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CITY COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS 

Council Chambers, 
Library Building, 

Willmar, Minn., Sept. 26, 1910* 
Regular meeting of the city 

council with Mayor Peterson in the 
chair. On roll call there were 
present: Mayor Peterson. Aldermen 
Johnson, Frederickson, Kent, An­
derson, Erickson, Sperry and Dahl-
heim, 8; absent. Alderman Free-
berg, 1. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and the same 
were approved. 

The following bills were, on mo­
tion, referred to the finance com­
mi t tee : 

G E N E R A L F U N D . 
J . A. R o w a t . s u r v e y i n g for n e w s e w e r 

a y s t e m , t w o bi l ls $ 7 1 . 8 0 
M a r t i n P e t e r s o n , spec ia l po l ice 1 0 . 0 0 
C a r l s o n Bros . & F r o s t , m d s e . 5 5 
T r i b u n e P r i n t i n g C o . , p u b l i s h i n g a n d 

i»upplies 8 . 3 0 
Ole G i l b e r t s u n , l a b o r 7 . 0 0 

" in p a r k s 7 . ( )0 
M . O. T h o r p e , J u d g e o: E l e c t i o n 4. .05 
J. L. J o h n s o n , 4 .U5 
L. A. W o l d . 4 .U5 
J. \Y. K e u t , •' " " 5 . 2 5 
C. A. N e l s o n , " •' " 5 . 2 5 
J o h n \V'Hiatus, " " " 5 . 2 5 
Alfred B e r g e s o n , " " " S.1'0 
H . S h i p s t e a d , " " " 5 . 2 5 
R. W . S t a n f o r d . " " " 5 . 2 5 
S w a n A n d e r s o n , 4 . 9 5 
M . W . B l o n i q u i s t . " " " 4. .y5 
C. F r e e b e r g , " " " 4 . 9 5 
J. B . B o y d , Clerk of " 4 . 9 5 
A. S t r u x n e s s , "' " " 4 . 9 i 
A. B a k k e . 5 . 2 5 
A. O. F o r s b e r g . 5 . 2 5 
H . J. R n m s e t t , " " " 5 . 2 5 
S a m u e l N e l s o n , " " " 5 . ^ 5 
N . S. S w e n s o n , " " " 4 . 9 5 
H e n r y W. Kite , 4 . 9 5 
W i l l m a r S e m i n a r y , r e n t o f p o l l i n g 

p lace 3 . 0 0 
C r o s b v & M a r k h u s . r e n t o f p o l l i n g 

place 3.00 
C. F r e e b e r g , rent o f p o l l i n g p lace 3 . 0 0 
M r s . T . O. F i x e n , rent of p o l l i n g p lace , 

t w o e l e c t i o n s 6 . 0 0 

S T R E E T F U N D . 
P e t e r A n d e r s o n , l a b o r o n s t r e e t s 1 5 . 9 3 

1(3. *53 
3 . 8 5 
9 . 8 0 
7 . 8 8 

OLD KANDIYOHI PIONEER DEAD 

L a r s R a s m u s s o n , ' 
Ole G i l b e r t s o a , " " " 
L a r s J a c o b s o n , " " " 
A u g . S u n d l i n g , " " " 
F . L . S m i t h , l a b o r o n s t r e e t s w i t h 

t e a m 1 . 5 0 
Chr:?=" Hi iu l son , l a b o r o n s t r e e t s w i t h 

t e a m 3 7 . 0 0 
O. F a u e h a l d , runt of w . i g o n l . o O 

W A T E R A N D L I G H T F U N D . 
C a r l s o n B r o s . & F r u s t , m d s e 2 . 0 0 
Ols'.'T! iS: M o e , repa ir s . 3 5 
P . V. S l ' - t ten, m d s e 1 . 5 4 
J a l l m a r F'e.irsoti, l a b o r a n d w i r i n g . . . 2 0 . 4 0 
C r a n e &: OrcKvav C o . . m d s e '.... 5 . 0 4 
N o r t h w e s t e r n Electr ic E q u i p m e n t Co., 

m d s e 1 0 0 . 9 2 
C e n . u r v Electr ic C o . . m o t o r 9 9 . 0 0 
J o h n C*. T h u r s t o n , mdsf; 9 . 0 0 
W . D. L o v t l l , e x t r a p ipe , w . i t e r e \ t e n -

s i o u s 1 3 . 3 0 

P O O R F U N D . 
Dr. J. M. R.iin<, i o r c o n t r o l o f con-

ta^i'^i- i d i s e a s e s 1 8 2 . 5 0 

The fin-ance commit Lee reported 
the foregding hills back approved 
and on motion the report was ac­
cepted. 

Alderman Anderson offered the 
following resolution which wis 
unanimously adopted. 

