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DEATH OF NEW LONDON PIONEER 
RECALLS MUCH EARLY HISTORY 

Stirring Incidents From Eventful Days 
In the First Settlements In North­

ern Part of County. 
The pas&ing of Louis Larson, 

whose obituary appears*on the first 
page of this paper, marks the close 
of a notable career, closely knit with 
the pioneer development of the north­
ern part of the county. Mr. Larson 
first explored the Crow river valley 
noi-th of Green Lake and founded 
New London on the falls. A few ex­
tracts from the biography given this 
worthy pioneer in the Illustrated His­
tory of Kandiyohi county will be read 
with interest at this time. 

"Louis Larson was born at Roste-
by, Bollnas parish, Halsingland, 
Sweden, June 23, 1836. He was the 
oldest son of Peter Larson, who was 
born in the same parish Aug. 5, 1814, 
and who died at New London, Kan­
diyohi county. Nov. 4, 1889. The 
maiden name of the mother was 
Christine Olsdotter, and she was born 
at Bobergs, Rbsteby parish, Halsing­
land, Sweden, Oct. 1, 1815. She died 
April 14. 1876, at Nest Lake. Louis 
was given a limited amount of 
schooling in the public schools at 
Bollnas. 

Thirteen Weeks on Sea. 
"Louis was sixteen years of age 

when the family emigrated to Am­
erica. The party left Giifle, Sweden, 
July 18, 1852. They embarked upon 
the sailing vessel "Briggen Marie," 
and after tossing about upon the 

snow had fallen. Tying some of the 
rags saved from the fire upon his 
person as a protection from the cold, 
he made his way back to the Nest 
Lake cabin, where the good mother, 
who was opposed to having her first 
born spending his time alone up in 
the wilderness, pointed to the mishap 
as a warning from Providence not to 
continue his camp life up in the tim­
ber. He secured another outfit, how­
ever, and was soon back up the river 
again. The next season he was suc­
cessful in trapping twelve otters, be­
sides a large quantity of smaller fur-
bearing animals. He realized the pos­
sibility of utilizing the fall in the riv­
er for power with which to run mills, 
and took steps to secure title to the 
land. In 1861 he built a cabin about 
where Joseph Estrem's barn is now 
located. Early in the year 1862 he 
released his first claim in favor of 
Samuel Stoner, who located there, 
and together they projected the build­
ing of a dam and mill. The work was 
begun, a dam built and the frame­
work for the sawmill erected, when 
the Indian troubles began. 

Experiences in Outbreak. 
Mr. Larson was at the place of 

Charles Payson at Monticello when 
the news reached him of the Indian 
massacre. He started at once for 
Forest City by way of Clearwater. 
On the way he met the fugitives from 
Nest Lake and vicinity, finding his 

The Late Louis Larson of New London With His Grandson, Louis Lawson 

North Sea and Atlantic for three 
months were finally landed at New 
York October 24th. They continued 
their trip by steamer to Albany j by 
rail to Buffalo; by steamer to De­
troit; by rail to Chicago; then again 
by steamer to Green Bay, Wis. This 
last boat proved a very poor one, and 
the voyage was a perilous one. They 
finally arrived at their destination at 
Waupaca, Wis., November 20th. In 
this vicinity the family lived for five 
years. In 1857 they determined to 
go to the Territory of Minnesota to 
find a future home. A claim was tak­
en near St. Peter, where they re­
mained about two years. The loca­
tion did not quite suit them, however, 
and in the summer of 1858 Mr. Lar­
son, in company with some others, 
made a trip up into Monongalia 
county. They were favorably im­
pressed with the locality, and in the 
following summer the family moved 
there and settled on a claim near 
Nest Lake, where the son, Nels, now 
resides. 

Life as Trapper. 
"In the fall following their arrival 

at their new home Louis began trap­
ping, an occupation which he suc­
cessfully followed several seasons. 
On his expeditions up the stream 
along Crow river, from where it flows 
into Nest Lake, he discovered the 
falls in section 10. The region all 
about where the beautiful little vill­
age of New London now lies was then 
covered with a derive growth of hazel 
brush and popple trees, making it 
nearly impossible for one to force a 
passage through the same. In the 
spring of 1860 he was camping near 
the falls. After a day's hard tramp, 
he rolled up into his blankets and was 
soon asleep. He was awakened by 
the burning of his tent, which had in 
some manner been ignited from his 
camp fire. He lost his entire camp 
outfit, even his clothes having been 
partially burned from him. The 
weather had turned bitterly cold, and 
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Select your presents now while the assortments are at the best. If you do not wish to take them home yet we will 

gladly put them aside for you till Christmas. Our stock is very large and well selected, and 
we feel sure we can please both as to price and quality. 

