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ANOTHER LETTER OF LIHD. 

The Ex-Congressman Offers Some Severe 
Strictures on our Financial 

Legislation. 

H e Looks Forward to the Day When the 
Slumbering Conscience of the 

People will be Aroused. 

A Reckoning for the Gold Champions May-
then be Demanded that will be 

both Kuthless and 
Exacting. 

To-Day Public Opinion is Only Dissemin
ated by the Wires of the 

Western Union. 

In the Worthington Advance of last 
week, there appeared a splendid letter 
florn Hon John Lind ot this eity. I t 
was on the silver and gold questions* 
a n d strikes such a popular chord tha t 
v\ e give it to our readers in full: 

Editor Advance: In response to your 
lequest for "a letter on the silver ques
t ion," I can only take time to pen a few 
words by way of obsequy. 

By the giace of Grover Cleveland and 
"Wall Street politics the Sherman silver 
law has been unconditionally repealed 
and silver as a mony metal has ceased to 
ovist. Those who feel so disposed can 
now join with Grover in congiatulat ing 
the adnnnistiation and the country that 
under his guidance congress has eliminat
ed the fallacies that the founders of our 
institution* permitted to creep into that 
ant iquated document called the constitu
tion The woids "s i lvei" and "coin" as 
they occui in it will heieafter only sug
gest a histoiical reminiscence — like the 
piovisions in regaid to slavery —at least 
so long as Cleveland and the inteiests 
tha t he represents continue to rule. 
Gold is to-day the sole standaid and 
measui*" of value in the United States. 
We can pnde ouiselves that in the mattei 
of financial legislation we aie the peeis 
of Italy and Germany, England and Bel
gium. 

With the repeal of the McKinley bill* 
which we aie promised befor the return 
of spnng , we will have the gratification 
of seeing eveiy vestige ot legislation 
t i n t could be consideied "American," 
'mioved fiom our statue books, and the 
v tinction of being the fhstof the Ameri
ca Republics to wholly and unequwo-
c J T adopt that sjstem of fiscal legisla
tion -which is tod ly making the common 
people ot the Euiopean countnes so 
piospeious and contented. If matteis 
continue to piogiess in this dirt-ction, as 
1a the last six months, and it Grovei is 
spared to us, we may within a twelfih 
month, be able to emulate England with 
a s t a k e involving a million people— 
such as she has just had, we may eclipse 
Sp^in in the production of anarchists. 
and rival Italy in universal bankiuptcy, 
publ ic and piivate. 

Now, Mr. Editor, these lefiections aie 
not agieeable to me. I would escape 
them if I could, but my lot was cast to 
live among the common peoples-people 
who work, the vast majoiity of whom 
In e only by their labor. They are my 
neighbors. They are around and about 
me on all sides and in all dnections. I 
cannot shut my eyes to conditions that 
afflict them. If I had been reared, or 
lived, in the environments of Wall street, 
a n d had the good, or ill fortune, (I don't 
know which) to belong to the class re
presented by the Paynes, the Whitneys, 
theHomblowers , the Van Aliens, Olneys, 
the Die \e ls , Morgans, Belmonts, their 
(cent a copy) organ and satellites, then I 
too, would probably worship Grover 
Cleveland. To them, he, and his regime, 
i>» indeed a Messiah, He came in the 
nick oi time. He filled, so to speak, a long 
lelt want. The bountj of our natural 
nehes , the lands and land giants, the 
coal fields, the oil and timbeied lands 
have been piet ty well exploited—even 
the lailto ids, that fertile source of millio-
n uies, weie no longe* so "remunerative." 
In fact, since the abolishment ©f the 
Louisiana lotteiy and the appointment 
ot Cal Buce to the Senate Chairmanship 
on la ihoads, (for they say that he neither 
divides nor lets go) the prospect has be
come very slim for million making with
out woik—with work tnere never was 
even a prospect. Things looked " b l u e " 
for the "investment public." Something 
had to be done, or Wall street would go 
to the dogs and European counts would 
die bachelors. A heroic remedy was 
needed against such a state of affairs. 
Grover had the courage to administer i t . 
I t was risky of course, but he reckoned, 
a n d I guess rightly, that the patient 
wouldn ' t discover the insidious character 
of the pill that Congress has made us 

