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OF INTEREST TO 
seAmmmims 

R M M t Happenings in This 
i Country and Abroad. 

MANY DETAILS BROUGHT 001 

European ft y at em of Espionage Laid 

Bar* at Trial of Conspirator* In 

Stockholm—Governor Hanna of 

North Dakota and Staff to Attend 

Norwegian Centennial Festivities 

Captain Koch, Danish Explorer, 

Lectures on Journey to Greenland. 

+ SWEDEN. * 

Says a recent dispatch from Stock
holm: During the espionage trial 
that has been going on here for the 
last two months, new and interesting 
details have come to light regarding 
the European «yBtem of espionage 
At the trial one of the prisoners, a 
young man named Holsteinson. gave 
Interesting information. Holsteinson 
is the one who arranged the connec
tion between the petty officer, Toern
gren, who was induced to give infor
mation about the Swedish navy, and 
Assanovitch, the Russian military at 
tache in Stockholm. Holsteinson now 
states that during his visits to Assano
vitch he noticed that the attache had 
a great many tin boxes, which con 
tained charts and maps that Assano 
vitch had drawn himself. To work 
out these charts Assanovitch used the 
general staff's maps, enlarged, and also 
certain reports brought him, through 
which certain details in the charts 
were made more complete and more 
useful for military purposes. Special 
attention was given to the capacity 
of roads for bearing artillery and cav
alry and the strength of bridges. Nav
igable passages were marked and 
lines indicated where vessels could 
make safe landings. There was also 
a plan, designed by Assanovitch, for 
advance march, marked on the dif
ferent charts, and he had worked out 
a scheme for eventual attack which 
was to be made with four bodies of 
troops simultaneously. The head force 
was to be sent against Hernosand 
and a similar one to Savle. As soon 
as Assanovitch completed these maps 
he sent them to St. Petersburg. The 
proceedings unveil part of the mys
tery that has rested on a letter writ
ten by Assanovitch and found in 
Toerngren's possession. The legal 
report asserts that in a certain point 
In the letter Information was asked 
regarding the measures for defense 
made In Savle ahd Hernosand and in 
one other city. The letter mentions 
an International society and the re
port speaks of it as follows: "Only 
after accomplishment of the above 
points can Mr. Toerngren be accept
ed as a permanent agent in the in
ternational society with steady sal
ary." The letter also contains the 
desire for espionage on the represen
tative of Germany to this country. 
Toerngren is also requested, with 
promise of extra money, to procure 
other military information and with 
great exactitude to give information 
of a secret nature pertaining to Swe
den's defenses. No one can wonder 
that these discoveries cause a certain 
amount of anxiety in Sweden. No 
one has. for a moment, thought that 
it was for Denmark Lieutenant Fred-
riksen was investigating Boden and 
the energetic manner in which the 
Copenhagen press has aided in clear
ing up the Hampen affair ought to 
•xclude any animosity against Den
mark through two Danes having sold 
themselves to espionage work. It is 
Just as impossible for Denmark to 
hinder such activities as it is for 
Sweden. Persons who can be bought 
for espionage can be found in all 
countries, as recent events have 
•hown. It is quite natural, however, 
that it causes anxiety when one case 
after another Is uncovered and gives 
cause for suspicions that fall on both 
Innocent and guilty. 

4* •!• •!• 
Karl Staaff, the prime minister of 

Sweden, made an important political 
speech at Karlskrona explaining the 
position of the Swedish government 
with, regard to the reorganization of 
the Swedish defensive forces. He 
emphasized strongly that even if no 
Imminent danger of war threatened 
Sweden the general situation ought to 
make the Swedes feel it necessary to 
strengthen their defenses. A policy 
of strict neutrality was an absolute 
condition for Sweden The policy 
that had hitherto been the nation's, 
that of trying to keep on friendly 
terms with all powers without en
tering Into more intimate relations 
with any one, and to maintain a neu 
tral and sincerely peaceful position, 
was surely still the best and safest 
policy. The prime minister recorrt 
attended Important improvements with 
regard to a naval basis, a fixed annual 
turn for naval construction and in 
creased time of service for the spe 
cial arms. The money is to be found 
through a progressive special taxa
tion. ' 

* + + 
Farm products of Sweden for the 

year of 1913 were valued at 787,800,-
•00 crowns. 

