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BETHEL LUTHERAN. 
Regular mid-week services Thurs

day evening at 7:30 p. m. The choir 
will meet for rehearsal after the ser
vices. 

The annual meeting of the Bethel 
Lutheran congregation will be held 
Friday evening at 7:30 p. m. 

Swedish services next Sunday 
morning at 10:30 o'clock. 

English song service next Sunday 
evenint* at 7:30 'oclock when the or
der of service will be as follows: 

Hymn—Congregation. 
Opening service. 
Selection—Mixed Quartette. 
Hymn—Congregation. 
Sermon. 
Selection—Male Quarette. 
Offering. 
Hymn—Congregation. 
Closing service. 
All are welcome to these services, 

t t t 
LUTHERAN FREE. 

Prayermeeting Thursday evening at 
the parsonage. 

Zilo Children's Society will meet 
Saturday afternoon at church base
ment, and Mrs. S. E. Magnuson will 
serve refreshments. 

Services next Sunday at 11 o'clock 
a. m. and 7:45 p. m. 

Sunday school at 12:15 and Bible 
class at 7. 

The annual meeting of the congre
gation will be held Tuesday afternoon, 
Jan. 12, at 1 o'clock p. m. 

The Ladies' Society in the city will 
hold its next meeting Wednesday af
ternoon, Jan. 13, and Mesdames O. N. 
Grue, O. K. Severinson, A. O. Jacob-
son and N. J. Peterson will serve re
freshments. 

t t t 
NORW. LUTH. SYNOD. 

Next Sunday services in Norwegian 
at 10:30 a. m. Sunday school at 12:15 
p- m. English evening services at 
7:30. 

The Ladies' Society here in the 
city meets tomorrow (Thursday) af
ternoon. Refreshments will be serv
ed by Mrs. Stromsedt, Mrs. Enger and 
Mrs. Swenson. 

The annual meeting of the Vinje 
Congregation will be held at the 
church next Monday at 10 a. m. 

The Missionary Society meets with 
Mrs. P. Heimdahl next Tuesday after
noon. 

t t t 
SWEDISH MISSION. 

Services are held every night this 
week and next, excepting Saturday 
and Monday evenings. 

Sunday school starts at 9:30 a. m. 
and Sabbath morning worship at 10:-
45. Young People' meeting at 6:30 
p. m. and evening service at 7:30. This 
being the prayerweek of the year we 
urge the people to be faithful in at
tending all these meetings. 

' T 
FIRST METHODIST. 

Fourth St. and Trott Ave. 
J. L. Parmeter, Pastor. 

Services 10:30 a. m., 7:30 p. m. 
Sunday school, 11:45 a. m. 
Epworth League, 6:45 p. m. 
Subjects for next Sunday: Morning, 

"The Church;" Evening, "The Modern 
Way." 

Strangers and visitors cordially in
vited to all services 

t t t 
SWEDISH M. E. 

During prayer week services every 
evening except Monday and Saturday 
beginning at 7:30. 

Next Sunday services both morning 
and evening at usual times In the 
morning Communion. 

A week from tomorrow the Ladies' 
Aid will meet in church. Mesdames 
C. A. Green and Aug. Hultberg will 
serve. 

t t T 
SALVATION ARMY. 

The Salvation Army meetings Wed
nesday, Saturday and Sunday at 8 
p. m. 

Saturday, Jan. 16th at 8 p. m., there 
will be an auction sale and coffee soc
ial. Free admission. 

Sunday, Jan. 17 at 8 p. m., farewell 
meeting for Candidate Anna Rakke 
and Ensign and Mrs. E. Benson. All 
Invited. 

t t t 
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCIENTIST 
Subject: "Sacrament." 
Sunday Service, 10:45 a. m. 
Wednesday at 8 p. m. 
All are welcome to these services. 
Free reading room in church edi

fice, open every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 2 to 4 p. m. 

