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J build an automobile road 380

miles long, stretching from the

Mississippl. to the Missourl

rivers, across the state of lowa,

in a single hour, might seem a
proposition fit only for the land of
fairies .and hobgoblins. But this has
actually been accomplished as the re-
eult of organization and co-operation
by thousands of farmers along the
route.

There had been much agitation for
& rivertoriver road. A proposed
route had been mapped out and the 12
counties through which it was to pass
organized.

The Glidden tour, however, was the
Immediate cause of its existence.
When it was learned there was a pos-
eibility of getting this tour to pass
through Iowa, plans were made. After
the agreement was perfected it was
arranged through county officers,
down to the farmers living along the
route, that at ten o'clock on the given
day all should start dragging the road
for an hour.

The work was so well organized
that every mile was prepared for. So
in a single hour an automobile road,
level as pavement, stretching from
river to river, was dragged, and the
Glidden tourists sped over it with the
compliment that it was the best they
had found. It {s estimated that 10,000
men were engaged in.the work simul-
taneously.

Ever gince that day the work has
been continued. After every rain the
farmers drag their allotted road. The
continual dragging and grading have
placed the road in an excellent condi-
tion.

Probably the greatest thing in con-
nection with the construction and
maintenance of this great dirt thor-
oughfare was the interest shown by
the farmers who did the greatest
share of the work. Thelr interests
have been stimulated until they are
the greatest enthusiasts.

When the Glidden tour passed

through the state its route was hung
with American flags across the stiate.
Shortly afterwards the govermor of
the state and the state highway com-
mission made trips across this road.
! Good will has been greatly devel-
bped by conslderation shown the farm-
‘ers by the automoblle people. It is
their watchword to be courteous to the
farmers. When they meet a farmer
with a frightened horse they stop, get
out and help him get the animal safe-
ly past the machine,

They wave their hands to the chil-
dren along the way and a general good
feeling has been aroused. On this
road there is no “automobile preju-
‘dice.”

Iowa’s river-to-river road stretches
across the state from Davenport, on
the eastern border, to Council Bluffs,
on the western. It crosses Iowa in
practically a straight line.

It passes through Des Moines, the
state capital, and a dozen bright, hust-
ling little citles renging from 5,000 to
25,000 inhabitants and some 30 small
towns and villages. There are over
600 farmhouses fronting on the road
and more than 1,600 that stand with-
in one mile of the road.

Lafayette Young, recently appointed
United States senator by Gov. B. F.
Carroll to succeed J. P. Dolliver, de-
ceased, 18 given credit for the orig-
inal ldea. After determining that to
get sufficlent money appropriated by
the legislature to build a permanent
highway would be impossible, he con-
ceived the idea that by organization
and uniform work a dirt road could be
maintained that would serve all pur-
poses,

The plan was taken up by newspa-
pers all along the proposed route and
hoosted. The plan was originally de-
signed as an example of what good
road dragging meant to the state, and
it has been one.

In the fall of 1909 the highways of
the state were the worst they had
been for many years. “The bottom
slmply dropped out all over the state.”
No one could more readlly notice this
condition than the state editor on a
newspaper, whose mall commenced to
come to him a week late because rural
deliveries were mired.

So the rivertoriver plan was
sprung. The plan was to have the
road maintained by people living aiong
the route.

This plan was based on the road of-
ficers of an unbroken line of town-
ships from one side of the state to
the other improving and maintaining
the section of the road lying inslde
their township borders. This idea took
root and a general good roads senti-
ment sprung up over the whole state.

Governor Carroll issued a call for a
good roads convention in Des Molnes.
In response to this call, 2,000 dele-
gates from all parts of the state gath-
ered in Des Moines.

At this convention 208 delegates
from the counties along the proposed
river-to-river route gathered In cau-
cus. The assoclation was organized.

' In each county five men were -Be-

THE RIVER TO RIVER FOAL — !

