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* h e Oolumns af the St. Pan l 
ch to Discuss I t . 

r on the Doetine Itself and 
nation to the Present 

Trouble. 

ug from ihe pen of Hon . 
f this city appeared in 
ispatch: 
the usually virile at t i tude 

,ch on all questions involv-
er, rights and duties a3 a 
it confess tha t I am surpri-
say astonished, at the doc-

cd in your leading editorial 
, discussing the Monroe doc-
dicable to the Venezuelan 
d headed "Some of the Con-

Y o ^ o j j o t e with* approval 
' ion aft&nced by Mr. Carter: 
he Monroe doctrine was in 
1 and formed part of the law 
it gave us a r ight which we 

*nd rightfully enforce by war, 
y, for its vindication. If the 
• not a principle of interna-
, we would be all wrong to go 
enforce i t against any of the 
Europe." By conceding this 

•n, you give the '-Law of Na-
overshadowing authority which 

;• claimed for i t before, and 
American statesman ever con-

-f this proposition were correct, 
•f nations would be the law of 

g as a nation, and not the will 
i.nerican people. I t would be 

of action as a state, in our 
; to other states; i t would over-

authority of congress and the 
i t ; i t would be a higher power 
e constitution, and the United 
would not be a sovereign s ta te . 
•uch a claim is pu t forward in be-

J-of nations' ' it is not 
lquTrETfrhat the law of nations 

. . fqrmulal^ ' f t , and what its scope? 
" l a w " of nations is not even a law 
strict sense of the word. I t is us-
defined as the rules of conduct 
,ed as binding among themselves, 
3 civilized nations of the world. 
i no code, no cour t or judges to 

tnd or administer it . I t is simply 
lection of rules which European 
as have agreed to, from time to 
within the last 300 years, <or the 
rnment of their conduct in certain 
fled particulars both in their peace-
ateicourse and in times of war. Most 
aese rules been accepted by the 
rican nations and by the United 

es. Some we have rejected, and 
rs have been added at our instance, 
neutrality rules, as now understood, 

e championed principally by the 
ited States, and it was at our instance 
it they received their present form-
ition and such obligatoory force as 
•y have.By the treaty of Paris of 1856, 
ivateering^i&tttid remains abolished, 
lis is tb£g|g£|fif nations for the parties 
tha t ; ^ l ^ ^ ^ i ^ u t the United States 

tixse&jmfagg&'io it, and no one will 
2nd that we are bound by it . A 
)f the law of nations is only bind-

Jpon such states as have consented 
If it were otherwise England, 

•e and Germany conld get together 
>rmul:ite rules far our government, 
a right was never claimed even 

h' the guise of international law. I t 
a maxim, of the law of nations that 

.cli independent state is sovereign; and 
Ceijiml of evUry other state. From 

lit follows, as suggested, that no rule 
ic force of law as to any state that 
or adopted or consented to i t . 
the nations of the ' civilized world 

Fe consented to our Monroe doctrine, 
k iy or expressly, then it is part of the 
l o f nations. If they haven't, it is not, 
I that is all there is to it. If they 
veu't consented, is that any reason why 

ey shouldn ' t : Wo made a rule of in-
•natiowal law for England and the rest 

^e*, neutrality question, 
fcttf&M&other? 

irm truih recognized 
JKzews nations—in ques-

I f t r f l M l l w - t h a t each 
ition has the right to deal wiih another 
»i choose, ind no outMdci ha1-any l ight 

llcrifcie. cvep'u -whete one m fehem 
n \\A\-i Mil len ii red to <t'ioth'1 a po i -

i u of its ^ iveioiguty.'* 

1'his proposition 1 challenge as uticily 
nfounded, both in point ot doctrine 

\ d hisfoiically. Tiie single example 

i k l ^ o u cite—Madagascar surrender-
her sovcieignty to France—is not 

point. '-Pirates, savages and unciv-
zed tribes are excluded from the bon-

tions." This is the language of every 
text writer on the subject so far as , I 
know. I t has been the law ever since 
Henry VII . issued his patent to Cabot 
to seek out foreign and barbarous lands 
"not actually possessed of any Christian 
king or people." 