MRS. AMUND CHRISTOFFERSON. 
Mrs. Ingeborg Knudson Christoffer-

son, whose death on Christmas Day, 
was mentioned last week, was born 
Jan. 1, 183S, in Gudbrandsdalen, Nor
way. She grew to womanhood in 
Ringebu, in the above named valley 
and in 1861 was married to Amund 
Christofferson. In 1864 they came to 
America and lived in Waupaca, Wis., 
six years. In 1870 they came to the 
township of Burbank where they have 
lived since. The following children 
are left with the husband to mourn: 
Mrs. P. J. Berg of Willmar; C. M., 
Mary, Ella, and A. T. Christofferson 
of Burbank; K. A- Christofferson of 
Edinburg, N. D.; Mrs. Martin Jacob-
son, Montevideo; Mrs. B. M. Iverslie, 
Park River, N. D.; Mrs. C. C Moe of 
Minneapolis; and Dr. H. O. Christof
ferson of Amboy. All except K. O., 
and Mrs. Iverslie "were present at the 
funeral which occurred Dec 29 at the 
Gausdal church, Rev. E. M. Hanson' 
officiating. Rev. Severin Chelmen 
was present and spoke as also did 
Mr. Erik Jakobson. The following 
were the pall bearers: Hans Halvor-
son, T. Z. Newgord, Carsten Mork,' 
Erik Jakobson, E. O. Nordrum and J. 
O. Iverson. The following verses 
were written for the occasion by Rev. 
Hanson: 

(Tone: Hin time i Gethsemane.) 
0 kjare Jesus, tak for alt 
Hvad du for mig har gjordt. 
Jeg fik forladelse og fred. 
Nyt liv! O tank hvor stort. 
Nu Gud ske lov, min strid er endt. 
Forlosningstunden dog 
Den dag da Sonnen blev os sendt 
Min Fader hjem mig tog. 

Nu firer jeg da julefest 
1 himmelrig hos Gud; 
Vor Herre Jesus selv vor prest 
Og jeg hans kjobte brud. 
O sorg og grad dog ei for mig, 
Men priser Herrens navn 
Som naadigen forbarmet sig 
Og tog mig i sin favn. 
Farvel da barn, farvel du mand, 
Farvel, I venner kjar 
Farvel, og tak for hvad I gav, 
Gud lone hver isar. 
Men vi skal sees hist hos Gud. 
Enhver som paa Ham tror 
Skal blive lost of fangslet ud 
Det er hans sande ord. 

Farvel, farvel, O moder kjar, 
Tak for hvad du os gav, 
En soskenflock forsamlet er, 
Og folger til din grav, 
Der maa vi skilles. Men hos Gud 
Vi samles skal engang, 
Naar vi er frelst af trangslen ud 
Og synge Lammets sang. 

HANS OLSON MELBY. 
Hans O. Melby died at the home of 

Mrs. Erick Olson, near Eagle Lake, 
at one o'clock the morning of Decem
ber 21st. 

Hans Olson Melby was born at 
Kongsvinger, Norway, January 26th, 
1827. In 1867 he came to America 
and settled near Carver, where he re
mained for a short time. He then 
lived with his brother Andrew, near 
Long Lake, until 1889, when he mov
ed to Willmar, where he resided with 
his brother, Hendrick, on Nelson Ave 
In January, 1901, Hendrick O. Melby 
died, and shortly after this, Hans 
Melby moved to the Erick Olson 
place, where he lived until his death. 

The funeral was held at the Eagle 
Lake church, where services were 
conducted by Rev. E. O. Larson. The 
pall bearers were Erick Bergeson, C. 
W. Peterson, Jacob Kloster, H. J. 
Berg, Sivert Olson and C. Gunderson. 

He is survived by one brother, An
drew O. Melby, who lives at Spicer 
and by a number of nieces and neph
ews. 
'Tis hard to break the tender cord, 

When love has bound the heart. 
'Tis hard, so hard, to speak the words 

"We must forever part." 
Dearest loved one, we must lay thee 

In the peaceful grave's embrace, 
But thy memory will be cherished 
'Till we see thy heavenly face. 

Card of Thanks. 
We hereby extend our cordial and 

sincere thanks to all our Willmar 
friends, and all from out of the city 
as well as to the entire Swedish M. 
E. congregation for their sympathy 
and kindness shown us during the ill
ness of our beloved daughter and sis
ter, and for the many floral tributes. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Brandt, 
Mrs. Ole Lund, 
Mrs. Oscar Benson, 
Oscar Brandt, 
Wm. Brandt. 

THE LATE JOHN JOHNSON 

The Willmar Merchant who passed away this morning 
at 7:00 o'clock. 

L O C A L A N D P E R S O N A L 

Dr. L. C. Harrison, Osteopathy and 
Sulphur Vapor Bath, Carlson Block. 

FOR SALE 
A t a Bargain 

One 6 H. P. McVicker Gaso
line Engine 

One 7 H. P. White Gasoline 
Engine Rebuilt

a9
an„de^sgood 

OMAN MACHINE 
WORKS CO. 

