
VICTORY LOOKS HOLLOW 
Tri-State Company Given Fran-

chise at Wil l mar . 

Consideration Demanded Makes It 
of Little Value . 

Widely Circulated Newspaper Re-
port is Misleading. 

"Willmar has been having telephone 
troubles similar to those that beset 
New Ulm a few months ago, and their 
discussion has created quite as much 
feeling as was stirred up near here. 
The controversy was due to identically 
the same cause, it arising from the 
application of the Tri-State Tele
phone company for permission to 
operate an exchange in Willmar and 
is of interest locally from the fact that 
many of our people are interested in 
the company with whom they seek to 
compete. The Tri-State is said to be 
the same concern that petitioned for a 
franchise in this city, although the re
quest was made under another name, 
and when it was rebuffed here its offi
cials determined to mvade the terri
tory of the Minnesota Central Tele
phone company right at the headquar
ters of the latter. 

Accordingly the Willmar council 
was asked to make concessions but 
turned the exchange proposition down, 
finally compromising by giving the 
Tri-State permission to open a toll 
booth, a step that was taken with the 
lull acquiescence of Pres. D. N. Tall-
man of the Minnesota Central. The 
aldermen, however, specifically pro
vided that the Tri-State must pay the 
sum of $1,000 before they could erect 
one pole in the city. This amount has 
not been paid as yet and is not likely 
to be. 

When the bob-tailed franchise was 
granted, the Willmar Tribune pub
lished an article favorable to the T n -
State peolpe. Papers containing it 
were very widely circulated through 
the territory m which the Minnesota 
Central operates, probably with a view 
to injuring the standing of the latter. 
The article was headed: "Victory For 
Honesty and Good Government," and 
the opening paragraphs were as fol
lows . 

Seldom in the history of our thriv
ing and enterprising city, have we 
been called upon to chronicle an event 
which reflects so much credit on our 
board ol aldermen as the granting of 
a permit to the Tri-State Telephone 
company to transact a toll business in 
Willmar. From the day when this 
company applied for a franchise, the 
local company brought every possible 
pressure to bear on our councilmen to 
- ^ out the Tri-State company and 
maintain the monopoly in the tele
phone business now existing; but deal 
to all such arguments, our conscien
tious representatives did their duty 
nobty &nd manfully. We hereby con-
arfctxilate our fellow citizens and share 
•with them the pride ol having our pub
lic affairs in the hands of such honest 
and trustworthy officials. 

Tnis is the more noteworthy w hen it 
is borne in mind that the men who are 
interested in the local company are 
among our richest and most influen
tial cozens , and the piessure brought 
to bear b \ them was cei tainh \ e r \ in
sistent and difficult to withstand. 

The above quotation is misleading, 
and is unwarranted, unjust and untrue 
so far as it 1 elates to the local tele
phone interests, says the Willmar Re
publican-Gazette. That the city coun
cil acted wisely and in the best inter
ests of the city in deciding to admit 
the Tri-State company under the terms 
provided by the resolution adopted, is 
generally admitted. 

So, too, have the local telephone 
men commended this action of the 
council, and* the Republican-Gazette 
challenges the Tribune to name a sin
gle individual (alderman or citizen) to 
whom any officer of the local company 
has said a word against admitting the 
Tri-State company to Willmar under 
the terms proposed by the council. 
The opposition of the local company 
and of others who were interested was 
based entirely upon the fact that if the 
petition of the Tri-State company was 

granted the city would gain practically 
nothing, while local business interests 
would lose something. 

The city council denied the applica
tion of the Tri-State company and 
said the company can come to Will
mar if it is willing to pay a fair price 
for valuable privileges conceded. 

There was nothing in the applica
tion of the company intimating that it 
would pay a cent for the concessions 
asked; there was nothing in any news 
article or editorial published by the 
Tribune previous to the meeting of the 
council favoring or suggesting that 
the company should be charged any
thing for the franchise asked for. The 
action of the councilmen was entirely 
upon their own motion^ They gave a 
full and fair hearing to all interests, 
and due consideration to the matter 
thereafter, and then denied the appli
cation of the company, but provided 
by resolution that the application 
would be granted under certain re
strictions if the company would pay 
to the city one thousand dollars. 