RESOLUTION. 
Be it resolved by the city council 

of the Citv of Willmar that the city 
clerk be and he hereby is author­
ized to issue warrants against the 
respective funds in payment of the 
foregoing approved bills. 

Approved Sept. 27, 1910, 
H. S. Peterson, Mayor. 

The following report from the 
board of tax levy of the City of 
Willmar was presented and read: 

Willmar, Minn., Sept. 12, 1910. 
To The Honorable City Council of 

the City of Willmar. 
Pursuant to the city charter of 

the City of Willmar the Board of 
tax levy met at the office of the 
city clerk for the purpose of ascer­
taining the taxes necessary to be 
levied for the coming year. The 
matter was considered and the 
board adjourned to meet on Sep­
tember 26th, 1910. 

H. S. Peterson, Mayor. 
A. A. Anderson. 

Chairman Finance Committee. 
H. Gunderson, City Clerk. 

Adjourned meeting of the Board 
of Tax Levy of the City of Willmar 
held at the office of the city clerk 
on September 26th, 1910 

The following resolution was 
unanimously adopted: 

RESOLUTION. 
Be it resolved by the board of 

tax levy in and for the City of 
Willmar, Minnesota, that the fol­
lowing rates named below shall be 
the maximum rate of taxation for 
the said city for the ensuing year 
for the various purposes for which 
the City of Willmar shall be au­
thorized to levy taxes for the year 
1910: 

General fund 11 mills on each 
and every dollar of the assessed val­
uation returned for the said City of 
Willmar for the said year. 

Sinking fund 3 mills on each and 
every dollar of the assessed valua­
tion returned for the said City of 
Willmar for the said year. 

Interest fund eight tenths mills 
on each and every dollar of the as­
sessed valuation returned for the 
said City of Willmar of the said 
year. 

Permanent improvement fund 1 
and 3 tenths mills on each and 
every dollar of the assessed valua­
tion returned of the said City of 
Willmar for the said year. 

Street fund 1 and 8 tenths mills 
on each and every dullar of the as­
sessed valuation returned for the 
said City of Willmar for the said 
year. 

Library fund 1 mill on Jeach and 
every dollar of the assessed valua­
tion returned for the said City of 

The funeral of S. J . Fleckten, 
whose demise was noted in our last 
issue, took place last Friday after­
noon. Brief services were held at 
the home of Andrew Bjorsell at 2 
o'clock by Rev. J . L. Parmeter of 
the First M. E. church, after which 
the remains were taken to the Oak 
Hill cemetery in Fahlun, and there 
laid to rest amid flowers and tears 
of mourning relatives and friends. 
The pallbearers were S. J . Walgren, 
John August Lindblad, August 
Lindblad, John Lindblad, J . A. 
Wahlstrand and Jonas C. Monson. 

The following biographical ac­
count is taken from the Kandiyo­
hi County History: 

Sven Johanson Fleckten was born 
at Stomen, Ostra Bit terna parish, 
Skaraborgs Lan, Sweden, July 3, 
1844. His parents were Johannes 
Svenson, born in the same parish 
in 1818. and Johanna Jonsdotter, 
born in the same parish in 1820. 
Fleckten's paternal grandparents 
were Sven and Elin Johanson, the 
former born in Jemranas, Elfsborgs 
Lan, and the latter a t Osterg&rden, 
Lekasa; his maternal grand father 
was Jonas Erikson. of Ny-
garden. The name Fleckten was 
assumed by the subject of this 
sketch after his arrival in this 
country, being suggested to him by 
Rev. Peter Carlson of Carver. 

Fleckten spent his boyhood days 
in Bjorstorp, Vastra Bri t terna, and 
attended the parochial school there. 
In 1865 he emigrated to the United 
States, arriving at New York, July 
14, 1865, on the ship "Deutsch-
l and . " His first experience in 
America was having all his baggage 

stolen in New York. He proceeded 
to Minnesota, and in the fall 
worked on the grade for the rai l­
road at White Bear Lake. He was 
present at St Paul when the first 
detachment of Minnesota troops re­
turned from the war, landing from 
a river steamer. In the winter he 
attended the St. Ansgarius school 
at Carver, and also worked in a 
wood camp for a t ime. Here he 
narrowly escaped death from a fall­
ing tree. The following summer 
he came very near drowning while 
anchoring a boom for catching ties 
floated down the Minnesota river. 
He engaged a t railroad grading 
work and worked on the grade for 
the Minnesota Valley, Lake Super­
ior & Mississippi Railroad and did 
contracting on the grade for the 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba 
line from Minneapolis to Crookston. 

In 1867 he made a t r ip to Kandi­
yohi county, and on April 10th, filed 
on a homestead claim in section 28, 
town of Kandiyohi. In the fall of 
1867 he visited his claim and built 
a temporay house on section 33. In 
the spring of 1868 he built the 
house on the homestead from logs 
and lumber, the later sawed by a 
hand saw by himself and A. J . 
Peterson. The house was 12x14 
feet in size, and was covered with 
shingles made by hand from butter 
nut logs. I t is a part of the pres­
ent residence and is no doubt the 
oldest s tructure now in the town­
ship. 

