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their attorney or the Probate Judge to
have the notices published in the Will-
mar Tribune.

—

[ 1HIS PAPER REPRESENTED FOR FOREIGN

ADVERTISING BY THE

GENERAL OFFICES
NEW YORK AND CHICAGO

.

| BRANCHES IN ALL THE PRINCIPAL CITIES

WILLMAR, MINNESOTA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 1911.

THE TELEPHONE SITUATION AT WILLMAR

It was to be expected that those
interested in the Northwestern
Telephone exchange of this city and
their sympathizers would bitterly
oppose anv move which promises
to give the general publie of Will-
mar and neighboring communities
a popular telephone system and re-
lief from the exactions of the Bell
telephone monopoly, It should
therefore surprise no one that the
customary campaign has begun to

befog the issue in the minds of the
people when a rew danger threat-
ens the Bell exchange. But it is
surprising how easily otherwise
good citizens may be persuaded to
help fight the battle against what
plainly appears to be the best in-
terests of the city of Willmar.
o3

In 1905, six years ago, the fran-
chise expired under which the pres-
ent telephone exchange was erected.
No move was made by the compa-
ny to ask for a renewal of such
franchise, but on the other hand it
was claimed that perpetuai rights
had been acquired bv reason of
cleverly drawn permits given long
distance lines in the early days of
telephone development of the city.
The company has denied the right
of the city to exercise any control
over rates or connections. It has
used the streets as it saw fit, cut off
shade trees wherever they were in
the way for their wires and cables,
and has successfully resisted at law
every attempt made by the city
authorities to eompel them to come
to terms of settlement that would
be consistent with the dignity of
the eity. Moreover it has used
its power to grant or not grant
connections to independent lines as
a club for stifling competition with
its long distance lines for many
miles adjacent to Willmar. To
cap the climax two years ago it
arbitrarily raised the rates for its
serviee in the city one-third of the
former price on the plea that it was
losing money under the old rates.

#

As a solution of the trduble, the
question was brot out of a munici-
pal telephone exchange to be erect-
ed todrive the trust out of business,
and this plan met with the hearty
approval of a majority of our
citizens, The trust, however, with
its powerful sympathizers were not
idle, but have taken a very active
interest in loeal polities. For the
past two years it has succeeded in
Xeeping pretty close control of the
situation thru a friend in the city
attorney’s office. Some well-mean-
ing citizens object to municipal
ownership of pubiic utilities on the
plea that it takes them into polities.
How, we ask. could the telephone
plant be more in polities than it
has during the last six years? When
a foreign corporation with an usur-
ped franchise can for years success-
fully defy city authority aud parti-
ally control elections thru its local
ramifications, could a plant directiy
under public control be any worse?

#

With the big sewer question con-
fronting the people and demanding
immediate solution, the telephone
guestion was crowded to the side.
Many citizens who desire to see
the trust control broken, felt that
it would be unwise to crowd the
question of a new municipal ex-
change until the sewer problem had
been disposed of. Therefore the Bell
telephone sympathizers were much
pleased wilh the situation.

But when the outlook was the
darkest a new development suddenly
appeared. As Mr. Bowesays, ‘‘the
Bell company can usually be depend-
ed upon to do the wrong thing at
the right time.’”” The arrogant
attitude of the trust in regard to
connections precipitated a new deal.

i#

Mr. Arthur C. Bowe owns and
operates two exchanges at Olivia
and Bird Island. He is a veteran
in the ranks of the builders of in-
dependent telephone lines. He res-