AN AMUSING COMPARISON 
Things the Mutual Life Could do With 

Its Wealth. 
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Get These Spe= 
cial Paints. 

We not only carry the largest 
stock of paints in this par t of 
the state but we make a spe
cialty of a number of impor
tant paint items that excel any
thing else to be had. Among 
these are 

Heath & Milligan's 
Best Mixed Paints. 

There isn't an argument in favor of 
using any paint tha t should not in
duce you to prefer these paints. They 
possess every quality a eood paint 
should have. They are the best paints 
any manufacturer knows how to pre
pare. Fifty years were spent in im
proving and perfecting them and the 
makers declare it is impossible to 
make them any better. 

We also have Heath & Milli-
gan's Satsuma Enamel, Floor 
and Porch Paint, Household 
Paints, Buggy and Barn Paints, 
Colors in Oil, and Japan, etc. 
Also dry colors, varnishes and 
the best of everything needed for 
painting at right prices. 

And. J. Eckstein, 
PHARMACIST. 

* 

Some of our contemporaries are fond 
of statistics and amuse themselves 
showing what the assets of The Mutual 
Life Insurance Company might do 
under certain conditions. The Ameri
can Underwriter has made a compari
son with the St. Louis Purchase Expo
sition. We quote: 

We have a notion that if some of 
The Mutual Life's big figures were 
compared with big things which the 
general public has seen, or can see, for 
itself—for instance, with the biggest of 
the big things which are in the public 
eye just now, the St. Louis Exposition 
—the comparisons would really startle 
the ordinary man who isn' t handling, 
or figuring on, hundreds of millions 
day in and day out. 

The Louisiana Purchase, which the 
Exposition commemorates, was made 
in 1803, just forty years before The 
Mutual Life commenced business, and 
the territory then purchased now in
cludes fourteen States in whole or in 
part. It does not require a profession
al geographer, or an expert surveyor, 
to figure out that this particular real 
estate operation was a pretty large 
one, especially as the United States 
paid to France about $15,000,000 for its 
concession. Well, big as was the 
operation which the colossus of 
World ' s Fai rs at St Louis is now cele
brating, it was a mere flea bite along
side of the operations of that colossus 
among life insurance companies, The 
Mutual Life. In 1903. just one hund
red years aftertheLouisianaPurchase, 
The Mutual Life recei\ed m premiums 
from its poliej -holders more than 
$60,000,000. and its total income footed 
up more than $77,000,000, so that it 
might have paid the entire cost of the 
Louisiana Purchase four times over 
out of its premium income, or paid the 
cost of the land which France ceded to 
the United States and also paid spot 
cash for every dollar 's worth of the 
outlay on the Louisiana Purchase Ex
position, and e\en then had ten or 
twelve millions of its income in 1903 
left in its strong boxes. 

If any further proof of the Company's 
magnitude were needed, suppose its 
assets w ere reduced to $1 bills, those 
$1 bills placed close together on a 
level stretch of land, and the space 
covered by the $1 bills compared with 
the land covered by the St. Louis Fair . 
At the end of 1903 The Mutual Life 
had admitted assets of $401,821,661.66, 
or, in other words, the equivalent of 
401,821,661 dollar bills, and assuming 
every one of those 401,821,661 dollar 
bills to be of regulation size, they 
would cover a space of more than 2.3 
square miles, or 1,476.3 acres. The 
St. Louis Exposition covers just 1,240 
acres, and consequently if all its build
ings, and lakes and lagoons were 
wiped out, the ground leveled, and 
The Mutual Life's assests placed edge 
to edge on that level ground, they 
would cover every inch of space within 
the Exposition enclosure, and about 
a fifth as much additional space out
side the enclosure. Were the 401,821,-
661 dollar bills stretched end to end, 
instead of being spread out over the 
ground, they would reach 46,772 miles, 
or nearly twice around the globe, and 
even were they changed into $20 bills, 
there would be enough of them to cover 
both rai ls on every mile of the 1,048 
miles of railway track between New 
York and St. Louis, and leave a toler
ably comfortable fortune of more than 
$40,000,000 for other uses. 