Returning to Minneapolis, he 
was married to Miss Kristina 
Svensdotter on July 25, 1868. Soon 
after their marriage Fleckten and 
wife moved to their claim at Kan-
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diyohi. During the first years Mr. 
Fleckten bought 160 acres of land, 
the first that was sold by the St. 
Paul & Pacific Railway Company in 
these parts , a t a price of $6 per 
acre. Later he sold thirty-two 
acres of the same for $700. Mr 
Fleckten acquired a third interest 
in a general merchantile business 
at Milnor, N . D., and held same 
until in 1887. In company with 
G. Cranquist, John Peterson and 
Dennis O'Brien, Mr. Fleckten built 
an elevator a t Kandiyohi Station 
in 1886. He continued to live upon 
his farm in Kandiyohi until in 
1898, when the family moved to 
Ward county, N. D.f and acquired 
some additional homestead land. 
They returned to their old Kandiyo-
ni county home March 30, 1904. 

About two years ago they moved 
to Minneapolis. 

Mr. Fleckten was a prominent 
factor in public affairs in the early 
days of the county. He has filled 
various township and school offices. 
He served one term upon the 
county board, and was the prime 
mover in the organization of the 
Willmar Farmers ' Mutual Insurance 
Company in 1889. Mr. Fleckten 
participated in an at tempt to start 
a public library at Willmar in 1881. 

The deceased is survived by his 
wife, two daughters, Mrs Annie 
01~on and Mrs. Alma Fleckten Ben-
fieid, three sons, John E. , Victor 
A., and Alle, all of Kenmare, N. 
D., 13 grandchildren, one sister, 
Mrs. Klara Anderson, Vestergot-
land, Sweden, and 3 brothers, C. A. 
Bjorsell, Anoka, and G. J . Bjorn-: 
berg and Andrew Bjorsell, of this 
city. 

THE S. J. FLECKTEN PAMTLY. 

Willmar for the said year. 
The Board of Tax levy in and for 

the City of Willmar hereby recom­
mend levy as above. 

H. S. Peterson, Mayor. 
A. A. Anderson, 

Chairman Finance Committee. 
H. Gunderson, City Clerk. j 

The report was, on motion, ac­
cepted by the council and ordered 
placed on file. j 

The matter of tax levy fur the 
year 1910 was then considered. 

Alderman Anderson offered the 
following resolution which was 
adopted by the following vote; ayes! 
7, noes none. , 

RESOLUTION. 
Be it resolved by the city council 

of the City of Willmar that the fol­
lowing amounts for the several 
funds named below be levied for 
the purpose of taxation for the year 
1910. 
General Fund $13,500.00 
Street Fund 2,000.001 
Permanent Imp. Fund 1,500 00, 
Interest Fund. 1,000.00! 
Sinking Fund 2,000.001 
Library Fund 1,000.00 
Approved Sept. 27, 1910, 

H. S. Peterson, Mayor. 
The street commissioner present­

ed a list of persons liable to pay 
poll tax for the year 1910 which 
was approved by the council. 

Lists of the honorary members of 
the Willmar Fire Department were 
presented- and the clerk was, on mo­
tion, instructed to issue Firemen's 
Exempt certificates for the said 
members. 

Mayor Peterson announced the 
appointment of Alton Crosby, S. B. 
Quale and Mrs. J . R. Petersen as 
members of the library board to 
serve for a term of three years. 
The appointments were confirmed 
by the council. 

On motion the council adjourned. 
H. S. Peterson, Mayor. 

Attest: H. Gunderson, 
City Clerk. 

PRINTS 

CARD OF THANKS. 
We desire in this manner to 

thank all our friends who assisted 
us after the death and at the obse­
quies of our beloved father, Swan 
J . Fleckten. , We will never forget 
the kindness and heartfelt sympa­
thy extended to us. 

Mrs. Christine Fleckten. 
John E. Fleckten. 
Victor A. Fleckten. 
Mrs. Annie Olson. 
Alle Fleckten. 

pd Alma Fleckten Benfield. 

ERIE HOUSE AND B A R N 
PAINT—Place your order today 
with C. A. Olson, Willmar, for the 
high grade Erie house paint at 
$1.55 and barn paint at 75c per gal­
lon. Guaranteed absolutely pure . 9f 

We sell guns and traps cheap. 
Buy furs and hides. Write for 
catalog. Northwestern Hide & Fur 
Co., Minneapolis. 32tf 

Prinsburg, Sept. 27—Mrs. Fred 
Greenfield returned to her home at 
Pease on Tuesday of last week. 