These men organized their counties
and set to work improving the roads.
Grades were built up, low and wet
rlaces were drained and hundreds of
road drags were set to work.

1t required but a short time to per
fect the chain of workers, farmers
living along the road agreeing to drag
the highway after every rain and re-
ceive in compensation the sum of b0
cents per mile traveled by the drag,
the smount allowed by the state um-
der the state drag law. In the state
organization every county along the
route has a member of the executive
committee,

The road once started, the move-
ment spread all over the state. Farm-
ers saw the benefit of dragging roads.
As a result, Jowa today has the best
roads ever known in the history of
the state.

Towns and cities readily realized
the value of the road to the mer-
chants along the route of the river-to-
river road. Imnstead of one, there are
now three great automobile routes in
Iowa.

The rcad has rapidly developed. The
dragging force is well organized.

It is not farmers alone who do drag-
ging. Many of the automobile en-
thusiasts along the route fasten drags
behind their machines and help drag
the road.

It has had another effect. Farmers
are buying automobiles because they
can get to town and back over smooth
roads In an hour, whereas before they
had to consume a whole day.

Ag a help to travelers the river-to-
river organization decided to mark the
route from river to river in a single
hour just as it had beer dragged. So
on a given morning at & 2¢rtain hour
the organization in each coeuty start-
ed out with automobiles, paiat buck-
ete and brushes and painted a foot-
wide white band around every tele-
rhone post along the route.

The band is painted about eight feet
from the ground, so that it cannot be
obscured by weeds or growing crops.
On that day there were more capital-
ists wielding paint brushes in Iowa
than probably ever joined a similar
brigade In the whole world at one
time.

The route is one especially interest-
ing to tourists. In Davenport one is
able to visit the government arsenal.

Iowa City is the original capital city
of the state, and there is located the
old state capitol, now used as one of
the buildings for the great Iowa uni-
vergity, which is located there.

The route passes through Amana,
the only successful purely communis-
tic soclety in America. This is a
unique village of Germans who dress
in the costume of the seventeenth
century, live in unpainted houses and
have many old customs. It is a rich
community, and here are manufact
tured the famous Amana Blue Print
calicoes.

At Grinnell is located Grinnell cel
lege, a Congregational institution.

Colfax is a famous mineral springa
fo which sufferers from-:rheumatism
from all over the world come. It now
has one of the finest summer hotels
in America.

At Mitchellville 1s located the Iowa
State Girls' Industrial school.

Des Moines is the state ecapital,
where is located the capitol, tha
state historical building, Drake uni-
versity, Des Moines college, Highland
Park college, United States army post,
ete.

At Council Bluffs are the high bluffs
from which the city derives its name.
In these bluffs are the deep trails
made in former years by buffaloes. It
is located on the Missouri river, just
across from Omaha.

Calling Him to Earth.

Street orators who fling their mes-
sage wide on the clty’s unusympathetic
alr are apt to strive more earnestly to
exhibit their own erudition tham to
make claer their meaning to the pass-
er-by who has paused to see what it
is all about.

One of this sort, after string-
ing loosely a mass of words into sono-
rous sentences, paused in his erratic
flight of faney, and modulating his
voice, sald: “Coming down from the
abstract to the concrete—"

A practical sidewalk builder, who
knew more about his craft than he
did about the mysteries of political
economy, interrupted at this point:

“Get wise, my boy!” he cried. “Get
wise! You're on the concrete now.
If you come down you will be on the
asphalt.”—Youth’s Companion.

Maine Stage Properties.

Miss Lucine Finch, who entertained
the Fortnightly club of Bath, request-
ed the committee to have as stage
properties an old-fashioned chair, a
table and candles. Her request was
complied with, the chair contributed
being 2256 years old, the table more

than a hundred years old, and the
brass candlestick nearly as old as the
table.—Lewiston Jourgal

EW YORK.—A well dressed young
man with downcast eyes has re-
cently been visiting homes on the
East Side that have been visited by
death, exchanging sympathy for a

equare meal. In most cases he left
the houses richer not alone by food
but by substantial gifts of money and
clothing. His last experience, though,
sent him away somewhat less sympa-
thetic than when he approached the
mourners.

