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GREAT ENGAGEMENT 
APPEARS IMMINENT 

French and British Troops Are 
Said to Be Pouring into 

Belgium. 

London, Aug. 10.—Capture of Liege 
by the Germans was reaffirmed in 
dispatches received from Berlin and 
advices from Brussels admit that the 
Germans have occupied the town. 
Other dispatches from Belgian and 
French sources and announcements 
at the British admiralty maintained 
that the forts still are in the hands 
of the Belgians. 

The Belgian general staff issued a 
statement that the German offensive 
movement has ceased. 

The discrepancy which has existed 
between the Belgian and German re­
ports on the situation at Liege is be­
lieved by military men here to be ac­
counted for by the retreat of the Bel­
gian troops which had held the 
routes between the forts and that the 
town of Liege has been taken by the 
Germans, who continue to advance on 
a line between Huy and Louvain, 
leaving part of their army to besiege 
the Liege forts. 

The object of the German advance 
Is believed to be Namur on their left 
flank and Louvaine on their right 
flank. If this opinion is correct mili­
tary men believe a great battle is im­
minent between the German and Bel­
gian armies, the latter probably be­
ing reinforced by British and French 
allies. 

Place of Review Unknown. 

Dispatches from Brussels spoke of a 
review of the defenders of the city of 
Liege by King Albert, but did not 
say where his majesty reviewed them. 
The troops reviewed by the king ap­
parently was, in the opinion of peo­
ple here, the field army which had 
been operating at Liege and which 
Saturday was reported as leaving the 
city to join King Albert's army, the 
reason being given that the forts of 
the city were considered able to take 
care of themselves against the Ger­
man forces. 

Dispatches from Berlin from the 
semi-official agency there were posi­
tive in their statements that "Liege is 
in our hands and 3,000 or 4,000 Bel­
gian prisoners are en route to Ger­
many." 

Reports from the Belgian minister 
of war that there had been enormous 
losses during the fighting between the 
French and Germans in Lower Alsace 
were received here. They stated that 
the Germans had Host 30,000 killed and 
wounded and the French 15,000, but 
later it was explained that these re­
ports were based on unofficial ad­
vices received at the Belgian minis­
try of war. The Exchange Telegraph's 
Brussels correspondent says: 

"In the event of the check of the 
Germans being caused the conclusion 
to be drawn is that the second phase 
of the campaign must commence in a 
few days. 

FRENCH INVADING ALSACE 
Action Arouses Enthusiasm All Over 

the Republic. 

Paris, Aug. 10.—The invasion of 
lower Alsace by a French army under 
the command of General Joseph Jof-
fre, the French commander-in-chief, 
has awakened great enthusiasm 
throughout France. 

French military authorities, while 
recognizing that the occupation of 
Altkirch and Mulhausen by the French 
troops is not of high strategical im­
portance, believe that the successful 
advance of the French army far 
across the German frontier will have 
considerable moral effect. 

It is also reported unofficially that 
Kolmar, further to the north, has fall­
en into the hands of the French. None 
of these three places was strongly 
fortified and all of them lie outside 
the line of real German defense, being 
regarded as outposts of the strongly 
fortified cities. 
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ANNOUNCE FALL OF LIEGE 

Germans Say the Belgian Losses Were 
Considerable. 

Amsterdam, Aug. 10. (via London— 
A. semi-official message from Berlin 
Bays* 

"We hold fast. Liege is in our 
hands The losses of the ei <;my were 
considerable Our losses will be com­
municated as soon as reliably known. 
The transportation of 3,000 or 4,000 
Pelgian prisoners to Germany already 
has begun." 

BRITISH, FRENCH AND 
BELGIAN FORCES UNITE 
Brussels, Aug. 10.—Belgian official 

reports received by the war office re­
cord the important fact that a union 
has been effected by Belgian, British 
and French troops across the line of 
the German advance through Belgium. 
The location of troops of the three 
armies was not revealed, but in any 
future operations it is understood they 
will act together. 

The sighting of a German cavalry 
patrol to the south of Namur was evi­
dence of the activity of the German 
forces in Luxemburg, showing that 
they are reconnoitering to discover 
the position of the defending armies. 