+ NORWAY. * 

Governor Hanna of North Dakota 
has engaged ten first cabin rooms on 
the Krlstiansfjord, which will sail for 
Cfitfsttonia from New York June 12. 
Governor Hanna will be accompanied 
by bis staJf and expects to be present 
at the great centennial festivities that 

%/wlll be held In the Norwegian capital 
next June. This will undoubtedly be 

^ ,the first -time In the history of the 
United-States that the governor of a 
m*m"A *JH* his* gt-aff win attend,fes

tivities In a foreign lajjd. The popu* 
latlon of North Dakota is heavily Nor* 
wegian ' and of course its citizens 
have many things In common with the 
fatherland. The Norwegians are never
theless enthusiastic Americans and 
their love of country is of a high pa
triotic order. It is expected that sev
eral thousand Norwegians will visit 
the home land next summer and there 
will be a monster excursion leaving 
New York June 12, which Norwegians 
from all parts of the country, espe
cially from North Dakota and South 
Dakota, Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
calculate joining. The work of solicit
ing funds for the enormous "ralndes-
gave" they will bring with them is 
being pushed with exceeding vigor, 
and it will be an Impressive moment 
for old Norway when her sons and 
daughters from America will return 
to pay the old flag a lasting tribute 
of affection and respect. 

In one of Its recent issues the 
Scientific American contains a detail
ed description of the new war inven
tion of N. W. Aasen, a Norwegian en
gineer. The invention is described as 
a terrible engine of destruction, mak
ing the bravery and efficiency of the 
individual soldier of less consequence 
and tending, like artillery and Mauser 
bullets, to make war the pitting 
against each other of deadly ma
chines. The invention is a grenade 
weighing nine pounds, exclusive of 
its accessories, and contains 400 pro
jectiles and twelve ounces of extreme
ly powerful explosive. It is buried 
beneath the surface of the ground, 
over which the hostile army is ex< 
pected to march, and is connected 
with an underground cable. When 
the electric current is turned on the 
grenade springs automatically three 
feet above the ground and discharges 
its deadly projectiles horizontally in 
all directions. The power of the ex
plosive is so great that the projectiles 
are driven through a four-inch wood
en plank and for several hundred 
yards in all directions soldiers would 
be mowed down like grass. 

v 1* *i* 

A large and extensive history of 
Norway from 1814 to 1914 is soon to 
appear, accompanied by two large 
maps, one of the northern and one 
of the southern part of Norway. These 
maps will indicate the geographical 
changes that have been made during 
the past 100 years. The work will be 
published by the well known historian, 
Gyldendahl. 

«£. •£ . «¥. 

Among the missionaries that were 
wounded recently by bandits at 
Kwangchow, China, is Rev. G. O. Lil-
legaard, who was graduated from 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul in 1912. 
He is a young man who started out 
in the missionary field in China only 
about a year ago. 

•fr •!• «fr 
The "Hoire" party won out in the 

recent city election in Christiania. 
The so called Liberals joined hands 
with the "Hoire" party and defeated 
the Socialists, which, under ordinary 
circumstances, is the strongest party 
in the city. 

4* 4* 4* 
Bjorn Bjornson, son of the late 

Bjornstjerne Bjornson, is on a lecture 
tour in Germany and has been re
ceived by large and appreciative au
diences wherever he has appeared. 

4* 4* 4* 
Bergen recently had an 800,000 

crown fire. The Bergen shoe factory, 
a large creamery and a large saw mill 
were among the industries that were 
completely crippled. 

4* 4* 4* 
The so called "Hypoteksbank" in 

Christiania has placed loans amount
ing to over 10,000,000 crowns in va
rious cities and communities in Ger
many. 