take. I t was nicely sugar-coated. Under 
the guise of an "honest" dollar, the pow
ers that be have given our confiding 
people a dollar so honest that it takes a 
third more of labor or commodities to 
get it than it used to. I sometimes think 
tha t they have overshot the mark—that 
while the people have oveilooked the 
appiopriation by this class, of thenation's 
vast wealth of lands and resources, they 
might wake up and resent the invasion 
of their piivate possessions. But you 
can't tell. They aie long suffering and 
patient. I n 'fact they may conclude that 
it is providence that is chastising us. If 
the city dailies are to be believed it v\ ill 
not be long until our farmers will begin 
to send delegations to Congress to ask 
the gentlemen's pardon for raising so 
much grain and so much stock, and theii 
co-laborers in the shops asking the like 
forgiveness for being too willing and too 
cunning with their hands. 

I don't suppose that anybody but a 
silver crank has the termerity to hope 
that there will ever be a "public opinion" 
other than that disseminated by the wires 
of the Western Union. If there should 
be, then our people might be able to see 
that by depriving the people of more 
than one half of the supply of the natur
al, self-redeemable, ultimate money foi 
the fuiure, and impaiiing the value of 
our stock of silver on hand, the growth 
of our volume of money has not only 
decreased, but the world's stock of real 
money has been reduced and values im
paired wherever money is used. They 
might be made to see that if the dollais 
to be gotten are daily made fewer, (Loeb 
and Ichelheimer are still skipping eagles 
over the pond, in spite of Grover's pro
mise that they wouldn't if the Sherman 
act was repealed) it is going to t ake 
more grain, stock and other commodities 
to get them. The repeal of the Sherman 
law is not responsible for the present de
pressed, congested condition, but it was 
the l.»st act in the drama, commenced in 
1873, which has caused it. The repeal 
was piincipally impoi tant to the gold 
advocates because i t removed the last 
vestige of legislation that lecognized sil
ver as money, and to the bi-metahsts be 
cause it dealt the final blow that de-
stioyed silver as a money metal. I t was 
a gieat victory for the Cleveland partv. 
It means shekels for their coffers. They 
may not get any nioie dollars in number, 
but how much more honest they will be ' 
How foitunate the fellows who hold your 
coimty, and school district bonds and the 
nioitgages on your farmers' homes. They 
need neither weave nor spin. Congress 
has done their toiling. Their bonds and 
obligations rai l for the same number of 
dollars and draw the same rate of inter
est as befoie, but the purchasing power 
of these dollars has been increased by 
more than one-third by law. Not only 
that, but this increase in tlie purchasing 
power of our dollar is still in progress. 
The demand for gold is daily increasing. 
The stock of i t decreasing, by wear, by 
loss and by consumption in the arts Ho w 
precious these little pieces of yellow me
tal will shortly become. What strife 
there will be not only between nations 
but between individuals to possess them. 
What crimes will be committed to ob
tain them. What power the men will 
possess who hold them, or hold obliga
tions that call for their payment . I t is 
true, that i t will be " tough on the faim
er" and hard on the debtor—and they 
constitute nine-tenths of our people-but 
they will have the satisfaction of paying 
"honest" dollars. Besides they must 
have wanted just what they are gett ing 
or they would not have i t . What a 
charm there is in the phrase "honest dol 
lar." By a cunning use of this innocent 
term upwards of sixty millions of peopl e 

(I don't include the "niggers" ; they are 
innocent, they have no voice in our elec
tions) have been led to commit finapcial 
suicide—that is, if the representatives 
of the president voiced the sentiments of 
the people. Why, Mr. Editor, if this 
were not such a serious mat ter ; if i t did 
not mean poverty, want and crime; if i t 
did not bring foreclosures and sheriffs 
sales, failures in business, stagnation in 
industry, fewer comforts and anxiety to 
every farmer's and laborer's home, I 
should laugh at it as heartily as we do 
at the scheme of Grover Cleveland—the 
president of a republic—undertaking to 
impose a dissolute barbarian, to rule as 
queen, over a neighboring state*. To my 
mind i t is not the excess of "honesty" in 
our new dollar that constitutes the griev
ance. I t is i ts excessive and growing 
coyness and reserve. I remember when 
one bushel of wheat and less would start 
i t on its travels. I t now takes two to two 
and a half bushels and of other products 

in nearly the same proportion. If I had 
loaned you one hundred measures of 
wheat or a hundred yards of cloth,eight 
or ten years ago, and you had paid me 
yearly eight or ten per cent for the use 
of it, would you think my measure and 
yardstick honest if I had increased them 
in dimensions so that it would take one 
third again as much, or more, of grain 
or cloth to repay me? This is just -vhat 
has happened and is happening every day. 
Our dollais on a single gold basis have 
grown and are growing in their measur
ing capacity every day. 