WILLMAR, MINN. 

TJOSTEL THORSON. 
Tjostel Thorson, an old and respect

ed citizen of the town of St. John's 
died at his home Monday, December 
21st, at 2:40 o'clock. Death was due 
to asthma and a complication of dis
eases, and followed an illness of two 
weeks. 

Tjostel Thorson was born at Hvikne 
Gudbrandsdalen, Norway, August 21, 
1855, and there he passed his early 
boyhood. In the month of June, 1873, 
he came to America, and four years 
later. May, 1877, he settled in the 
town of St. Johns, where he resided 
at the time of his death. November 
13, 1883, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Severine Jacobson and sev
en children were born to them. He 
is survived by his wife and six chil
dren, Misses Thrine, Lydia, Inga and 
Alma Thorson, and Ole T. and Thor-
wald Thorson, all living at home. One 
daughter died in 1903. He is also 
survived by two brothers, Iver, of St. 
John's and Ole, of the town of Will
mar, and one sister, Mrs. John Ras-
mussen of Estevan, Can. 

He was an active and honored mem
ber of St. John's church, and will be 
sadly missed by all who knew him. 

The funeral was held at two o'clock 
Wednesday afternoon, at the St. Johns 
church, Rev. M. B. Michaelson offici
ating, and Interment was made at St. 
Johns cemetery. The pall bearers 
were Chas. Masterson, Steffen An
derson, John Hamnes, Ole Olstead, 
R. Rasmussen and P. C. Greenfield. 

The bereaved family have the sym
pathy of the entire community in their 
great loss. 

Dr. H. P. Porter, Dentistry, Carlton 
Block.—Adv. 

Wiggins Plumbing 
is 

Good Plumbing 

J. E. Seagren, your new 
druggist, who is also an ex
perienced jeweler, is now 
ready to do all kinds of jewel
ry and watch repairing. He 
also has a fine line of new 
and up-to-date jewelry. Go 
in and see him at 202 Fifth 
Street—adv. 
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—Miss Gertrude Palm entertained 
the book club this afternoon. 

—Mrs. Matt Casey of Glenwood is 
the guest of Mrs. M. Downs. 

—Mrs. Al Palm entertains the west 
end Birthday Club tomorrow. 

—Edward M. Elkjer spent Sunday 
at his home north of Pennock. 

—C. L. Collins spent the week end 
visiting at his home in Benson. 

—Ben Benson went to Clara City 
this afternoon on a business trip. 

—Mrs. Nels Larson left for her new 
home at Beardsley, Monday afternoon. 

—J. P. Johnson of Pennock was a 
visitor in this city Monday afternoon. 

—Mrs. Olga Turner returned Mon
day from a visit with friends at Glen
wood. 

—Miss Mildred Lundquist returned 
to Kandiyohi Monday afternoon after 
a visit in this city. 

—Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Dahl of Har
rison spent the holidays visiting with 
relatives in this city. 

—Miss Helen Edgren left Monday 
afternoon for Murdock where she is 
teaching school. 

—Selphia Larson returned Monday 
from a visit with friends at Glenwood 
and Paynesville. 

—Miss Florence Lundgren of St. 
Paul arrived last week for a visit with 
friends in this city. 

—O. J. Nickelson returned last Sat
urday afternoon from a week's visit 
at Sioux Falls, S. D. 

—Mrs. S. B. Dykema of Roseland 
arrived Monday for a short visit with 
relatives in this city. 

—Miss Carmen Anderson returned 
Tuesday evening from her visit with 
relatives at Minneapolis. 

—Ole Larson of Pennock spent a 
couple of days visiting in this city 
the latter part of last week. 

—Miss Harriet Lorentzen left last 
Wednesday for Glenwood for a short 
visit with friends at that place. 

—Miss Helen Lindberg arrived last 
Friday from Belfield, Mont., for a vis
it with her parents in this city. 

—The Misses Hattie Swenson and 
Gertrude Bartelson spent New Years 
at the former's home in Raymond. 

—Miss Florence Munson of New 
London was the guest of Miss May 
Osmundson a few days last week. 

—Mrs. P. J. Erickson of Milaca ar
rived last Wednesday evening for a 
visit at the Andrew Peterson home. 

—Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bonde enter
tained fourteen friends at a New 
Years party last Thursday evening. 

—Miss Stella Noren left Monday 
afternoon for St Cloud, to resume her 
studies at the Normal school there. 