In the meantime the French troops 
who have crossed the frontier of Bel­
gium continued to advance methodi­
cally and their approach strengthens 
the position of the Belgian army from 
hour to hour. When a French officer 
arrived at Namur in an automobile the 
citizens hoisted him out on their 
shoulders and carried him through 
the streets of the city. 

ADMIRAL JELLICOE. 

Directing Movements of Brit­

ish Fleet in the North Sea. 

Admiral Jellicoe is in command of 
the English fleet and is attempting to 
execute the order, "Capture or de­
stroy the enemy." Admiral Jellicoe 
is in supreme command of all the ves­
sels now in the North sea. 

AUSTRIA DECLARES 
WAR UPON RUSSIA 

Vienna, Aug. 8.—Assurance from 
the Austrian war office that Austria 
will immediately take up the task of 
guarding the Russian frontier were 
sent to Berlin. 

With the declaration of war upon 
Russia by Emperor Francis Joseph, 
followed by the immediate announce­
ment of a similar declaration against 
Austria by the czar, Kaiser Wilhelm 
may direct all of his attention to the 
Belgian and French campaigns for at 
least the next two weeks 

Russian mobilization is progiessing 
slowly. The Austrian war office is 
confident that with the withdrawal of 
only a small portion of the forces 
attacking Sema the Russian advance 
can be checked. 

The German border patrols have 
made raids into Russian territory, 
burning villages, but no general en­
gagements have occurred. 

BRITISH CRUISER 
AMPHION IS SUNK 

London, Aug. 8.—Part of the Brit­
ish and German fleets have been in 
action. 

The Germans fought a running 
fight, according to the admiralty, 
which advises that "all of the news 
may not be favorable." 

The only real disaster admitted, 
however, is the loss of the cruiser 
Amphion with 130 men. It is consid­
ered certain, however, that a number 
of British destroyers have been at 
least crippled. 

The German warships were driven 
back on their base off the German 
coast and the admiralty claims that 
British shipping now has a clear pas­
sage through the channel, while the 
fishing fleet need no longer remain 
in the North sea ports. 

RESERVISTS CANNOT SAIL 

Thousands of Germans and Austrians 
Are Stranded. 

New York, Aug. 8.—Fifty-six thou­
sand German reservists, who have 
been stranded in New York unable to 
get back to the Fatherland, were no­
tified to return to their homes until 
further notice. Similar instructions 
were given to 10,000 Austrians and 
several hundred Dutch reservists. 

With many thousand foreign reserv­
ists m New York awaiting means of 
transportation to their native lands 
the federal port authorities here, un­
der instructions to see that the neu­
trality laws are observed, are con­
fronted with a puzzling situation 
created by the manner in which some 
of the reservists planned to sail. 

LINERS PUT INTO HALIFAX 

Mauretania and Cedric Safe in Ca­
nadian Port. 

Halifax, N. S., Aug. 7.—Two big 
transatlantic liners, flying the British 
flag, bound from Liverpool foi New 
York, put into Halifax as a haven 
from German cruisers. 

The unexpected arrivals are the 
Cunard liner Mauretania and the big 
Cedric of the White Star line. Both 
had been warned by the British 
cruiser Essex of the presence of hos­
tile vessels in the North Atlantic wa­
ters they were about to traverse on 
their voyage to New York and were 
advised to make with all haste for 
Halifax. 

Declares War on Austria. 
Rome, Aug. 8.—Montenegro has de­

clared war against Austria and her 
army already is joining the Servians. 

E N G L I S H T R O O P S L A N D I N G 
IN F R A N C E . 

Paris, Aug. 9.—It is official­
ly announced that English 
troops under the direction of 
French officers are disembark­
ing on French soil. The point 
of disembarkation is not re­
vealed. 
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TWO HUGE ARMIES NOW ENGAGED ON FRANCO-GERMAN FRONTIER 
>-

GERMAN ARMY 
ALWAYS READY 

Most Powerful of World's Land 
Fighting Machines. 

KAISER IS SUPREME CHIEF. 

His Right Hand Man, Field Marshal 
von Moltke, Chief of Staff, Is Nephew 
of Famous Strategist Who Planned 
Successful Franco-Prussian War . 
Field Force, First Line of Battle, 
Consists of 130 ,000 Men—Staff Offi­
cers All Specialists In Warfare. 
Some of the Leading Generals. 