cued Redwing from the control of
the trust and laid the foundations
for the great popular system of
1.300 'phones which now serves the
people of that community. After
his arrival at Bird Island and
Olivia he speedily drove the trust
out of business in those towns. The
large rural company, the Kandiyohi
County Telephone Company lines.
are largely tributary to these towns
and the subseribers to the south
naturally desired connections with
their market places. The Bell ex-
change at Willmar said no. It said,
‘“‘if you connect with these indepen-
dent exchanges we will have to cut
you off from Willmar.”” The farm-
ers hated to lose connections with
their county seat., and so the mat-
ter drageed along. Meanwhile the
members of the Kandiyohi company
of the neighborhood of Olivia and
Bird Island became more insistent.
and it was to attend a conference
with the directors of this company
that Mr. Bowe first came to Will-
mar. The directors met with Mr.
Bowe here three weeks ago Moaon-
day, finally agreeing to connect with
his exchanges at Olivia and Bird
Island, let the consequences as to
Willmar connections be what they
might.
#

It was suggested to Mr. Bowe
that the farmers would be glad for
the opportunity to connect with an
independent exchange at Willmar.
Then the idea of building such an
exchange came to him, and he ap-
plied to the council for a franchise
on the evening of the same day.
He interviewed a number of the
citizens who were in favor of a
municipal exchange, and they all
agreed that if the way to the future
ownership of the plant by the city
was left open, thev would wel-
come an independent exchange to
come in and brezk un the telephone
monaopoly. Mr. Bowe was very
willing that such provision should
be made, for he said that he be-
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lieved that he could please the
people of both city and country so
well with the service he would
give them that the question of city
ownership would never be raised.
-4
Mr. Bowe’s proposition was
drawn into an ordinance, present-
ed to the council and given its first
reading. The Bell people were
taken by surprise. The provisions
were so eminently fair and so
sweepingly destructive of all the
arguments used by the trust to
bolster up its cause at Willmar,
that a new tack must be undertaken
to delay and if possible defeat the
movement. Instead of being op-
posed to the idea of another ex-
change, the Bell sympathizers at
once became very much concerned
about municipal ownership and
safe-guarding the interests of the
city, which up to this time they
have laughed to scorn. They who
had insisted that they were not sub-
ject to any public control whatever,
sat up nights figuring how the new
company should be tied down as
closely as possible in every partie-
ular.
#

They hoped to delay action on the
ordinance until after the ecity
election on the far chance that the
new administration would be less
favorable to granting the franchise.
But the Mavor and the five alder-
men stood their ground and refused
to delav the passage of the -ordi-
nance, for they believed that the
people of the city should have the
right to accept or reiect Mr. Bowe's
proposal, and by passing the ordin-
ance as they did they can order the
submission .of the question of its
adoption to the vote of the people
before they retire from their offices.
If the people then don’t like Mr.
Bowe's proposal they can turnm it
down, and continue to pay ex-
orbitant rates to the trust. The
mayor and the council did the
right thing in submitting Mr.
Bowe’s oifer for the people to ac-
cept or reject, and we believe that
the publiec generally will honor
them for it.

#

It must be borne in mind that
the city will not be respunsible for
Mr. Bowe’s success or failure. He
is the party that takes the big
chances. In order to make a success
of competing with the exchange
already established he will be forced
not only to put in a better system
and give the best of service, but
to treat the publicin a manner that
will bring business to hislines. He
is “the man that furnishes the $10,-
000 to build the lines with, not the
city. He isn't obliged to build
an exchange at Willmar. There
are other towns where the prospects
are just as good. He has made his
proposition to this city, and 1t is
up to the people here to accept it
or not as they see fit.

#

So much for the action of the
council in passing the ordinance.
As to the merits of the ordinance,
we will have ample time to discuss
them before the speciai election
will be held to pass on the same.

TOWN OF KANDIYOHI ACTS ON
ROAD QUESTION.