FURS I 
For a substantial gift nothing 

is more appreciated than a 
Fur Neckpiece and Muff to 
match. We have good as­
sortment ranging in price * C A A A 
from $6.00 to t)0U.UU 

LADIES' NECKWEAR 
A new line just arrived in pretty C A*% 

gift boxes, 25c and 9 U C 

HOSIERY 
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Extra good quality, all silk in £ 1 A A 
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LADIES' AUTO SCARFS AND VEILS 

Silk and knit. All colors and styles, 
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MEN'S FURNISHINGS 

Table Damask by the 
yard, 35c to $1.50 per yd. 

Men's Shirts, all styles 
at $1.00 

Napkins to match at from $1.50 
to $4.'00 

HANDSOME NECKTIES 

HANDKERCHIEFS 
Our line of fancy and plain handker­

chiefs is by far the largest we have 
ever shown and the price way below 
competition. All linen hemstitched 
handkerchiefs only 
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and 
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own folks among them. The night 
was stormy, and the settlers stopped 
at a schoolhouse near Clearwater, 
where shelter was found for the wo­
men and children inside of the build­
ing and for the men and boys under 
the same upon the sand. On reach­
ing Clearwater the next day it was 
decided to proceed to St. Cloud. They 
had gone but a short distance when 
they met a mounted man, hatiess and 
with a gun in hand, gesticulating 
wildly and shouting for them to turn 
back. He said St. Cloud was being 
destroyed by fire, and the inhabitants 
were either massacred or had fled. 
The man was plainly demented, for 
w.hen he reached Clearwater he jump­
ed into the ferry boat and shot him­
self after reaching the other shore of 
the river. 

Acted as Scout. 
After some hesitation Louis Lar­

son was sent to scout and learn the 
true situation at St. Cloud, as the 
settlers were slow to believe that that 
town had been taken. He found the 
place safe as yet from any attack 
from the Indians, but the inhabitants 
were very much wrought up over the 
events of the foregoing days, and 
were making active preparations for 
defense. The Nest Lake settlers ar­
rived in St. Cloud without further in­
cident. About eight or ten days after 
their arrival at St. Cloud Rev. An­
drew Jackson organized a party to 
go out and gather up the cattle and 
household effects which had been left 
behind in the haste to find a place of 
safety. Mr. Larson joined this com­
pany of about twenty men, and, as 
nearly as he can remember at this 
time, nearly forty-two years after­
wards, the following were the mem­
bers of the party: Andrew Thomp­
son, John Thompson, Thomas Thomp­
son, John Peterson, Peter E. Peter­
son, Gustaf Nelson, John Nelson, 
Nels Viren, Louis Lorentzon, Magnus 

as Johnson, John Swenson, John Lar­
son, Samuel Stoner, Peter Larson, 
Sr., and Rev. Andrew Jaekson. The 
men were mounted and had with them 
four wagons. 

The company came by way of 
Paynesville and Mount Tom to Nest 
lake. Before proceeding farther it 
was thought advisable to send out 
scouts. Ole Dahl and Louis Larson 
were detailed to this duty, and in­
structed to reconnoiter in the direc­
tion of Columbia at Green Lake. They 
had proceeded but a short distance 
when they heard a great noise and 
shouting in the direction of the prai­
rie south of Green lake. They cau­
tiously made their way to the edge 

were given to move southward. 