4* DENMARK. * 
4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . 4. 4.4, 

Captain Kock, Danish explorer, lec
tured recently before the Norwegian 
Geographical society on his remark
able Journey across Northern Green
land at its widest point. The ex
pedition, consisting of four men with 
five Iceland ponies, intended first to 
explore Queen Louise Land and then 
cross Central Greenland. It proved 
a great success, excellent geograph
ical results being obtained In par
ticular vast unexplored mountain 
districts were surveyed, while much 
important material for meterological 
and climatological research was col
lected. Some admirable photographs 
and similar polar phenomena were 
taken. Dr. Nansen was among those 
in the audience and afterwards ex
pressed his admiration for Dr. Koch 
In a short speech 

4. 4. 4. 
According to a recent dispatch from 

Copenhagen the new Scandinavian-
American line steamship Fredrik VIII., 
which was launched last May, will 
start on her maiden trip for New 
York Feb. 5. At an official banquet 
aboard the steamer the guests includ
ed United States Minister'Maurice 
Egan and the envoys of the Scandi
navian countries. Vice Admiral Rich
elieu, president of the line, gave a 
toast to the American nation and 
President Wilson. A congratulatory 
message was cabled to the president 

MARION S. NORELIUS. 

DEATH COMES TO 
L0RDj>mTHCONA 

Canadian High Gommtssloner 
Dies hi Loudon. 

Warm Retort. 
Editor of an evening newspaper hur

rying across the plaza in city hall park, 
annoyed by newsboy offering the pa 
per of which he i* the bead. 

Boy—Uxtry. Eveuing . Oxtry, 
mister, uxtry? 

Editor-Get away, boy. 1 make that 
paper! 

Boy—Gee, mister, mebbe that's why 
I can't sell 'em!—New York Tribune. 
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London, Jan. 21.—Lord Strathcona 
and Mount Royal, high commissioner 
for Canada, died peacefully in sleep. 
He had been practically unconscious 
since 4:30 p. m. Tuesday. 

Lord Strathcona's death was due to 
prostration, the result of a severe at-1 

tack of catarrh. He had been ailing, 
however, since the death of his wife) 
Nov. 12, which proved a great shock 
to him. 

Lord Strathcona's life spanned! 
nearly a century and his active career 
a full three-quarters. 

As Donald Smitn he left his home 
in Scotland for Canada when eighteen 
years of age. His first years in Cana
da were those of an adventurous 
youth in what was then a real wilder
ness. The Hudson Bay company, 
which controlled practically all of 
British North America, engaged him 
as clerk, and by successive stages he 
grew to be head of the corporation 
and he was its last resident governor. 
After more than thirty years with the 
Hudson Bay company he bent his 
energies to opening up the Western 
country and is credited with having 
pressed the Canadian Pacific to com
pletion across the oontinent. In 1896 
he was sent to London as high com
missioner. 

S H G H M J W R E E H M E DEPARTMENT 

FOR ENLARGEMENT OF NAVY 

Japanese Government Asks Appro
priation of $150,000,000 

Tokio, Jan. 24.—An appropriation 
of $150,000,000 for naval increase was 
demanded by the Japanese govern
ment at a secret meeting of the im
perial diet. The naval ministry pro
posed that Japan build twelve great 
dreadnoughts. 

After prolonged debate the diet cut 
the naval appropriation to $80,000,-
000, tentatively agreeing to an addi
tional appropriation when the finan
cial condition of Japan is more pro
pitious. 

CAUCUS DECIDES 
ON STRIKE PROBE 

House Democrats Take Action 
by Overwhelming Vote. 

Washington, Jan. 23—Congression
al investigation of the strikes in the 
Colorado coal mines and the Michigan 
copper mine fields was agreed upon 
at a caucus of the house Democrats 
by a vote of 149 to 17. The investi
gation will be conducted by the house 
committee on mines and mining, of 
which Representative Foster of Illi
nois is chairman. 

The inquiry is proposed to ascer
tain whether there has been peonage, 
any obstruction to postal, immigra
tion, naturalization and judiciary ma
chinery, illegal agreements or com
binations for controlling the produc
tion, sale and transportation of prod
ucts, whether arms and ammunition 
have been shipped into the strike ter
ritories and the causes of all these 
conditions _^^_______ 

GRAIN AND PROVISION PRICES 

Duluth Wheat and Flax. 
Duluth, Jan. 26.~Wheat—On track 

and to arrive, No. 1 hard, 88%c; No. 
1 Northern, 87%c; No. 2 Northern, 
85 %c. Flax—On track and to arrive, 
$1.50. 

