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FIRST M. E. , 
Regular services next Sunday as us

ual. 
Christmas tree and program on eve

ning of Christmas Day, beginning at 
eight o'clock. 

t t t 
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCIENTIST. 
Subject: "Is the Universe, Includ

ing Man Evolved by Atomic Force?" 
Sunday service 10:45 a. m. 
Wednesday at 8:00 p. m. 
&U are welcome to these services, 

t t 1 
SWEDISH MISSION. 

There will be services next Sunday 
at 10:45 for morning worship and 7:30 
evening services. Sunday school at 
9:30. 

Prayermeeting this evening (Wed
nesday) at 7:30. 

Lutfisk supper next Thursday eve
ning from 5 o'clock on. Everybody 
is welcome to these services. 

t t t 
OAK PARK M. E. 

No services next Sunday owing to 
absence of pastor. 

Services Christmas morning at 11 
a. m., and at Kandiyohi three o'clock. 
Sunday school festival takes place at 
7:30 p. m. Christmas Day. 

The Young People's Society of Oak 
Park will have a social Dec. 30th at 8 
o'clock p. m. A program will be ren
dered and a candy sale will follow. 

t * t 
SWEDISH M. E. 

Our midweek prayer service Thurs
day evening at 7:30. 

Next Sunday services at usual time. 
Sunday school at 10, morning worship 
at 11, Epworth League at 7 p. m., eve
ning worship at 7:45. 

A week from Thursday (Christmas 
Day) "Julotta" in the morning at 6 
o'clock. In the evening the Children's 
Christmas program will be rendered. 

To all our services a hearty wel
come. * 

t t t 
LUTHERAN FREE. 

Prayer meeting Thursday evening. 
Services next Sunday at 11 a. m. 

and 7:45 p. m. 
Sunday school at 12:15 and Bible 

Class at 7. 
Several of the young people will 

take part in the evening service. 
WANTED—A boy 16 years old or 

more to work in bakery and deliver. 
Steady work for right party. Call at 

TalfiFs Bak~ery. i(JT 

t M 
BETHEL LUTHERAN. 

Services next Sunday evening at 
7:30 o'clock. Rev. S. Pearson of 
Chicago will preach. 

Midweek services t o m o r r o w 
(Thursday) evening. 

The male chorus meets Thursday 
evening, and the choir Sunday after
noon at 2:30 o'clock. 

Early morning services (Julotta) 
Christmas morning at six o'clock. 
Children's festival on evening of 
Christmas Day, at 7:30. 

i n 
NORW. LUTH. SYNOD. 

Next Sunday no services at the 
Willmar church in the forenoon. Sun
day school at 10:30 a. m. English 
evening services at 7:30. Services 
with communion at the Solomon Lake 
church at 10:30 a. m. Prof. O. E. 
Brandt will preach. 

Christmas Day services at the Will-
mar church at 10:30 a. m. 

Services at the Solomon Lake 
church Dec. 26 at 10:30 a. m. 

The Christmas tree exercises will 
be held at the Willmar church Dec. 
26 at 7:30 p. m. 

t t * 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN. 

Christmas services will be held at 
this church Sabbath morning and 
evening. 

Morning worship and sermon at 
10:30 o'clock. 

Anthem by the choir, entitled, 
"What mean those Holy Voices," by 
Wilson. 

Evening service at 7:30 o'clock. 
Program. 

Organ Voluntary, by Mrs. F. G. 
Handy. 

Processional by the large chorus 
choir, "The Herald Angels Sing." 

Hymn. 
Scripture Reading. 
Anthem, "And There Were Shep

herds/' (Holy Night.) 
Prayer. 
Offering and Announcements. 
Anthem, "Shine, O Star." 
Christmas sermon. „., 
Prayer. 
Benediction. 
The whole evening service will be 

devoted to the magnifying of the won
drous fact of the birth of the Christ 
Child. All are most cordially invited. 