It is customary in Jewish homes for
the husband or wife and the children
of a dead person to observe a period
of seven days’ mourning, in which
they sit constantly together in one
room. In these seven days, called the
“Shiva,” the mourners’ grief is unre-
stralned save for such comfort as
they can draw from their religion.

In the midst of this perlod of
mourning there recently appeared at
one house a rather good looking
yYoung man with infinite pity in his
sad brown eyes. Like all other com-
ers at such a time, he was ushered
directly into the room of mourning,
where the widow and orphans sat.

“I am so sorry, dear madam,” he
said, with a slight German accent, to
the widow. *“I read about your dear
husband’s death in the newspapers.
It may seem strange to you that I
have come here, for you probably do
not know me, but I feel almost as if
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HICAGO.—Working away like the

proverbial trooper, the “nixie”
clerk was discovered behind a battle-
ment of pigeon holes, in the Chicago
postoffice. He was plying his trade of
finding the destination of misdirected
letters and of letters whose addresses
other clerks had been unable to de-
cipher. He was too busy to talk.

“The ‘nixie’ clerks run a haven for
wayward epistles,” explained a self-
appointed guide. “When a misguided
letter is discovered it is sent to ‘nixie,
where the clerks give it the proper
treatment and send it on its way.”

That more information regarding
the “nixie” department might be
galned, C. A. Mallory, assistant super-
intendent of the city delivery, was
sought his office.

“The ‘nixie’ clerks,” explained Mr.
Mallory, “form an important part of
Uncle Sam's postal service. They
work out puzzle after puzzle in hiero-
glyphics and erroneous addressing
and through their efforts much mail

03 ANGELES, CAL.—A plot to de-

feat the immigration laws of the
United States more far-reaching than
any similar scheme ever before un-
folded In the southwest has just been
brought to light by the federal author-
ities. Innocent and guileless as the
Chinese appear in contrast with white
persons when brought in contaet with
them, the government agents give
credit to this race for having orga-
nized the most gigantic coolie-smug-
gling system ever known to exist. The
federal officers for the southern district
of California are confident that they
are In possession of the entire plan
by which the hordes of Orientals have
been poured into the United States
by the way of the Mexican border.

The conspiracy against the immigra-
tion regulations i1s understood to reach
from Texas and California through
Mexico, across the Pacific and into the
heart of China, and to involve Chinese
of high caste and immense wealth.

Swindler Haunts Funerals

tic Smuggling Scheme

I have a personal interest im your
dear husband's death. As a matter
of fact, I bear his very name. He
was my namesake.”

In the course of the next half hour
he managed, in answering the kind
questions that were put to him, to dis-
close the fact that he had only re-
cently come from Germany, bringing

‘his wife and several children with

him, and that both he and they were
at present badly stranded and without
more than a few cents for the next
meal.

Just then a woman among the as-
sembled friends who had been trying

- to place him looked up with a glance

of sudden recognition. )
“Excuse me, my dear sir,” she sald,
tapping the sympathetic young man
on the shoulder. “I am a little hard
of hearing. What did you say your
name was?"’
The man of infinite pity gently re-
peated the name of the dead man.
“S0?" exclaimed the woman in a
voice of high pitch, foreboding a hys-
.terical scream. “And you are the
namesake of my dear sainted hus-
band, too, who died last year. Yes?”
“I don't understand you, my good
friend,” protested the watery-eyed
young man, edging toward the door.
“You ate your fill at my house
when we were sitting ‘Bhiva’ for my
poor husband!” cried the woman.
“And you knew how to be his name-
sake and swindle us out of a memor-
1al gift at that time, didn’t you? And
now you come to be somebody else’s
namesake, with your wife and seven

children, and to try to dupe them,
too!” '

But he had gone.