—Theodore Ostle and Lawrence 
Moe of Montevideo spent several days 
last week visiting at the Botnen home 
in this city. 

—The Misses Esther and Viola 
Somerville, and Ray Somerville spent 
New Year's visiting with relatives at 
Raymond. 

—Mrs. Gust Knutson and daughter 
Mabel returned last evening from 
Fairbault where Miss Pearl Knutson 
attends school. 

—Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Hansen left 
Tuesday for their new home at Sand
stone where Mr. Hansen has charge 
of a lumber yard. 

—Mrs. Mary Koch returned to her 
home in this city last week Thursday 
following a few months' visit with 
relatives in Wisconsin. 

—Harry Olson arrived from Dris-
coll, N. D., yesterday afternoon and is 
visiting at the home of his parents. 
Mr. and Mrs. O. B. Olson. 

—Arthur Limperich returned Mon
day afternoon from a several days' 
visit with friends and relatives at 
Alexandria and Melrose. 

—Miss Isabel Somerville spent last 
week visiting with Mr. and Mrs. E. M 
Chesbrough at Herman, Minn. She 
returned Saturday afternoon. 

—Miss Hazel Lien, who has been 
spending the holidays at her home in 
this city left the last of the week for 
her school near Buell, Minn. 

—Mr. Portner of Minneapolis, who 
has been assisting in taking inventory 
at the Co-operative Store last week, 
left Monday evening for Benson. 

—Vice President J. M. Gruber, and 
General Superintendent F. Bell of the 
Great Northern, were in the city be
tween trains Monday afternoon. 

—Oscar Johnson enroute from his 
home at Belview to Portland, N. D., 
was the guest of friends in this city 
Monday afternoon and evening. 

—Mrs. C. A. Affleck returned Tues
day evening from the cities where 
she had been the guest of relatives 
over Christmas and New Years. 

—Mr. and Mrs. Minor Anderson of 
Paynesville, were the guests of his 
parents a few days last week, return
ing to their home on Wednesday. 

—Mr. and Mrs. Minor Anderson of 
Paynesville, were the guests of his 
parents a few days last week, return
ing to their home on Wednesday. 

—Florence, Violet and Harold Som
erville of Raymond spent Sunday vis
iting with their grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. E. Somerville, in this city. 

—Maurice Nordstrom, who Is em
ployed in the Northwestern National 
Bank at Minneapolis spent New Years 
and Sunday at his home in this city. 

—Maxfield C. Lewis of the Handy-
Lewis Motor Co., is taking his winter 
vacation. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are 
visiting relatives at McGregor, Iowa. 

—Miss Genevieve Layden of Browns 
Valley visited with Miss Myrtle Miller 
between trains Monday, enroute for 
Alexandria where she teaches school. 

—Mr. and Mrs. A. Anderson return
ed to Madelia the first of the week 
after a short visit at the home of 
tUeir son, A. A. Anderson, in this city. 

—Edwin Kiland left Tuesday to re
sume his studies at Luther College at 
Decorah, la., after spending the holi
days visiting with his parents in this 
city. 

—Miss Emma Somerville returned 
to her school at St. Johns Sunday af
ternoon, following a two weeks' vaca
tion spent at the home of her par
ents in this city. 

—Miss Clara Benson returned Mon
day afternoon from her home at Tyler, 
Minn., where she had spent the holi
days visiting and reopened her dress
making parlors yesterday. 

—Miss Myrtle Miller leaves Friday 
for Clearwater to resume her duties 
as teacher at that place, after having 
spent her holiday vacation with her 
mother, Mrs. Emma Miller of this 
city. 

—Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Peterson and 
son Alan left the first of the week for 
a trip to Phoenix, Arizona, and sev
eral points in California. They ex
pect to be away until the last of Feb
ruary. 

—Mr. and Mrs. William Olson of 
Spicer are temporary residents ol this 
city. They are occupying the P. M. 
Peterson residence on Fifth St while 
Mr. and Mrs. Peterson are in Cali
fornia. 

—The 1913-1914 classes of the Will
mar high school held a reunion at 
Carlson hall last Thursday evening. 
The evening was spent in games and 
music and at a late hour delicious re
freshments were served. 

—Walter and Arthur Tolo came 
down from Belgrade Monday after
noon and visited with relatives and 
friends until Tuesday when they left 
for Decorah, la., to resume their 
studies at Luther College. 