GREATEST in organization, drill 
and preparedness for war and 
probably in the number of men 
immediately ready tor active 

field service, as well as In leadership, 
ivnd second only to the Russian army 
in point of size, the army of the Ger­
man empire is the world's most pow­
erful land fighting machine. 

Military experts assert that even di­
vided, with one-half concentrated 
against Russia and the other half sent 
against France, the kaiser's army is 
able to overwhelm any force that could 
be brought to oppose Its advance. The 
first report of the declaration by the 
kaiser of a state of war In Germany 
brought forth many predictions of a 
repetition of the war of 1870-1, when 
Geimany's forces almost literally walk­
ed over those of France. Then, as 
now. preparedness for active service 
was accounted the prime factor in the 
situation There is no reason to think 
that the present Von Moltke, chief of 
staff of the German army and nephew 
of the famous field marshal, is inferior 
to his predecessor and namesake. The 
old Von Moltke had all bis plans for 
the invasion of France contained in a 
single drawer of his desk. The pres­
ent day Von Moltke has been working 
for many years on methods of invad­
ing France and Russia. 

Germany has prepared herself against 
war with France since 1871. In 1875 
such a war was averted by the nar­
rowest of margins. Since then Ger­
many has striven with might and main 
to perfect her military power to a de 
gree unknown until the genius of Molt­
ke made Germany a national unit 

The frontier between Germany and 
Russia, which both nations have forti­
fied at short intervals, covers 843 miles 
The various fortresses are connected 
with each other by underground tele­
graph and telephone, while strategic 
military railroads lead to the principal 
military centers in the interior. 

German a Born Soldier. 

The German is a soldier of the high­
est type—born a soldier, nurtured as 
one—developed to the highest degree 
of efficiency. 

The German army consists of the 
first line, landwehr and landsturm, the 
last a home defense reserve. Two regi­
ments of infantry, six battalions, form 

ed in this number. The peace footing 
is 36,304 officers and 754,681 men. 

The army is armed with Mauser mag­
azine rifles and the cavalry with Mau­
ser carbines. The field and horse ar­
tillery have Krupp guns, firing a fif­
teen pound shell There are seventeen 
aeroplane companies, with 173 officers 
and 4,446 men. 

The' intended employment of the re­
serve troops in war has not been di­
vulged by the German general staff, 
but the plan* show that most of 
the two brigade divisions will be aug­
mented by a reserve brigade in war 
ami that all army corps in the German 
army can take the field with six bri­
gades,, the artillery being increased pro­
portionately by reserve regiments. To 
each Infantry division Is attached in 
war an artillery brigade of twelve bat­
teries. 

There are eighteen cyclist companies 
in the German army. The German 
field batteries are equipped with six 
guns each, and the horse batteries have 
four guns each. 

Prussia, with Baden and Hesse, is 
divided into sixteen military districts, 
each of which furnishes a complete 
army corps. There is also a Prussian 
guard corps drawn from the whole 

cepted and approved that the idea of 
adopting it for the whole army is being 
seriously discussed. The 144 guns of 
each army corps would then become 
thirty-six batteries in place of the pres­
ent twenty-four. For the time being 
this plan was vetoed. 

The chief reason against the change 
was the effect it would have on the 
line of march, as it would lengthen 
out the march column very considera­
bly. The tactical value of the four 
gun battery in the field was not dis­
puted. t 

Another artillery reform which was 
not by any means clearly indicated in 
the new military law was the great in­
crease of howitzers. Some of the rid­
ing batteries have been quietly changed 
into howitzer batteries, and now where 
every army corps had its complement 
of howitzers every division possesses 
the same force. The howitzer, indeed, 
in the opinion of many German critics, 
is "the weapon of the future." 

The Spirit of the Army. 
It is a superb sight to see a Ger­

man regiment on parade drill, perfect 
in equipment to the uttermost button, 
and Fritz in the ranks appreciates it 
and exults in it as well as the field 
marshal or even the sub-lieutenant 

|| French Army Is Splendid Type 
of Fighting Machine 

Third Strongest In Europe and Possessed of Wonderful 
Wartime Spirit—New Conscription Law. 