Editor of Willmar Tribune:

The Town meeting of Kandiyohi,
March 14th unanimously passed a
resolution to have all obstructions
cleared from the public highways;
such as rocks, trees and fences. The
demand for wider and better roads
is increasing every year and under
our present law a highway shall be
four rods wide and a cartroad two
rods wide and without obstructions.
Chapter 215. General Laws 1905,
reads as follows:

Obstruction to Highways and
Penalty. Whoever at any time
obstructs any of the public high-
ways in this state, in any manner,
with intent to prevent the free
use thereof by the publie, or who
shall dig any holes or remove any
dirt , sand or elay fromn any such
highway or any part thereof and
thereby damage the same, shall
be suktject to a ifine of not less than
five or more than twenty-five dol-
lars together with the costs attend-
ing such conviction, and, on failure
to pay such fine and costs. may be
committed to the county jail, there
to remain until such fine and costs
are paid, or until discharged ac-
cording to law; and it is hereby
made the duty of the Board of
Supervisors of the several towns of
this state to make complaint and
prosecute, in their official capacity
all violations of the provisions of
this section.

General Laws of 1995, Chap. 1201
reads like this: Any person living
uvon or owning land fronting on a
public road, a portion of which is
not in actual use or needed for pub-
lic travel, may plow, level and
seed the same to grass ,except with-
in one rod of the center; but he
shall not by such work interfere
with travel upon the road, or be
entitled to compensation therefore,
or acguire title to any portion of
said road thereby. Such land
owner may plant trees on the side
of such road within six feet of the
outside line thereof, with the writ-
ten approval of the town board,

Now the resolution passed at the
Town meeting at Kandiyohi, is no
new law, instead it is an old one:
but the demand for good roads has
never been so pressing before as it
is today; and all land owners should
take notice and in no way obstruct
the public highway. No rocks
should be placed within the road

-|limits and all fences should be mov-

center of the road "We ‘have in
several places wire fenecs from 12
to 16 feet from the center of the
road and you all know what the
result would be apt to be in meet-
ing an automobile in such elose
auvarters with a lively team afraid
of an auto, and autos are about as
much in’evidence now as teams are.
In such acase if an accident happens
there is apt to be trouble, and the
ones at fault bave to suffer the con-
sequences. In many places there are
trees and telephone poles too near
the center of the road which in-

‘'work and travel

on the roads.
All such obstructions should be re-
moved where it is practicable to do
80. One serious mistake has been
made in the past that of laying out
two rod roads where a four rod
one is needed. : :
The Good Road question is gain-
ing headway from year to year and
more stringent laws will come into
effect as the years pass by,and from
observations [ have made the I'own
of Kandiyohi is not the only town
that needs a little road brushine.
Respeectfully

terfere to some extent with both

John Wiekland.
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Editor Willmar Tribune:—

Kindly permit us to take up a
little of vour space in explanation
of what we deem at this time a
question of interest to the citizens
and tax pavers of this city. Ata
meeting of the City Council held
last Monday evening, a certain or-
dinance to one Mr. Arthur
C. Bowe, his sucecessors and assigns,
for the installation and operation of
a telephone system with this city
was granted. At that meeting an
attempt was made to modify this
ordinance by certain amendments
which we think were quite essential
and necessary if we look at the
matter from the standpoint of the
city’s interest. Why these amend-
ments were not favored, we will not
discuss. but needless to sav, they
were not adopted and did not be-
come a part of said ordinanca.

Anvy person who is interested may
at his pleasure read the ordinance
adopted and see what is contained
therein, and in order that we may
be as short as possible, we will not
attempt in any manner to go into
details in relation to what was con-
tained in the ordinance, but rather
what should have been incorporated
therein, and which for some reason
seems to have been sadly neglected.

In the first place this ordinance
grants to Arthur C.j'Bowe, the
rights and privileges of our streets
and alleys with out specifie regard
as to who shall be the iudge as to
the poles or construction of this
system, except in the very small
matter of as to where the poles and
conduits shall be placed.