Stray Letters Puzzle “Nixie” Clerk

matter that otherwise would be lost
lands where it should.

“For explanation we will gay that a
railway postal clerk find a letter ad-
dressed to John Smith, Chestnut
street, Illinois. That letter, incom
pletely addressed, is thrown into the
‘nixie’ pile in the postal mail car and
finds its way to the ‘nixie’ department,
in this case, say, in Chicago.
‘nixie’ clerk consults a tabulation,
which lists the various Chestnul
streets In Illinols and tells in what
towns they will be found. He th
consults the directory of each of thos
towns—a supply of directories is kept
on hand—until he finds a John Smith
living in Chestnut street. Then th
letter is readdressed and sent. Shoul
this chance to be the wrong John Smi
and the letter is returned a sim
process is followed. Before every
method i3 exhausted you may mi
reasonably sure that the right person
has received the letter.

“Yes, sir,” laughed Mr. Mallory,” the
fellow who called the ‘nixie’ depart,
ment & haven for wayward epistles
struck it about right. '

“Approximately how many ‘nixies’
do you receive In Chicago a day? Mr:
Mallory was asked.

“Oh, from 300 to 400, I should say,”

was the reply.

Two of these alleged smugglers, who
were in charge of the last bunch on
the “underground railway,” are await
ing trials in the United States district
court. Two of their tools, Mezxicans,
are in jail here.

At the head of the band of smug-
glers are Chinese of high caste who
reside in Hong Kong. They are said
to be enjoying royal revenues from
the trafic and the pleasant feature of
thelr occupation is that they are im-
mune from arrest. Others members
of the gang rely on protection from
American laws on the soll of Mexico.

The coolies are procured from the
Interior of China. They are gathered
easily there and shipped across the
Pacific to Mazatlan, Mexico, where
they are unloaded. They are marched
through Mexico to Mexicall, just
across the border from Calexico. Here
Nug Fun and Wong Chin Dock have
pretended to carry on a store, but it
has really been a resort for contra-
band Chinese, the point at which they
were sneaked into the United States.

Fun was taken in custody several
months ago while in compaany with
several coolies. Dock did not take

The

heed from the fate of his partper and |

he was recently taken In custody in

Imperial valley.

Judge Decrees That Wives Must Obey

decree of divorce to Samuel C. Me-
Gee, a policeman, against Mrs. Lou-
isa S. McGee, Judge T. A. Frank
Jones, in the Circuit Court, arraigned
wives who have shown themselves to
usurp the authority of their husbands.
He dwelt upon the relationship that
should exist between husband and
wife, and traced this relationship
from the day of the cave man through
the ancient common law of the Anglo-
Saxons. He declared that the law
of today has made little change in
the fundamentals of this relationship
as it was in the times of Holy Writ,
when the command, “Wives, obey
your husbands,” was made. The hus-
band alleged general indignities,

which the wife denled. The judge |

said:

“A man is the master of his own
household. The law vests certaln au-
thority in him. When a woman mar-
rles she voluntarlly gives up many

of the rights she had as a single

woman, and she must submit to her
husband’s authority. She agrees to
submit to his digtation and she must
submit to it so long as it is not arbi-
trary and tyrannical.

“Whenever a wife works . oney,
she is bound to give p"tor;tmlt t.ol
help support the family. go long as
she does not work for money, she has
a right to demand that her hushand
support her properly. But when she
does work outside her own household
for gain, she forfeits that right and
must, in the discretitn of her hug
band, help pay the way of the family,

“It makes. no difference it her hull
band stays at home, does the cooking
and the housework and she makes
the living. Under the law, the hus-
band is still the master of that house-
hold and she must submit to his au-
thority.”