R. Roelofs is on the sick list. 
He has a l ight attack of typhoid 
fever. 

A. J . Nagel, from Greenleafton, 
came up Saturday for a few days' 
visit with relatives and friends. 
Monday he sold his farm lh miles 
east of Prinsburg to G .Slagter. 

Mr. Dekker left again for his 
home in Kansas after a few days' 
visit with friends here. 

Mr. Wisser bought a team of 
horses and now intends to s tar t 
farming. 

H. Stob sold his store toC. Wier-
son and Nick Kleinhuizen. We 
are sorry to see Stob and family 
leave Prinsburg. 

Mr. Ramaker, from Sioux Center, 
spent a few days around here 
visit ing. 

Mr. and Mrs. J . Maats will leave 
for the Netherlands in the near 
future to make their home there. 

Mr. K. Moolenaar returned from 
the Twin Cities where he went 
with a carload of stock. 

Baby boys came to brighten the 
homes of Lou Rrink and E J . 
Roelofs and also two twin girls at 
the J . Wiberdink home. 

Little Helpers ' Program. 

The Little Helpers Society of the 
Sw. Bapt. church give their month­
ly programme next Friday even­
ing at 8 o'clock as follows: 
Mandolin duet—Oscar Hogberg 

Elmer Peterson. 
Select reading—Esther Nickelson. 
Vocal duet—Irene Stephens, Lewis 

Ekdahl. 
Recitation—Niome Johnson. 
Song—Mixed Quartet . 
Short speech—"How the Young 

People Can Assist in the Temper­
ance Work—Rev. E C. Oberg. 

Miss Ida Ruud, of Litchhled, vis­
ited friends in Willmar over Sun­
day. 

CIGARS 
Manufactured by 

A . J . APPELGREN 
Willmar, Minn. 

Lecture at M. E. Church Next ' 
Monday Even ing . 

The only kicking we have heard 
over the McClary lecture Monday 
evening, was from the fellows that 
were not there. Didn ' t know it 
was to be so good and so micsed it 
and are now kicking themselves. 
Thos. McClary is one of the best 
entertainers on the American lec­
ture platform today and fully sus­
tained that reputation here Monday 
evening. The remaining lectures 
in the course are of the same high 
class and you cannot afford to miss 
them.—Lohrville Enterprise, Iowa. 

SAVE MONEY! 
When you need the services of an 

Undertaker call on 

I- C OLSON 
LICENSED EMBALMER 

Up-to-Date Funeral Furnishings a t the 
Very Lowest Prices. 

No Charge for Embalming and Attendance. • 
Office: 309 Litchfield Ave W. 

'Phone 118 J . 
R e s i d e n c e : 311 F i r s t S t . 

' Phone 118 L. 

PEOPLE MUST BE 
RESTORED TO RULE 
(Cont inued f rom p a g e 3) 

Eberhart says at this time in the face 
of another election that he favors re­
apportionment. The legislature, of 
which he was a part, pressed a Con­
stitutional amendment allowing re-ap­
portionment to be made at any time, 
thus probably deferring the question 
until the amendment could be adopted. 

Permit me to say to northern Min­
nesota here and now that the present 
Constitution authorizes a re-apportion­
ment at this coming session and that 
in all justice to the state it should be 
accorded. 

Stands for Employers' Liabil i ty. 

There is nc' "iing more precious than 
human life. There is no form of con-
servation more important to the state. 
It is the duty of the state to protect 
from needless sacrifice the lives of 
men and women who are obliged to 
labor in our industries. Employers 
and employes understand that every 
restriction in our present inspection 
laws should be removed so that the 
state officials will have the authority 
under the law to order safeguards in 
every place where danger to human 
life lurks. But when we have solved, 
so far as protection to human life is 
concerned, the question of accidents, 
there still remain a large number that 
will take place because of the hazard 
of the industry and which cannot be 
foreseen or provided against. This 
brings up the question of the basis of 
compensation for such injuries. The 
law that we have belongs to an era in 
our industrial life that has passed. It 
is based on the theory of fault or neg­
ligence, which might have belonged 
very well in the primitive days of hand 
tools, but which has no application un­
der a system of industry which in­
volves the buzz of intricate machinery, 
whirling saws and keen edged knives. 

Industry Must Bear the Risk. 

The men who are obliged to work 
under this hazard and who suffer the 
pains from injuries sustained there, 
should not be obliged to carry all the 
risk. It is the duty of the state to 
step in and by proper legal enactment 
to devise a system for the injured 
working man, which shall in no man­
ner savor of alms or charity. This 
principle was recognized by the late 
Governor Johnson, by the last legisla­
ture, by the organizations of employers 
and employes and by the State Bar As­
sociation. 

