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'Honorable Julius A. Schmahl. 
Secretary of State, 

Capitol. 

DEAR SIR: Pursuant to your re-
quest and in accordance with the pro­
visions of Section 46, Statutes 1913, I 
.herewith hand you statement of the 
^purposes and effect of all amendments 
to the Constitution proposed by tha 
legislature of 1915 and to be submit­
ted to the electors at the next general 
election; such statement also shows tha 
reading of the existing sections and 
the way the same will read if the 

amendments are adopted. 
Yours truly, 

LYNDON A. SMITH, 
Attorney General. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1. 

By Chapter 379, Laws 1915. the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by tha 
aJectors, an amendment of Section Two 
(2) of Article Eight of the Constitu­

tion, by adding, to said Section Two a 
< new paragraph. 

Section Two as It now stands reads 
as follows* 

Section 2. "SCHOOL AND SWAMP 
LANDS—SCHOOL FUNDS FROM SALE 
OF—The proceeds of such lands as are 
or hereafter may be granted by the 
United States for the use of schools 

-'•*',\£-within each township in this state 
shall remain a perpetual school fund 

"to the state; and not-more than one-
third of said lands may be sold in two 

. <(•' yeavSr one-third in five years, and one-
third In ten years; but the lands of 
ti->e greatest valuation shall be so1<1 
first: Provided, that no portion of said 
lands shall be sold otherwise than s>t 
public sale. The principal of all fun^s 
•'rlslnsr from sales or other disposition 

; ,-•»•> -of- lands or other property, granted,or 
' intrusted to this state In each town-

' idtlft tor educational purposes, shall 

. S E M S K K E S . * f M f » « * «»*1olaU and un. 
' t r S J i V M t • * * *•» Scorns arising 
?I?,m ! £ • # £ ? • • Jfr ••*» of 4aid school 
JiEfL"?*1^"S?. dietributed to the din. 
fn !5£ township* throughout »the atata/ 
l I L p » r o p o r t J o n *• "»• number of schoi? 
*5"« in ® a c h township, between the agei 
K! l l)f e .* , ld twen«y-one years; and shaij 
be faithfully applied to the specific 
objects of the original grants or ap­
propriations. Suitable laws shall ba 
enacted by the legislature for the saia 
investment of the principal of all fundi 
wmcn have heretofore arisen or whicii 
may hereafter arise from the sale oi 
ether disposition of such lands, or the 
income from such lands accruing in 
any way before the sale or disposition 
thereof in interest-bearing bonds ol 
the United States, or of the State ol 
Minnesota issued after the year I860, 
or of such other state as the legisla­
ture may by law from time to time di­
rect. All swamp lands now held by 
the state, or that may hereafter accrue 
to the state, shall be appraised and 
sold in the same manner and by the 
same officers, and the minimum price 
shall be the same less one-third, as is 
provided by law for the appraisement 
and sale of the school lands under the 
provisions of title one of chapter 
thirty-eight of the General Statutes. 
The principal of all funds derived 
from sales of swamp lands as afore­
said shall forever be preserved invio­
late and undiminished. One-half of 
the proceeds of said principal shall be 
appropriated to the common school 
fund of the state; the remaining; one-
half shall be appropriated to the edu­
cational and charitable institutions of 
the state in the relative ratio of cost 
to support said Institutions." 

Tbe paragraph which It to proposed 
to add to said Section Two reads as 
follows: 

"A revolving fund of not over 
two hundred fifty thousand dol­
lars ($260,000) may be set apart 
from the fund derived from the 
sale of school and swamp lands, 
to be used In constructing roads, 
ditches and Are breaks in, through 
and around unsold school and 
swamp lands and In clearing; such 
lands, such fund to be replenished 
as long as needed from the, en­
hanced value realized.from the>sale 
of such lands so benefited." 

Under Section Two as It now stand; 
the proceeds of the sale of school and 
swamp lands constitute the principal 
of a trust fund, the income of which 
Is used for the support of the schools, 
educational and charitable institutions 
or the state. Section Two as it now 
stands provides that the principal ol 
such fund "shall forever be preserved 
Inviolate and undiminished." 

THE y EFFECT of the proposed 
sn-.endment, If adopted, will be to mod­
ify the provision last quoted to thy 
extent of permitting; the legislature td 
set aside not to exceed $250,000 of tha 
principal of the frost fund as a revolv­
ing fund to be used for the purpose! 
Stated in the amendment proposed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2. 