If your proposition were true, how do 
you account for the principle of the 
"balance of power," which has been re
cognized in every European treaty since 
the days of Gustavus Adolphus? Dr, 
Woolsey, one of the latest" and best of 
writers on international law, lays i t 
down as a principle " tha t any European 
state may be restrained from pursuing 
plans of acquisitions or making prepara
tions looking-towards future acquisitions, 
which are judged to be hazardous to the 
independence and national existence of 
its neighbors." Why the Crimean war? 
Why the treaty of San Stefano? W h y 
the presence of fleets at the Dardanelles 
at this time? 

I t was in harmony with this principle, 
as laid down by Woolsey, and as i t has 
been recognized in diplomacy and treaty-
making m Europe for over 250 years 
that President Monroe said to congress 
and to the world that "we would not 
view any intervention for the purpose of 
oppressing them (the Spanish American 
states) or controlling in any manner their 
destiny by any European power in any 
other light than as a manifestation of 
an unfriendly disposition towards the 
United States." This was said when the 
alliance was preparing to aid Spain to 
reinslave these states, and England said 
amen at that t ime. Why is i t not equal
ly good doctrine now t | when E n g l a r d 
seeks to do what the holy alliance was 
deterred from doing by that message. 
Remember that the United States had 
already announced to the world that onr 
government would not interfere in Eu
ropean politics. As the converse of 
this, and as a necessary corollary to it, 
the Monroe doctrine was formulated and 
promulgated. 

You argue against the Monroe doc
trine because our courtb have not passed 
on it. How could they pass on it so long 
as it has not been violated? 

You say that congress cannot, by any 
enactment or declaration of its own, sanc
tioned by the president, make the Mon
roe doctrine par t of the public law of 
Europe and America. That remains to 
be seen. We have already gwen the 
world items of international law. France 
respected the Monroe doctrine as soon as 
the confederacy collapsed and gal lant 
Phi l Sheridan was sent down to the Mex
ican line. I t seems to me that you mis
take the whole scope and spirit of that 
doctrine when you assume that i t can 
only be invoked when there is physical 
menace to our terri tory. I ts aim and 
spirit is to protect the sister republics, 
extending in broken line from the Do 
minion of Canada on the north to .the 
Straits "iff Magellan On the oouth, against 
the hostile aggressions of European pow
ers. This, not only for the safety of re
publican insti tutions in general, bu t to 
enable them to develop, un t rammel led 
by European control.the great natural 
resources o£ their respective common
wealths, and the commerce, which is sure 
to follow along the lines of common in
terests, and among those professing the 
same political creed. 

I should not take up your space to 
discuss this question, were it not that I 
felt suspicious of the good faith and the 
pa t r io t i sm of the authority you quote. 
I cannot help feeling suspicious of ar
guments emanating from New York citys 

when the greed or interests of Europeans 
are involved. ' I t was my duty to serve 
on a committee in the Fifty-second con
gress, which, in the course of its investi
gation, disclosed the painful fact that 
four, of the leading banks in New York 
city accepted a bribe cf $200,000 to "in
fluence public opinion»against the asser
tion of the Monroe doctrine to the de
tr iment of the Panama canal scheme," 

—John Lind. 

What Constitutes the Laws of Nations. 

- In another par t of this issue will be 

found a communication from the Hon. 

John Lind criticising, in a friendly way, 

an editorial reference of the Dispatch 

some days ago to the force and effect of 

the Monioe doctrine. Mr. Lind, ^vhilc 

accmate in some things, is greatly mis

taken in others, especially when he says 

that the law of nations has "no code, no 

court or judges to expand or administer 

i t ." There is no such a tiling as the 

laws of nations prescribed by the su

preme power in any state or among the 

nations of the civilized world. They 

are simply certain/ roles of international 
conduct and comity accepted by the ci

vilized nations regulat ing their inter

course with each other, and in force be

cause they appeal to the reason of civi
lized man, bu t with none of the usual 

sanctions of a law to enforce them. 

When those principles called interna
tional law are violated by any nation 

through some gross injustice or wrong 

to another after fruitless negotiation, the 

final resort or means of redress is by 
war. There are certain well known de

positories of the principles that consti

tute the laws of nations, and i t has be

come the usage of modern nations for 
that purpose to consult certain eminent 

*• riters on that subject, whose reasoning 

is generally regarded as convincing in 
regard to those subjects. Among those 

who are recognized as authorities on 

what constitute international law are 

Puffendorff, Vattel , Grotius, Wheaton, 
Lawrence, Davis and a host ©f other emi

nent men of that class in both hemis

pheres. 
Mr. Lind is entirely mistaken when 

he says there are no courts in which 

these laws are administered. Tha t is 

one of the well known duties of prize 
courts, in which the principle question 

determined is whether the captures ha' .e 

been according to the laws of war which 
constitute one of the branches of inter-

national law, or the laws of nations. 

