Evelyn Wood. who is very deaf,
crept up as near as.he could to the
musicians, and in-one of the pauses .
said to me, “Are you fond of music?”

I answered. “Yes.” - “Do you play
anything?” 1 said, “No”* *Wel

went on, “I am lo fond of it "ihat.
would youn believe it, I began to prac-
tice scales at twenty-four. But one day
my sister came up and put her band
on my shoulder and said, ‘My dear
boy, you had better give that up,’ and.
80 T did.” He also told me that he
began life as a sallor, then went to the
bar and finally entered the' army. The
only professlon he had not tried was
the church, and his enemies say he
would have tried that, only he did not
know ‘what church to choese.—*L lrp

‘| 'of Str Wil!laru Bro:ldhnllh". i

) A " The Higher Cﬂticitm‘. :
The Clergyman—But, my friend. why

the hamblest” utility are amusingly ‘il
lustrated by this “fashiou uote” from
West | Africa taken. froth an -ltaliaw
newspaper:

For some. time the officials of the
German  colony  in Soutliwest Africa
-noticed  that the telegraph wires and
other ﬂeun-emrlps of the electrical nlant
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make use of such abominable oaths?
The *Motoreyclist—Abominable! . Do
you know'any better uncl?—ﬂnrper’s
Weeklv

_The desire of - appearmg clever often-
pl'erents one hecomlng lo.—Ruchefou

- eauld. iR <l iy

| do it in winter.

ALASKA'S GREAT
GOAL PROBLEN.

Roosevelt's I:unsanaﬂnn llrder
Delaying Development,

LOGAL NEED SAID TO GE ACUTE

E. C. Hawkins, Engineer In Charge of
the Copper River and Northwestern
Railroad, Throws Light Upon an Ab-
surd Situation—Paying $14 -a Ton
For Coal When It Can Be Mined in
the Territory For $1.50. °

Because Alaskans cannot mine any
of their owu excellent coal by reason
of the conservation order of President
Roosevelt they are being forced to
gake heavy drafts on the timber re-
serve, according to E. C. Hawkins.
engineer in charge of the new Copper
River and Northwestern mllruad who
bas just reached New York to make
his annual report to the company.

Mr, Hawkins is the engineer who

‘built the remarkable White Pass and

Yukon road. an achievement secoud
only to the one he has now half finish-
ed for the Morgan-Guggenheim syndi-
cate. He has some most interesting
things to say about the conditions in
the northland that have recently been
attracting public attention.

' “The local need for our own coal ls
acute,” said Mr. Hawkins, *“We feel
it especially in our road conmstruction,
but every one else feels it too. I’eo-
ple must keep warm in Alaska. as
elsewhere, and it needs much fuel to
We pay $14 a ton for
British Columbia soft coal to use on
the railroad, and it certainly costs the
small consumer no less. Even this
has been unobtainable at times, and
we recently faced the necessity of
putting a large force to work cutting
timber for firewood to be used in keep-
ing our five caisson and pier pumps
going and running the work: engines.
At that we found it at times almost
impossible to keep steam in our boil-
ers, though the safety of much con-
struction and even of lives depended
on it. With an almost inexhaustible
store of coal within a few miles of
our tracks we should be getting it for
about $1.50 a ton instead of $14. Cer
tainly without adequate fuel supply
the opening of Alaska with railroads
is going to be very slow. It cannot be
otherwise... And transportation devel-
opment is the greatest need of that
wonderfully rich territory. :

The New Copper Region.

“Nevertheless, the Copper River and
Northwestern is being forced abead as
rapidly as possiple. By the 1st. of
next July it will have reached the
mouth of the Chitina river, 138 mlles
inland. This means that the great
Kotsina-Chitina copper region—proba-
bly the richest in the world, but so far
almost unexplored—will be easlly ac-
cessible to miners and prospectors next
summer, an event that Alaska is await-
ing eagérly. This. practically the open-
ing of a new region for ingress and
egress, has hitherto been most diffi-
cult. The development of this terri-
tory means a large and continuous pro-
duction of wealth for generations not
in one spot. but over a large area.

*“The road is uwow carried to the
mouth of ‘the Tiekel river, 102 miles.
from Cordova, our terminus at tidewa-
ter. In-this stretch there is only oune
break—at Mile 49, where the line cross-
es the Copper river between the two
active glaciers, Childs and Miles.

“It has been necessary at this point
to build a 1.600 foot bridge of un-
precedented strength and construction
to resist the ice flows. Just above the
bridge is a lakelike widening of the
river into which the three mile front of
Childs glacier volleys great bergs all
summer long. In winter this lake is
frozen several feet deep. At the pres-
ent time we are running trains over
the ice on temporary tracks, so that
track will be continuous to the end of
the line until the spring breakup. The
three bridge piers have had a severe
test this summer. The ice flow, as can
be imagined, is tremendous. The rive
s deep and swift and the force of the
big bergs'afloat on it nothing short of
terrific. To resist this we have sunk
our piers forty to sixty feet to bed:
rock, building them of‘solid concrete,
re-enforced by heavy steel rails set up-
right a foot apart in the concrete. The
plers are further protected by the
heaviest kind of concrete and steel
set where there are bars in 'the river
that deflect the biggest of the bergs.
They are ninety feet through from ené
to end. -

. Bridge Building ln Alnka.

. “The steel superstructure of the
‘bridge we hope to have in place early
next fall, by which time the line will
be well on its way eastward up the
Chitina to the copper mines. This is
to be the first branch of the road com-
pleted, and. it -should be open from the
eastern to the southern terminus about
one year from now.