Section 3 provided that all tele-
phone wires upon the streets of the
business distriet shall be placed in
underground conduits. This dis-
trict in itself will be a question for
future controversy. Why would
it not have heen better to have this
district defined as per the follow-
ing amendment which was submit-
ted and rejected, namely: All tele-
phone wires to be used in the con-
struction of the said system and ex-
change, within the followine por-
tion of the city of Willmar, to wit:
All that portion bounded on .the
north by the north line of Pacific
Avenue, on the south by the south
line of Becker Avenue, on the east
by the east line of second Street
and on the west by the west line
of Seventh Street. shall be in lead
covered cables placed underground
in conduits of such size and of such
materials as the City of Willmar
may by resolution designate.

We do not feel that there is any
reason to discuss this matter
further, as we believe that it is al-
ways easier to avoid trouble than
to get out of it after it comes up.

this. Why would it not be wise to
let the council be the judge as to

We will say nothing more about,

DEFENSE OF THE MINORITY

the construction, the poles to be
used and the manner in which the
cross arms, ete. 'should be placed?
Even our famous ordinance No. 60
makes some provision for this, and
the public are in a small way pro-
tected. This question has become
quite a serious question in some
cities, and like the other objection
that we raised above, we think it
would be well to avoid trouble be-
fore it comes to us.

To define what we thot would be
sufficient and proper we attempted
to amend the ordinance as follows:
All telephone poles and posts to be
set in the construction of said system
and exchange, shall be of such size
and dimensions as the said eity by
resolution may designate. But
this was very promptly reiected.

In section 9 of the ordinance pass-
ed we find that the city may pur-
chase the telephone system to be in-
stalled under this ordinance at the
end of three years. until the ter-
mination of the ordinance which is
ten years, and yet the state law
makes provision for the purchase
of it at five year periods.

Why would it not have been bet-
ter to have avoided trouble by
specifying as we attempted to do,
when we introduced the following
amendment: ‘‘Should the City ‘of
Willmar desire to purchase or take
over the telephone system that may
be installed under this ordinance
'at any time after the expiration of
|four (4) years fiom the time this
-ordinance takes effect, or at the ex-
ipiration of the term hereinafter
| provided for the life of this ordin-
ance, the said Arthur C. Bowe, his
successors and assigns. hereby agree
to sell the same to the said city at
a fair and reasonable valuation
thereof, such reasonable valuation
thereof to be determined by three
(3) appraisers, one to be selected
by the city of Willmar through the
city council. one to be selected by
Arthur C. Bowe, his successors and
assigns, and the third to be selected
by the other two, and in the event
of the said two selected appraisers
being unable for a priod of ten
days after their selection to agree
upon the third appraiser, their
party may within the next ten days
make written application to a judge
of the Distriect court of Kandyiohi
County, Minnesota, setting forth the
facts; whereunon said judge shall
make the appointment of such third
appraiser. . The valuation in writ-
ing made by a majority of the said
appraisers shall be conclusive and
final between the parties. ‘‘Which
was very promply rejected.

After introducing three amend-
ments and receiving such ungrate-
ful and partisan treatment of the
three amendments above, we did
not feel that there was much use

'attempting to do anything differ-

The “
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of Other Kinds.

fabrics in all wool goods, we will make

you a suit to order for £25.00 and up, and
you’d pay more for the same fabrics and half as
good workmanship in ‘‘ready-made.”
About the only thing that keeps ANY MAN,
who likes to dress well, away from a good
tailor is his impression—gotten in some uncer-
tain way—that tailors charge high prices. II

Will not the above offer help- you to erase any
such impression from your mind?

Berg & Soderling, Tailors.

nF‘FERING you a wide range of choice as to

ed back the full two rods from the:

ent, but in connection with this or-
dinance we thot that some such
provision as the following might:
not ‘be amiss. ‘‘The City Council
of the city of Willmar shall have no
right or authority to call or order
special election of the electors of
the said city for the purpose of
submitting the question of the ap-
proval or rejection of thisordinance
as hereinafter provided, until the
said Arthur C. Bowe, his successors
and assigns, shall first have depos-
ited with the City Treasurer a bond
in the sum of $2000.00 which shall
have been approved by the City
Couuncil, to indemnify said city for
costs of election and as a deposit of
his or their good faith and honest
intentions as to the purposes herein
set forth, which bond shall be can-
celled and terminated upon the
actual commencement of service
and operation - of said telephone
system by said Arthur C. Bowe,
his successors and assigns.’”’ And
it was our intention to introduce
the above as an amendment to pro-
tect the city in the manner which
it will itself explain, and which
under no circumstances can be con-
strued to be unreasonable or un-
fair, and which should be acceptable
to any business man who was at-
tempting to secure anything from
the publie.