—Floyd Domer returned from Foley 
Monday afternoon. He wrestled there 
Saturday evening, Chris Pearson of 
Duluth, being his opponent. The bout 
went but one fall, which Domer se
cured after 32 minutes of work. 

—The members of the Swedish Bap
tist church gave a farewell reception 
to Rev. and Mrs. Oberg on New 
Year's evening, in the church. They 
presented Mr. Oberg with a purse of 
money, as a token of the esteem in 
which he is held by them. 

—Peter C Jensen, the new owner of 
the Soldahl farm in St. John's ar
rived from Ruthven, Iowa, yesterday. 
His family will be coming later. The 
Tribune acknowledges a pleasant call 
from Mr. Jensen today, and welcome 
him and his family to Kandiyohi coun
ty. 

—A number of friends very pleas
antly surprised Mrs. Gus Newberg on 
Monday afternoon, the occasion being 
the anniversary of her birthday. 
Cards were played during the after
noon, and a delicious lunch was serv
ed. Before leaving the guests pre
sented Mrs. Newberg with a fine cut 
glass bowl as a remembrance of the 
occasion. 

A Shattered Romance. 
A romance was nipped in the bud 

this morning. A young Montevideo 
couple, Harry Samson and Miss Star-
buck, ran away from home last eve
ning, and headed for Minneapolis. 
They came in here this morning on 
No. 52 and instead of going right thru 
on No. 10 decided to wait for the af
ternoon train. They made a fatal mis
take there, however, as the sheriff 
called up from Montevideo this morn
ing, and as soon as the couple were 
identified, they were held, and sent 
back on the afternoon train. Mr. Sam
son is a civil engineer and has been in 
the employ of the Milwaukee road at 
Montevideo. The girl is but sixteen 
years of age. 

Approves Work of Economy and 
Efficiency Commission. 

PRIMARY LAW GETS HIS 0. K. 

Wiggins Plumbing 
is 

Good Plumbing 

Unless to Cure Minor Defects Govern

or Says There Should Be No Change 

in the Statute—Favors State Devel

opment of Waste Lands to Encour

age Early Settlement 

St. Paul, Jan. 6.—Governor W. S. 
Hammond, in his Inaugural address to 
the legislature, paid particular atten
tion to the reorganization of the state 
departments as recommended by the 
economy and efficiency commission. 
He commended the report and urged 
its adoption into law. The address, in 
part, follows: 

"The last legislature in its wisdom 
saw fit to enact legislation providing 
for the election of the members of 
both house and senate as nonpartisans. 
There is considerable difference of 
opinion as to the expediency of this 
departure from a well established 
practice in Minnesota, but the statute 
has been enacted, and in the recent 
election the voters selected their rep
resentatives in this legislative body 
regardless of their political beliefs. 
The statute is entitled to a fair trial. 

"The people believe in primaries. 
They realize that there are defects in 
the primary election system, but they 
prefer that system as it is to a return 
to the old convention plan, and unless 
it be to cure some defects in the pres
ent law or some unfortunate condi
tions that the statute permits, there 
should be no change in our primary 
election law. 

"It Is a matter of common knowl
edge that many Democrats vote in 
Republican primaries and help nomi
nate Republican candidates. Undoubt
edly many Republicans likewise vote 
in Democratic primaries, and mem
bers of other political parties assist 
in nominating candidates for whom 
they do not intend to vote. Perhaps 
on the whole no great harm is done 
by this kind of voting, but the spirit 
of the law is violated. Should the leg
islature see fit to amend the primary 
law so as to permit all electors to par
ticipate in each primary, considerable 
criticism of the system would be 
avoided; no harm would be done, and 
on the whole, probably better nomina
tions would be made. 

TOO MANY AMENDMENTS. 

"At the last election there were 
submitted to the electors eleven pro
posed constitutional amendments, and 
all but one defeated. The ordinary 
voter has not the time, or will not 
take the time, to familiarize himself 
with so large a number of proposi
tions. Each one is worthy of much 
study and of earnest consideration. It 
is too much to expect that voters will 
give such study and consideration to 
eleven proposals in a single election. 
One or two of them might be submit
ted and the judgment of the people 
obtained upon these, but when a large 
number are proposed a great many 
voters will either not vote at all or 
vote 'No' because they do not feel 
justified in voting 'Yes.' Of the 
amendments approved in the legisla
ture it is advisable that some method 
be adopted to determine the one most 
important, and submit that, and that 
alone, to the plebiscite. 