THE huge size of modern armies 
is in Itself a problem that 
makes the nations hesitate be­
fore employing them. Napo­

leon once declared that he doubted if 
any man could successfully conduct the 
operations of an army of 200,000 men, 
and added, with the characteristic ego­
tism of genius, that if that feat were 
possible he alone among living gen­
erals could perform i t But armies 
have enormously increased, and war 
has developed marrelously along scl-

reaching the age of forty-five. Hence­
forward a Frenchman is exempt from 'service was learned. 

Polncare to proceed to Russia with 
fresh assurances for the czar that 
France was prepared to do still more 
when the time came to enable the 
partners in the dual alliance to crush 
their mutual German foe. 

General Keim asserted that Instead 
of being numerically inferior to the 
German army at the present moment 
France, with 900,000 troops under 
arms, was vastly superior. Her artil­
lery also was in no respect less effec­
tive than Germany's. In one or two 
directions it was even superior. 

An amusing incident throwing char­
acteristic light on the unerring thor­
oughness of the French intelligence 

A German fron- J& 

military duty, but until uls forty-fifth 
birthday be attends a muster roll once 
a year and is at any moment liable to 
active service in the event of war. 

This rule was abolished for 'some 
time, and a two year active service 
system was adopted. To meet the in­
crease of the German army, following 
upon that of 1912, France returned to 
the three year enlistment system, un­
der which she will keep three classes 
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German Artillerymen at Practice 
For years the German kaiser, the war lord of Europe, has been getting the 

German army up to the highest point of efficiency. The troops have been 
constantly drilling and meneuvering. Here are shown artillerymen at target 
practice. The man elevated is keeping score. These men will now have a 
chance to exercise their skill at human targets. 

Photo by American Press Association. 
GENERAL VON MOLTKE, CHIEF OF STAFF 

OF THE GEBMAN ABHY. 

a brigade; two brigades a division and 
two divisions an army corps. In war 
all corps will be constituted of thirty-
six battalions. To each infantry di 
vision is attached an artillery brigade 
^twelve batteries) and a regiment of 
cavalry (four squadrons); to each army 
corps four batteries of howitzers, a 
battalion of rifles and an engineer bat­
talion. The war strength of a com­
plete division of two brigades is about 
14.000 and of an army corps of two 
divisions 30.000. There are altogether 
twenty-five army corps of two divisions 
each 

There is only one permanent cavalry 
division—that of the guard—but in war 
eight divisions are formed from the 
line regiments The normal strength 
of a cavalry division 1<* three brigades 
of two regiments each, with three bat­
teries of horse artillery, in all twenty-
four squadrons of twelve guns 

Total Field Army of 1.250,000. 
The total of the field army is 1.250. 

000. to which must be added the mo­
bile landwehr of 600.000 In addition 
it is estimated that there nre at least 
1.500.000 trained men to supply waste 
of war Th«» land«stnrm Is not inclnd-

kingdom. Saxony, Wurttemberg and 
Reichsland furnish five army corps 
In the German army are 217 regiments 
of infantry containing 471,796 men, 110 
regiments of cavalry with 82,007 men. 
100 regiments of field artillery with 
8G.000 men and 24 regiments of foot 
artillery with 33,000 men. The Ger­
man army uses 157,000 horses, of 
which over 80.000 are for the cavalry 
alone. 

Take Lessons From Napoleon. 

In January, 1914, the German war 
office ordered a translation to be pre­
pared of "Preceptes et Jugments de 
Napoleon," collected and classified by 
Lieutenant Colonel Ernest Picard of 
the French army. Thus after thirty-
four years the Germans seem to have 
taken the advice of Von Moltke to 
study the campaigns of Napoleon. But 
this is not all. As everybody knows. 
Napoleon's favorite arm was artillery, 
and in that arm there are to be wide­
spread reforms and reorganization, 
particularly with the object of obtain­
ing the greatest mobility, if not inter­
rupted by war. 

Eleven divisions of artillery have 
been changed from "riding" batteries 
to "driven" batteries. That is the of­
ficial description of the change, which 
—officially again—was defended on the 
ground that there would be a large 
saving in men and horses without any 
proportionate loss in fighting force, 
since it was practically useless to have 
the riding batteries unless they were 
always working in collaboration with 
cavalry, and for this purpose there 
were already enough. 