This is all very amusing, but the 
Mutual Life can do much better than 
carpeting ground with currency. It 
puts it into the homes of the bereaved 
and the desolate. 

This company is represented by A. 
F. Redmann of this city, who will be 
pleased to give any further informa
tion as to its desirable policies, con
tracts and the method of doing busi
ness. 

WHATTHEASSESSORS FOUND 
TheV Listed Real and Personal 

Property, g f l f ^ 1 ? 

Total Amount Goes Over Six 
- l ion Dol lars . * *\ 

Mil-

Board of Equalization Increases 
Land Rate." "iu» fc i 

Brown county real and personal 
property has a taxable valuation of 
more than six million dollars, the 
exact figures being $6,792,831. Of this 
real estate forms $5,444,558, as against 
the last return of $5,316,756 in 1902, 
and personal property foots up to 
$1,348,273, whereas it was $1,295,557 
last year. These figures are based up
on the returns of the assessors as al
lowed to stand by the boards of review 
in the various cities, villages and 
towns. The task of collecting the 
statistics was completed some time ago 
by the assessors and the county board 
of equalization last week revised the 
returns and made taxation throughout 
the county uniform. 

This year land was brought in at an 
average value of $10 and less per acre 
but the county board raised the rate 
to $12. Two years ago the state board 
of equalization fixed the figures at $13 
flat, and Nicollet and several adjoin
ing counties have provided against an 
increase by listing their real property 
at $15. At the rate adopted by the 
local assessors there is no great change 
between the returns of 1902 and 1904 
but this is likely to be altered as soon 
as the state board goes to evening up 
matters in Minnesota. 

When they have completed their 
labors the taxpayers of the county 
will be assessed on the basis original
ly given and, according to the calcu
lations of the assessors, the total 
amount is divided among the cities and 
towns as follows: 

New Ulm . . . . 
Sleepy Eye 
Springfield 
Comfrey 
Hanska 
Albin 
Bashaw 
Burnstown 
Cottonwood 
Eden 
Home 
Lake Hanska 
Leavenworth 
Linden 
Milford 
Mulligan 
North Star 
PrairieviIIe 
Sigel 
Stark 
Stately 

Real. 
$TS7 690 

269,79b 
156,905 

68 455 
37,540 

342,021 
245,376 
266,012 
193,124 
267,434 
363,018 
255,291 
247,3(10 
234,427 
286.762 
246 335 
250,328 
281771 
259,329 
251,800 
261,737 

Personal. 
$394,640 
144,029 
90,32b 
29,438 
37,796 
40,302 
33,958 
35,859 
46,467 
45,513 
54,129 
bl,13b 
30,339 
45,782 
47,995 
33,806 
25 934 
51,782 
38 745 
30,507 
29,790 

ward heeler. New Ulm residents ac
knowledge a sneaking partiality for 
$317 worth of the sparklers, Sleepy 
Eye has $85, Springfield $98 and 
Hanska $23, a total of $253. It is 
refreshing to note, however, that the 
prescious stones footed up to onlv 
$513 a year ago. ~ , ^ 

One steam cruiser at Sleepy Eye 
brings $25 and other items are as 
follows: goods and merchandise, 
$167,980; material and manufactured 
articles, $33,345; manufacturers' tools 
and implements, $63,815; moneys of 
banks and bankers, $50,839; moneys 
other than in banks, $12,346; credits 
other than in banks, $45,979; shares 
of bank stock, $86,612; stocks and 
furniture of saloons and eatinghouses, 
$13,160; elevators, warehouses and 
other improvements on lands the title 
to which is vested in any railway 
company, $25,300; all other property, 
$16,950. 

Race suicide, as far as dogs are 
concerned, does not seem to threaten. 
The assessors ran 2,084 of the canines 
to earth and charged them at $10,557, 
while a year ago the number was 1,807 
amountingto $9,175. Curiously enough 
it is in the two larger cities, where 
the need for them is so pressing, that 
the greatest number of dogs are found. 
New Ulm has 331 of the animals and 
Sleepy Eye 139. 

