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Uncle Silas 
Changes Mind 

His Theory about Christmas 
Presents did not work 

out in Practice. 

education is easy when 
you've a bank account 

The whole ol their future is made 
clear when you have the neces
sary money. Open a special ac
count while they are yet young. 

You owe it to them, as well as to yourself, to 

save. You aro responsiblo-thoy aro holploss-

dopooding on you. Opon that account this day. 

First National Bank 
WILLMAR, MINN. 

Resources over $400,000.00 
SAVINGS DEPARTMENT DEPOSIT VAULTS 
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W I S H E S A L L T H E R E A D E R S O F T H E 

W I L L M A R T R I B U N E A MOST 

Merry 
Claristmai! 

The Willmar Tribune editor has 
heard a good many expressions re
garding the Parker article which was 
published in our last issue on "The 
Spirit of the University." Most of 
these were commendatory, one go
ing so far as to say that its publica
tion was the biggest possible serv
ice we could have done the state. The 
one message received taking the oth
er view comes from an old friend, 
who is taking the law course at the 
University, and we are glad to pub
lish it in full in this issue. Mr. Lar
son is naturally very loyal to the in
stitution in which he has just enroll
ed and has made the mistake of 
thinking that all criticism is des
tructive. We believe it is only the 
deepest love for his alma mater which 
has led Mr. Parker to speak his mind 
as he had, his hope being that the 
institution might be purged of those 
tendencies which he so graphically 
pictures. The first step in any re
form is to expose error. We hope in 
the near future to publish another 
article from the same pen along con
structive lines, showing what should 
be done to make the University a 
people's institution in a better sense 
than it now fills. 

pers of the state who were in favor 
of a special session saying that they 
favored it on account of the prospect 
of law supplements to print, "while 
those who voted against it are most
ly a small bunch of republican in
surgent or progressive papers which 
hold the interests of the state above 
their own selfishness and greed." 

Jac Brynildsen ought to know bet
ter than that. There is not many 
papers in the list but which would 
have been willing to waive their part 
of such an appropriation if the leg
islature, would have gotten together 
and finished up some of those laws 
which were crowded out of last ses
sion. If the special interests had 
wanted a special session it would 
have been called without delay, and 
don't you think otherwise. 

Christmas is about here. If yer 
don't believe it go down town and 
watch the weary and perplexed folks 
as are trottin' the rounds in search 
of somethin' fer Uncle Tom, cousin 
Dick and aunt Harryette. Yes this 
is the time of year when the poor 
clerks are sprinklin' face powder on 
their feet to keep down friction. 

I knew Christmas was comin* 
weeks ago. When ye observe bales 
of lut-fisk comhattin' elements out
side of the old grocery, you just 
mark it down as a straight tip that 
Christmas is not many months away 
in Minuesoter. And even if we didn't 
see the spruce trees stacked up agin' 
the store fronts, we'd know it was 
soon Christmas by the feelin that 's 
in the air. Landsakes! the neighbor 
boys hasn't throwed no stones or 
snow-balls at our old rooster fer 
three weeks! 

There is somethin' peculiar about 
this Christmas feelin'. Makes us old 
fellers young again." Why I met old 
Aunt Samanthy, as has been laid up 
with the gout most since the Fourth, 
down at the 5-and-10-cent counter 
3Testerday scratehin' around like an 
old hen on the chaff side of a straw 
stack. Gout! Not the week afore 
Christmas. 

What was I adoin' at the 5-and-
10-cent store, did you ask? Ah, come 
along now! Can't a feller be kind 
o' lookin' around like jest fer cur
iosity? 

But as fer as that goes, I hain't 
knockin' this Christmas present busi
ness like I did last year. I t don't 
hurt some of us old skinflints to open 
up our purse strings a mite once a 
year and make ourselves and others 
happy. 

I'll tell you how it was. Last year 
some of us old cronies down at the 
post office, got to a talkin' 'bout what 
a big heap of nonsense all this 
Christmas present buyin' was. How 
thousands of dollars is thrown away 
every year on a lot of tin-horns and 
tomfoolery. "Things are gettin' so 
bad" says I, one day to 'Malindy, 
"that someone has got to take the 
lead in curbin' this evil or we'll have 
a pannick." So when I proposed to 
Malindy that we'd cut out the pres
ents this year, she was patriotic 'nuff 
to agree tho I 'low I noticed it both
ered her right considerable. 