Courts of admiralty also administer that 
portion of the laws of nations which re

lates to the navigation of the high seas, 
and administer punishment for piracy 

which is a crime against' the laws of na
tions, though i t is also punishable by 
the municipal law. I t is not necessary 

to cite other examples of the jurisdiction 
of courts in disposing of cases under the 

laws of nations. The books are full of 
such illustrations. 

Now, as to the Monroe doctrine. No 
single nation, no matter how complete 

its sovereignty may be can make a law 
or announce a principle that will be 
binding upon any other sovereign nation' 

or people without their voluntaryjaccep-
tance or acquiescence in that pronounce

ment. To illustrate th i s : Pr ior to 1856, 
privateering was lawful in t ime of war 

between all modern civilized nations. 
At the congress cf Paris in 1856, Russia, 

Great Britain, France, Turkey and Sar
dinia, who had been part icipants in the 
Crimean war, made an agreement prohi

bit ing the subjects of. any of those pow
ers to engage in privateering in any war 

thereafter between themselves. They 
also sought to induce the United States 

to accede to that agreement through Mr. 
Marcy, then secretary of state, bu t our 
government refused t o ' a c c e d e to the 

principle of abolishing privateering, and 
the result will be tha t were a war to oc

cur between Great Britain and the Uni
ted States, growing out of the present 

dispute, privateering would be lawful 
because the United States has never yet 

accepted that modification of the laws 
of nations. The Monroe doctrine was a 
national policy declared by the United 

States through its executive that has ne
ver received the sanction and approval 

of the civilized nations of Europe, by 

the acceptance of their departments of 
foreign affairs, by their diplomatic agen

cies, or by their prize or admiralty courts, 

or in any sense or upon any occasion. 
It is the enunciation of a national poli

cy which we regard as absolutely essen

tial to our self-defense in the same sense 

that England several hundred yeais ago 
declared its right to the exclusive con

trol of all the seas surrounding that is

land, and especially the British channel 

separating the island' of Great Britain'' 
from France, and this against the pro

test of all the nations of 

Europe. England . sought by its 
admhal ty courts and by its •' naval 

power to perpetually confirm and estab

lish that policy and principle as an ele
ment of international law applied»to its 

own interests, but the continental* na

tions of Europe refused to accede to it, 

and England was eventually compelled 

to recede from her position' Ic is not 
necessary that the Monroe doctrine shall 

ever be accepted by the other nations'of 

the globe to determine whether it is ex
pedient for us to enforce it. W h t h we 

see that our nat ional life and integrity 

are;menuce4 from any quarter or source 
the r ight of self-defense is full, complete 

and plenary, and we have then the r ight 

to invoke that "doctrine, and repel dan-' 

ger, whether i t exists in Nor th or South 
America,* We may cross the ocdan ,to 

make it 'effective. The policy has i ts 

origin rjpt an the general laws of nations 

same way the doctrine of the balance of 
power in Europe had its origin. Tha t 
policy forms no par t of the laws of na
tions, yet the policies and necessities of 
those great nations of Europe require 
that the balance of power in Europe 
shall be maintained. The United States 
has never recognized that policy, and i t 
forms no par t oi the laws of nat ions 
recognized and respected by our govern
ment, or by any of i ts political agencies. 
I t is a mattei of indifference to us, be
cause i t does not affect our situation one 
way or another. - I t is "otherwise with 
the Monroe doctrine. I t relates to our 
situation and national necessities, and, 
therefore", we should be at all times pre
pared to defend i t .—St. Pau l Dispatch . 

Humorous Tales. 
Sir Walter Scott, the famous poet and 

novelist, once gave a shilling to an Irish
man for some service tha t merited only 
a sixpence. '-Remember P a t , quoth Sir 
Walter, you owe me sixpence." "May 
your honor live till I pay you you ," ans
wered Pa t , as he pocketed the shilling, 

o o o 
"Haow d'ye like that cider?" asked a 

close old farmer of a poor fellow tha t he 
had given a glass instead of a t ip for a 
job . "Pre t ty good, bu t i t 's a pity you 
didn ' t have another apple ." 

"Another apple! Why?" 

"Because you could have made another 
barrel of i t , you know." 