"The first proposed amendment pro
viding for direct legislation by the 
people of the state through the initia
tive and referendum was defeated, al 
though it received a greater number 
of votes than any one of the othei 
ten amendments save only the ninth, 
which was approved, and there were 
less votes against it than were cast 
in opposition to the one that carried. 
While I think this particular amend* 
ment should not be submitted at the 
next election to the people, I do rec
ommend that a proposed constitution
al amendment empowering the legis
lature to enact legislation establish
ing the initiative and referendum be 
submitted. 

GOOD ROADS AND DRAINAGE. 

"There must be no backward step 
taken in the construction and main
tenance of good roads throughout the 
commonwealth, and in the develop
ment of a conservative forestry pol
icy. The so called Dunn law, in my 
judgment a well balanced enactment, 
may perhaps be made better by some 
minor changes, but on the whole it is 
working well. The amount of money 
expended for roads increased more 
than 200 per cent in the six years end
ing in 1913, and so large an expend! 
ture directs the attention of the peo
ple to the work accomplished and the 
methods pursued. Care must be taken 
lest criticism develop into antagonism, 
and it would be well to leave with the 
local authorities as much control and 
direction of road work as is compati
ble with uniform improvement of the 
highways throughout the state. 

"There is in the state a great body 
of land which ought to be productive, 
but which is now little better than a 
waste. This land, fertile and capable 
of producing crops and furnishing 
homes for settlers, needs improve 
ment. Some of it must be cleared; 
some of it must be drained; some oi 
it is inaccessible and roads must be 
built so that It can be reached. There 
are many settlers attracted by Its 
fertility who would like to purchase 
It and make homes upon it, but they 
are without the means needed to pur
chase and Improve it and to await its 
development They must find land 
that will yield quick returns. It 
seems to me the state can well afford 
to develop this waste land, and when 
it is ready for settlement; that is, 
when settlers can go upon it and by 
industry and good judgment secure 
an early return for their effort, sell 
It to actual settlers on easy terms. 
TEMPERANCE LEGISLATION. 

"In the last election there was much 

Historical and Anniversary Calendar 
ISSUED BY THE 

Willmar Tribune 
IS NOW BEING DISTRIBUTED 

w%^*^^»^w^"^^^"^w^"^^» 

The edition is limited to 1,500. Following our cus
tom we will mail one to each of our subscribers who 
sends us a year's subscription, as long as supply lasts. 
The figures are large, and the calendar is designed more 
for utility than style. Many of our subscribers tell us 
that they value this style of calendar very much, for its 
utility as well as the local history which brings back old 
times to them. 

IF YOU WANT ONE, ACT SOON 

controversy over temperance legis
lation, and practically every represen
tative and senator elected have come 
here either opposed to a change from 
local option to county option or in 
favor of such a change; very likely 
each member desires an opportunity 
to express his own opinion and to give 
voice to the prevailing sentiment in 
the district he represents. There are 
numerous plans for the promotion of 
temperance, and every one is in fa
vor of temperance legislation or claims 
to be in favor of it. Some of our 
citizens would prohibit the sale, the 
manufacture and the use of intoxi
cating liquors of all kinds within the 
state. Others would prohibit their 
manufacture and sale, but not their 
use. Others would distinguish be
tween spiritous liquors and malt and 
vinous beverages. The majority, how
ever, apparently favor the licensing 
of the sale of intoxicating liquors eith
er by the counties or by lesser po
litical units, and while I am convinc
ed that sooner or later the people of 
this state will pass upon some kind 
of a prohibition measure, just now 
the question is, Shall there be county 
option in place of existing local op
tion? Since nearly every member 
knows now what his vote will be, it 
does not seem that a discussion of 
the matter at any length is either de
sirable or necessary. Whatever de
termination you may reach upon coun
ty option, I trust that all other pro
posals tending to promote temperance 
among the people of this state will re
ceive your attention, and that you 
may be able to;place upon the stat
ute books some measures that will 
make for temperance. 
ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY. 

"A matter of great concern and of 
farreachlng consequence will come be
fore you at this session. For many 
years students of public affairs and 
those concerned in the activities of 
the state have believed the civil ad
ministration should be reorganized. 
We have now a number of offices, de
partments and commissions acting in
dependently and unrelated to each 
other. There is lack of co-ordination 
and lack of supervision. Necessarily 
there is duplication of work and that 
means unnecessary work. The dupli
cation of work necessitates a large 
number of employes. If one man can 
perform the services required in two 
departments, it is a waste to employ 
two men. 