Pillaged New Sweden Homes. 
Nels. A. Viren, who was one of 

the party, was very anxious to recov­
er some gold coin (several hundred 
dollars), which he had kept in the 
cellar of his house, and which he had 
no opportunity to secure before the 
flight was begun. When his House 
was reached (located where the Br­
ick Olson home now stands) he has­
tened to his cellar. He found the 
earthen floor disturbed, fresh dirt 
having been thrown up, and the old 
gentleman gave up in despiar. He 
was prevailed upon to continue the 
search for his money on the theory 

The Old Saw Mill Built by Larson & Stoner in 1867, Fifty-five years ago. 

of the timber near Columbia and saw 
a great force of Indians moving over 
the hills in an eastwardly direction 
with a large drove of horses and cat­
tle. It is thought that this was the 
force of Indians which attacked 
Captain Whitcomb's force near For­
est City and drove Strout's command 
from Acton. The scouts hurried back 
to their party. Captain Jackson rea­
soned that as the Indians had just 
come through the vicinity around 

Anderson, John Backlund, Ole Dahl, I Eagle lake it was now safe for his 
William Whitney, Louis Larson, Jon-1 party to venture there, and orders 

that some animal might be respon­
sible for the disturbance of the 
earthen floor. The deposit was found, 
to the great joy of the owner. 

At the place of Andrew Lorent-
son they found that the Indians had 
mixed feathers with the wheat in the 
bin. In the -cellar was found the 
body of the faithful dog that had 
been killed, and everything in the 
cabin had been turned topsy-turvy. 
Near this place, while proceeding to­
wards Long Lake, Captain Jackson 
halted his company. After recon-

noitering he announced that there 
was a large number of Indians ahead. 
He ordered his men to prepare for an 
attack, proceed cautiously, and "with 
the help of God" kill as many of the 
enemy as possible before they them­
selves should fall. It proved a false 
alarm, as the smoking camp fires 
which the captain had seen were sim­
ply what remained of the last camp 
of the Indians seen the day before. 
The carcasses and remains of cattle, 
hogs and chickens were strewn about 
the camp. 

After proceeding a short distance 
there was another alarm. This time 
the captain had discovered two In­
dians sure, and plans were made to 
secure their scalps without fail. The 
supposed Indians proved to be two 
large sand-hill cranes, whose move­
ments in the tall grass had deceived 
the captain. ,v 

I Gruesome Discoveries. 
j When near Twin lakes, a eoat was 
found with a bullet hole through it. 
In a pocket of the coat was found a 
letter addressed to Ole Olson (Hau-
gen), one of the settlers of the vicin­
ity. The company searched the tim­
ber and brush for the body. They 
finally found the remains floating up­
on the water of West Twin lake. He 
had been shot through the breast, and 
had stuffed grass between his 6hirt 
and body in the hope of staying the 
flow of blood. It is assumed that he 
had made his way to the water in 
order to seek relief from his suffer­
ing, and had expired there. It is, fur­
ther assumed that he was upon his 
way from his claim in section 32 of 
what is now Dovre township to the 
post office at Burdick's place, for the 
purpose of getting his mail, when he 
was overtaken by the Indians. The 
remains were buried upon the lake 
shore under the shade of an oak. 

West of Eagle lake they found the 
body of Carl Peter Jonason, the 
father of Carl Carlson, who was kill­
ed near Erickson's cabin. The old 
gentleman had been killed in the 
meadow. He had refused to join the 
people at the Erickson cabin upon 

that eventful evening of August 20, 
and had spent the night at his home 
an the old townsite of Fullerville. It 
is assumed that he was on his way to 
join the people at the cabin in the 
morning when he was killed by the 
savages. 

Near Erickson's cabin they found 
the body of Carl Carlson, that had 
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An early portrait of Louis Larson. 

been buried in the potato patch where 
he was shot, partly uncovered. It 
was again interred. 

While camping at night at Lar­
son's claim at Nest Lake, the party 
had another scare. One of the sen­
tinels gave the alarm by discharging 
his rifle, and was certain that he had 
seen an Indian in the nearby corn­
field. The corn patch was surround­
ed and orders were given to close in. 
A harmless gray mare was captured. 

The company saw no more of the 
Indians, and gathering what stock 
they could find, about a hundred head 
of cattle and ten or twelve horses, 
and what Household goods they could 
carry, returned to St. Cloud. Some 
of the settlers remained at St. Cloud, 
others moved down the river to St. 
Paul and Minneapolis and finally 

scattered among friends and rela­
tives in the southeastern counties un­
til the frontier again became safe 
from marauding redskins. A num­
ber of the Eagle lake settlers never 
returned to live upon their claims, 
but located permanently in Goodhue 
and neighboring counties. 