•'The darndest case of snake bite I 
ever knowed" said the man with the 
ginger beard, was" a feller out in Ioway 
that go t bi t by one of them prairie rat t lers 
Well, you know that of a man drinks 
enough whiskey he thinks he sees snakes 
but this here feller, bein' bi t by a snake, 
imagines he was full of whiskey and 
biling drunk. Nex' day they run him 
out of town." 

"Wha t fer?" asked the grocer, "Cause 
he ki l t the snake, of course. The darn 
fool could have made a mint of • money 
out 'n that snake in Ioway ef he only 

knowed i t . " 
o o o 

Dur ing the training of the milit ia in 
Campbeltown, England, a company was 
ordered off for rifle practice, including a 
Scotch game-keeper, who was singled 
out as marker . The sergeant took up 
the field-glass to see if all was ready, 
when to his horror he saw the marker 
standing in front of the target. Think
ing the man insane, the sergeant a t once 
hastened to the rescue, and in an author
itative voice demanded the meaning of 
such reckless conduct, a t the same t ime 
describing the marker as a fool. " I ' m 
no sic a fool as you th ink ," was the re
tort . " I keen the safest place well 
eneuch. I 've marked for your company 
afore." 

o o o 
A foppish young man, with a football 

crop of hair was walking along Chestnut 
Street in Philadelphia the other evening 
when a little urchin asked him the t ime. 
"Ten minutes to nine," said the masher. 
"Wel l , " said the boy, "a t nine o'clock 
get your hair cut ," and he took to his 
heels and ran down the street. The fop 
ran after him and in turning a corner 
came in contact with a policeman, near
ly knocking him down. "What ' s up, ' 
asked the policeman. The masher, very 
much out of breath said: "You see 
that young bra t running down the 
street? He asked me the t ime; I told 
him ten minutes to nine and he said: 
'At nine o'clock get your hair cut. ' " 
"Wel l , " remarked the policeman, "wha t 
are you running for? You'v^ »eight 
minutes yet ." 

o o o < ' 
There is in Congress at the present 

time a member who two dozen years ago 
was a district judge, in the. state from 
which he hails and a mote pompous and 
conceited judge never sat on the bench. 
But that was a long time ago, and the 
years have taught him a good many 
things and improved him very materially. 
However, i t happened on one occasion 
in his court that a lawyer was pleading 
a .case and was ma King a regular red-
•fire-and-slow-curtain speech, which 
stirred the jury to its profoundest depths. 
In the course of his perorat ion he said: 

"And. gentlemen of t he jury, as I 
stand ot this bar to-day in behalf of a 
prisoner whose health is such tha t he 
m a y b e called before a greater judge 
than the judge ol this ^ourt, I 

Exchange Comment. 

The science of electricity as applied 
to torpedo defenses would a t any t ime, 
at short notice, make the United States 
ports impregnable. Such is the judg
ment of Thomas A. Edison. This expert 
opinion is wor th |more than the preten
tious ignorance of Gen Miles.—St Louis 
Globe Democrt . 

The worshippers of the dollar god 
met the other night in Cooper Union in 
New York, to protest against the apph- I 
cation of the Monroe doctrine to the 
Venezuela case, and to libel the president 
of the United States. The Rev. Lyman 
Abbott , of the P lymouth church, was 
one of the chief priests in that mammon 
worship.—St. Pau l Dispatch. 

Mr, Gladstone says tha t common sense 
is the article most needed in the hand
ling the British and American situation. 
That is precisely what this government 
has been urging upon Lord Salisbury. 
But the suggestion has not so far met 
with a favorable response. Pioneer Pres§. 

The good people of Montana are crazy 
on the subject of free silver. Asked for 
his best sentiment on Christmas, Gov. 
Rickards telegraphs: "Peace on earth, 
the free coinage of silver, and good will 
to man."—Globe. 

English diplomatists admit t ha t they 
did not "strenuously" claim a new 
boundary in Alaska until gold deposits 
were discovered there. The latent 'r ights 
of England are becoming so numerous 
that a definition of them could not be 
delayed much longer.— St. Louis Globe-
Democrat . 

In every war in which the United 
States has been engaged the tory element 
has made its appearance. As i t was in 
the Revolution, so i t is now in the City 
ot New York that that element first 
shows its cloven foot—St Paul Dispatch. 