We do not think that this needs
anv further explanation, as every
man in business will understand
that it is purely a business form-
ality. In the ordinance adopted,
section 8 provides that the maxi-
mum rates to be charged for tele-
phone services shall not exceed the
sum of $24.00 per year for business
telephones or the sum of $12.00 per
year for residence telephones. Does
this provision define what services
the patrons shall have? Is there
anything to prevent this schedule
to apply to party lines only or does
it say that patrons shall be entitled
to a private line at this rate? This
is a auestiun that needs no discus-
sion. It is open to every patron to
judge the matter for himself. If
we wish party lines, we may have
them, but private lines are not re-
quired or specified in said ordin-
ance.

Again there has been considerable
talk in opposition to the present
exchange. and their manner and
treatment of country lines. Is there
anvthing said in the ordinance
which was adopted, which will cover
this question, and is it not proper
gince our attention has been so
often called to this phase of the
telephone business, that some pro-
vision should have been incorporat-
ed which would have made connect-
ions with the incoming farmer’s
lines and the city exchange some-
what practical.?

Now, Mr. Editor, we have asked
you to publish " these very debatable
questions on which we as members
of the city council take exception
with the ordinance as adopted, and
if we were permitted further time
to make a more elaborate communi-
cation to you, we would very gladly
go into the details as to why we
think that the city should be pro-
tected in all matters that we have
mentioned above.

We do not think that it is within
our province as aldermen to
dictate to the public of this city
whether or not thev shall have a
new telephone system, but we do
feel that it is our duty to look far
enough into the public affairs which
come to us in our official capacity,
to be able to say to our people that
we submit to you an ordinance
which we think is fair and which
in its provisions proteets the city
in the future as well as in the
present, and in publishing this we
of course offer it as a short ex-
planation of why we, as aldermen,
in the city of Willmar. did not favor
the ordinance as adopted, and in
order that the public might under-
stand that we are not opnosing a
new system but that our vote was
merely a declaration that the ordin-
ance as adopted was not zood and
safe. but on the other hand, we are
also very free to state, that any or-
dinance which will have incorporat-
ed in it the desirable features which
will protect the city in the matter
of a common interest, we certainly
will at all times favor, and in this
connection we frankly admit, that
this explanation is brought about
because we have been accused of
being indifferent, to say the least,
in the matter of this new telephone
system, but we will ask any busi-
ness man of this city who has an
interest of the city at heart, if it
is not advisable for the city to pro-
tect itself in the manner that we
have tried to outline in a very brief
way above.

To the citizens of Willmar we
most respectfully submit this ex-
planation.

Very respectfully,
J. W. Kent -
Wm. 0. Johnson
A. A. Anderson.

$100 Reward, $100

The readers of this paper will he pleased to
learn that there I8 at least one dreaded disease
that sclence has been able to eure 'in all its
stages, and that Is Catarrh. Ilall's Catarrh Cure
Is the ouly pesitive cure now known to the med-
ieal fraternlty. Catarrh being n constitutional
disease, requires a  constifutional treatment.
ITall's Cutarrh Cure s taken internally, actin
direetly upon the blood and. mucous surfaees o
the system, therchy destroying the foundation
of the discase, and glviug the patlent strength
by building up the constitution and assisting nn-
ture In dolng ita work. The proprietors have
o much falth in its curative powers that they
offer Oue ITundred Dollars for any case that it
faila to cure. Send for lst of testimonials,

Address F. J. CIIEXEY & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by all Drugglsts, The,
Take IIall's Family Pills for constipation.