"But there is a matter of still great
er importance. These commissions, 
boards, departments and offices, 
working along different lines and oft-
times at cross purposes, make effort 
for good government far less effective 
than if directed by one chief super
visor and toward a definte goal. Ef
ficiency is the highest type of econ
omy. The purpose of reorganizing 
the civil administration of Minnesota 
is to secure economy through greater 
efficiency. The governor of this state 
in October, 1913, appointed the Min
nesota efficiency and economy com
mission. It was made up of thirty 
citizens of the state, representing all 
parts of it geographically. Several 
months ago it published its prelimit 
nary report and announced that its 
final report would be ready for the 
legislature of 1915. That report has 
been prepared and will be brought to 
your attention. It proposes three 
things: 
8UBSTANCE OF REPORT. 

"First, a reorganization of the civil 
administration of this state. Second, 
the inauguration of the merit system 
for the selection of state employes. 
Third, the establishment of a budget 
for use in connection with •appropria
tions. Now, its third recommenda
tion, the establishment of a budget, 
will encounter no serious opposition, 
that is, direct opposition. Every one 
will pronounce it a good thing. Some
thing toward its establishment might 
be done even if the other recommen
dations were unapproved, but the work 
will be done much better, much more 
effectively, and be of .greater value, if 
the proposed reorganization is accom
plished. Each commission, depart
ment or office for which appropria
tion is made or which has the ex
penditure of money, would some time 
previous to the meeting of the legis
lature make its estimate of the amount 
of money required for its operation 
for two years following, and the 
amounts of money necessary to meet 
any expenditures which it may have 
been directed to make,. Xbesj ejU 

mates, after an examination by the 
governor and the heads of the va 
rious commissions, departments an! 
offices, and their approval, would con 
Stitute one part of the budget. Simi 
lar estimates of all revenues of th< 
state from its many sources of in 
come would constitute the other pari 
of the budget. The legislature, in 
making its appropriations, would have 
before it fairly accurate knowledge of 
the state's needs and its means. This, 
of course, would be of great value. 
I hope whatever you may decide to 
do in reference to this matter, to 
place before the next legislature some
thing like a budget 
STRONG OPPOSITION LIKELY. 

"But there will be opposition, and 
•ery pronounced opposition, to the 
first and second recommendations of 
the commission. There is much sen
timent for the doctrine "To the vic
tors belong the spoils." It is urged 
that those who are active in political 
campaigns, who give of their time 
and their means for the success of 
party candidates, deserve recognition 
at the hands of those candidates 
when successful, and that practical 
recognition is the bestowal of public 
office. It has been the practice to re
ward fidelity to party and campaign 
activity with appointment to admin
istrative place. In the main we have 
had good and efficient officials under 
that policy, and especially is this true 
in the more conspicuous of the ap
pointive offices. But in many of the 
less important places toward which 
the scrutiny of the public is not di
rected the strongest and most effi
cient men have not been selected, 
and often men who have developed 
into excellent officers have been re
moved, to the detriment of the public 
service, for no other reason than their 
political opinions. It is proposed that, 
except the heads of departments and 
a few other officers, those who desire 
to enter the service of the state shall 
be examined by a nonpartisan board, 
and their qualification for public serv
ice determined by that board. Those 
found to possess the necessary quali
fications shall be entitled to a place 
on a list of eligibles, the place upon 
such list to be determined by the rat
ings received in the examination. 
Whenever vacancies occur this non
partisan board will nominate from the 
eligible list candidates, and the heads 
of the departments select from them 
to fill the vacancies. The appoint
ments will no longer be dependent 
upon party service nor upon political 
opinion. This will tend to bring to 
the service of the state efficient and 
well qualified employes who will feel 
that they cannot rely upon influence 
or favoritism to hold their positions, 
but must depend upon their industry, 
efficiency and worth. 

WOULD LIMIT OFFICE TERMS. 