South St. Paul Live Stock. 
South St. Paul, Jan. 26.—Cattle-

Steers, $5.50@7.75; cows and heifers, 
$4.50@6 60; calves, $4.50@9 50; feed 
ers, $4.30@7.00 Hogs—$7 95@8 15 
Sheep—Lambs, $5.75@7.40, wethers, 
*3.75<§>5 40; ewes, $2.50@5.00. 

Chicago Grain and Provisions. 
Chicago, Jan. 26 —Wheat—May, 

94%c; July, 89%c. Corn—May, 65%c; 
July, 65%c. Oats—May, 39%c; July, 
39%c. Pork—Jan.. $21.62; May, $21.-
82. Butter—Creameries, 30c. Eggs— 
29@30c. Poultry—Springs. 13c; hens, 
14c; turkeys, 16. 

Chicago Live Stock. 
Chicago, Jan. 26.—Cattle—Beeves, 

$6.80@9.50; Texas steers, $6 90®8.10; 
Western steers, $6.40@8.00; stockers 
and feeders, $5.60@8.20; cows and 
heifers, $3.00@8.60; calves, $7.50@ 
11.00. Hogs—Light, $8.10@8.40; mix
ed, $8.20@8.45; heavy, $8 20@8.50; 
rough, $8.20@8.25; pigs, $6.75@8 00 
Sheep—Native, $4.90 @ 6.00; yearlings, 
$5.80@7.15. 

Minneapolis Grain. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 26.—Wheat—May, 

89%c; July, 90%@90%c. Cash close 
on track: No. 1 hard, 91%@91%c; No. 
1 Northern, 87%@90%c: to arrive, 
90%c; No. 2 Northern, 85%@87%c; 
No. 3 Northern, S3%@85%c; No. 3 
yellow corn, 57%c; No. 4 corn, 54@ 
56%c; No. 3 white oats, 36%@36%c; 
to arrive, 36%c; No. 3 oats, 32%@35c; 
barley, 62® 64c; flax, $1.51%. 

A TENDER HEART. 
A tender hearted'and compas-

Csiohate disposition; which inclines 
men1 to pity and to feel the misfor
tunes of others and which is even 
for its own sake incapable of involv
ing any man in rum and misery, is 
of all temper, of mmd^lhe meet 
amiable and, though it setdonrife-
cetves much honorr is worthy of the 
jngnest. -

Spicer-on-Green Lake, Jan. 26—Mrs. 
Johanna Thorvig spent the first part 
of the week at the homes of her sons 
and daughter at Spicer. 

Fredolf Johnson was a Willmar vis
itor from Friday until Saturday. 

Adln Olson of Irving was a Spicer 
visitor the first of the week. 

Bernette Nelson is recovering nice
ly from her siege of pneumonia. 

Miss Phoebe Lemunyon was at Will-
mar from Saturday until Monday. 

N. B. Johnson was at Willmar the 
latter part of the week on business. 

John Nordeen attended the Dairy
man's convention at Willmar last 
week. 

A. J. Swanson from Mamre visited 
relatives at Edenwood farm over Sun
day. 

'Mrs. C Sullivan left for Willmar 
Saturday evening for a visit with her 
daughter. 

Messrs. Oscar Johnson and Oscar 
Strand were at Willmar the latter part 
of the week. 

E. E. Feig of Harrison returned 

Saturday morning and spent the day 
at their parental homes here. 

Two of our young progressive farm
ers, Enock Swenson and Joseph Klos-
ter, attended the Dairymen's conven
tion held at Willmar the past week. 

Morris and Florence Henderson, 
who are attending the Seminary arriv
ed from Willmar Monday morning and 
spent the day with their folks here. 

Torstein Larson, a former resident 
of Dovre township, but now of Don
nelly, was at Spicer last week. He 
shipped a carload of wood to the lat
ter place. 

Herman Walby from Timber Lake, 
S. Dak., arrived last week for a few 
days' visit with his wife and her par-* 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Wilson of 
Harrison. 

Miss Esther Holt resumed her du
ties as teacher in Dist. No. 28, Tues
day, after a week's vacation on ac
count of some repairs being done in 
the school room. 