By Chapter 380, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by tha 
eiectors, an amendment of Section Si* 
(G), of Article Eight (8) of the Con­
stitution. 

Section Six aa It now stands reads 
t-s follows* 

"Section 6. I N V E S T M E N T OF 
S C H O O L FUNDS — The permanent 
school and university fund of this state 
may be invested in the bonds of any 
county, school district, city, town or 
village of this state, but no such in­
vestment shall be made until approved 
by the board of commissioners desig­
nated by law to regulate the invest­
ment of the permanent school fund and 
the permanent university fund of this 
state; nor shall such loan or invest­
ment be made when the bonds to be 
issued or purchased would -make th€ 
entire bonded indebtedness exceed fif­
teen per cent of the assessed valuation 
of the taxable real property of tr= 
county, school district, city, town oi 
village issuing such bonds; nor shal! 
tueh loans or indebtedness be made al 
a .ovver rate of interest than three pei 
ctnt per annum, nor for a shorter pe­
riod than five years, nor for a longei 
period than twenty years, and nc 
change of the town, school district 
tity, village or of county lines - shall 
relieve the real property in such town, 
school district, county, village or citj 
in this state at the time of the issuing 
of such bonds from any liability foi 
taxation to pay such bonds." 

If the proposed amendment is adopt* 
cJ it will then read as follows: 

"The permanent school and uni­
versity fund of this state may be 
invested in the bonds of any coun­
ty, school district, city, town or 
village of this state, and in first 
mortgage loans secured upon im­
proved and cultivated farm lands 
of this state. But no such invest­
ment or loan shall Be made until 
approved by the board of commis­
sioners designated by law to regu­
late the investment' of the perma­
nent school fund and the perma­
nent university fund of this state; ' 
nor shall such loan or investment 
be made when the bonds to be is­
sued or purchased would make the 
entire bonded indebtedness exceed 
15 per cent of the assessed valua­
tion of the taxable property of the 
county, school district, city, town 
or village issuing such bonds; nor 
shall any farm loan, or investment 
be made when such investment or 
loan would exceed 30 per cent of 
the actual cash value of the farm 
land mortgage to secure said in­
vestment; nor shall such invest­
ments or loans be made at a low­
er rate of interest than 3 per cent 
per annum, nor for a shorter period 
than five years, nor for a longer 
period than thirty years, and no 
change of the town, school dis­
trict, city, vil lage or of county 
lines shall relieve the real prop­
erty in such town, school district, 
county, village or citv in this state 
at the time of issuing of such 
bonds from any liabijity for taxa­
tion to pay such bonds." 

THE PURPOSE of the amendment is 
to authorize the investment of the per­
manent school and university funds in 
"first mortgage loans secured upon Im­
proved and cultivated farm land** 
iv here the amount of the loans so se­
cured does not exceed 30 per cent of 
the value of the land mortgaged. 

THE EFFECT of the adoption of the 
proposed amendment will be to permit 
the legislature to authorize the in­
vestment of the permanent school and 
university funds In farm mortgages KM 
Rjove stated, as well as in the bonds 
oi any county, school district, city, 
town cr village of this state. Under 
Section Six as it now reads bonds can­
not be purchased unless they mature 
lit least five and not more than twenty 
y; ::ra after puiehase. If the aniemi-
r. n:t is adopted, bonds and mortgages 
i. ..;•" be purchased if they mature not 
L •• than five nor more than thirty 
y.:i:i.si after purchase. 

without their consent., unless com­
pensation therefor shall be nr*t 
w i d or secured, The principal of 
"•I funds arising; from the saie of 
*uch iron ore, or other minerals, 
Siiuil lot-ever be preserved invio­
late and undiminished, but the in­
come therefrom shall be used for 
tne construction* Improvement 
and maintenanoe of the public 
roads of the state. The principal 
of such funds shall be loaned or 
invested in the same manner, by 
the same officers and upon the 
same terms as is, or from time to 
time hereafter may be authorised 
by the constitution and laws, for 
the loaning or investment of the 
permanent school and university 
funds of the state." 

THE PURPOSE of the proponed 
amendment cannot be more clearly 
stated than Is expressed therein. 