KANDIYOHI COUNTY 
AT THE VERY TOP 

Com Exhibits Win Two First 
Prizes at the Big Show 

at Morris. 
Kandiyohi county won the distinc

tion of winning two first prizes at the 
Corn Show at Morris last week. Her
man Tallackson, the young progres
sive farmer living three miles east 
of Willmar won first prize for the 
best ten ears of white dent shown at 
the exposition. This is no small hon
or, considering that the show was so 
large and representative. Mr. Tal
lackson was urged to exhibit his corn 
by County Agent Poe, who had an 
opportunity to inspect the corn on 
the place. Mr. Tallackson decided 
finally to do this, not thinking that 
he would win a prize. As it turned 
out, his was the best white dent in 
the whole show, and it lay between 
his corn and the winner of the yellow 
corn prize, who should get the grand 
sweepstakes prize of a Playford Ce
ment Silo. This was finally awarded 
to the Appleton man. If anyone 
thinks good seed has but little to do 
with raising good corn, let them con
sider that the acre from which Mr. 
Tallackson raised his prize corn was 
planted with ten ears of prize corn 
which he purchased from John Ahl-
strom, paying five dollars for same. 
Mr. Tallackson will also get the first 
prize for the best corn exhibited from 
Kandiyohi county from the Willmar 
Commercial Club. 

Another first prize captured by 
Kandiyohi county was that for the 
best bushel of corn in the boys' acre 
yield contest, by Paul Norling of 
Svea. The Norling boys are taking 
much interest in improved farming 
and that they get results is testified 
to by the number of prizes they carry 
off in different corn shows. Paul will 
get a free week's trip to the State 
Fair next fall with all expenses paid 
for winning this prize at Morris. 

We noticed other Kandiyohi exhib
its marked for prizes, but have not 
been able as yet to get a complete 
list of the awards. 

Willmar was well represented at 
-the Morris, show -on^alL the -days. 
Friday morning, when the editor 
made his visit, there were about 
twenty persons who boarded the 
special train at Willmar and it was 
crowded before Morris was reached. 
We stayed over until Saturday to vis
it with the Seventh District editors 
and enjoyed a visit at the West Cen
tral Minnesota Agricultural farm, 
where courtesies were Bhown us by 
Supt. E. C. Higbie. As usual the 
newspaper boys had an interesting 
time and the Morris brethren were 
splendid hosts. Atty. R. C. Ronken, 
who attended the meeting several 
days has written a report of the same 
which appears in another column. 

O B I T U A R Y 
MRS. KAREN OSTENSON. 

* The ranks and file of our early set
tlers is fast growing less as the angel 
of death has again taken one of our 
pioneers. 

Mrs. Karen Ostenson was called 
from her earthly home, on the morn
ing of December 4th, at the age of 
nearly 82 years, in the faith of her 
Saviour. 

The family imigrated from Oster-
dalen, Norway, in the spring of 1868 
and came direct to the town of Arc-
tander and the following year settled 
on a homestead in section 26 in said 
town, where the deceased has lived 
with her husband, who died twenty-
five years ago last Christmas. 

About four months ago she received 
a light stroke of paralysis from which 
she never recovered and has been 
obliged to stay in bed all the time. 
She was unable to use her left hand 
and foot but kept her consciousness 
and talked until death came, and re
lieved her. 

The funeral was held on the 8th. 
Short services were held at the 
house. The remains were laid to rest 
in the West Lake cemetery by the 
side of her daughter-in-law. Rey. 
Sund officiated both at the house and 
at the church. 

She leaves to mourn her death, two 
sons, Andrew who lives in St. Paul 
and Hakon, living on the old farm, 
besides five grand children. The pall 
bearers were E. Gunderson, L. J. Hen-
jum, Ole Hjelle, G. F. Nordin S. 
A. Syverson and M. Gjelhaug. 

—Contributed. 

JOHN H. STAUFFER. 
The sad news was received today 

that John H. Stauffer, pioneer of Bur-
bank township, died at Milaca yester
day, Dec. 16. The funeral will oc
cur next Friday afternoon at Burbank 
and will be conducted by the Masonic 
fraternity. A complete obituary not
ice will be published next week. 

The deceased was born in Wayne 
county, Ohio, Aug. 25, 1835; married 
Ella M. Hudson, who died five or six 
years ago; served in Co. A of the 47th 
111. Inf. in the Civil war; came to Bur-
bank May 20, 1865, where he lived for 
many years until he retired from 
farming. He might be considered as 
the father of the Burbank settlement 
of Eastern-born people, and was post
master at Burbank for thirty years. 

ALICE GUSTAFSON. 
Alice, the 4-year-old daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Axel Gustafson, 11th St. and 
Ella ave., passed away after a linger
ing illness Sunday efenlng. t h e child 
had been ill for about seven weeks. 
A week ago pneumonia set in and 
was the immediate cause of death. 
Besides the parents, one sister and 
five brothers mourn the loss of a lov
ing daughter and sister. The funeral 
will be held tomorrow (Thursday) at 
11 o'clock a. m. at the house. Inter
ment at the Fairview cemetery, Rev. 
Ostling officiating. 