The most important part of the 
change, however, lies in the fact that 
the batteries are now only four guns 
each In place of the regular German 
six. This means a striking vindica­
tion of the French artillery principles, 
such as were propounded by General 
Langlols, and no doubt the teachings 
of the Balkan wars have had some­
thing to do with the innovation. Hith­
erto the German critics have criticized 
the French four gun battery on the 
ground that, if more mobile, it was 
far less forceful. 

Now. however, artillery experts here 
have come around to quite another 
point of view One of the most expe­
rienced reported the other day that the 
smaller batteries were both easier and 
quicker to handle on the march, and 
far easier to bring into action. Posi 
dons useful for a four gun battery 
were twice as easy to find, and they 
were generally far better than those 
for a six gun battery. 

The principle is now so generally ac-

But if Fritz is locked in jail for a week 
or two because a single button on his 
coat appeared to the eye of Baron von 
Martinet to be not absolutely free from 
tarnish by the acid test why, then, the 
other Fritzses frown behind their 
placid masks and welcome the propa 
ganda of democracy. It must be borne 
in mind that as the social democracy 
is the most numerous of all the po­
litical parties in the empire so the 
great majority at that party consists 
of men who have served their time 
with the colors under the conscription 
law. That fact gives added force to 
the popular disapproval of military 
abuses. It is not the army, per se, to 
which even radical social democrats 
object so much as to the tyrannous 
exaggerations of the spirit of military 
caste. There is arising a demand that 
the array shall be considered, and shall 
consider itself, a part of the citizen 
body of the nation, amenable in time 
of peace like all the rest to the com­
mon civil law. But in time of war all 
other considerations are overthrown. 

Kaiser the Supreme General. 
Emperor William is of course gener­

alissimo of the German armies, both 
of the kingdom of Prussia, of which 
be is king, and of the other kingdoms, 
duchies and principalities making up 
the German empire. With him are as­
sociated as leaders of their armies the 
kings of Saxony, Wurttemberg, Ba­
varia, etc., all of whom are train­
ed soldiers. The heads of the other 
smaller German states are also mili­
tary men and for the most part capa­
ble leaders of the forces of their 
states. 

Next to Emperor William comes the 
chief of staff. Lieutenant General 
Count Helmuth von Moltke, nephew 
of the famous Von Moltke, who was 
accounted the greatest strategist of 
the nineteenth century save only Na­
poleon Bonaparte. Count von Haesel-
er holds the rank of field marshal gen 
eral, the highest in the German or any 
other army. Other officers high in rank 
are Generals Von Goltz, Von Linde-
qulst. Von Plessen, Von Kessel, Von 
Horn, Von Buelow, Von Scholl and 
Von Prlttwitz—all these in addition to 
the numerous royalties, Prussian and 
non-Prussian, who hold high rank In 
the German army. In some cases the 
titles of these last named are purely 
honorary and they cannot be called 
upon for active field serrlce, but in 
others, as has been stated, the royal­
ties are trained soldiers and able to 
give good accounts of themselves as 
masters of large bodies of fighting 
men. War always finds them in the 
forefront of the German forces. 
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1, FRENCH ARMORED AEROPLANE; 2, FRENCH SOLDIERS IN 
ARMY CART; 3, GENERAL J0FFRE, CHIEF OF STAFF FRENCH 
ARMY. 

entiflc lines since the day of the first 
Napoleon. Problems are far more in­
tricate now than then. New methods 
of transportation have removed old dif­
ficulties and raised fresh ones, and to­
day it is the nation that can begin to 
fight the quickest that wins those ini­
tial advantages which often lead to 
ultimate victory, even over a superior 
force. 

The fighting strength of France is 
,about 3,000,000 men—an army only 
smaller than those of Russia and of 
Germany. She has some difficulty in 
keeping her active regiments at full 
strength, but her powers at a pinch 
have astonished the world more than 
once. She has shown her astounding 
elasticity and ability to recover from 
most crushing reverses, while her 
troops have ever been Imbued with pa­
triotic fervor and the fierce spirit of 
war. The French army must be con­
fessed a magnificent fighting machine, 
albeit the French spirit of militarism 
is a curse to that great country, and 
a grave stumbling block in the way of 
her true progress, according to some. 