THE EFFECT of the amendment, It 
adopted, would bo to confer power oa 
the legislature to provide by law for 
the mining of Iron ore and other min­
erals, which the state owns In Ita sov­
ereign capacity and altuate under the 
bed of any meandered public lake or, 
river, subject to the restriction that 
the rights of riparian owners on any 
such lake or river, shall not be de­
stroyed or Injured without compensa­
tion, i f the legislature exercises the; 
power. In case it Is conferred. It eonld 
also provide for the . drainage or di­
version of the waters of the lake or 
river with reference t o which It so 
legislates! It could also prescribe by 
whom such minerals eonld bo mined 
und the compensation to be paid to the 
state therefor. The proceeds o f the 
vale of any sueh minerals would, con­
stitute a fund to be loaned and Invest­
ed the same aa the permanent school 
and university funds, the Income ol 
snch fund to bo used In the construc­
tion. Improvement and maintenance ol 
public roads. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 4. 

By Chapter 382, Laws 1915, the legis. 
lature proposed an amendment to a c ­
tion Two (2) of Article Six of the Co.. , 
sUtution. 

Said Section a now reads a s follows! 

"Section 2. SUPREME C O U R T — 
The supreme court shall consist c ! 

one chief justice and two associate jus­
tices, but the number of associate jus­
tices may be increased to a number 
not exceeding four, by the legislature, 
by a two-thirds vote, when it shall tre 
deemed necessary. It shall have orig­
inal jurisdiction in such remedial case-: 
as may be prescribed by law and ap­
pellate jurisdiction in all cases, both i ^ 
law and equity, but there shall be n . 
trial by jury in said court. It sha.l 
hold one or more terms in e°ach yen:, 
as the legislature may direct, at th: 
seat of government, and the legislatur: 
may provide, by a two-thirds vot<, 
that one term In each year shall 1 : 

held in each or any judicial district. J: 
shall be the duty of such court to ap­
point a reporter of its decisions. Ther. 
shall be chosen, by the qualified Viec 
tors of the state, one clerk of the su­
preme court, who shall hold his offic: 
for the term of four years, and until 
his successor Is duly elected and quali­
fied; and the judges of the supreme 
court, or a majority of them, shall hav-: 
the power to fill any vacancy in t! 
office of clerk- of the supreme couv! 
until an election can be regularly hud " 

If the proposed amendment is ado;;, 
ed the section will then read n» f._.. 
lft ws : 

, "Section 2. The supreme court 
snail consist of one chief justice 
and six associate justices. Five 
shall constitute a quorum, and the 
concurrence of at least four shail 
be necessary to a decision. It 
shall have original Jurisdiction in 
such remedial cases as may be pre­
scribed by law, and appellate juris-
faction in all cases, both in law and 
enuity, but there shall be no tricl 
by jury in said court. It shall hold 
one or more terms in each year, 
as the legislature may direct, at 
the seat of government, and the 
legislature may provide, by a two-
thirds vote, that one term in each 
year shall be held in each or anv 
judicial district. It shall be the 
duty of such court to appoint a re­
porter of its decisions and a clerk 
of the supreme court." 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT* The Su­
preme Court as now constituted con­
sists of a chief justice and four asso­
ciate justices. The clerk of said court 
Is now elected. If the amendment it 
adopted, two associate justices will be 
n£ded to the court and the clerk will 
be appointed by the court instead of 
being elected by the voters. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8. 

By Chapter 381, Laws 1915, the legis-
Ia'are proposed for adoption by the 
fc...-ctors, an amendment of Article Nine 
(V)> of the Constitution by adding 

i'.-.-r^to a new section, which reads as 
oiiovvs: 

"cat ion 17. The lesris'ntttre Is 
her^hv authorized to "provide by 
I-'w for the mining and s i l e of any 
''on ore or other minerals whi^n 
the state owns/In its sovereign ca-
c c i t y , and as trustee for the peo-
p1^ of the state, which are situate 
under the waters or bed of anv 
noir.dpred public lake or rivo«\'v.>: 
pr-.rj for that purpose may provide 
for tne dralnaee^or-anv such ls>V<»'. 
or river, or the diversion of th*» 
wn^ers thereof to » now bed or 
channel, orovid«»d. however, that 
the vested riparian rights of pit* 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. B. 

By Chapter 383, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
electors, an amendment of Section 
Eleven (11) of Article Four (4) of the 
Constitution. 