DAIRY COW C0NTE8T 

State Agricultural Society to 8elect 
Minnesota Grand Champion Dairy 

Cow By Six-Months Contest.-
For $500 in Prizes. '' > 

V 

The Minnesota State Agricultural 
Society, recognizing the importance 
of the Dairy cow in the development 
of the state, has decided to conduct 
a milch cow contest, based upon in
dividual conformation, net value of 
butter fat, and skim milk product in; 
a six-months' test.' - 7> < 

The premiums range from $20 to! 
$125, aggregating $500 per year. The' 
six-months' test may begin any time 
after November 1, 1913, provided it* 
is completed by August 1, 1914. All 
entries must be filed at the beginning 
of the test, with J. C. Simpson, Secre
tary Minnesota State Agricultural So
ciety, Hamline, Minn., who will for
ward blanks and full information. 

Competition is open only to regis
tered cows two year old or over at 
the beginning of the test, and they 
must be owned and kept continually, 
in Minnesota during the six-months' 
period. 

"If sufficient interest is shown in 
this contest, similar premiums will be 
offered at the Minnesota State Fair 
of 1915, upon the basis of a twelve 
months' test to be completed any 
time between August 1, 1914, and 
August 1, 1915. 

"Cows entered at the Minnesota 
State Fair of 1914, under the six-
months' test may. complete their 
year's record and shall be eligible to 
compete at the Minnesota State Fair 
of 1915." 

For Rules and Regulations for the 
Grand Champion Dairy Contest, and 
all necessary blanks for keeping rec
ords, etc., address: J. C. Simpson, 
Secretary Minnesota State Agricul
tural Society, Hamline, Minnesota. 

Osseo Society's Entertainment. 
An entertainment will be given- by 

the Osseo Society of the Willmar 
Seminary, Friday evening, December 
19th. The program will consist of 
two farce comedies, music, recitations 
and the Osseo Twister, and will com
mence at 7:30 p. m. An admission 
fee of fifteen cents will be charged. 
Everybody welcome. 

—On Dec. 11 the neighbors and 
friends made ' an uninvited call on 
Mrs. O. H. Eckdahl on Second street, 
the occasion being her .hirttod^y^ ̂ As 
a token of friendship the party left a 
nice Memento for her to' remember5 

them by. 

—W. C. Thompson made a business 
trip to Willmar on Monday afternoon. 
—Maynard News. 

ORNAMENTAL STREET 
LIGHTS ARE LIGHTED 

Electric Current Turned On 
Night on White Ways on 

Third aud Fifth. 
Willmar City put on metropolitan 

airs last night, when the new orna
mental street lights on Third and 
Fifth streets were lighted for the first 
time. Fifth street, especially, with 
its full quota of light posts from Pa
cific avenue to the Court House, looks 
fine. These beautiful lights give an 
added charm to evening ante-Christ
mas shopping. Too bad that Fourth 
street might not also have been sim
ilarly lighted at the same time. It is 
to be hoped that the business men on 
Fourth street will get together soon 
on the proposition and complete the 
system. 

The new lights were turned on with
out any fuss or public doings which 
have characterized similar occasions 
in neighboring towns. 

MRS. O. A. HAGEN. 
The remains of Mrs. A. O. Hagen 

who died at Minneapolis the fore
part of the week were brought here 
today to the home of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Johnson, just 
south of town. The cause of her 
death was typhoid fever. Services 
will be held from the Swedish M. E. 
church, Saturday afternoon, Dec. 
13th—Belgrade Tribune. 

—John Enander, a Mamre farmer, 
sold two steers one day last week for 
which he received $161.25. 

—David Patten of Pipestone was 
here on business Thursday. 
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Receives New Members. 
Last Sunday was a big day at the 

Bethel Lutheran church of this city. 
Communion services were held in the 
morning, at which fifteen communi
cant members were received into the 
church. They were the following: 

Mr. Per Perfion. 
Mrs. Elna Person. 
Mr. Carl Johan Nelson. 
Mrs. Anna Christina Nelson. 
Miss Hilda Cecelia Carlson. 
Mr. Otto Carlson. 
Mr. Karl John Albin Swenson. 
Mrs. Hilda Carolina Swenson. 

Children: Mabel Signe Evaline. 
Carl Herald Reuben. 
Ruth Carolina Ingeborg 

Mr. Charles Johnson. ~ 
Mr. Albin Wahlstrand. 
Mr. John Oscar Anderson. 
Mrs. Olivia Anderson. 
Dr. Carl Enfrid Anderson. 
Mrs. Anna Olivia Anderson. 