On a peace footing her army is about 
560,000 strong, or more than three 
times as large as it was forty-four 
years ago, when she suffered defeat in 
her memorable struggle with Germany 
She has also improved mightily in her 
knowledge of military science since 
those days. It is said that France is 
behind other powers in her employ­
ment of smokeless powder and that 
her small arms lack uniformity, but 
time may prove this assertion erro­
neous, and, whatever else she lacks, 
her field evolutions and strategic pow­
ers are beyond all question unsur­
passed by any army in Europe. France 
is, of course, .rich compared to her im­
mediate rival. Germany, by virtue of 
her enormous agricultural resources. 

Tried to Fool France's Enemies. 

As we have said, despite her system 
of conscription it is not easy for her 
to keep her regiments full, and she 
lacks her great rival's astounding pow­
er of quick motion and concentration, 
but it is possible that she insists on 
these defects too obviously, and in 
that case we may assume that France 
is not unwilling to be supposed a little 
more behindhand in her military affairs 
than is the fact. The nation that un­
derrates her in time of war will as cer­
tainly rue it, for when of late her 
strength had occasion to be put forth 
nothing appeared that might tend to 
show her a shadow weaker than her 
fellow powers. 

France now demands three years' ac­
tive service from all her male citizens: 
then her soldiers pass into the active 
reserve, which position they occupy 
for ten years. During that time they 
are twice called into the field and each 
term of service lasts for a month. Her 
warriors then pass into the territorial 
army, in which they serve for six 
years and during which period they 
go upon active service for one fort­
night They then pass Into the terrl-
forinl ro«cr^p whoro thov remain until 

with the colors Instead of two. The 
effect of this law is to increase the 
peace strength of the French army by 
one-half. Great as is the sacrifice in 
volved, it is nevertheless cheerfully 
made by the French people. A fresh 
attempt was made by executive order 
to adjust the longstanding differences 
between the war and navy depart­
ments as to who should have charge 
of the coast defense of France. The 
great trouble in the past was the divi­
sion of responsibility. The new order 
did not remove i t After the fall ma­
neuvers, held near Toulose, a great 
number of officers of high rank were 
summarily placed on the retired list 
owing to the inefficiency displayed by 
them. This energetic proceeding testi­
fies to the determination of the French 
to be ready at all times for action. 

The Teservists are divided into dif­
ferent classes, according to the number 
of years which have elapsed since they 
quit active service. In all cases the 

tier cavalry regiment near Metz was 
recently alarmed early in the morning 
and was ordered to carry out a make 
believe war maneuver consisting in oc­
cupying a certain strategic point on 
the adjacent frontier. 

Found the French Ready. 

The regiment executed the order 
with brilliant dash and with the great­
est punctuality, but the officers were 
astonished to find as they approached 
the spot that a full regiment of French 
cavalry was also riding toward the 
same point from the other side of the 
frontier. The two regiments arrived 
at the border line practically simul­
taneously. Both the German and the 
French officers considered it a huge 
joke and, dismounting, mingled for 
agreeable conversation and exchanged 
smokes for a matter of fifteen minutes. 

The French had prompt knowledge 
of the maneuver and met i t 

The death warrant for the French 
soldiers' famous red trousers was sign­
ed in the chamber of deputies in July, 
in the future the army of the republic 
will go to war clothed in a neutral 
shade of gray blue, which, it is assert­
ed, will make the wearers invisible to 
the enemy at 500 yards instead, as at 
present, being plainly discernible at 
1,500 yards. The change is expected 
to take seven years and does not affect 
the present situation. 

M. Messimy, the minister of war, in 
urging the necessity for the measure 
was supported in his argument by cit­
ing the example of the British army, 
which adopted khaki in the Transvaal, 
and the experience of the wars in the 
Balkans. 

In military aeroplanes the French 
army outclasses any other. The num­
ber of machines available for war use 
is put as high as 1,000, with aviators 
of expei ience to man them. 