But the gold men console us by saying 
it is true that it takes more of grain and 
of stock and of other commodities to 
get the gfold dollar (or its repiesentative) 
from y£ai to year, and to pay taxes,debts 
and interest, but that is because inven
tion and machinery have cheapened pro
duction. This, in my judgment, is only 
pa'-tially true. I believe that the con -
stant fall of prices since the demanetiza-
tion of Silver is principally to that fact. 
Butsupposmg that the argument of the 
gold advocates is true, that it is the dis
co verier aud inventions of our civilization 
that have made commodities more plenti
ful and consequently cheaper. Doyou,Mr 
Editor, and do your readers think i t righ t 

that all the benefits of these inventions 
and improved methods of pioduction 
should go to the moneyed classes? That 
is the vital question in this controversy. 
What blessings has faim machinery con
ferred on our farmers, by making it eas
ier to pioduce grain or stock, if all of 
the increase in product goes to the capi
talist? The same question can be asked 
in regard to any other industry. I say 
none. I t has rather bee a a curse and it 
will prove such, more aud more, the 
longer this condition of affairs continues. 
I t is this, that makes our people jealous 
and discontented, They see their labor 
pioduce more and more from day to day 
but the increase flows into the coffers of 
capital. Prior to* 1873, six or eight bush
els of wheat would pay the interest on a 
hundred dollar bond. Now it takes 
twelve to fifteen and nearly the same in
creased propoition of other products . 
Why should this be so? Is it not the in-
dustiy and intelligence of the great body 
of our people that have made these con
quests of nature's forces? Have the new 
agents oi steam and electricity been har
nessed only for the great power and lux
ury of the ricn? If so, our civi]i7ation is 
a delusion and it would have been infinite
ly better for mankind to remain in the 
ignorance and lethagry of the middle 
ages, for then contentment was not un
known to the masses. 

Mr. Editor, I am not a pessimist, nor 
given to alarming. I believe that our 
civilization has brought untold blessings 
to the race, and that they will gradually 
be more evenly and fairly distributed. I 
believe in the patriotism and wisdom of 
our people to eventually s^lve the prob
lems, that confront us, rightly. Bu t I 
think i t is not out of place to drop a 
word of warning when you see those in 
power adopt a policy of retrogression, 
and deliberately go . . id seat themselves 
on the safety-valve. I t would be much 
safer to heed the distant notes of warn
ing that we all hear. If the interests 
now in control persist in shutt ing their 
eyfes and ears to all cries of distress the 
conscience of the people may suddenly 
be aroused and a reckoning demands a 
that will be both ruthless and exacting. 

SOME SLEEPY EYETEMS. 

The News of the Week Neatly Dished up 
by Unohoo. 

Officers of local I. O. O. F . lodge were 
installed last Sat. evening by D. D. G. M. 
Hans Mogenson. Jacob Frantz will wield| 
the gavel during the ensuing half-year. 

najah and Mrs. W. W. Smith left for 
Marshall last Friday evening to spend 
Sunday with Hon. Alexander Blanchard 
and wife. 

Judge Gallagher and wife entertained 
the following at dinner on Friday even
ing, aiesdames Gieseke, Hess, Knudson, 
and Marcellus, and Messrs. iiarcellus 
Knudson, and Hess. 

Home Cemetery Association held its 
annual meeting for the election of officers 
and other business. * 

The public schools re-opened yester
day with an increased attendance. 

Mayor-elect Jensen and most of his 
fellow officials qualified yesterday. I t is 
rather early to tender advice; bu t I should 
like to suggest tha t if the council will 
take note of our sidewalks, i t will be 
seen that the snow ordinance is far from 
being generally observed. ,-^f 

The young people of St. John ' s Dan
ish Lutheran church wi l l give a sociable 
at the residence of A. H. Peterson this 

ADVANCE THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

Prof- Nix's Admirable Eepoi-t to the Board 
of Education. 