“The evidence shows that one time
Mrs. McGee went to her husband’s
superior and asked that a certain di-
vision of her husband’s salary be
made. She had no right to do that.
That was none of her business. A
wife has no right to say how much of
his money a husband shall give to
her and how much he shall spend
for himself. Although he is compelled
to support her by law, the law makes
him the judge as to what part of his
income shall go for that purpose.®

ASHINGTON.—The vanitles, fol-
lies and eccentricities of states-
men are brought a trifle further into
the limelight through the secretary of
the senate’s annual report, made pub-

lic In congress. It discloses the little
odds ‘and ends of luxury and comfort
near & senator’s heart, when it can be
obtained at government expense. -

From May 'l to June 28 there were
232 cases of appoliharis splits fur-
nished the senate, costing $1,856.
Taxicabs for taking senators home at
the close of sessions cost $110. Twen-
ty-six boxes of lemons were used du-
ring the month of July last year. They
cost more than $176. It required two
barrels of granulated sugar, costing
$36.33, to sweeten them.

Five gallons of witchhaszel cost
$3.26. One dozen bottles soda mint
and pepsin tablets to cure indigestion
were purchased for $44.20. Three
large bottles of btomo seltzer were
worth $2. Nineteen dozen of assorted
hair brushes cost $3.20. Ten cases of

Cost Much Money

s0ap were obtained for $27.50. Twen-

Crop

F THE Ilegislative season 1s dull,

the rumor crop Is very large, and
it has been what might be called a
season of denmials in the capitol. Re-
cently whisperings of changes in the
president’s cabinet were afloat, and
they multiplied so rapidly and as-
sumed such distorted shapes that they
led to vigorous denials from the white
house authorities. The two in parti-

1|-cular that were whispered around

were the resignation of Secretary of
the Treasury MacVeagh and the ele-
vatfon of Mr. Taft's secretary, Charles
D. Norton, to the place, and the ele-
vation of Congressman James A.
Tawney to the position now occupied
by Becretary of the Interior Richard
A. Ballinger. Both called forth the
most vigorous denials.

Aside from denying rumors, Pres!-
dent Taft’s chief work has been along
the lines of the Panama canal zone,
which he intends bringing to the at-
tention of congress very soon. The
president bas recommended and is
preparing to urge legislation approe
priating large sums for the fortifica-
tion of both entrances to the canal
zone, and this in itsell will cause a
struggle. In addition there is pend-
ing before the senate a bill, already

UMEROUS complaints are coming
daily to the postoffice department
at Washington caused by the losses

of packages and money. Mails are
easy to rob, but few postal thieves
‘ever escape-detection. They are sure
to be caught and punished in the end.
No thief is harder to catch than are
those who rob the government's mail.
Their methods are skillful and the
plunder is easily hidden or destroyed.
Postoffice thieves are not arrested ev-
ery day, although ‘valuable letters and
other articlés are stolen almost daily
and an army of sharp inspectors are
on the watch. Positive proof of guilt
must be in the possession of the in-
hspector before an arrest is made. Cir-
cumstantial evidence does not go at
any time. In almost every case an
arrest means conviction.

The postofice employee never
knows when he is being shadowed.
Outside of business hours, even, he
may be watched, when not under sus-

OLDIERS of the regular army read
of the high cost of living and
smile. It is not a matter of particu-
lar interest to them, for the commis-
gary is bound to issue the regular
ration at regular intervals, regardless
of what the cost may be.

In the war department the situation
causes some concern, for it means go-
ing before congress with a plea for
more money for the army, incidentally
for funds to make up a large and
growing deficiency now amounting to
$1,126,000.

Uncle Sam’s are the bestfed sol-
diers in the world. The ration pro-
vided for them insures plenty of the
best of food three times a day and the
army ration intelligently handled soon
ptoduces a company fund, from the

ty-four dozen whisk brooms aggre
gated $60.