Said section now reads no follows: 

'•Section 11. APPROVAL OF BILL9 
BY GOVERNOR — VETO POWER— 
Every bill which shall have passed thi 
senate and house of representatives, ia 
conformity to the rules of each housj 
and the joint rules of the two house.?, 
shall, before it becomes a law, be pre­
sented to the governor of the state. If 
he approves he shall sign and deposit 
it in the office of the secretary of stat i 
for preservation, and notify the house 
where it originated of the fact. But 
if not, he shall return it with his ob­
jections, to the house in which it sha.I 
have originated; when such objectior3S 
shall be entered at large on the jour­
nal of the same, and the house sha'I 
proceed to reconsider the bill. If, 
after such reconsideration, two-third s 
of that house shall agree to pass th» 
bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other house, by which 
it shall likewise be reconsidered; anl 
if it be approved by two-thirds of tht.t 
house it shall become a law. But in 
all such cases the votes of both houses 
ehall be determined by yeas and navs, 
and the names of the persons votiiii? 
for or against the bill shall be entcrei 
on the journal of each house respec­
tively. If any bill shall not be re­
turned bj- the governor within thre; 
cays (Sundays excepted) after it shali 
have been presented to him, the sair.a 
shall be a law in like manner as H 
he had signed it, unless the legislatur.-, 
by adjournment within that time, pie-
vents its return; in which case it sha 1 
not be a law. The governor mav a. -
prove, sign and file in the office of "ti. .• 
secretary of # state, within three da- s 
E ter the adjournment of the legisl- -
t'ire, any act passed during the laf-t 

I three days of the session, and the sarna 
El.a 11 become a law. If any bill pre-
s ntod to the governor contains s e . -
tial items of appropriation of mono-* 
h^ may object to one or more of sue i 
items, while approving of the otlu • 
portion of the bill. In such case, hi 
Ehall append to the bill, at the time 
ot signing it, a statement of the iterua 
1> which he objects, and the approprir.-
t.on so objected to shall not take ef­
fect. If the legislature be in session, 
he shall transmit to the house in wlr>h 
t ip bill originated a copy of such stat- -
ment, and the items objected to shall 
bo Bonn ,-ately reconsidered. If, on re­
consideration, one or more of *rirh 
!t*ms b3 approved by two-thirds of the 
numbers elected to each house, tbe 
' °.7.e

 J . s h s " °e a part of the law. not-
v-'ihstanding the objections of the gov-
^nor. All the provisions of this sec-
• ^n. in relation to bills not approved 
. \?? governor, shall annlv in case* 
»" which he shall withhold his approval 
,".T,m a n v item^or items contained In a 
*'iil appropriating money." 

It 1s proposed to amend that sectioK 
»o that It shall read as follows! 

"Section 11. Every bill Which 

shim nave passed; the senate aj&r 
house of rtpiyssnUUvoA^\'a fe£tf: 
fortuity to cue ruies of eacn house -
anu uie jomt rules of (he two 
I*VU««M, tmuti, before It becomes a 
law, t/e pi-euented to the govtsi-uor 
Oi tne 2>ut(e. i f be approves ho 
suaii si£u and deposit it in the 
c.iice oi «.ne secretary of state for 
I'icacrvauuii, and notify the house 
wiicic ii vi'igiuaied of the fact. 
x.tii u i.ut, ne snail return it, wltn 
ins oujcutious, to tne house in 
\v.iicn it snail have originated; 
\n.on sucii objections shau oe en­
tered a*, large on tne journal of 
tne same, and the house snail pro­
ceed to reconsider tne bill. If, 
after such reconsideration, two-
thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, to­
gether with the objections, to the 
other house, by which it shall l ike­
wise be reconsidered; and if it be 
approved by two-thirds of that 
house it shall become a law. But 
in all such cases the votes of both 
houses shall be determined • by 
yeas and nays, and the names of 
Kle Persons voting for or against 
the bill shall be entered on the 
journal of each house respective­
ly. If any bill shall not be re­
turned by the governor within 
three days (Sundays excepted) 
*lter it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law In 
l ike manner as if he had signed 
It, unless the legislature by ad­
journment within that time, pre­
vent its return; in which case it 
snail not be a law. The governor 
may approve, sign and file in the 
°»Hce of the secretary of state, 
within three days after the ad­
journment of the legislature, any 
act passed during the last three 
« aya of the session, and the same 
shall become a law. If any bill 
presented to the governor contains 
several items of appropriation of 
money, he may object to one or 
more of such items in whole or in 
part, while approving of the other 
portion of the bill. In such case 
he shall, append to the bill, at the 
time of signing it, a statement of 
the items and parts of items to 
which he objects, and the part of 
any appropriation so objected to • 
shall not take effect. If the legis­
lature be in session, he shall trans­
mit to the house in which the bill 
originated a copy of such state­
ment, and the items objected to in 
whole or in part shall he separate­
ly reconsidered. If, on reconsid­
eration, one or more o f such items 
be approved by two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, 
the same shall be a part of the 
law, notwithstanding the objec­
tions of the governor. All the 
provisions of this section. In rela­
tion to bills not approved by the 
governor^ .shall apply in cases in 
which he shall withhold his ap­
proval in whole or in part from 
any item or items contained in a 
bill appropriating money." 