Adolf Nelson attended the Mission 
meetings at Tripolis and Kandiyohi 
from Saturday until Monday, being 
delegate from the Saron congrega 

f f f f • *+»*y^*»**»+»»»»»*»4 i»»»»»»»»e^ 

i . O 

< K • 

FARMER BOY AUTHOR OF PRIZE WINNING ESSAY ON 
"THE MINNESOTA STATE FAIR AMD ITS OBJECTS." J 
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Dist. of Sw. Luth. church held in con-to Fergus Falls 

Chas. Olson went to South St. Paul 
Thursday with a carload of stock. He 
returned Saturday. 

John Paulson returned to Willmar 
Monday after spending several months 
here doing carpenter work. 

Rev. Horatio Gates from Ephraim, 
Wis., was a guest at the Sivert Han
son home the first of the week. 

Mrs. Victor Anderson and children 
arrived from Willmar Friday after a 
week's visit with relatives there. 

L. D. Crommett departed the first 
of the week for Geneseo, 111., where 
he intends to spend about a month. 

A number of people from Spicer at
tended the funeral of the late Ole Bak-
ken, held at Eagle Lake last Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Monson of New 
London were guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Peterson the latter part of the 
week. 

Rev. C. Sullivan arrived home last 
Thursday morning from Portland, Ore
gon, where he has spent a couple of 
weeks. 

Rev. C. Sullivan will conduct ser
vices in the Sw. Saron church next 
Sunday, Feb. 1st, in the forenoon at 
11 o'clock. 

Mrs. O. T. Olson entertained the 
Ladies' Aid of the Zion church last 
Saturday to a large crowd. The pro
ceeds amounted to $18.25. 

Misses Emma Boreen and Minnie 
Gustafson came over from Willmar 

nection at Tripolis. 
The Spicer Band is planning to give 

a concert at Mardins Hall on Tues
day evening, Feb. 10. The boys have 
made rapid progress since they or
ganized under the leadership of Mr. 
Johnson from Atwater. Their music 
will surely be well worth coming to 
hear. 

A few friends of Mrs. Chas. Erick-
son very pleasantly surprised her last 
Thursday evening, it being her birth
day anniversary. A delicious lunch
eon was served and the evening was 
enjoyed by all. The guests presented 
Mrs. Erickson with some silverware 
as a memento of the occasion. 

Mrs. H. A. Kemper and children, 
who have been spending a couple of 
weeks visiting relatives in this vic
inity, returned to Minot, N. Dak. Mon
day morning. They were accompan
ied as far as Paynesville by Mrs. Kem
per's sister, Mrs. Oscar Jacobson, who 
returned in the evening x>f the same 
day. 

A play, entitled "The Lonelyville 
Social Club," will be given Friday 
evening, Feb. 6 by ten young ladies of 
Spicer. Miss Margaret Dowswell, a 
well-known violinist from Kerkhoven, 
has been engaged to furnish several 
musical numbers. After the program 
there will be a ribbon sale and box 
supper. Lunch will also be served 
to those not bringing ribbons and 
boxes. 

SALEM. 
Salem, Jan. 26—A number of young 

people were entertained at the J. E. 
Noland home Saturday evening. 

Miss Ella Carlson returned home 
last week after having spent a few 
days with her cousins at Willmar. 

Miss Teckla Beckman came dawix 
from West Lake last Saturday and 
spent Sunday with her folks here. 

The H. P. Lofgren, J. W. Erickson 
and Hjalmer Johnson families were 
entertained at the M. Magnuson home 
Sunday. 

Misses Esther and Ruth Holmgren 
visited with Miss Ruth Gilbert last 
Sunday afternoon. 

Mr. Arthur Paulson who has spent 
about a month with his uncle and 
aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Albin Carlson, re
turned to his home in Iowa last Wed
nesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albin Carlson enter
tained a number of young people last 
Monday evening in honor of Mr. Ar
thur Paulson of Iowa. 

Mr. Arthur Bergstrom is on the sick 
list. 

Miss Esther Johanson is at present 
assisting with the housework at A. B. 
Sandberg's during Mrs. Sandberg's 
illness. 

Miss Hilma Lindberg was a Willmar 
visitor last Wednesday. 