Child: Minerva Margerie Estelle. 
Mr. Carl Anderson. 
In the evening special English ser

vices were held for the children, at 
which the Sunday school attended in 
a body. Rev. Pearson prefaced his 
sermon with some interesting re
marks regarding the importance at
tached to the religious training of the 
children in the history of the church 
as well as in Old Testament times. 
The program was carried out as pub
lished last week. The Bethel church 
edifice is proving too small for the in
creasing attendance. 

Xmas! 
NOTHING BETTER FOR CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS T H A N 

Photographs 
One Photograph Calendar given Free with a 

, dozen cabinets or larger, until Xmas at 

ELKJER & STOLL 
'PhOK 4M . Upstairs Bcrlness * Fclcraoa 

Norway Lake People Wed. 
Two wellknown Norway Lake 

young people were married at the 
Synod parsonage at Willmar yester
day afternoon, when Mr. Casper 
Skindelien, and Miss Theoline Paave 
rud were made man and wife, Rev. J. 
N. Andersen reading the service. The 
bride was prettily attired in white. 
The bridal pair was attended by Mel 
vin Skare and Minnie Skindelien. 

SUCCESS 
IN 
LIFE 

Is a matter of good 
business methods on the 
part of individuals as well 
as of those engaged in 
mercantile pursuits. 

A Bank account 
broadens the vision . and 
establishes a familiarity 
with methods w h i c h 
blaze the way success-
ward. 

Not all will find it 
expedient to carry a 
checking account, but 
every one should have 
a savings account as the 
first step to success. The 
opportunity is yours at 
the Kandiyohi County 
Bank. 

Kandiyohi County 
„ Bank 

t l PRICE 5 CENTS l i f ^ ^ f ^ m i M B E B ^ " ^ 
tt \ /High 8chooi Notes. * 
; 'The* second literary program was 

given last .Tuesday evening, all parts. 
^Were well given, and was successful 
as a whole.;'~\ A > >, " ;;'-
z Boy: Whose paper? 
£ Miss Lange: I should think you'd 
%now,~ Ralph's writing is as kinky as 
$ils hair. 

:^The Domestic Science girls will 
rave a candy sale Friday afternoon 
>t 3:30. 

jr-jiAmy: I^writ-my experiment twice, 
i The American History ^class took 
their test in the assembly room Fri
day as Mr. Foster was attending the 
dedication of the new public school 
it Kandiyohi. 
|What was the matter with Nellie 
Saturday night. Easy telling. 

The tournament last Saturday 
ight was not very well attended. The 
unior Freshie girls won against the 
lenior Sophomores and the Sopho-
ore Freshman boys won against the 
enter Juniors. - -, -
From Hazel's actions she must 
ant a new sash. 
Skating must have interfered with 
ssons judging from the results. 
Muriel Anderson was absent Tues-
y on account of illness. 

3 Altho Vivian has a front seat she 
1J8 very_fond of whispering. 
J, Some at the American History pu-
•Us had the pleasure of standing in 
l i e corner Tuesday. 
(George. Madison was absent from 
abhool last week. 
I'Aasta Knutson has quit High 
school. 
| Ruth DeLa Hunt will not be able to 
i*turn to school until after Christ
mas. 
f On Friday vacation begins, hurrah 

>r two weeks' vacation! 

But 
?> SEMINARY NQTE8. 
i This week we have our test, 
next week we'll take a rest. 
pQuite a number attended the social 
at Pennock last Friday night. Some 
i#ent by train and the others, thanks 
to good roads and weather, went by 
auto, team or foot,' Everyone had a 
fine time. 
;.Notice—Read the Osseo program 

for next Friday night, and then decide 
to come. 
I Next Friday afternoon there will be 
4 basket ball game between some 
Minneapolis players and some of ours, 
|rho "should Jink dey .should like to 
tfT«" 
£ Reported—A conflict between skat

ing and exams. 
iRussel t)urran was seen up at the 

Seminary last week. 
tfp^ttt^lake -seems to have beenrthe 
Eppp|r place for the feet the last 

*dayB. 

OSSEO SOCIETY 
Public Program by Seminary Friday 

Evening, Dec. 19, 8 O'clock. 
Piano duet 

Misses Grindeland and Boyd 
Recitation' Beatrice Babcock 
Vocal solo Ruth Merryman 
Dialog The Photographer 
Song Mixed Chorus 
Recitation Myrtle Andersen 
Osseo Twister. 
Song Boys' Glee Club 
Dialog Christmas Chimes 

Admission 15c. 