He Outlines a Plan by TThich the School 
Can be Made Preparatory to the 

University. 

Interesting Local School History anu Val
uable Thoughts on the Objects of 

School Training. 

evening. 
• 3 * " * * ^ 

The following is the report read by 
Supt. Nix at tjie last meeting of the 
School Board, relative to the proposed 
change in the high-school whereby it is 
to be|made preparatory to the State Uni
versity through a four years cour&e. 
Strange to say, the report did not receive 
the consideration at the hands of the 
Board to which its merits entitled i t : 
Gentlemen: During the forenoons of 
Dec. 7th and 8th, 1893, State High 
School Inspector Georsre B. Aiton, at
tended by thd five members of yourhon-
oiable body who had been apprised of 
his presence, visited a number of classes 
in the high school and elementary de
partments of our public schools. At 
your request he wrote you a letter dated 
Dec. 9th, 1893, which contained the foi 
lowing recommendations: 

"1st. An increase of teaching force, 
so that the course of study in your high 
school may be lengthened to four years, 
to comply with the requirements of the 
State High School Board, for schools of 
the better class. 

2d. That your Board cast about for 
necessary funds to erect an additional 
building. The number of pupils seated 
in each room should be diminished. No 
teacher can do as well by sixty pupils as 
by forty-five. 

3d. That your superintendent be in
structed to mature plans looking to the 
gradual reduction of time given to Ger
man. I will say in this connection, how
ever, that time spent on this branch is 
less than is popularly reported through
out the State, and that so far as I can 
judge, such instruction is well given." 

As the third of Inspector Aiton's re
commendations was satisfactorily dis
posed of in your last meeting, only the 
recommendations pertaining to addition
al teaching force and additional school 
room are before this Board at this t ime. 

In compliance with your request to 
devise a plan for making our high 
school preparatory for the State Univer
sity, with due regard to Inspector Aiton's 
first and second recommendation?, I beg 
to submit the following, with such ex
planations as the situation seems to de
mand. 

From 1883-86, our school was a State 
high school, with a course preparatory 
for the University. A certain element 
of our population made the most stren
uous effoits to have the high school dis
continued. This opposition culminated 
in the disorderly school meeting of 1885 
Fearing that there would be increased 
opposition to the high school at the next 
annual school meeting, and that the con
trol of our public school system might 
thus eventually pass into the hands of 
ity enemies, members of the Board of 
Education, in the spring of 1886, urged 
me to piepare a plan for making the 
high school less expensive. Although I 
did notjavor such a change, I finally 
yielded, and laid before the .Board two 
plans, one of which was adopted with 
certain important changes made therein 
by the Board. Chief among the.se was 
the dropping of Latin. The total t ime 
given the three high school classes was 
thus reduced from 37 to 22 hours per 
week. As the school could no longerof-
fer a University preparatory course, the 
Board as such did not renew application 
for State aid. I procured the State aid, 
nevertheless, for two more years. 

The action of the Board was certain
ly satisfactory to the parochial school 
people, for they ceased to attend school 
meetings until a few years ago, when 
their interest in public school affaiis was 
aroused anew with unparalleled sudden
ness. 

By increasing the time given to instruc
tion in the high school from 22 to £5 
hours per week, enough Latin was re-in
troduced to enable our graduates to com
plete the advanced professional course of 
the State normal schools in one year. 
This is the status of our high school to
day. Our eight years' elementary course 
below the high school prepares pupi ls 
for admission to the G class of the State 
normal schools. Pupi l s completing our 
elementary course and thereupon enter
ing a State normal school, are granted 
the diploma of the advanced course af

ter four years ' attendance and successful 
work. After two years' successful ex
perience in teaching, this diploma be
comes a s ta te Certificate for life. This 
certificate is the highest the State can 
confer under existing laws, with the sole 
exception of the Professional Life Certi
ficate granted after successful experience 
to university graduates,. Instead of tak
ing a four years' course in a State nor-
mol school, those completing our elemen
tary course may enter our high school 
and, graduating in three years, complete 
the advanced professional course ot a 
State normal school in one year, receiv
ing the diploma of the advanced course 
mentioned above. In other words, of 
the four years' work required for the ad
vanced diploma of a State normal school, 
the three years of academic work can be 
completed at home. 