One bag of ground alum salt cost
$1; two ounces of quince seed, 20
cents; one guart of castor oll, 40
cents; one drahm oll rose, §1, and two
bottles of salhepatica, 50 cents. Two
thousand quinine pills were bought

The small items of the pharmacy and |

tollet cost $21547. Ome pound of
enuff, to replenish the two boxes just
within the senate chamber cost 80
cents. ;

When a senator wants to look real-

ly dressed up he must have a pair of
white gloves, and ten dozen of thesa,
costing $21.60, {8 one senatorial em
pense item. Some senators like their
offices to look nice and cozy for old
home visitors, go twenty-three velour
sofa pillows figure in the list,

The items in the report, printed in
fine type, cover over more than 700
pages. Any one who has a lurking
suspicion that senators don't imbibe
water freely should glance at the
record of $1,83¢ spent for apollinaris
water. More than $3,000 was expend-
ed for other mineral waters.

A number of senatora drew practi-
cally nothing against their annual al-
lowance of $126 for stationery, ané
they are given a refund of the amount,
Others were heavy stationery users,
tbe amount of their commutation as
count being small.

of Capital Rumors Is Abundant

passed by the house, replacing the
canal commission by a director gen-
eral at the head of a civil govern
ment, the detalls of which are being
worked out by the president.

Moreover, there i the question of
canal tolls, which on the recommends
tion of the president, is being worked
out in a bill by Chairman Mann of the
house committee on inter-state com-
merce. He is also anxious that the
tolle to be charged be decided on at
this session, so that there will ke timd
for the world’'s commerce to adjust it
self to the proposed rates.

In order to embody some of thg
president’s recommendations in th¢
pending bill Senator Flint ha.s,securtﬁ
the recommitment of the bill in
senate, so that the committees can in
sert such changes as the president
decides. It is lkely that at every
stage of the legislation bearing on the
canal there will be opposition. Thd
transcontinental raliroads opposed thd
canal at the outset, and they are ex:
pected to fight vigorously against tolls
80 low as to make the ocean linerd
real competitors of the railroads.

On the subject of fortifying the
canal there has already developed op-
position, and though hot.p houses can
be counted on’' to vots for fortifica-
tions, many long speeches will be
‘'made on the other side either by peace
advocates or by congressmen general-
1y hostile to the expenditure of money
on the canal. The election of United
States senators by popular vote is

also looming up.

Postal Thieves Reported Plentiful

picion of theft, to see if he is spending
more money than his salary will al
low.

It 18 wonderful that there are as
few thieves among the many thou-
sands of cletks who handle the mails,
for great temptations surround them,
as they handle millions of valuable
parcels. These clerks soon learn to
tell by the very touch of a letter
whether it contains money. It would
be an easy matter for the dishonest
clerk to slip letters into his pocket
and open them in some private place.
But the cases of dishonesty are com-
paratively few.

There are but two successful ways
to catch a postvfice thief and these
are by constant watch and by decoy
letters. With tkese and a large sup-
ply of patience the game will be
caught. It often requires months and
sometimes years to accomplish this,
It is one of the most annoying and
difficult lines of detective work a man
ever engaged in and requires the most
earnest labor. Not a sgingle thing
must be overlooked.

But few arrests have been made in
Washington whera there is a powerful
army of postofice employees. They

no more numer'ous there than in other
cities.

Living Expense Doesn’t Effect Army|

sale of commodities not used, suffi.
clent to keep the mess table supplied
with luxuries. ;

A few years ago at western posts
the commissary could easily contract
for beef at 5 cents a pound, half the
price now demanded. The skyward
tendency of life’s necessities is of
merely passing interest to the enlist-
ed men, though it is a real tragedy to
the young officers. Those of the ju-
nior grades draw very low pay con-
sidering the incidental expenses their
position requires. For a second lieu-
tenant the salary of $116 a month,
particularly if he be stationed at some
eastern post, is forever falling short.
These young officers live in a mess—
a real mess—these days when the
cost of llving is twice as much as it
used to be, and it never did fit the
salary.