NEW LONDON RT. 3. 
Lake Florida, Jan. 26—Hjalmer 

Palmquist arrived last Saturday from 
Minneapolis where he has spent about 
a month visiting with his parents. He 
is at present staying at the Emil Pet
erson place. 

Preaching services were held last 
Sunday forenoon in the Florida Mis
sion church by Rev. G. T. Moline. 

Mrs. A. P. Holm visited with friends 
in New London and Spicer from 
Thursday until Saturday, last week. 

Chas. Peterson visited Sunday af
ternoon at the Gust Ahlberg home. 

A magic lantern show was given by 
the Luce Electric Short Line Co., in 
the Florida school house here, Dist. 
25, last Thursday evening. 

Misses Ellen and Mabel Skoglund 
visited Sunday afternoon at the A. P. 
Holm place, 

Hjalmer Palmquist called at the 
Wm. Peterson home on Sunday. 

LAKE LILLIAN 
Lake Lillian, Jan. 26—A baby boy 

was born to Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Jakes 
Monday of last week. 

The Christine Ladies' Aid met with 
Mrs. J. E. Lyberg last Thursday af
ternoon. 

Last Friday evening a large crowd 
gathered at the nome of Mr. and Mrs. 
Axel Lundquist and rendered a very 
pleasant surprise on Mr. and Mrs. Olof 
Strandburg of Alberta, Canada, who 
are visiting with relatives and friends 
here. Mr. and Mrs. Strandburg were 
residents here about eleven years ago. 
Rev. Peterson spoke a few words in 
regard to the cause of their gathering 
and Lars Erickson also spoke. Re
freshments were served by the ladies 
and everyone enjoyed a very nice eve
ning. 

A. M. Hedin is reported ill. 
It was no wonder that Lars Erick

son, our store keeper had such a smile 
on Wednesday evening, when a nine 
pound girl arrived to gladden their 
home Tuesday. Everyone is smoking 
an Elsa cigar. 

Rey. Peterson conducted services 
Sunday the 18th, after having been 
ill for some time. Last Sunday lie 
spoke at Tripolis at the mission meet
ings held there. Next Sunday com
munion services at the church at 
10:30 a. m. 

NORWAY LAKE 
Norway Lake, Jan. 26—Mr. Alfred 

Lundquist is at present visiting at 
Mankell's. 

Miss Gina Skaalerud who left for 
Minneapolis last week is expected 
home this week. 

Misses Amanda Rustad and Flor
ence Anderson spent Thursday eve
ning with Miss Mittvedt. 

Herman and Edna Mankell enter
tained about thirty young folks Satur
day evening. The evening was spent 
in playing games. 

Misses Mae and Anne Stene called 
at Lars Hattlestad's Sunday p. m. 

Miss Amanda Olson accompanied by 
Mr. and Mrs. M. O. Rustad returned 
home Thursday. 

—Mrs. V. Nelson, Hazel Nelson and 
Miss Myrtle Peterson visited relatives 
at Kandiyohi over Sunday. 

As They Appear Today. 
When a prosperous and respected' 

citizen is discovered to have a past in 
which figures a prison cell he is a 
"modern Jean Valjean." 

When a woman shows a desire to 
get out and fight wltlf the troops in 
stead of melting lead to form bullets 
or making lint bandages she is a 
"modern Joan Of Arc." 

When a traveler, long considered de 
ceased, returns and finds his wife wed
ded to another he is a "modern Enoch 
Arden."—Milwaukee Sentinel. 
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Woman—Did some gent in this build-
hog advertise, for a wife? 

Janitor—Like enough. Lots of 'em is 

What Father Didn't Say. 

I N C O M P E T I T I O N with farmer 
• boys from every county in Min

nesota, Charles W. Rippie, sev
enteen years old, living near 

Wlndom, has won the Louis W. Hill 
prise for the best essay written on 
"The Minnesota State Fair and Its 
Objects." The award was made by 
the board of managers, who found 
their task a difficult one because 
there were so many excellent manu
scripts submitted. Added honor goes 
with it, for young Rippie will read his 
essay before the Minnesota State Ag
ricultural society at its annual meet
ing. 