The local certificates issued to our 
pupils have for ten years been accepted 
in lieu of examinations in the branches 
represented by them, by the State uni
versities of Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Michigan, by our State normal schools, 
by Carleton College, and by every other 
institution of learning to which our grad
uates and under-graduates applied 'for 
admission. 

I t is a fact, however, that the work 
done in our hisrh school has been neces
sarily one-sided. With the time and 
teaching force allowed us since 1886, we 
have preferred to do the best that we 
could a^ong one line, as outlined above. 
In the professional classes of the normal 
schools, our graduates have certainly not 
been found inferior to those of State high 
schools. On this point let me refer you 
to President Searing of the State normal 
school a t Mankato, who has had ample 
opportunity to become familiar with the 
training given our pupils . 

I t is now proposed to make our high 
school again preparatory for the Univer
sity. No one can be more heartily in 
favor of such an extension of its useful
ness than I. In placing our high school 
work upon a broader basis, it should be 
borne in mind, however, that impiove-
ments in schools are not generally intro
duced with war-cry and flourish of trum
pet, and that educational progress is im
possible without a thoiough study of ex
isting conditions, and adaptation to the 
environment. Permit me, therefore, to 
call your attention to the following 
poin ts : 

1. I think you will agree with me 
that education is the actualization of in
herent possibilities for the good, the true, 
and the beautiful; that the generation of 
intellectual power is far more 
important than the nitre acquisition 
knowledge; that in teaching, the how is 
paramount to the what; and that Mem
ory should be handmaid, not turnkey, to 
Reason. 1 think you will also agree 
that the American school exists for its 
pupils and not the pupils for the school; 
and that the units i t produces 
should be individuals, not classes. 
Let me quote what was re
cently said relative to the Boston schools 
by the Rev. Edward Everett Hale, of the 
divines of our country the staunchest 
friend of the American boy : "Do we re
ally want the Hancock School, for in 
stance, to be the precise counterpart of 
the Dwight School, or the Dwight School 
to be tbe precise counterpart of the Dud
ley School? Do we not really want that 
the genius of the teacher in one shall 
show itself in his way, and the genius of 
the teacher in another shall show itself 
in his way? Are we really trying to 
turn out fifty thousand clothespins cf 
precisely the same pattern, in the Boston 
schools, or are we trying to make of each 
boy and girl the best that can be made, 
and to encourage as we can, the particu
lar genius of each separate child?" Dis
tinguishing, as Dr. Rice does in his fam
ous Forum articles, between the mechan
ical school and the scientific school, and 
recognizing the difference between a 
cramming institution and a truly educa
tional institution, you will certainly no t 
ask that our teachers seek inspiration in 
the village school of Cramville, or Pass-
town, or Percentage Heights . You will 
rather ask them to turn to the best 
schools of the country, among them the 
pubHc schools of Minneapolis, St. Paul , 
Indianapolis, and La Porte , and to im
bibe the spirit manifested in the work of 
these schools. To such schools, and to 
such alone, should we look for guidance 
i n allotting t ime t o the various branches 
of instruction. l i * ^ S r 9 f ^-3 

2 ^ J l n offering four-year courses pre
paratory for the University, we should 
no t overlook the fact tha t a large major
i ty of our high school pupi ls do no t in
tend t o enter the University^ 1A ntimfror 

of these desire to complete a no rma \ 
school course. -While the completion of 
a University preparatory course of four v-
years, with Latin, admits to the advanced 
professional class of our normal schools , ! ! ! 

&£"* 
pupils who desire to become t e a c h e r s , ^ 
w ill not be found willing to remain four-fiTJ 
years for doing work that can be d o n e ^ 
in three years. The courses offered * 
should, therefore, be so arranged as to 
enable such pupils to complete in t lueet 
years,, as heretofore, a course leading1 to 

the adv anced professional class of t h e \ 
normal schools. * 

3. Most of our pupils complete their 
school education in the local schools. 
Many of these do not wish to take Latin. 
These should be offered a general course _ 
without Latin. Such a course can at the 
same time be made to lead in three years 
to the elementary professional class of 
our normal schools. 