Friends of young army officers
sometimes exert themselves to have
them detailed for duty in Washing-
ton. If he has money outside his pay
account this may not ruin him. If he
is dependent on his pay, such a detail
is a tragedy.

Life’'s Varied Interests.
"The weather’'s rather bad, isn't it?"
said the young woman. e
“Yes,” replied the nonchalant youth.
*Lucky thimg it is. Helps conversa-
tion. It would be a deadly bore to go
on forever - saying ‘It's a pleasant

Always Busy.

“And you are really settlement
workers?” interrogated the housewife
as she handed each of the wanderers
a wedge of pie,

“Yes, mum,” responded the dusty
spokesman, with a low bow, “we work

day’"” : }

overy settlement we come to.”

i

eeldom go 'wrong,: yet:inspectors are’|:|

finds them milking the cow or feeding
,the hens; at night-fall they are bend-

‘tween times they are knitting . . .

T IS a very great privilege to know
the Scotch fishergirl, and only a
very special introduction at Yar-
mouth will open the gate to a
sumewhat exclusive land. Thought-
«es8 journalists and zealous photog-
raphers have tried in vain to enter.
“We're not wild beasts to be stared
at,” sent.the photographer sorrowful-
ly away, and the journalist lost caste
for ever. I
Both the Intruders mistook the peo-
ple with whom they had to deal. They
Judged the girls by thelr work. They
did not know—how could they?—that
not merely girls who can gut fish are
here, but a whole community is rep-
resented with all its intellect its tal-
ent and its pride. Whole villages go
to the fishing from the Moray Firth
But they are the fisher-people, and
each member of the family takes a
part in the industry. As naturally as
a duck takes to the water do the chil-
dren turn to the fishing., It is a tradi-
tion, the mantle falling from Elijah’s
shoulders. In the winter the girls
are engaged in mending the nets
which have been destroyed at the
fishings during the year. Each man
may have half a mile of nets to re-
pair, and the girls are experts at the
work. They join heart and soul with

their fathers or brothers in the task
of preparing for the fishing. That is !
what they live for. The talk in the
winter is of what has been at the
fishing, to be presently replaced by
what may be at the mext.

not with the nets, then with knitting,
for fathers and brothers and hus-
bands want thick hose and new Jjer-
seys; they themselves have soft, thick
stockings to replace, and probably new
jerseys for the fishing. Some of the
girls go to service, but not many. And
then it is only for the winter months.
At the call of the fishing, tradition re-
asserts itself; the fisher-girl is born
again. She may bind herself to do-
mestic service for a while, but blood
is thicker than water. Her “ain folk”
are going, and nothing short of a pris-
on would keep her back. :
‘There 18 a story of a Highland girl
who was brought to London to serv-
ice. It was hoped that she would
adapt herself to circumstances. In
the morning a crowd gathered round
the door. The Highland lassie was
adapting circumstances to herself.
Clad in short gown and petticoat, with
bare feet, she was swilling the steps.
A leopard canmnot change its spots.
Assoclated with the Scotch fisher-
people are those from Shetland. Meet-
ng at the Shetland fishing, which is
he first great fishing of the year, the
Shetland men go forth with the boats
to earn a living for the winter; the
Flrla follow the herring, so they, too,
¥y provide for the barren months.
n the Shetland isles there is nothing
else for the people to do; they have
no other means of making money.
During the winter they live on the
earnings of the summer, with the help
of the farm produce which each cottar
can call his own. He possesses half

Lassies Packing Hei-rlnnt.

an acre or more of land, a cow, some
sheep and a few hens, and he makes
the most of them. Butter and milk
and eggs keep the family from want,
and the wool from the sheep's back
provides the clothing.