A Commission is now at work with 
a view of proposing a bill which will 
have for its purpose a scheme of com­
pensation for every person injured in 
a Minnesota industry without the nec­
essity of a costly law suit and with 
the question of negligence wholly elim­
inated. It has received my co-opera­
tion and support as a citizen and shall 
continue to have that endorsement 
and support in whatever position I 
may be called upon to fill. 

As to the Otis Decision. 
I cannot forego a reference. to a 

recent court decision which has shaken 
Minnesota to its foundation. I refer 
to the findings and decree handed 
dowjn last week at St. Paul by the 
Master in the United States Court of 
Appeals involving the reasonableness 
and validity of freight and passenger 
rates for Minnesota. This decision 
says in effect that the legislature of 
the state has absolutely no authority 
to say what shall be reasonable and 
fair rates for passengers and freight. 
It makes the State Railroad Commis­
sion a mere clerical body. It is sweep­
ing in its scope and important not 
only to Minnesota but to all the states 
of the Union. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
* The State of Minnesota, acting * 
* under its sovereign constitution- * 
* al authority to regulate carriers * 
* within its borders, enacted in * 
* 1906 and 1907, pursuant to the * 
* legislative messages of Governor * 
* Johnson, two laws governing * 
* rai lway rates: * 
* First, a two-cent passenger * 
* rate, which has been in effect * 
* since may 1, 1907. r * 
* Second, a commodity rate law, * 
* which the state was enjoined * 
* from enforcing. * 
* In the same period the rai lway * 
* commission made a reduction of * 
* merchandise freight rates which * 
* was urged by the governor and * 

* accepted by the railroads. * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Great Saving Affected. 

The merchandise and passenger rate 
acts have been in effect over three 
years, with a saving of $50,000 a day 
to the shipping and passenger public, 
but at the same time with such an 
effect in increasing traffic, that the 
loss of revenue to the carriers is be­
lieved to be nominal, if anything at 
all. 

Each of these acts is confined to 
rates on business wholly within the 
state. No court, or even railroad com­
pany, ever before has- questioned the 
power of the state to fix reasonable 
rates on business beginning and end­
ing within the state. 

Both federal and state constitutions, 
as interpreted to date, are framed on 
the theory that a sovereign state shall 
make laws for the commerce within 
its own borders. 

The federal government has not that 
power; it touches only interstate com­
merce. Therefore, by the ruling of 
Judge Otis, neither state nor federal 
government has the authority to reg­
ulate the freight and passenger rates 
on business beginning and ending 
within the state boundaries; and the 
railroad company alone has that pow­
er. 

In other words, the sovereign state 
which grants to a railroad its charter 
to exist and do business has no pow­
er to regulate the business arising 
pursuant to that charter; while, on 
the other hand, the company created 
by the state may defy the sovereign 
power to which it owes its life And 
its dividends and restore the old doc­
trine of "All the traffic will bear." 

Favors Physical Valuation. 

If this is law, It is law which a free 
people should make haste to amend. 

The railroad problem is a compli­
cated one. Lawyers theorize and ar­
gue the jnatter from varyjng view* 

points and Che debate would be end­
less if we did not anchor ourselves 
to the single, simple proposition that 
a railroad performs a function of the 
state. When it exercises the powers 
of the state, it must submit to the 
same conditions which the state may 
place upon its own exercise of those 
functions. We have gotten past the 
point where a railroad could be viewed 
as a purely private enterprise. Men 
who invest in railroads voluntarily 
place their property in such a position 
that the public has acquired an inter­
est in its use. What is that interest? 
It is that the railroad shall have no 
greater rights than the state would 
have if it had built these highways it­
self. Railroads must earn a profit. 
This is necessary in order that the 
public may benefit by their presence. 
A broken-down, bankrupt railroad is a 
pall upon the country it attempts to 
serve. 

.•*:"?a 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Railroads must earn a profit, * 

but on what? If we turn to their * 
stocks and bonds we cannot be * 
safe for they have suffered from * 
manipulation and watering. * 
This throws the public back * 
upon a physical valuation of the * 
railroads and here difficulties * 
are raised through the hostile * 
theories of valuation advanced. * 
But this principle should control, * 
that the railroad is a semi-public * 
institution; the people .who must * 
use it are semi-partners in the * 
enterprise; that they have a * 
right to the least possible charge * 
for service consistent with the * 
railroad's continuing in business * 
and that there must be an hon- * 
est showing of the actual in- * 
vestment in the railroad, not for * 
speculation but for use. It is * 
unreasonable to propose that the * 
state can create a corporation * 
and lose its control of its ere a- * 
ture, and if elected Governor, I * 
shall use every constitutional * 