You see, I was the one as proposed 
the agreement and I reckon I stuck 
to my end about as long as Malindy 
did. The days afore Christmas were 
mighty dull and heavy. But we man
aged to pull thru Christmas eve some 
how. Malindy kept herself busy 
choppin' raisins and one thing anoth
er, and I tried to keep up spirits by 
tunin' up the old violin; but some how 
I couldn't get no ginger into the mu-
sick, and so I turned in fer the night. 

But along about mid-night I sud
denly some how recomembered as 
how I had fergot to hang my socks 
by the fire to dry, as they maybe 
were damp from my long walk up the 
creek a trappin' muskrats. So I riz 
up kind of soft like so as not to dis
turb Malindy's slumbers, and when 
I came out to the hearth with my 
socks, by the shades of Old Saint 
Nick, fellers, believe me, if there 
wasn't hangin' mute and appealin" 
like, Aunt Malindy's best pair of 
stockins'! Malindy/s stockings a 
hanging jest the way she used to 
hang 'em when she was a little child. 
I reckon. Well sir, some how or 
t'other there came a lumrj bumpin' 
up agin my throat as big as a full-
grown rootabagger. 

"Silas," says I, "vou're a crab; 
you're an inborn chump; you're an 
ungrateful, sofisticated skinflint; 
you're a peanut-headed demedicat-
ed fake; in another year, if you live 
that long, you'll be scroogefied be
yond all hope of redemption." 

Now you folks will laugh, I 'low, 
when I tell ye; but it weren't 4 min
utes till I had quietly slipped my 
duds on and stole out into the night. 

Old Kino came stalkin' out from 
his kennel a little surprised and anx
ious like, I reckon. "No, old chap" 
says I, and patted him across his 
ribs, "yer old master hasn't gone 
crazy. He's jest comin' to his senses 

right now." 
I t 's over a mile down to Squire 

Daniel Whitaker's store, but I didn't 
notice the distance, no how. And the 
idea of oustin' old Dan out of bed at 
midnight didn't bother me neither fer 
I reckon Dan would wade barefoot 
acros Greenland's icy mountains in 
January if he saw 10 cents profit. 

"Dan," says I, as he was scratch-
in' around to get his old smoky 
lamp lit, "I 'm a little late in doin' my 
holiday tradin', but I knowed you've 
been so busy tendin' to the 'early 
shoppers' you wouldn't mind havin' 
some of your customers come a lit
tle late." 

"Now, Dan," says I, " I want about 
four yards of the best blue strip d 
calker you got in yer old store. I 
reckon, four yards will be nuff fer 
a dress the way they make 'em now-
a-days. If it ain't, measure out a 
plenty," says I, "and then give me a 
full set of these 'ere china dishes 
with t h e ferget-me-nots painted 
along the rim;" fer I jedged them 
would tickle Malindy 'bout as much 
as anything on earth. "And then de 
me up about a peck of candies and 
nuts," says I ; cause I 'lowed, tho 
Malindy didn't have the teeth to chew 
'em, it 'd make her feel young agin 
jest to get them in her stockin. "And 
then," says I, as I handed him a 10 
dollar bill, "take out fer a good cigar 
fer yerself, Dan, and a merry Christ
mas to ye." And then I sneaked 
home, filled Malindy's stockins', hung 
up the sack of dishes 'long side and 
then stole noiseless like to bed. 

Next morning was th^e finest morn
ing you ever saw. The sun was shin
ing and the frost on the willers glit
tered like a million diamonds. But 
out across the new fallen snow 
there were tracks goin' and com
in'. Malindy never axed no ques
tions about the tracks. But when I 
came to put my socks on I found a 
pair of the finest home-knit slippers 
you ever saw made to adorn the 
weary feet of an old geezer like me. 

No, no. Ye can't stop the giving 
of Christmas presents. And if you 
could, you'd be sorry you did. It 's 
not the gifts, but it 's the spirit that 
makes Christmas worth while. 

Wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas, I am 

Ever yours gratefully, 
UNCLE SI. 

^ / ^ v to our store. Since last Christmas we 
have added a third more to our floor 

space, which gives more room—more room for 
our goods and more room for shoppers. We feel 
that we have a line of goods in which we may 
take a pardonable pride in selling, and pur cus
tomers will take pride in wearing. - . 

A couple of weeks ago our store was throng
ed with shoppers at one of our great periodic 
sales—now, lo and behold, our store is 

A HOLIDAY STORE 
for its vast stores of the best goods in clothing are 

teeming with articles which will make 

Rich and Useful Christmas Gifts 

The Canby News lists all the pa-

T H E T R U E GRACES. 
As amber attracts a straw, to 

does beauty admiration, which only 
lasts while the warmth continues, 
but virtue, wisdom, goodness and 
real worth, like the loadstone, never 
lose their power. These are the true 
graces, which, as Homer feigns, are 
linked and tied hand in hand, be
cause it is by their influence that 
human hearts are to firmly united 
to each other.—Burton. 

"The Spirit of the U." 

Mr. 
Minneapolis, Dee. 16, 1911. 

V. E. Lawson, 
Willmar, Minn. 

My dear Mr. Lawson: 
I was very much disappointed to 

see you give space and also editor
ial sanction to that article of Park
er's. 

When it comes to creating class 
feeling, discontent and suspicion in 
the public mind that article is on a 
par with Deb's article in the Appeal 
to Reason calling for volunteers not 
afraid to die in the cause of labor. 

There are many methods of gain
ing notoriety but when it comes to 
attacking the one institution under 
the American flag tha t ' i s doing a 
greater service in raising the stand
ard of citizenship, which is the foun
dation of all that is worth seeking in 
this world, the public school system, 
it becomes a serious matter. Some 
irresponsible roaming spirits attack 
anything and everybody, like a bull in 
a china-closet, for the mere selfish 
satisfaction of hearing their own 
noise and if possible leave some mark 
of attack. Is it any wonder that the 
ordinary man despairs of finding 
anything instructive in such a storm 
of abuse concocted in what must be 
a disorganized mental condition. 

Here at the University the attack 
was treated with silent toleration as 
no one felt anything personal in it, 
but it does change the situation when 
it is given publicity and guarantee 
by men of public responsibility. 

I don't know what civilized coun
try of today would tolerate an insti
tution such as it pictured. 

You are personally acquainted 
with my history, from the log cabin 
and 20 days of school per year, thru 
the public schools, the academic and 
now the professional department of 

MISS ETHEL REED 
School of Music 

AMES BLOCK FIFTH STREET 
Monday. Tuesday and Wednesday until 2 p. m. 
St. Pawl, 804 Pittsburgh Bldg., Balance of Week 

Miss Reed is making a specialty of her work with children from 7 
to 9 years of age. Pleasing methods are used. Children love to take 
their lessons and love to practice them. Special courses in training 
for young teachers, to know how and what to teach. The work for all 
grades is made very attractive. 

Miss Reed has the experience of fifteen years teaching and every 
year studying to improve the execution as well as methods of teaching. 

Miss Reed has studied under the best teachers in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis. Later under master musicians in the east and Europe/ 
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Rich and Useful 
Christmas Gifts 

OUR LEATHER GOODS DEPART
MENT IS AN IMPORTANT . 
FACTOR TO THE XMAS 

SHOPPER 

Kid gloves silk lined. .$1.25 to $2.25 
Mocha gloves, silk 

lined $1.50 to $2.25 
Mocha gloves, unlined $1.00 to $2.00 
Auto gloves, unlined $3.00 to $4.50 
Fur gloves and mitts, 

lined $1.50 and up 
Kid gloves, unlined.. $1.25 to $225 
Leather Suit Cases $1.50 to $10.00 
Traveling Bags $1.50 to $12.00 
Boys' gloves and mittens, all prices. 
Men's and Boys' Belts 50 
Silk Hosiery 50 
Holiday Silk Suspenders 75c to $2.50 
Sweater Coats $1.75 to $5.00 
Fancy Vests .$2.25 to $5.00 
Ladies' Umbrellas $125 

Men's Umbrellas . . . . $ 1 . 0 0 to $6.75 

A GIFT bought at Gil
bert O. Sand's will 

please and satisfy, for the 
recipient will know that 
the quality is there. 