"The proposal will meet opposition; 
first, from those who believe that 
party service should be rewarded by 
public place, and, secondly, from those 
who believe it unwise to establish an 
offlceholding class. To the objection 
of the first, it can only be said that it 
is an effort to promote the interest 
of the state rather than the Interest 
of a political organization. But to the 
objection of the second, a further an
swer should be made. The merit 
system has been adopted by the fed
eral government, and appointments 
to the civil service of the United 
States are now made in the manner 
in which it is proposed to make them 
in Minnesota. Those in the federal 
classified service are inclined to feel 
that, once appointed, they have such 
an interest to their positions that they 
cannot be separated from them with
out their consent. Where there is no 
provision for retirement on pay or for 
pensions many thoroughly inefficient 
employes are retained in the service, 
to the detriment of the work and the 
discipline of the administrative corps. 
I think, if the merit system is estab
lished, the term of those appointed 
should not be indefinite, but should 
be made for fixed periods, say, for 
six years, the efficient and worthy to 
be eligible for reappointment. The 
proposed scheme of reorganization 
has^not only the approval of thou
sands off representative citizens, but 
it has been commended by the press 
and from the platform. It cannot be 
disregarded. It must have your best 
thought and your most careful con
sideration. In the report is included 
a f̂ orm <£ bill for rij. a£t caking ?* 

fective the recommendations oT the 
commission. The parts are so related 
to one another that it must receive 
your sanction or your disapproval as 
a whele. I recommend this report to 
your consideration. I believe if you 
enact its provisions into law you will 
do the state a great service. 

INCREASE IN EXPENDITURES. 

'It appears from a chart in the final 
report of the commission that the 
state expenditures in 1905 were be
tween eight and nine millions of dol
lars; five years later, in 1910, they 
were between eleven and twelve mil
lions of dollars, an increase of ap
proximately three million dollars. In 
1912, two years later, they were be
tween fourteen and fifteen millions, 
another increase of three millions, 
and in 1913, eighteen and a half mil
lions, about the same Increase. The 
expenditures of the state for the dec
ade between 1903 and 1113 increased 
approximately 125 per cent, while the 
population of the state during the 
same interval Increased about 17 per 
cent. 

"In 1913 there were six states whose 
governmental cost payments or ex
penses were less than $2 per capita; 
twenty from $2 to $4; eleven from $4 
to $6; ten from $6 to $10, and one 
over $10 per capita. Minnesota is on* 
of the ten states whose governmental 
cost payments or expenses were from 
$6 to $10 per capita. . 

"It is true that large expenditures 
do not always mean extravagance or 
waste. Nevertheless, we find our ex
penditures growing very much faster 
than our population, and our state 
among the number having the great
est per capita governmental expenses. 
There is complaint over taxes and the 
people expect this legislature to move 
in the direction of economy. I recom
mend that in making up the appropri
ations you do not permit the aggre
gate amount to exceed the appropria
tions of 1911. This I am quite sure 
can be accomplished without injury to 
the state or any of its institutions or 
activities." 

FAHLUN. 
Fahlun, Jan. 4—Wishing the Trib

une and all its readers a prosperous 
and happy New Tear. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aug. Lindblad left for 
the cities last Tuesday, where they 
will visit relatives and friends. 

Oscar Wahlquist was a county seat 
visitor one day last week. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Young enter
tained a few of their friends New 
Year's Eve. 

John Ohr of Svea was seen in this 
part of the country last week. 

Clarence Lindblad entertained rela
tives New Year's Eve. 

Miss Mabel Gibson of Roseland is 
at present staying at P. A. Sonden's. 

Messrs. Carl and France Lindblad 
and sister, Lilian, visited in Roseland 
New Yearns day. 

A. Lundin's called on Lake Lillian 
friends one day last week. h 

The school in District 68 will com
mence today with Miss Ingeborg Nel
son as teacher. 

Richard Freedholm of Kandiyohi 
is staying at Oscar Lindblad's. 

There was a "Stor Kalas" at C. 
j Christianson's yesterday. 

Wedding bells will soon be heard in 
the central part of the township. 

Card of Thanks. 
To the patrons on my route, who 

honored me with a sum of money and 
a quantity of oats and corn as New 
Year's gifts, I take this means of ex
tending my most heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation. It shall long be re
membered. I will endeavor to give 
you the best of my service. To an 
of you I wish a bright and prosper
ous New Year. 

Yours truly, 
JOHN C. ASPAAS, 

R. R. L Svea, Minn. 

Crown Whist Club Party. 
The members of the Crown Whist 

Club entertained their husbands last 
Friday evening, at Odd Fellows HalL 
At six o'clock a turkey dinner wan 
served. The rooms and tables were 
decorated with Christmas colors. At 
nine o'clock they went to the Majes
tic Theatre, as guests of the menace*, 
ment The remainder of the evening 
was spent in dancing, music betas 
furnished by a Vlctrola. 