The prize, which Mr. Hill offered 
with the idea of broadening the edu
cational advantages of the winner, 
Jis a Journey to Glacier National Park. 
Young Ripple Is looking forward to 
[the trip of his life. He will travel to 
'"Nature's Wonderland" on the "Roof 
of the Rockies" next summer. He al
ready is enumerating the many things 
'he will behold for the first time in his 
life—snowcapped mountains, glaciers, 
forest trails, turbulent mountain 
streams, landlocked lakes with look
ing glass surfaces that reflect the 
>towering scenery perfectly, real In-
idlans attired in their native dress, 
Icowboy guides In their picturesque 
garb; eagles soaring among the rocky 
peaks, mountain goats grazing high 
up on dangerous looking ledges, deer 
in the valleys and maybe bear in the 
woods. While this action picture is 
moving through his mind, exciting a 
great deal of expectancy, he thinks 
the flora of the park will be most in
teresting to him. There are 250 listed 
wild flowers growing there and as he 
is a student of botany he is deter
mined to bring back with him as 
many of these varieties as he can 
gather from the mountain sides. 

Young Rippie has had a penchant 
for writing essays ever since he was 
able to put the letters of the alphabet 
together. He will write an essay on 
his Western trip for the papers of his 
community, which see in him a com
ing literary genius of no small abil
ity. Whether or not he ever becomes 
famous enough in this line for his 
home paper to point back with pride 
to the fact that it printed his "early 
efforts," the fact remains, the board 
of state fair managers declare, that 
what the youth writes today is good 
enough for any newspaper in the land 
to print In commenting on young 
Ripple's prize winning essay mem
bers of the board declared it to be a 
model in clearness and analytical 
thought. The contest was among 
members of the 1913 State Fair Farm 
Boys' Camp, which consists of one 
boy from each county and two mem
bers of last year's camp from each 
congressional district in Minnesota. 
Following is the prize winning essay: 
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1WHAT I SAW AND LEARNED AT 
THE MINNTSOTA STATE FAIR 
A3 A MEMBER OF THE FARM 
BOYS' CAMP OF 1913. 

Many years ago the idea of a fair 
was conceived to be a market day; 
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RIPPIE. 

but at present it ha's lost most of 
that significance and means the ex
hibition of agricultural and mechan
ical products and live stock. Such 
is the meaning to visitors to the Min
nesota State Fair. 

I learned during my week's stay 
that there were two phases of this 
exposition, namely, the spectacular 
and educational. Perhaps he gets 
the most out of it who seeks more of 
the latter, but we cannot blame one, 
tired of daily routine, for looking 
around and being out at the grand 
stand. 

I learned by conversation and sight 
that the educational side consisted 
of agricultural exhibits, display of 
live stock and their products, and ex
hibition of mechanical devices. 

The ideal aim of the state fair, as 
I saw and considered it, is to have 
the largest agricultural exhibits pos
sible, to show their relation to live 
stock, so as to encourage better farm
ing by employment of scientific meth
ods. 

Keen competition was shown in the 
county exhibits of grains, fruits and 
corn, our great coming crop. Corn 
is becoming more Important every 
year and will do much to raise the 
standard of production in our state. 
I decided that the Fair association is 
especially interested in this division 
because the welfare and wealth of 
our state depend on our agricultural 
progress. The university is interest
ed and is doing much toward helping 
to destroy weeds, and in the preven
tion of hog cholera. By carrying out 
these plans the Minnesota farmers 
will save millions annually. In the 
elegant, decorated horticultural build
ing, I saw the gifts of the vegetable 
kingdom In garden products, fruit 
and nursery display of plants. On 
one side were spraying machines 
showing the beneficial results on 
fruit trees when used and not used. 

I-determined that the live stock is 
an important part of the fair and 
state, as to profitably raise these ani
mals is a test of our agricultural de
velopment. In the various depart
ments were the best specimens of 

the leading breeds all over the coun
try. The different types and their 
market characteristics were interest
ing to me, since they gave me nearly 
an ideal horse by which to judge oth
ers. By our instructor's valuable de
scription and demonstration of cattle 
I learned the distinguishing mark
ings, purpose and advantage of dif
ferent breeds. 

In the Dairy building I saw the 
products and labor saving devices in 
this business, which directly show 
the vast importance of Minnesota la 
this occupation. 