HOW ABOUT YOUR OWN WARDROBE FOR THE 

CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Men's and Boys' Overcoats for winter. Some 

with warm fur collars, if you prefer. Big, warm, 

stylish overcoats are here in abundance. Every 

kind you can think of. 

Men's Overcoats—$16.00 to $30.00 

EVERY KIND OF HANDKERCHIEF THAT IS 

GOOD IS HERE FOR XMAS SELECTION 

Men's linen, silk initial handkerchiefs. . .25c to 75c 

Men's and Boys' collars, all kinds of styles 

I5c, two for 25c. 

SUGGESTIONS 

Rich and Useful 
Christmas Gifts 

MEN'S AND BOYS' UNDERWEAR 

Men's Union Sui ts . . .$1.50 to $5.00 
Men's 2 Piece Su i t s . . 1.00 to 5.50 
Leggings .50 to 1.00 
Gaiters 75 to 1.00 
Boys' 2 Piece Under

wear 50 lo 1.50 
Fleece Lined Under

wear 5 0 to .75 
Fancy Garters -25 tO 5 0 . 
Fancy Ties 25 to 1.00 
Fur Caps 2.75 to 9.00 

MEN'S AND BOYS' UP-TO-DATE 
CLOTHING 

Men's, from $1250 to $27.00 
Boys', from 3.50 to 1025 
Negligee Shirts . . . 1.00 to 2.00 
Pillow Covers . . . . 2.00 to 3.00 
Pennants 50 to 125 
Skating Cap .75 
Warm winter m u f 

flers 3 5 to 1.50 

\\k&®, 

the University. It is a matter of ex
act knowledge that over sixty per 
cent of our Minnesota University 
students have belonged to my class. 
It is not a class of permanent resi
dents here, but every five years an 
entire new population is seen. I have 
been absent nearly seven years and 
returned. Since I entered the 18th 
of September, not one familiar face 
in the student body have I seen and 
half of the old instructors' faces are 
missing. -Where do all the recruits 
come from? What spirit do they 
bring with them? Besides the tech
nical instruction given in their cho
sen line of development, what influ
ences are exercised over them? All 
these things are too plain to even need 
personal investigation and yet one 
would assume to build thereon an in
stitution that would be the shame of 
the dark ages. 

It would be better to be a builder 
than a sower of discontent and class 
hatred, altho the latter will not find 
good culture. 

Yours Sincerelv, 
' E. J. LAKSEN. 

1519 Brook Ave. S. E. 

tertained a few relatives at dinner 
last Sunday. 

J There will be service Christmas 
morning at the Svea church. Child-

• ren's festival will be held Tuesday 
evening, Dec. 26. Admission 15c for 
adults. 

j The Young People's Society will 
give a "Lut-fisk" supper, Jan. 3. 
Particulars will be given later. 

J Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Klopp and son 
Clarence, Miss Edith Rudgren and 
Mr. Christ Berg visited at the Gib
son home in Roseland Sunday after
noon. 

Miss Ellen Lindberg is doing dress
making at M. R. Swenson's. 

Mr. Aug. Norman and family have 
moved into their new residence. 

Miss Hildur Ryden and Messrs. 
Carl and Rueben Ryden spent Sun
day at Ole Kasmuson's. 

Miss Phoebe Bengtson is assisting 
Mrs. Aug. Norman with her house
work. 

Presbyterian Church. 
Services next Sunday as usual. 

Services morning and evening on 
Christmas Day, with special music. 
The Childrens Christmas Tree festi
val occurs Tuesday evening. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. F . Sperry of Lis
bon, N. D., were in the city last 
Monday enroute for New London 
to attend the funeral of Louis Lar
son, a brother of Mrs. Sperry. 
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SVEA SIFTlNGft-
Svea, Dec. ,18—The Young Peo

ple's Society held a special meeting 
last Friday evening, Dec. 15. Af-

jter the meeting the choir practiced 
their Christmas songs. 