All this means work for the wom-
en, and right willingly do they go
about it. When they are not digging
up the peat to dry for fuel, they are
on the potato field. Early morning

ing over the spinning wheel. In be-
koitting—you never see a Shetland
girl without her knitting. All the
world knows her beautiful work—
scarves and spencers and soft Shet-
land shawls. But not all the world
knows of the labor entalled, of the
washing and spinning and winding and
knitting. For one moment come to
Shetland and sse the fisher-girl at
home on the peat Igle. It is quiet and
dull and very cold. But the alr is
beautifully clear and the Shetland
girl's cheeks reflect the transparency;
her figure responds to the healthy

Meanwhile their hands are busy, if

around; they depend on fishing. If it
"as been poor, they live in hope for
the mnext, and maybe run into debt
with the grocer.

Then is the truck act set at naught,
for beautiful Shetland shawls pass
over the counter to be sold in Glas-
gow and London for prices that would
take away the breath of the girl who
is worried over tea and sugar. The
Shetland girls have no market for
their work, and the middleman reaps
the benefi. Providing for immediate
wants, preparing for the future need,
the winter wears away. The summer
brings the fishing. Then the Shetland
girls go down to the fishing stations
and theé Scottish girls come up. They
all live together in the little wooden
huts which the curers have built for
them. Just a room {is all the hut con-
tains, a room with two beds.

The fisher-girls do not live indoors;:
they unly sleep beneath a roof. Nev-
ertheless, they make their temporary
homes comfortgble. They bring wall-
paper and their own handiness with
them; their “Kists” hold pictures
and photographs. It is remarkable of

Off Duty.

the fisher-girl that wherever she goes
she takes her individuality with her.
From the Shetland fishing she may
pass to Aberdeen, to Fraserburgh, to
Scarborough and to Grimsby, then on
to Yarmouth and Lowestoft. But al-
ways she is the Scotch fisher-girl;
pride of race is in her blood, the grace
of forefathers in her heart. One can
never forget that they are a people,
these fisher-folk who go from fishing
to fighing, making food for the win-
ter; they do not change color in the
different dyes in which they dip. The
diamond comes up, dimmed, it may be,
but still a diamond.

How to Be Happy. )
There are as many ways to be haps
py as there are people in the world.
And the duration of human happiness
is as long and as short as huaman life.
But the best and most enduring hap-
piness of all is that which is wedded
to some sort of philosophy, and the
key to all the philosophies is the hu-
mor sense. It is the humor sense
that saves us from ourselves by re.
vealing to us how little we are, and-
of what small account in the cosmos
schere, however. big we may seem tq
ourselves or to one another. So ws
learn our own limitations and are con-

"| tent to abide within them; so we learn

the limitations of others, and are.
fain to be tolerant and charitable to-
ward them. So we learn that it is not
in art, or literature, or politics, in
wealth, or fame, or power, in the lust
of the eye or the delight of the mind
or in any other of those sounding ab-

. | stractlons, that we shall find the best
| guerdon of life, but in the hearts of

other men and women, like unto our
selves.—Edwin Pugh, in London T.
P.'s Weekly.

Dr.. Johnson’s Electioneering.

Southwark was once the scene of Dr.
Johnson's electioneering energies. This
was Iin 1780, when Johnson’s friend, -
Ralph Thrale, was candidate for the di.
vision. Dr. Johnson wrote Thrale’s ad-
dress to ibe slestors and on several oo
casions went canvassing in company
with Mr. Thrale. -

One night, as Boswell records, an
excited burgess geized the doctor’s hat
and, slapping him on the back, ex-
claimed: “Ah, Master Johnson, this is
no time to be thinking about hats!™
“No, no, sir,” returned Johnson, “hatg
‘are of Do use now, a8 you say, except
to throw up in the air and huzza with.”
And selzing his own hat again he
showed how the thing should be domne.
—Westminster Gazette.

Alarming.
“Were you very i11?” y
“Pretty sick, my boy.” !
“Have a consultation of doctors?™ |
“Worse than that. There was g
consultation of my creditors.”

Literal Batisfaction.
- *Jane, 1s the dessert in nice
to put on the table?”

glow. Very poor are the people

“Yes, ma; in apple pie order®
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