“Another branch beginning at Mlle
38 of the main line on the Copper riv-
er and running about forty-eight miles
to the Bering river coal fields is sur-
veyed, and a good deal of the roadbed
is built. This branch could be built
in a short time and the Alaskan coal
made available for our Alaskan  road

J and the people of tha ten‘ltory without
-] turther delay. :

“Beyond . the end of - the .present

‘length of track at Tiekel the line runs

- side hill areas has more or less sumd-

| frosts are rarely before the second

‘impossible even to estimate, ns' much

throngh Woods cAnyon. ‘for twenty

eonsiderable stretches. This

tates almost continwous‘rock work., aulk
this is ‘about the only kind of cem .
struction we are’ able to coatinue om
the road during the winter. From e

to 1500 men will be kept in the cam-
yon all this winter, and as soon as pos
sible in the spring 2,000 more will be 5
added to the force. Beyond the mouth

of the Chitina construction is modes-
ately easy for the Alaskan coast, whick
presents more and worse obstacles te-
railroad construction than any part of :
the world | know. At the Chitina, : |
however, the Copper river must be
bridged for the third time within a
bundred miles,”

EXPERT SEES FUTURE
F[IR ALASKAN FARMING

lmporlam‘-SIatement by Gulem- 4 '
ment Agent Just Bal'umen.

nﬂu. mmhmﬂ
perpendicular sides

There are many thousands of miles
of good tillage land in the valleys of -~
the southern coast of Alaska, to say -
nothing of the great iuterior, accord-
ing to. Levi Chubbuck, special agent
for the department of agriculture, whe
has just returned from the northland. ¢

Mr. Chubbuck spent the entire sum-_
mer making a general reconuoissance
of agricultural lands that may be sur-
veyed for bomesteading by the general -
land office. The chief areas examined
were the Sushitna basin north of Sew-
ard, the Copper river aud the 'I'anana
valleys. Councerning agricultural prog-
ress uand possibilities in Alaskd he
makes statements that may be consid-
ered most conservative, but that will
be amazing to the great majority of .
those *‘outside.” *

“The most obvious fact concerning
nearly all the valleys of this area 1
have seen—from tidewater northward
150 miles—is that they are natural
grazing lands. There are certainiy
thousauds of square miles of a very
high quality of wild grass, the putri-
tive value of which for stock seems
well established. 'I'ne grass often
stands six and seven feet high and is
of the most luxuriant growth; also it
can be cured and is of good keepiug
quality.

A Great Dairying Country,
“Nearly all of this land except some ;

:
et ey de

ing and fallen timber on it. but much , .'h
is immedlately available for
‘With adequate winter protection stock
thrives, and the market with the.de-.
velopment ' of roads would seem us-
sured. At present every pound of meat
consumed must come from Seattle, and
meat is of first importance in the diet-
ary of so cold a country as this. In
many parts of the country also It costs
the consumer $1 a pound. All dairy
products, too, are brought in by steam-
er at high cost, and this is certatnw a.
dairying country. ;
“There need be no speculation as to -
some present possibilities. Farmiog
has just begun in a few loealities. in
this region, and local conditions are
most varied. but oats and barley are
being successfully grewn. timothy
flourishes, and the root crop is of high
excellence.

Found Many Fine Farma.

“l bhave been astonished at the
amount of farming under way arouud
Seward. 1 bad expected practically
none, and instend | tind half a dozen
flourishing ranches on a commercial ba-
sis and dozeus of ‘home gardens. Pota-
toes of first quality are being grown in
half a dozen ueighborhoods, excellent
turnips grow freely, and there seems
no difficulty with beets, carrots, rad-
ishes, beans, peas and lettuce. Cab-
bage and chuliflower are a surprising
success in some localities. | believe
this list can be extended almost indeti-
nitely with careful selection of varie-
tles, a study of soil requirements and
acclimatization by selective breeding.
The possibilities are still ‘practically
unknown, but we do know that they
are far greater than most people even
bere in Alaska imagine. Some of the
most promising parts of this area
have not been tried at all, and the
most successful tests have generally
been in the least likely locations. -

“Régarding climatic conditions - 1
have been somewhat surprised. With-
in a thousand feet of sea:level in fairly
open country the growing season is not
shorter than in the mountain region of
New Hampshire.  Peas are  safely
planted in May, and danger from frost
is considered over after the first few
days in June. In the fall the first

week in September. It is true that the
summers are cooler than in the north- -
ern states and on the immediate const
have more rain, but there is compen-
sation in the fifteen to eighteen hours
of sunshine dally and the continuous
daylight for nearly three months.
*The exact area of the tillage lands
An the Sushitna group of valleys, as an
example generally applicable, is still

of the territory is uninhabited and stil}
because of its undeveloped state rath-
er than because it is- inaccessible.
There is a.total area of about 2500 F
square miles along the western edge.  §
of Kenal peninsula bordering Cook in-
Jet, the greater part of which ix prob-
ably available and some small valleys
in. the m!vrlu{' of the peninsala; - L
roughly ‘estimate the rest. which in+
cludes the Knik Arm region and Ma-
tanuska valley -to the eastward, the
Yentna to ‘the  westwnrd, the. main :
Sushirna valley and smaller tﬂ!nihurws O
running .unrtht\':trd far Into “the: in-
terior ar. say. 2.500 square miles, hut
It might exceed this conslderably.”
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