~i . Posi Office Will Be Open. -
For the purpose of expediting" the 

delivery of Christmas mail, the Will
mar Post Office will be open Sunday 
next, Dec. 21,' from 9 till 10 a. m. 
Mail will be delivered to patrons 
from the general delivery and car
riers' windows between the hours 
named. 

On Christmas day the delivery 
windows will be open from 8 till 11 
a. m. and from 2 till 3 p. m. Parcel 
Post mail will be delivered by a spec
ial substitute carrier during the fore
noon of Christmas day. 

-ALTON CROSBY, P. M. 
The Luce Line. 

Particulars of Tragic Death. 
The Olivia Times publishes the fol

lowing additional particulars of the 
manner in which the tragic death of 
Derk Vos took place, in town of Rose-
land, Dec. 5. 

"It appears the boy, upon return
ing from school, went to the pasture 
to drive home his pet calf and, child 
fashion, he fastened one end of a 
rope to the calf's tail and tied the 
other end around his waist.-The calf 
evidently ran across fields for a con
siderable distance, dragging the boy 
over the rough ground and through 
fences until the rope broke. When 
the boy did not return in the evening 
the family became alarmed and began 
a search for him. Later the neigh
bors turned out to join in the search 
and at about 9 o'clock p. m. the body 
was found lying against a tree, life 
having been extinct-several hours. A 
broken piece of the rope was found 
around the boy's waist and a shorter 
piece was found tied to the calf's tail. 
Several bones were found to be bro
ken in the body which indicated that 
the body had been dragged a long dis
tance." 

Married in Arizona. 
The marriage of E. H. Larson, son 

of Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Larson of this 
place, to Miss Mildred Birdno, takes 
place at Phoenix, Ariz., next Tuesday, 
Dec. 18. Harry is manager of an 
ice, butter and cream factory at Saf-
ford, Ariz. His friends here wish him 
happiness and prosperity. 

Lutfisk Supper. 
A lutfisk supper will be served in 

the basement of Eagle Lake church, 
Wednesday, Dec. 31. Supper will be 
served from 5 o'clock until 9 o'clock 
p. m. A program will then be ren
dered, after which the New Year will 
be watched in. 

Eagle Lake Y. P. S. 
The Y. P. S. of the Eagle Lake 

church will serve a "ludfisk" supper 
in the church basement Wednesday, 
December 31. A program will be giv
en after the supper. 

Rag Ball Social. 
There will be a Rag Ball social and 

Christmas tree entertainment in Diet. 
90, Dec. 22, at 7:30 sharp. Everybody 
come. " ' ' ' 

Mabel McKenzie, Teacher. 

UNCLE SILAS SAVED I 
: FROM RAD GROUCH 

How Aunt Malindy Manages to 
Infuse Christmas Spirit 

: Info Her Man. : 

OLD UNCLE WAS "OFF FEED" 
Had Lost Interest in Public Affairs; 

Resigned from School Board; Even 
Cut Out the Cor-
ner Store; Criti-
aized Church So
cials; -Even En
dorsed Scrooge.— 
But Malindy Gives 
Him a piece of 
Her Mind, and 
Uncle Silas' Philo
sophy Comes to 
Hie Rescue.—In
vests in Christmas 
Presents which He 
Hides in Haymow 
—Writes Rhyme 
With Assistance 

of Deacon Doolittle. 

(By Eben E. Lawson.) 

Wlllm M i n n . 

—Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hanson of 
Oraceville stopped) here to visit a.t the 
E. W. Hanson home Friday ana) Sat
urday on their way home from the 
Corn and Alfalfa show at Morris. 
They spent Sunday with friends at 
Atwater. 

—Florence Magnuson, Stella and 
Martin Hanson spent Sunday at Kan
diyohi. 

^£"f^& 

B. J. BBAJrTQV, M. »., 
Burg-eon in Charge 

x. T. roBKaass, v.,»., 
Assrstartt Physician 

Bea. T*L X4> SQO 

The Willmar Hospital 
Cor. Becker Ave. and Fourth St 

•Bra. Jane McDonald, Supt. of Nurses 
"" ~ ',s • Calling* Honraj 8 to4 -
- . \ Prtvata T«L B*." Ho. lsa > 
Private hospital for the care and 

,, treatment of all non-conta*-. , 
l-*i\/'- ious diseases. -V*v*T'>.7j 

' nyateUuw Ofloe Xourit 
1-4*. 