4. While pupils must decide upon 
entering the high school whether or not ' 
they will take Latin, the required stud- 1 
ies should be otherwise the same, in gen
eral, for all the courses during the first r 
two years. At the beginning of the third 
year, the pupi l must then decide which 
course to take. At the end cf the third 
year,he may choose between normal school 
and university.if he desires to attend eith-
er.He may,if he prefers,defer his decision 
to the end of the fourth y^ar. I believe 
that in this way we shall have an increas
ing attendance in the high school, and be 
able to induce some of our pupils to en
ter the University. 

The following curriculum meets all 
the*requirements pointed out above, as 
well as the requirements of the H. S. B. 
I ts adoption would result in making our 
school one of the Firs t Class in the near 
f uture.The appended program shows that 
these courses can be offered with ul t i 
mately not more than 60 hours of high 
school work per week. (Courses of stu-^ 
dy are given here together with program.) 

The above courses of study might be 
adopted by you, subject to approval by 
the H. S. B., to take effect and be in 
force fiom and after Sept. 1, 1894. The 
work of the piesent school year, howev
er, should not be disturbed by changing 
the programs now in force. 

Even if no changes should be made in 
the high school, additional room will be 
needed at the beginning of the next 
school year, to reduce some of the lower 
classes to not more than sixty pupils 
each. I would suggest that a small ad
dition be buil t on the rear of Union 
Building, to be ready for occupancy 
Sept. 1, 1894. The $5,000 by which you 
intended to diminish the bonded indebt
edness of this district, might be applied 
toward defraying the cost of such addi
tion, with the consent of the district. 

Should the above courses be adopted 
as suggested, and should work on the 
proposed addition to Union Building be 
begun early in spring, I am confident 
that the H. S. B. will grant us the State 
aid foi the present school year. 

In case of adopting the given courses 
to take effect Sept. 1, 1894, the time of 
instruction required for high school clas
ses during 1894-95 will not exceed 50 
hours per week, as there will be no clas
ses in Virgil and Anabasis during that 
year. I t would be necessary, of course, 
to employ an additional teacher for the 
high school from and after Sept. 1,1894* 

H > t ' 

Adolph Seiter is back from Winthrop ^ >*; 

to remain. . * \*< 
* '*? 

F . W. Baarsch, is slowly recovering " * 
from his recent and dangerous illness. ^ 

* ^ 
Louis Sells, of Sells Bros. ' circus, and * xt \ 

Wm. Sells, of Sells & Rentfrows circus, * * Ijf 
formerly in partnership with Sells Bros.,"? v% 
are in Winona in the interest of a sui t Ww 
now pending a tTopeka ,Kan. Wm.Sells *̂ Ajj 
has sued Sells Bros, for $48,000 d^ma- J 
ges for conspiracy, libel and slander. £ ^ 
claiming the defendants did all in their *J 
power to damage his show in the season * <s 

of 1892. The defendants set up a conn- £ ,3 
ter-claim of $150,000 damages, claiming 
the plaintiff signed away his good will * j 
when he sold his interest in their show. \j 

T h e r e is no dange r t h a t J o s . A . ^ j 
Ecks te in w u l resign his posit ion as 
m e m b e r of t h e Board of E x a m i n e r s . 
M r . Ecks te in be l ieves in a bold s t a n d 
for pub l ic school in teres ts , a n d so far 
ha s a record t h a t will s t a n d inspect ion. 
T h e t r u e friends of t h e schools d o n o t 
h a v e a n y des i re to see h im yield. 

W m . P fankuche , t h e electr ic ian w h o 
i n v e n t e d t h e a l te rna t ing sys tem of 
electr ic l ight ing adop ted he re , d i e d 
l a s t week in a n eas te rn asylum^tf jMr. 
P f a n k u c h e s p e n t years i n t ry ing t o p e r 
fect Jhis i nven t ion , a n d n o t succeed ing 
h e b e c a m e d e m e n t e d a n d finally suffi
cient ly i n s a n e t o necess i t a t e confine
m e n t in a hosp i t a l . H e p a i d New-
U l t n a visi t w h e n t h e local p l a n t ; « a » 

>t p u t i n ope ra t i on . 

y& 