* prerogative to protect and de- * 
* fend Minnesota's sovereign pow- * 
* ers in this respect. * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Should Extend the Primary Law. 
With all its imperfection the pri­

mary election law in Minnesota has 
made for government by the people 
and freedom from the domination of 
special interests in the selection of 
candidates for public office. It has 
broadened the power of the masses 
and curtailed the power of the classes. 
The principal objection filed against 
it, that it enables voters to break over 
the party line, has two sides to it. 
There is such a thing as hide-bound 
partisanship that defeats patriotism 
and good government. I therefore fa­
vor the extension of the primary elec­
tion to the nomination of state offi­
cers. The domination of powerful in­
terests in state conventions has been 
so flagrant, that I believe patriotic 
citizens of all parties will welcome the 
transfer of the nominating power to 
the people. There is no question that 
the primary election has been the 
dominant factor in putting "stand-pat" 
congressmen devoted to foreign inter­
ests out of power in our common­
wealth; and there is no reason, why 
it may not do a similar service in re­
gard to state officials who are faith­
less ̂ to the people.-

But while I believe in a progressive 
extension of the primary, I also be­
lieve that it should not be possible 
for an insignificant minority to make 
nominations, nor should political par­
ties be deprived of their privilege and 
duty of declaring their beliefs in dele­
gate conventions. 

Agricultural Education Is Endorsed. 

Minnesota is a great agricultural 
state. Its resources are well-nigh 
boundless. It has been said of Cali­
fornia that it has changed its staple 
three times and has been first in each 
department of endeavor; that it was 
originally first in gold, then first in 
wheat, and lastly, first in fruit. The 
state of Minnesota has not Changed 
so radically but has demonstrated an 
adaptability to diversified crops which 
marks its climate as the most gracious 
in the world, its soil the most product­
ive, and its people the most eager to 
learn in the school of intelligent work. 

We have been first in wheat; we are 
first in quality if not in quantity of 
dairy products. A few -years ago our 
farmers said, "Oh, we can't raise corn; 
leave that to Iowa and Illinois." To­
day we are raising more corn to the 
acre than either. Our crop has in­
creased in six years from ten million 
to sixty million bushels. Our experi­
mental stations have developed new 
varieties and extended our corn belt 
10 the Canadian line. Their work in 
the development of new grains and 
grasses adds ten million dollars to the 
value of the total crops annually. 

Such progress indicates besides hav­
ing resources, that our people are in­
telligent in their theory of the state's 
development. Every county fair is a 
herald of new endeavor. Their ex­
hibits, ranging from the work of rural 
schools to the development of blooded 
cattle, is a revelation to the denizen 
of the city who, still in his slothful 
ignorance, pictures the farmer as an 
unsophisticated child of nature doing 
what his father did, and in the same 
pioneer fashion. The farmer does not 
lag behind. He leads in the demand 
for education. He clamors for im­
provement. He does not deny the ad­
vantages of cultural studies but he 
rsks as a foundation not lessons from 
dead lraiguages but that education 
which fits men for living ttie whole life 
<i a i.;.i.— .. \>..i :••->., :> u;t i<.i.?iuii.; jcarix. 
:r<5 in the £gii;-u..Uiiaj coIU-^e, and 
5>.pect to live to see the ti;;io wfccL 
it will be the laigcs*, as it is now tht 
best, college of its kind in the land. 
* * * * * * * * * * 
* The science of farming needs * 
* to be brought closer and more * 
* immediately to the farmer boy. * 
* The way to keep the big" boy on * 
* the farm is to show him when * 
* he is still a small boy the secrets * 
* of nature and enamor him. of her * 
* conquest. The rural schools * 
* should be developed and the * 
* state should not grudge the mon- * 
* ey it wil l take to do it. * 
* "Forward to the Farm." * 
* "Back to the f a r m" is a bad * 
* slogan because it contains that * 
* word "back." No one likes to * 
* be turned back. I t suggests * 
* coercion. Let us rather make * 
* our slogan "Forward to the * 
* Farm." When we learn to draw * 

* and hot to drive we wil l make * ] 
* more progress. When we per- *? 
* feet means of communication we * 
* make the cry, "Forward to the * 

* F a r m " of practical effect. * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Good Roads a Necessity. 

Good roads are the thread which 
weave us into one community. 

If the tax levy of this state can 
be cut half a mill, why return 50 
cents to the villager and a dollar to the 
farmer, and eighty thousand dollars to 
the steel company? Why not rather 
put that amount into good roaas where 
the dollar will do two dollars' worth 
of work for Minnesota and the eighty 
thousand dollars will be contributed 
out of the wealth which the Creator 
planted under the soil of Minnesota to 
make the state richer in those con­
veniences which make for better liv­
ing and happier conditions. 

But reductions of the state tax levy 
are problematical. We can depend 
upon them only as an occasional ac­
cession to the good roads fund. 1 
stand, in addition, for the proposed 
one mill tax and believe that an 
amendment embodying this feature 
should be submitted to the people. 