Confirmation at Eagle Lake. 
Next Sunday, Dec. 21, confirmation 

services will be held in the Eagle 
Lake church, commencing at ,10:30 
o'clock. 

—Wm.- Eckblad of Spicer was in 
Willmar Saturday enroute for Roches
ter from which place he will accom
pany home his brother, Emil, who 
has been confined at the hospital there 
for three weeks. > 

—Prof. O. E. Brandt from Luther 
Seminary at Hamline will preach in 
Norwegian at the Solomon Lake 
church next Sunday forenoon and In 
English at the Synod church at Will
mar in the evening. - . . - , , , 

MAMRE 
. Mamre, Dec. 15—Mr. and Mrs. Otto 
Sell of Raymond were guests at the 
latter's sister's home, C G. Nelson's 
and other relatives from Saturday un
til Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Engen and 
Mrs. Lars Larson and daughter, Es
ther, of Lake Andrew, spent Sunday 
at George Larson's. 

Miss Emma Johnson of Svea is do
ing some dressmaking at George 
Hultin's this week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Kallevig of Will
mar visited at Edward Thonwald's 
Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gustaf Nordin of Lake 
^Andrew spent Sunday afternoon at N. 
Abrahamsotfsrr^'-H*- ^>«-^f •'----' 

Gunder Emberland and family visit
ed, friends and relatives in this vic
inity last week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aug. Peterson and 
Lars Ostlund were visitors at J. A. 
Erlandson's in Willmar Sunday. Mr. 
Erlandson is reported to be quite ill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Lofven pleasant
ly entertained a company of relatives 
and friends for dinner Sunday. 

Mrs. Andrew Olson returned home 
last Friday after visiting friends and 
relatives in Forman and Cayuga, N. 
Dak., for some time. 

Mr. and Mrs. August Lindgren and 
Mrs. A. J. Lindgren were guests at 
Albert Lindgren's in Kerkhoven Sun
day. 

Mr. Dave Ecklund came down from 
Glyndon, Minn., last week to attend 
the Reigstad-Ecklund wedding which 
took place on Sunday afternoon. He 
returned to Glyndon on Monday eve
ning. 

Mr. Otto Tengvall and several oth
ers from this town, attended the Corn 
and Alfalfa Exposition held in Morris 
last week. 

Mr. Peter Henderson of Spicer 
made a business trip to this vicinity 
this week. " 

Gustaf Danielson and family and 
Julius Larson's attended the Reigstad-
Ecklund wedding in Arctander last 
Sunday afternoon. 
, Anderson Bros, of Willmar put up a 

windmill at Swen Carlberg's last 
Monday. 

Mrs. Mary Lof, the aged mother of 
Mrs. J. O. Hagman, is reported to be 
quite low. -

'Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Johnson were 
guests at A. J. Erlandson's in Will
mar a few days of last week. 

The Lundby congregation will have 
a Christmas festival on the evening 
of Dec. 25th, beginning at 6 o'clock. 
The Salem congregation will have 
their Christmas festival'on the eve
ning of Dec. 26th, beginning at 6 o'
clock. 

Dr. Whitcombe, one of the state vet
erinarians, assisted by county agricul
tural agent Poe, vaccinated a bunch 
of hogs for Gust Rydeen last Satur
day. 

Miss Johanna Knutson, teacher in 
Success "school, Dist. 14, will spend 
her Christmas vacation at her home 
in Douglas county. 

Amos Abrahamson has invested in 
a 5 h. p. Indian motorcycle;" " ' -• > " 

the grouch wagon fer a long time. „, 
It's time you was comin' down' and ~S&^®& 

This world been't^gota'^-C^T 
A, 

< • ' • & 

-*, ~ « S l 
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. —Mrs. J. O. Hagman of Willmar, 
who was visiting at the home of her 
son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. A. Swanson of Minneapolis was 
called home Sunday on account of the 
serious illness of her mother, who 
stays at the Hagman home. i="v-v'„i 

It is most a coon's age now since 
ye heerd from yer Uncle Si. I don't 
know whether you keer much or not, 
and I reckon I wouldn-t taken my 
pen in hand to have writ this now 
if it hadn't been fer—Well, you see 
it's this way: 

During the past year or so I've been 
"off feed" as it were. Sort o' soured 
on the world in general and discour
aged over the holy mockery of our 
hull, so called, civilization. I'll be 
swan, I was a gettin' so I didn't take 
no stock in nothin' no how. I 
wouldn't attend no public doins. I 
didn't even attend the annual school 
meeting nor the town 'lection. 