Misses Clara Anderson and Thilda 
Johnson visited at Ryden's last Wed-

Inesday evening. 
j .Mis s Mable Ostrom entertained 
, the R. E. A. C. last Thursday after-
, noon. 

Mr. Oscar H. Johnson called at 
, the Anson home on Sunday after
noon, j _, 

Miss Irene Lindblad has been do
ing some dressmaking at And. Os-
trom's this past week. 
4 Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Franzen en 

Tribune Wants Will Help You. 

Expecting Too Much. 
"Don't you ever have any accidents 

on this road?" said the worried trav
eler. 

"Course we do," replied the rural 
conductor. "But you don't expect 
we're goin' to run a train off the track 
jes' to ay muse every foreigner that 
comes down here an' buys a ticket, do 
you?"—Washington Star. 

Trollope's Cigar Bins. 
Trollope was a great smoker and 

made no attempt to conceal the store 
of cigars in his library. One wall of 
the room was devoted to a row of sep
arate cupboards or bins, each with a 
separate glass door and filled with 
cigars stacked across each other like 
timber, so as to allow free circula
tion of air. On wet days the doors 
were kept closed and on fine days were 
left open. A pointed stud was stuck 
into the wood above the door of the 
bin in use. As soon as the bin was 
emptied the stud was moved to above 
the next door and the empty receptacle 
refilled from the big chests of cigars 
which Trollope obtained direet from 
Havana. 

A Question of Titles. 
"I'm goin* to use de show tickets dat 

guy slipped me." said Meandering 
Mike. 

"I wouldn't go near a show wid dat 
name." 

"Wat's de matter wit* 'Ten Nights In 
a Barroom?'" 

"Is dat it? An' I come near missin' 
It! I fought it was 'Ten Nights In a 
Bathroom!'""—Washington Star. 
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GREAT XMAS SALE 
Everything new, at prices unheard of, quality unsurpassable. It will pay you 

to price your Xmas presents at Knabe's before buying. 

CUT GLASS 
Cream and Pitchers $2.45 and up 
Jelly .Dishes 1.45 and up 
Pickle Dishes 2.75' and up 
Water Glass, yf dozen 2.75 and up 
Bon Bon Dishes 1.75 and up 
Bowls | 3.98 and up 
Celery Dishes 3.49 and up 
Perfume Bottles 1*25 and up 

SILVER ' • 

1847 Silver Table Spoons 1*95 and up 
Tea Spoons : 1.45 and up 
Forks 1-95 and up 
Knives 1.95 and up 
Baby Sets .50 and up 
Cream Ladles ..'. \. .95 and up 
Soup Ladles , • • - 2.95 and up 
Pie Knives 2.25 and up 
Pie Server 3.50 and up 

Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Ladies' 
Gents' 
Gents' 
Gents' 
Gents' 
Gents' 
Gents' 
Ladies' 

JEWELRY 

Solid Gold Rings $1.75 
Bracelets 2.45 
Scarf Pins 49 
Cuff Links .80 
Neck Chains , 95 
Lockets 95 
Hat Pins 45 
Combs 75 
LaValliers 95 
Fobs v 2.45 
Rings . . .12.50 
Cuff Links . ; . . . . ^ .45 
Scarf Pins . . . . . . '>. .45 
Watch Chains. .: .45 
Fobs ..4.95 
Coat Chains .: .95 
and Gents' Jewel Boxes... 1.00 

and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
and up 
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A Lesson In Music 
A household much given to music 

comprised three daughters, who played 
the piano well and showily. At the 
regular Sunday afternoon gathering a 
musician of retiring manner was pres
ent, and after the daughters had gal
loped for awhile be was asked to 
play. He chose one or two composi
tions designed to show the feeling of 
the pianist rather than the resources 
of technique. When he had finished 
one of the young women said: 

"You play very well. Who was your 
teacher?" 

With a modesty that was almost 
painful he answered: 

"My last teacher was the Abbe 
Liszt."—Chicago Post 
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