Interdependence of Rural and City 

Life. 
The discussion of rural education, 

good roads, and kindred topics natur­
ally carries? the mind to the relation 
between the city and the country. 
Minnesota has three magnificent cit­
ies, each as individual as three per­
sons, each has its own peculiarities 
and characteristics, but I think they 
agree in this: that they have an in. 
tense pride in the creative part oi 
Minnesota. The old dismal debate be­
tween trade and spade is closed. The 
cities of Minnesota know that their 
prosperity is dependent upon the 
growth of the country. They can ad­
vance no faster than the farmer. It 
has been said that we, could burn all 
our cities and still have a great coun­
try, but we could not burn all our 
farms and have a single great city or 
a single city of any kind. Therefore, 
to say that country and city are at 
war is to fly in the face of a manifest 
destiny which limits the city's growth 
to the rate of advance of its tribu­
tary territory. The cities are not 
more interested in their own growth 
than they are in the growth of the 
country. Nor are the cities selfish. 
They are willing to carry their share 
of the burden of the state. They are 
eager to co-operate in all that makes 
for the best of both. 

Conserve in Act as Well as Voice. 

Conservation—A splendid word to 
conjure with. Conservation is a city 
ss well as a country problem. The 
non-conservation of forests already be­
gins to affect the city builder and the 
city home-maker. 
* * * * * * * * * * 
* The non-conservation of our * 
* public lands threatens to bring * 
* disaster upon our school fund, in * 
* which city, country and univer- * 
* sity have a vital stake. W e * 
* should all be conservationists, * 
* but all of one kind—the kind * 
* which conserves for use-: under * 
* salutary laws and not which * 
* merely patters for the purpose * 
* of famil iarizing its affrightened * 
* ears with a popular phrase. * 

levy. Both as a business proposition, 
and as a defense of the people against 
trust domination, therefore, the 
State harvester plant deserves and 
will receive, in case of my election 
as Governor, my most earnest support. 

Problems of Taxat ion. 

Inseparable from the question of 
conservation is that of taxation. The 
profit from the gifts of nature to the 
State tends to ease the direct burden 
laid upon agricultural land, but wheth­
er we are wise or foolish in our con­
servation, we shall have taxation al­
ways with us. Why should we not? 

Taxation is a measure of benefits 
bestowed. It is a guarantee of the 
public peace, of orderly justice, of 
equal opportunity. The only problem 
is to make taxation as light as tfee 
needs of the state permit and as equa­
ble as the finite judgment of man can 
make it. Of all the forms of taxa­
tion which have been proposed there 
is none which appears to lay its hand 
more equitably upon the citizen th.in 
the income tax. It is the only tax 
which meets the corporation and the 
individual upon the same ground. 
* * * * * * * * * * 

* Sees Wisdom in the Majority. * 
* There is but one issue in this * 
* campaign. I t is stated in six * 
* words: "Restore the rights of * 
* the people." We have a govern- * 
* ment of balanced powers, but * 
* the foundation of it all is the * 
* people's right to self-government * 
* in an orderly manner. * 
* * * * * * * * * * 

We declare that the whole people 
is wiser, stronger and better than any 
minority however benevolent in its 
purpose. The wisest and strongest 
of us is weak and foolish compared 
with the strength and wisdom of us 
all. This is the secret of the steadily 
growing force of democracy. It is 
also the secret of the wave of inde­
pendent thinking and voting which 
has staggered the most astute party 
bosses and brought their most cher­
ished plans to naught. There may 
come a time when the star of party 
regularity will again rise but for the 
present it is the spirit of independ­
ence which occupies the zenith. 

In the town hall at Philadelphia 
hangs an old Bell. That bell was new 
once; a new spirit lay within it waiting 
a new gospel; the gospel of Freedom 
—it rang not only to the ears of the 
people in Philadelphia—it rang to the 
ears of the world. And the oppressed 
everywhere took to themselves cour­
age; that spirit once freed can never 
be again imprisoned. But the old bell 
is cracked now; it is the crack of 
Internal treachery and corruption. A 
bell once cracked can never ring true 
again. We want a new Independence 
bell. The metal for it is now molten 
in the hearts of the people—it is time 
to mould it and swing it high in the 
tower of Democracy. Already the 
child of the future stands at our knee 
and shouts, "Ring, Grandfather, Ring!" 
"Ring out the old, ring in the new; 

Ring out the false; ring in the true. 
Ring out the grief that saps the mind; 

Ring in redress for all mankind." 

Did you ever hear of the Mountain 
Iron Mine, at one time a school sec 
tion belonging to the school children 
of the state? Its wealth would have 
put consolidated rural schools upon 
a plane that would assure the agri­
cultural supremacy of Minnesota. Its 
loss is an old story; so is the trea­
son of Arnold an old story, but it still 
points a moral. Where were the ma­
jority's conservationists when there 
was more to conserve? 