Jest think on it! A town meetin' 
in Coon Creek town hall without yer 
uncle Si, who has held his fingers' 
on the pulse of Coon Creek town af
fairs fer these forty odd years! 

I had resigned from the school 
board, a position of responsibility I 
had held with honor fer 38 years. 

A reckon Malindy worried consider
ably about my state of mind. And 
when X goV~s6 ^&&°-*V last"that I 
wouldn't even go down to the store 
to smoke my pipe and talk politics 
with the boys, and when I even tried 
to stop the subscription on the Fire
side Companion, a magazine printed 
in Augusta, Maine, which I have kept 
these many years, by gum, I reckon 
she thought things was a gettin' in 
sech a bad way with me that some
thing must be done to lift me from 
the slough of despondency. 

So she set to work, like only a wo
man can, to devise ways and means 
I reckon. 

She would humor me and bake 
some of the finest pumpkin pies ye 
evei; mashed agin yer molars. But 
any revival condition of my spirits 
arising therefrom would not last 
much longer than the pies. 

One day she tried to coax me over 
to the Ladies' Aid coffee social over 
at Dan Whittaker's house, but I 
says, says I, "You women folks mean 
well enough as fer as that goes," says 
I, "but I 'low if things has got to that 
pint that the work of the church 
can't be carried on -cept thru the 
coffee and sandwich route, there must 
be something radically wrong. And 
I am getting tired of it all." 

"Well, whose fault is it?" says Ma
lindy. "Wasn't we in need of a new 
front aisle carpet fer the church fer 
years? And you pillers (?) never 
done a thing toward gettin' a new 
one. Not even after Deacon Doolittle 
caught his foot in the tear of the old 
carpet one Sunday morning and 
lunged head first into the generous 
proportions of Grandma" Whittaker'a 
lap, spillin' the coppery contents of 
the contribution plate to the four 
ends of the.church edifice! No, there 
was no new carpet bought till us la
dies got up a chicken dinner. Then 
you men corned across with yer 
quarter 'cause you liked roast pullet 
so well. If there is anything 'radical
ly wrong, it's not with the coffee and 
sandwich but with you old hippo-
crits as cant shell out lest us women 
tickle yer palates with somethin' 
good to eat." 

Now wasn't that pretty plain talk 
fer one of the mainstays of the com
munity to have to take from his 
wife^ f. 

And, I'll be henpecked; i before 
could scratch off a gravy spot on my 
vest front, she opened up agin. 

cheerin' up. 
to the dogs. Jest a movin' a little ^ ^ 
too fast fer us old folks to adjust? 

ourselves~to the new speed, that's.; 
all. Christmas will soon be hero and , 
what kind of a Christmas will we 
have with you feelln' that way?',' 

"Christmas" says I, "Don't talk to ^ 
me about Christmas., >; There isn't * 
Christmases any more. Old Scrooge 
may have been off in his day, but in*J 

these modern days Christmas is* get- . 
tin' to be the next thing to a 'hum'! 
bug', says I. "With everybody a wor-.-
ryin' themselves gray and chasin' 
their feet off with Christmas shop-
pin, Santa Claus programs and tom-^'-'^v^g-*' 
foolery. With gift givin' a mere 
formality, the real Christmas spirit is 
no more. In our day, Malindy," says;, 
I, and some how somethin' kind o'.'- , 
choked my wind pipe, "In our~ day' \. -
Christmas brought the best and high- V 
est joys we knew. There was a , 
feelin' of -home contentment^;of. -. r 

cheer and neighborly -good will. - - '-
There was the cracklin' of the burn-' 
in' logs in the fire place, the white 
scrubbed floor, the Christmas tree, 
the joy of the youngsters. Outside ' " * 
in the starlight night there was a 
jingle of sleighbells and as the peal 
of the old church bell rang out thru 
the still frosty air, there came a 
peace to the heart that was beyond 
human understanding.". "And now-a-. ~ 
days"; says I, "it's the hurry and scur-' J 

ry of business with everybody after 
the almighty dollar. It's an everlast- -
ing struggle to keep up in the pro-' 
cession. Women, slaves to vanity, -
are a frettin' themselves nervous a-
bout dress and fashion. A lot of the 
weaker minded ones give way to hob
ble skirts and other dern fool skirt 
contraptions. '. *** > ' " " ' . . \ ' 

"The daily papers are full of mm*-" 1. 
der and graft and scandal and pic
tures of prize fighters, vaudeville- _ 
dancers and other rot. 