In the French navy a test has recently 
been made of a submerged torpedo boat 
of two horse-power,"which has a speed 
of seven miles an hour. When the boat 
is started in the direction of an enemy's 
ship i t is sunk to the required depth by 
an automatic arrangement which regu
lates i ts weight to an ounce, and i t can 
be brought to the surface instantly by 
detaching a lead keel weighing a ton. 
The angel tha t sits aloft for poor Jack 
will abdicate when torpedoes begin to 
play under the ship's hul l , with no trace 
of an enemy ins igh t .—St Louis Republic . 

HOLIDAY 
TS 

AT 

The judge on the bench rapped sharp
ly on the desk, and the l aw\e r stopped 
suddenly and looked at him questioniug-
ly. ''•'The gentleman," said the Court, 
with dignity, "will please confine him
self to the case before the jury and not 
permit himself to indulge in invidious 

^ 

A. C. Matties was down from Spring

field yesterday on buisness. 

Dr. Strickler called on Dr. Rothen -

burg at Springfield Monday evening. 

The annual meeting of the S t . Josephs 
Verein will be held tomorrow afternoon. 

Miss Hilda Koch gave a par ty t o a 
number of her young friends, yesterday 
afternoon, 

Eli te Whist Club : President, Mrs. M. 
Mullen; vice-president, Mrs. John Lar
son, secretary, Miss F lora Pfefferl 
treasurer, Miss Schubeck, 

Sleepy Eye is once more supplied with 
electric light, the new plant having been 
started Tuesday evening. The plant 
was put in by the F t . Wayne Electric 
Co. of F t . Wayne, Indiana. 

HiawathtfHorne Forum, the new lodge, 

will be presided over by Dr. L. A. Fri t-
sche as president, Eugene Grossjean as 

secretary and Chas. Hintz as treasurer. 

Gottlieb Schmidt, G. A. Spelbrink and 

E. A. Grossjean are the directors. 

Iteuter Lodge has the 'following corps 

of officials: President, H . Rudolphi ; 

vice-president, Chas. Toberer; secretary, 
Paul Voss; financial secretary, H. l iam-

me; treasurer, W. G.Alwin; guards, Jos. 

Fior and ; trustee, ; 
past president, Fred Pfaender. 

Last Tuesday while Henry Goetsche 
wras passing a tank of hot water stand
ing on a stove, his clothes in some way 
g o t caught on the tank and it was upset, 
the water falling over his shoulder and 
arm,his whole right arm and also a large 
portion near the shoulder was burned to 
a considerable depth.—-Sleepy Eye Her
ald, . .' -

Wit and Humor. 
Washington Star :—"What is the great

est difficulty you encounter in a journey 
to the Arctic legions?" asked the inquis
itive man. "Gett ing back home," was 
the prompt reply of the professional-ex
plorer. 

Le Spiiito Fol le t te : " I presume you 
cairy a memento of some sort in that 
locket of yours." "Precisely; it is a lock 
of my husband's hair." was the leply. 
"But your husband is still alive." "Yes, 
sir: bu t his hair is all gone." 

OTTOMEYER'S 

We have a fine and large line of 

useful articles for Christmas pies-

ents. 

Silk Mittens for Ladies and Gen
tlemen. 

Ladies and Gentlemen's Skating 

Mittens. 

Silk and woolen Mufflers. 

Silk Handkerchiefs for Ladies 

and Gentlemens. Gents Silk Ini

tial Handkerchiefs at 20 and 25 

cents. Fine large size silk nand 

kerchiefs with initial, 50 cents. In 

linen Handkerchiefs, we carry the 

largest line. 

Hoods, Facinators and Shawls in 

all styles and at aJl prices. 

Gentlemen's over shirts—a big 

assortment and at low prices. 

A nice dress-pattern will make a 
fine present. 

Silk for Ladies' waists at low pri

ces. 

A fine all wool Blanket would 

do; also a nice bed spread. 

We have a good many other par

ticles which we cannot mention 

here, but we will be glad to show 

them to the customers. LV.ll and 

see our goods. 

Remember we will not be under-

sold. The goods must go. Hard 

times, High prices and Big Profits 

can't exist in this town because we 

have got the goods and make the 

prices that save, the People Mon-

ey. - ^ • 

S M O K E 

LA. 

SlGHORITA 
SELECT 

HAVANA 

H A N D 

MADE 

CIGAR. 

None 
genuine 
tunless 
samped 

with 
Trade , 
Mark. 

'.<i 

C. A. OTTOMEYER. 

' > * 