Favors Conservation Department. 

I believe in using all due diligence 
to reserve to the people their full 
equity in what is left, and to that end 
I shall, if elected, favor the creation 
of a Department of Conservation 
charged with the administration of the 
remaining public lands and ore beds. 
Such a commission might be de­
nounced as a useless addition to the 
already numerous boards and commis­
sions, but it is demonstrable that such 
a department composed of the right 
material would be of untold profit to 
the state. The right man at its head, 
and he should be chosen without re­
gard to politics, could make himself 
a name second to none among the 
benefactors of the state. 

Farmers of Minnesota Benefit. 

One of the greatest triumphs of the 
people of Minnesota in coping with 
tariff-protected trusts is in the estab­
lishment of tire State Prison twine 
and harvester plant. This institu­
tion is perhaps the most successful 
enterprise of its Kind in which the 
people have made a business success 
in fighting a great industrial corpora­
tion. As the leading wheat-producing 
state in the Union, Minnesota was the 
special mark of the twine and har­
vester trust. The farmers of this 
state were depended upon by the har­
vester trust to pay a liberal share of 
the dividends upon its $120,000,000 
capitalization. 

The Minnesota State Prison plant 
last year turned out and sold to farm­
ers a twine product of 15,850,000 
pounds valued at nearly $1,200,000. 
Besides giving our farmers their twine 
at reduced prices, the plant turned 
to the credit of the taxpayers a net 
profit of $180,000. 

Through the instrumentality of Gov­
ernor Johnson, Representative Spoon-
er, and the Board of Control, the 1907 
legislature appropriated $200,000 for 
a harvester plant, and the state is 
now manufacturing harvesters and 
binders and nowers, over 80 binders 
and 200 mowers, the first output, be« 
ing marketed this season. 

By the active labor of Representa­
tive Spooner and the co-operation of 
Governor Johnson, the Board of Con­
trol and Warden Wolfer, the 1909 leg­
islature voted a tax levy to be paid 
of ten annual installments for a totai 
of $2,250,000 for a new plant and pri­
son that will be one of the finest in 
the world. 

Large though this appropriation 
looks to the taxpayer, It is apparent 
from the excellent business statement 
shown by the Board of Control and 
Warden Wolfer, that the profits of the 
plant jwill eventually meet the lax 

G O P H E R S ' F U T U R E A D M I R A L S . 

Three Candidates From Minnesota En­
ter Naval Academy. 

Washington, D. C. — A class of 221 
is shown in the list of midshipmen 
who will begin their studies at the 
United States naval academy Oct. 1. 
While t h i s i:s a n i n c r e a s e of 13 w h e n 
compared with the number who entered 
the academy last year, there were 
more failures on the part of candidates 
who took the examinations than in any 
previous year. 

A great many appointees who passed 
the mental examination failed to come 
up with the physical requirements. 

Among the future admirals from Min­
nesota included in this year's class are: 
William Joseph Lafcodny, Eighth dis-
crict; Paul Leo Zesbaugh, Fifth dis­
trict; Delorimer Mortimer Steece, ap­
pointed by Senator M. E. Clapp. 

Duluth. — A sudden forest fire 
threatened the Kerrick on the Great 
Northern road between Dedham and 
Sai_dstone. Serious destruction of 
pioperty was avoided by the prompt 
action of the road's officials. 

COWAXl 
UJBmONCJ 

Colfax, Oct. 3—Misses Ida Aasen 
and Ethel Thimell visited at P. E. 
Olson's last Tuesday afternoon. 

A birthday party was given on 
Roy Johnson last Saturday evening. 
The little folks presented him with 
$3.00 in money. 

Erick Dahlberg will leave for 
Willmar today where he will act 
as juryman. 

Miss Ethel Thimell assisted Lizzie 
Erickson with the work during 
threshing last week. 

Carl Larson left today for North 
Dakota where he has a claim. 

Rev. Theo. Paulson will conduct 
services in the M. E. church here 
next Sunday in the forenoon a t 
10:30 o'clock. 

AUCTION 
I will sell at public auction on 

the Swen Swenson farm, sec. 19, 
town of Dovre, seven miles north­
west of Willmar on the north shore 
of Solomon Lake, 

Saturday, Oct. 15th, 
beginning at one o'clock p . m., the 
following described property: 

Two milch cows; one yearling 
steer, one yearling heifer, two 
calfs, 13 tons of hay, one cookstove, 
tables, dishes, cupboards, beds, 
carpets and other household goods 
to numerous to mention. 

TERMS: All sums of $5.00 and 
under cash above that amount t ime 
wiil be given until Nov. 1, 1911, 
on bankable notes bearing 7 per 
cent interest. 

PETER RODMAN, Aministrator. 
* . G. Handy, Clerk.; ; < % j 

W.~N. Davis, Auctioneer^ ,"-342 
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