For a century France has adhered to 
the belief of Bonaparte that the artil­
lery, properly supported by infantry, is 
the most effective arm of the service. 
Xapoieon himself was an artilleryman, 
and the handling of the big guns was a 
favorite study with him. It will be re­
called that his placing of the guns in 
the streets of Paris during the revolu­
tion did much to make him the master 
of Franca 

In all of the wars in which France 
has been engaged since the era of the 
first Napoleon—in the Crimea. In Aus­
tria, in the unsuccessful contest with 
GernJany in 1870-1—Frenchmen have 
distinguished themselves by their han­
dling of artillery. Their batteries are 
noted for their mobility and the ease 
and quickness with which the ammu­
nition is handled. In addition, the 
placing of the batteries in time of ac­
tion has been made a special study at 
the French military schools. Various 
foreign observers have certified their 
belief that in this branch of military 
work France leads the world. 

Indeed, it was asserted that the over­
whelming defeat of the Turks In the 
recent war in the Balkans was due In 
some degree to the fact that their field 
guns, of German manufacture, were 
outclassed by the artillery of the allied 
Balkan powers, which was made in 
France. French military writers ex-
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FRENCH ARTILLERY IN ACTION. 

practice is to summon them back to 
the colors, with the latest to leave serr­
lce first and the others in order. 

To sum up, the army of France Is to­
day among the most magnificent the 
world has ever known. 

In July of the present year, before 
the outbreak of the war, Senator Hum­
bert made an exposure in Paris of the 
unpreparedness of the French war es­
tablishment in the immediate proxim­
ity of the German frontier. It was not" 
taken very seriously in France. 

French Made • Bluff. 
General Keim of the German Army 

league, who is an expert on the ins 
and outs of sentiment molding, said 
in Der Tag that the true, inwardness 
of M. Humbert's revelations was a de­
sire to pave the way for-fresh French 
military armaments. The senator's 
declaration that the republic's army 
was not equipped to cross either the 
Moselle or the Bhine gave the whole 
game away, according to General 
Keim. and illustrated clearly that the 
exposure was a parliamentary bluff for 
the purpose of arousing the country 
to the need of fresh sacrifices for mili­
tary expenditure. 

The bluff was timed, says General 
Keim. in order to enable President 

tilted openly over this assertion and 
declared that in the test of war the 
French guns would outmaneuver and 
outshoot the Krupps. 

It must not be forgotten that French 
officers and men have been tested In 
actual warfare in the north of Africa. 
The French colonies in Algiers are 
held only by the tenure of arms, and 
it was for their protection that France 
came so near going to war with Ger­
many over Morocco. The tribes of the 
Interior, near akin to the "first class 
fighting men" of whom Kipling wrote, 
have kept Frenchmen busy for* many 
years. The campaigning on the desert 
is much harder than anything French 
soldiers are called upon to face in de­
fense of their beloved fatherland or 
when invading the lands of their conn-
try's European foes. 

Above all, the motive animating 
Frenchmen in a war with Germany Is 
the desire to recover Alsace and Lor­
raine, torn from France by the vic­
torious Germans in 1870-1. The cry 
of "La revanche!" heard in France at 
Intervals for forty years has never 
been stilled, and it puts new life Into 
the French soldier to know that he b 
battling for the redemption of the lost 
provinces. 
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TWO GIRLS AND BOY KILLED 

Meet Death in Attempting to Cross 
Railway Tracks. 

Glassboro, N. J.,. Aug. 9.—Twq 
girls and a boy were killed by an At­
lantic City, electric exnresa train here 

when they attempted to drive across 
the tracks of the West Jersey and 
Seashore railroad. The dtjad are: 

Harriet Homon, eleven years odd; 
HarryrHomon, fifteen years, and Har­
riet Lattln, eighteen years old. 

Dentist Kills Two and Self. 
Chicago, Aug. 8.—Dr. Olaf Lange, a 

dentist of this city, while insane kill­
ed his wife and three-year-old son and 
committed suicide. He stabbed Mrs. 
Lange and the child and then cut his 
throat. _:;_ 

CURTIS LEADS BY OVER 3,000 

Kansas Senatorial Contest Practically 
Decided. 

Topeka, Kan., Aug. 8.—Eighty coun­
ties out_ of_ 105 in__thc. state gave 

Charles Curtis of Topeka ? net lead 
of 3,433 votes over Joseph L. Bristow 
for the Republican nomination for the 
United States senate. Congressman 
George A. Neeley continued to lead 
Hugh P. Farrelly of Chanute for the 
Democratic nomination., *~ *? 
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