Rev. M. B. Michaelson was at
Litchfield on. Monday, reading
with his confirmation class and at-
tending a busiress meeting called
for the purpose of organizing a
Free Lutheran cungregation.
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AT ITS OLD TRICKS.

The Republican-Gazette has made
some wonderful discoveries in the
telephone question. It has disecov-
ered that the city should be safe-
guarded by a reasonable control of
the telephone service in the eitv.
The Tribune has urged this for six
years or more, but has only been
sneered at for its pains.

‘The Gazette has ncw discovered
‘‘that the so-called cost of a tele-
phone system and exchange is some-
times twice as great as what it can
be duplicated for.”’ Exactly what
we have contended, and why we ob-
iect to paying excessive rates to the
trust.

The Gazette has further discov-
ered that ‘‘there may be good and
sufficient reasons why some persons
are anxious to pass the proposed
ordinance.”’ If there are ‘‘good’’
reasons why anyone should favor a
plant which reduces rates to the
public one-third, there must be still
‘‘better’’ reasons why some people
favor the -continued exclusive con-
trol of a plant that charges exces-
sive rates.

Finally, the Gazette discovers
that a franchise which gives
'phones at the dollar and two dollar
rate is ‘‘a valuable franchise.’’
Heretofore we have been told that
an up-to-date system could not give
such rates and live.
posed franchise is a valuable one,
how much more valuable is the one
which the present exchange with
its excessive rates enjoys?

The Republican-Gazette is up to
its old tricks of trying to help out
the threatened local Bell exchange.

and its foolish arguments prove it.

For instance, when it expresses
the fear that Mr. Bowe might sell
his franchise to the Northwestern.
Just fancy the Northwestern paying
anyone ‘‘a chunk of money’’ for a
franchise that would compel it to
reduce rates, place its wires under-
ground, or sell out to the city at
a fair valuation! Bright reason-
ing!

The three story hotel at Rocsevelt
owned by P. H. Parson, Jr. was
destroyed by fire the night of March
17th with six other buildngs, all a
total loss as the insurance had
been cancelled during the forest

{fires of last fall.

Miss Abbie Edgren, who is in

If the pro-|r

charge of the dry goods department
at E. Paul’s store, returned Monday
from a week’s visit with relatives
in Willmar.—Inter-Lake Tribune.

See the latest in photography at
the Simons Studio. 7

(First publication March 5-4t.)
Citation for Mearing on Final Account
and for Distribution,’

ESTATE OF ALFRED TRULSON.

State of Minnesota, County of Kandiyoh,
in Probate Court.

In the Matter of the Estate of Alfred

Trulson, Decedent:

The State of Minnesota to all persons in-
terested in the final account and distribution
of the estate of said decedent: The rep t-
dative of the above named decedent, havin,
filed in this court her final account of the ad-
ministrati- n of the estate of said decedent,
together with her petition fprlying for the ad-
justment and allowance of said final account
and tor distribution of the residue of said es-
tate to the persons thereuntoentitled; There-

lore, you and each of you, are hereby cited
and required to show cause, if any you have,
before this court at the Probate Court
Rooms in the Court House, at the City of
Willmar, in the County of Kandiyohi, State
of Minnesota, on the 1st day of May, 1911,
at 2 o'clock P. M., why said petition should
not he granted.

Witness the Judge of sald court, and the
seal of said court, this 3rd day of April 1911.

[Seal] T. 0. GILBERT,
Judge.

R. W. STANFORD,
Attorney for Petitioner,

illmar, Minn.

It Pays Well-

for those who are bringing
their wheat to our mill and
|| having it exchanged for flour.

We sell the flour at a moderate price.

A

Every Sack is Guaranteed.

reen Lake Roller Mills
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