"And the young is brought up on , 
movin' picture shows and comic sup
plements." 

"What can you expect? You can't-
sow cockle burs and reap wheat. It's . 
an age of foolish frivolity and the 
deep beautiful spirit of Christmasfl-
can't get breathin' room," says I, and 
I must have gotten quite eloquent by 
this time fer the old cat sat up and.' -
looked at me. 1 - ^ Y". .̂  %£?•;-*> 

Malindy kept right on with her^ 
knittin' and says, says she, : "It;7- ^ 
may be true" that there be a lot of^ -, 
new .jevils as has .developed in our.v>;>-
day?I doiviienfipB^Wi^^s^^ 
are some old-ones that have been- 1 --
killed off,- too. Chattle slavery was 
abolished and the damnable liquor 
traffic is being out lawed at a good, 
rate. One wrong is being rectified 
after the other. -Women don't wear 
hoops nor bustles anymore, nor the 
men powdered wigs like George. 
Washington did. It seems to me that 
if there has been a change .fer the 
worse it has been in you as much as 
anywhere. . - -

" If you want to kill the Christmas,^ 
spirit there is nothin' can do it like.' ^ 
gettin' grouchy at the world you live" 
in." m . - „ - - / " - . . 

Well sir, folks, I laid awake a think-, ' . 
ing till most ten o'clock that night. 
Maybe Malindy was' right. Maybe! 
the Christmas spirit was a dying in, 
me too, only fer a different reason. -
A man can worry about getting sick 
till the worry makes him sick. Maybe. 
I'm worrying about the lack of lack, 
of the right spirit in the world, till I've, 
lost it myself. 

Next day I hitched up the old gray, 
mare and drove to town. I bought a -
really steam engine, a little flying ma
chine, a jumpin' jack and each a pair, > 
of skates fer Hirum's boys; a doll 
that closes her eyes and talks fer the 
girl; and a peck of nuts and candy." . 
I got it all hid up in the haymow. I 
got a fine silk dress pattern fer Ma
lindy and I've-worked out the follow
ing poem and pinned to it: t-
"To Malindy Bluestem, out of sight, 
That girl of mine Who is always rights -_ 
With a wish to you for a„Christmas " 

bright. 
(You may hobble the skirt of it just 

*. mite, it you want to.).-,^- — 
Your affectionate, \ v I Z 

, SILAS. - \ „; 
P. S.—Deacon Doolittle helped me." -** 

some on the poeml^ ~- M*. Si. /"H- %~: 

~v<& 

-\ 
\^l >fV / Did Wot Confess. *-£>-.: 7>' 

The reports spread- broadcast that=-
Louis A. Larson confessed to the bru-T 
tal murder of his wife, on his way to* 
San Quentin prison where he wilt 
await his .death February 13th, are?, 
unfounded. The deputy sheriff whô . 
accompanied him to the prison stated?-
that Larson is maintaining a firm, 
composure and emphatically declares, 
his innocence. Larson is still having^ 

.<KM 

i H v i 

^M 

I great hope's that he will escape the*, 
gallows.—Belgrade Tribune. - % 

:-pAbout fifty young people from 
there attended the shadow social at 
'.school district 57 Friday evening.^ ; 

'i •'• '••£*- 7 :~̂  * v^s^H 
, Mrs* Emma Schleuter of Raymond 

underwent a' serious operation at the 
Willmar hospital, yesterday morning. 

£&£S&&£jf' 

" - *-^N. C. Peterson went to the. cities 
on business Thursday 

_ " , Gets More Equipment J ^ 
Dentist Porter received a Heidbrlnk" 

nitrous oxide and. oxygen anaesthesia 
machine last Monday- This apparatus 
was invented, only six months ago and 
has proved to be a tremendous sue 
cess. With it painful operations can 
be accomplished without any pain. In 
very severe cases the patient can be 
made unconscious and upon awaken
ing" feels no after effects.. The feature 
of this machine is an apparatus which 
works on the pulmotor principle and; 
which brings risk to a minimum?. Dr.; 
Porter haB now' o n e ; of, the. best 
equipped dental offices in the state.-7 
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P. H. Stetzer, of Willmar, district 
chief of the Northwestern Telephone 
Company, was. here lobking" after .the 
Interests of: the- company at7this 
place, last Saturday.—Redwood Falls 
Sun7 