INTEREST AT ST. CLOUD 
Its People Will Buy Bonds of Minne

sota Central. 

' 'I NEVER K N E W PAINKILLER TO F A I L 
before, what can the matter be? Where 
is the bottle? There, I thought so; it 
is not Perry Davis' Painkiller at all, 
but something the druggist must have 
made himself and I did not notice it. 
I have used Painkiller for years for 
diarrhoea, cramps and stomach aches 
and it never failed." 

T o t a l $5 444,558 $1,348,273 
Personal property figures in the 

above show a very general increase 
throughout the county. Sleepy Eye 
has evidently returned all its posses
sion this year, for an advance of 
$26,594 is shown: but New Ulm follows 
closely w^h $23,283. Springfield, Com
frey and Hanska are reduced $811, 
$7,228 and $3,123 respectively, but 
enough is added in the country to more 
than preserve a balance. 

Horses, mules and asses of all ages 
to the number of 8.821 are entered at 
$261,983. One-year-olds come to $8,272, 
two-year-olds to $13,540 and three-year-
olds and over to $237,046. The asses
sors found 18,749 cattle in the county 
and listed them at $205,840, divided as 
follows: one-year-olds $22,066, two-
year-olds $25,242, cows $155,059 and all 
otheis $3,473. The lone ox in Mulli
gan township that has appeared on the 
rolls for a number of years is miss
ing and it is a mooted question 
whether his demise was natural or 
whether he was reduced to sausage. 

In going through their districts the 
assessors came upon 1,542 sheep and 
put them down for $2,347. Home leads 
all of the other townships with 397 of 
the fleecy animals but Albin, Lake 
Hanska and Linden are the banner 
hog towns, they producing 1,852 pork
ers between them. The total number of 
hogs is 6.704 and they are assessed at 
$16,925. 

Wagons, carriages, sleighs and 
bicycles numbering 4,128 are marked 
$51,646, while automobiles are reckoned 
at $1,500. The benzine buggies are all 
owned in New Ulm, Sleepy Eye and 
Springfield and there are nine of them. 
Sewing and knitting machines, 2,822 
of them, are valued at $19,780, while 
4,798 watches and clocks are worth 
$9,901. 

In the musical line the people own 
440 melodeons and organs, appraised 
at $8,705, and New Ulm leads with 133 
of the 292 pianos, upon which $26,209 
is entered. Household goods and 
wearing apparel show up to the extent 
of $140,067, office furniture $3,783, 
farm tools, implements and machinery 
$54,923 and threshing engines and 
machines $17,065. 

Gold and silver plate and plated 
ware is disappearing at an amazing 
rate. At best it was never plentiful 
but this year the article is scarcer than 
ever before. In 1903 the total was 
but this time it has dropped to 
New Ulm has a few nice dinner sets 
and some expensive cutlery and her 
share is $260, while Sleepy Eye comes 
trailing along with $208, Springfield 
$90 and Hanska $10. 

Last Wednesday night a mass meet
ing was held at St. Cloud to consider 
the north and south railroad proposi
tion. A committee consisting of O. H. 
Havill, E. F. Moore and C. L. Atwood, 
reported that it had found Mr. Yarnell 
financially responsible, and able to 
carry through the deal. The committee 
has found the contracting firm of 
Drake, Markee & Co. thoroughly re
liable, and is ready to carry out its 
agreement with the promoters. 

Five thousand dollars were sub
scribed at the meeting, and it is expect
ed that the citizens can raise the bal
ance of the $50,000 handily. One-third 
is to be paid when the line is completed 
to Litchfield, one-third more when the 
line is completed to Gay lord, and the 
balance when the road reaches Man-
kato. A subscription contract has-
been prepared protecting subscribers 
until the road is completed and ready 
for operation,, and it i s regarded as an 
investment secured by a first class-
mortgage on the road and equipment. 
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IQROCERIES 
y»- Purity and excellence, combined 
g - with reasonable prices, have won 
g - for us our large patronage in this 
•»- line. We can supply you with 
a+- whatever you may want. If it's to 
«̂ = be had, we have it. 