In the Swine buildings were speci
mens of every important breed, to
gether with the excellent explanation 
of the main points to be looked for 
in buying a hog and distinguishing 
features of the lard and bacon types, 
made this department very instruc
tive. 

The explanation and showing of 
definite important parts of fowls ef a 
typical breed made our poultry divi
sion one from which much practical 
knowledge could be gained. 

Aside from these departments a 
large number of various kinds of 
sheep was on the ground for exhibi
tion. From these I learned to dis
criminate between types of different 
breeds. 

The majority of the live stock In
terest was centered at the Horse and 
Cattle show, where enthusiastic 
crowds saw the judging. The signfl* 
cance of this fact means that a fair 
must be educational and instructive 
if it is to exist through the coming 
years. 

During my private tours I visited 
many interesting exhibits, as Machin
ery hill. Here are the refind prod
ucts and devices of the inventors in 
the mechanical world. The labor 
saving devices and implements which 
tend to make life more comfortable 
and enjoyable will soon find their 
places in our homes, and find that 
the fair is a good place to advertise 
and sell. 

I noticed the warm co-operation of 
the people in various occupations 
which will help to advance our state 
and the value of this meeting will be 
shown in next year's exposition. 

The practical experiences and so
cial life are direct results of our 
camp. The close contact of people in 
different professions are essential fac
tors in our development as citizens, 
and I found out the existing conditions 
in various sections of our state by 
conversation with the camp boys. 

Now, in conclusion, I learned that 
there are possibilities on the farm 
never before realized, and that the 
state fair has an inspiring Influence 
on agriculture which no other Insti
tution could excel for the time being. 

It is certain that the North Star 
state, at the head of the Mississippi 
valley, is in one of the greatest and 
richest agricultural regions of the 
world and will continue to shine out 
among her sister states as the years 
roll on and on. 

CHARLES W. RD7PD2. 
Wlndom, MiniL, 

Oot 14, 1913. R. R. No. 2. 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CORN 

AND ALFALFA EXPOSITION 

w 

Father—Do you think you can sup* 
port my daughter In the manner to 
which she has been accustomed? 

Suitor—I think I can, sir. 
Father—Then you can't have hers 

She's never had anything in her l i f e -
Chicago News. 

Matchmakers. 
It takes the constant labor of more 

than 00,000 people to make matches for 

•EST central Minnesota made history at Morris Dec. 10, II and 12. The nineteen counties entered npon 
a new era of effort as a result of the information given and the enthusiasm generated during the three^ 
days' meetings. 

Through the medium of this exposition every one has become fairly well acquainted with what the 
west central Minnesota movement for a redirected agriculture and general co-operation has effected. Interest is 
now centered on what these pioneers in a great movement are going to do next—how they are going to harness up 
and drive the enthusiasm that they have been so successful in creating. 

There are certain things that the officers and directors of the Development Association have pledged themselves-
to do. They may be summarized as follows: - — -

First—To carry the gospel of better farming, better business and better living to the people on the farms 
and in the towns of west central Minnesota, uniting all classes of people In an effort for individual and for com
mon, good, j 

Second.—To place enough of the best alfalfa seed to punt 20,000 acres In the nineteen counties in the spring. 
Third.—To secure a county-agent for each of the counties affiliated with the organization and to work with the 

fifteen men now in the field and the new Ones to be hired to make their work more effective. 
Fourth.—To gather together a motion picture library that will contain picture object lessons of all profitable 

farm operations and of great public gatherings like the recent corn and alfalfa exposition, together with general 
amusement features. This library will be placed at the command of public speakers and educators working In the 
district and of the county agents, *vho will each be equipped with projection motion picture machines, by the 
means of which they can take entertainment, instruction and education to the people on the land 

Fifth.—To s«e that a woman'Visitor, tactful and trained to furnish what the farm women need, is ungaged in 
every county of west central Minnesota. ~\ ' ~ 

Slxth.—To get more owners of farms to live on their land. "" " - > ^ 1 
Seventh.—To eventually get more fettlers and smaller farms. 
To carry out this program,the men of the West Central Development Association are at present perfecting the 

working organisation, and- they intend to continue to lead the way in the great country life.uplift movement that 
is sweeping America. jrfJ,^--*^"V5. F j$t!; "~,Kz»4^* 
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