During the two years following the 
Larsons lived at Minneapolis. 

Back at New London. 
[n April, 1865, Mr. Larson was 

back at New London, where he filed 
on a homestead adjoining the town-
site and built a house. In company 
with Mr. Stoner, Mr.' Larson com­
pleted the erection of the dam and 
sawmill. Along in the summer of 
Lb66 Mr. Stoner sold his share in the 
mill enterprise to Willis Bisset. Along 
about this time Mr. Larson's sister, 
Martha, later Mrs. O. F. Sperry, kept 
house for him, and prepared the vic­
tuals for the hard-working7 men. at 
the embryo village. Among the guests 
whom they entertained during the 
\ear was Gov. W. R. Marshall, who 
t'nme up in the fall. With Mr. Lar­
son he went to hunt deer. He was 
stationed at a point abont a Mock 
north of where the public school 
building now stands, while Mr. Lar­
son went to scare up the deer. In a 
very short time the deer came, Gov­
ernor Marshall's firearm was dis­
charged, and when Mr. Larson ar> 
rived he found a fine specimen. o:f 

of Adams, Larson & Sperry for -
twelve or thirteen years. After Mr. 
Adams' deatfo the widow sold her in­
terest to Swenson & Broberg. In 1892 
Johnson & Pimxey purchased the mill 
property, and Mr. Larson retired 
from the business. 

Mr. Larson had;acquired some fine 
farm property in Green Lake town­
ship, and in 1884 ;and '85 lived upon 
the same. Later'heboid this farm to 
J. M. Spicer. He later acquired some 
lands in Grant county. In 1902 Mr. . 
Larson built a ihandsome brick resi­
dence upon his old homestead on a 
site which over*«©ks the-picturesque , 
village of New Lcudon in ^ u p b u i l d - -
ing of which he ba» been such; an im- r 
portant factor. l a t h e course of.time \ 
he has held a number of positions,of 
trust in the township and village, and -
was postmaster of 23iew London for * -
twelve years.- , j« 

Public Spirited Gentleman ' v > ; 
Anyone who ever >liye4 *t New. ^ -

London will never forget jthe genial -Z 
and big-hearted gentleman, who was • 
•always to be found in :the foremost %J* 
rank of those looking for'the welfare ;V:~ 
of the community. The name .of C ;̂7 
Louis Larson is almost synonymous -">?) 
-with that of New London. After he - ^ 
retired from active business, he stijl ^ l 
loved to linger around the village, and.. |z^ 
was always glad to find a good lis- ^ - ^ j t % £ f e 
tener. He was a good story teller, ;J^Vi^l^lfL 
and the stirring times of his young ^$tMC0^ 

deer in its death 'Struggle in the {manhood furnished a never-ending 
brush, while the governor was beside I fund of tales. Some of these we have 

-•*•£ <>srJ-5 

himself in his ecstasy of having shot I 
his first deer. 

Builds the Mills. ' 
In the spring of 1867 the null dam 

was washed out. Bisset sold his* in-] 
terest to C. J. Sperry and William 
Wright. Mr. Larson sold half of his: 

interest to Samuel Adams. The new! 
firm repaired the dam, and, in addi­
tion to the sawmill, erected a grist' 
mill with three pairs of b u n s . Work 
upon the latter was begus in Octo­
ber of 1867 and the mill began grind­
ing Feb. 15, 1868. In 1870 Wright 
sold his interest to Adams. The bus 
iness prospered under ihb firm name 

5 eJi^F®zl€i 

recounted in abbreviated form in the 
above. The approaching fiftieth an- . 
niversary of the Indian outbreak 
makes the old -Indian stories of thep* 
early pioneers of exceptional inter­
est at this time. We will close this 
article with one of Mr. Larson's nar­
ratives of an adventure the young 
men of Nest Lake had with the. In­
dians in 1861. -.,,̂  • 
Ax An Indian t h r y . ^ * # 
-""In the spring of 1861 a party 'ef-v^i^-i*^, 

Sioux pitched their camp near'LakSMfiF^M^ 
Henderson between the Nest L a k e ^ > | ^ ^ ^ ' 
and) Eagle Lake settlements. T h e y M % J t k 

_A (Continued on page 14 ) 
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