.* FRUITS <£ 
Now that the canning season is at 
hand, just drop around and see our 
supply. Not only have we one of ~ 
the biggest stocks but also an ex
cellent line of fresh spices that are \ 
a necessity in putting up fruits and \ 
vegetables. \ 
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CROCKJERYj 
Our vast array will stand the clos- ^ 
est inspection. Remember we han- ^ 5 
die the plainest article on the mar- US 
ket up to the handsomest and most ^ 
expensive Dinner Sets, Water Sets, "^ 
Lamps and Chinaware. ! 2 

mtz Telephone 
2 " No. 72 

18 N. Minn. 
Street. F. H.BEHNKE, 
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Now is the t ime to b r igh ten up votir homes with 

New Carpets, Wall Paper and 
& Draperies, •£ 

and such a var ie ty as we c a r r y in stock. 

OUR CARPETS 
^Ire Designed 

3y Experts 

-8-
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1tichardsoif£> Superlative Carpets* 

Lace Cur ta ins from 4!5c 
a pa i r and upward . 

B u g s in all sizes and J 
Quantity, 50& and up^** 
ward . | | 

A Good Carpe t for 25c 2 
and upward . • 

at 
Draper ies , our special- 5 

ty, in colors and qual i ty . <* 
F u r n i t u r e of all de- • 

sc r ip t ions . 

Low Rates Eor Veterans. 
A circular letter sent out by Harr is-

son White of Luverne, department 
commander of the Minnesota G. A. R., 
says that a rate of $25.75 from the 
Twin Cities has been secured for all 
\e terans who maj desire to attend the 
national encampment at Boston, Mass.,. 
during the week of August 15th. The-
train will leave Minneapolis at 9 and 
St. Paul at &:35 on Saturday, August 
13th, and is scheduled to reach Bos
ton the following Monday morning. 
Berths on standard sleepers cost $7J5Qr 
and on tourist sleepers $3.75. All de
siring to accompany the headquarters 
t r am can secure their berths by apply
ing to Comrade Orton S. Clark,. 514! 
Boston Block, Minneapolis. 
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Louis J. Buenger, 
X l i e N e w K u r n i t u r e S t o r e 
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You have heard of 

" I STOOD I N A D R A F T 
With my coat off and caught this 
wretched co ld , " says the sufferer. He 
need not pay a heavj penalty if he 
follow his act of folly with an aet of 
wisdom. Soak the feet in hot water 
with a few teaspoonsful of Perry 
Davis ' Painkiller in it. Take a tea-
spoonful of Painkiller in hot sweetened 
water at bed time and be thankful for 
so simple and speedy a way to break 
up a cold. There is but one Painkiller, 
Perry Davis ' . 

..Angelina Flour.. 
but what you want to do is to 

T R Y A SACK. «* <* 
You will then be convinced tha t all tha t you have heard 

is t rue . 

Manufactured by the 

New Ulm Roller Mill Co. 

1000 Dyspeptics to I Drunkard 
In civilized society there are one thousand dyspeptics to one drunkard. This host would be cut off afa 
once if only pure, cleanly, nourishing food were eaten. Dyspeptics are made by the use of impurer 

uncooked, improperly prepared foods. 

D? PRICES 
WHEAT FLAKE CELERY 

But the real affection of our people 
for "the simple life" is shown by the 
returns on diamonds. Apparently the 
Kimberly pebbles are held in supreme 
contempt, for there are not enough of 
them in sight to stock one prosperous 
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is absolutely pure, clean and contains only the necessary substances that the system demanHs for"If* 
strength, health and comfort. Carefully and conscientiously prepared by a physician and chemist ol j L 
forty years' experience. _ * „ * v < ? . ^ j 

Palatable—Nutritions—Easy of Digestion and Ready to Eat 
My*tgnaturm on 
momry package. 

&eS 
Dr. Price, the creator of Dr. Price's Cream "Baking Powder and Delicious Flavoring Extracts." 46 

Prepared by PRICE CEREAL FOOD CO., Food Mills, BATTLE CREEK, MICH., Main Offices, CHICA60. 

FOR SALE BY OH AS FIDLER, BROADWAY GROOER t 
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