PURPOSE AND EFFECTS Vndes 
the Constitution as it now Is, the gov«j 
* m o r may veto any Item In an appnw 
prlatlon bill, but he cannot cut down 
the amount appropriated for any spe* 
cine purpose. The amendment, If adopti 
cd, wil l g ive the governor power to 
reduce the amount of an appropriation 
for any given purpose, unless upon 
transmittal to the legislature of a 
statement of the part of an item of an 
appropriation bill to which he objects, 
the two houses, each by a two-thirda 
'rote, approve the Item as It waa origin, 
al ly passed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 6. 

By Chapter 384, Laws 1915, the legis-
ilature proposed an amendment of Sec-
Ition Thirteen (13) of Article One (1) 
of the Constitution. 

Tbe section as It now stands readi 
as follows: ' 

^"Section 13. PRIVATE PROPERTY 
FOR PUBLIC USE — Private propertj 
shall not be taken, destroyed or dam­
aged for public use, without just com-
pensation therefor first paid or se­
cured." 

If the amendment i s adopted the s e c 
tlon will read as follows: 

"Section 13. Private property 
shall not be taken, destroyed or 
damaged for public use, without 
just compensation therefor first 
paid or secured, and such private 
property may be taken, destroyed 
or damaged for the purpose of pri­
vate as well as public drainage 
upon just compensation therefor 
being first paid or secured." 

THE PURPOSE of the proposed 
amendment is to permit the taking ol 
private lands for the purpose of drain­
age purposes where the drain or ditch 
will be of no public benefit, but on th« 
contrary will only benefit the land oc 
lands of the person or persons con­
structing the drainage ditch. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. T. 

By Chapter 385, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
^iS?1 0 /8 ' a n amendment of Section OnS 
(IT of Article Four (4) of the Consti^ 
tution. 

Section One aa It now stands, reads 
aa follows: 

«rr^?£ t I o n X- T W O HOUSES — SES­
SIONS — The legislature snail consist 
of the senate and house of representa­
tives, which shall meet biennially at 
the seat of government of the state, 
at such time as shall be prescribed by 
law, but no session shall exceed the 
term of ninety legislative days, and no 
new bill shall be introduced in either 
branch except on the written request 
of the governor, during the last twen­
ty days of such session, except the.at­
tention of the legislature shall be 
called to some important matter of 
general Interest by a special message 
from the governor." 

If the amendment Is adopted, the 
section will then read a s follows: 

Sec. 1. TWO HOUSES—SES­
SIONS. — The legislature shall 
consist of the senate and house of 
representatives, which shall meet 
biennially at the seat of govern­
ment of the state, at such time as 
shall be prescribed by law, but no 
session shall excaed the term of 
ninety (90) legislative days, and 
no bill shall be introduced in either 
branch, except on the written re­
quest of the governor, during the 
last twenty days of such session, 
except the attention of the legis­
lature shall be called to some im­
portant matter of general inter­
est by a special message from the 
governor; but the people reserve 
to themselves direct power as fol­
lows: 

(a) CONSTITUTIONAL INITIA­
TIVE.—When at any time prior to 
the commencement of any session 
of the legislature, there shall have 
been filed with the secretary of 
state a petition proposing an 
amendment to the constitution, 
Signed by two per centum of the 
electors of the state, the secretary 
of state shall transmit the 
same to the legislature not later 
than ten (10) days after the com­
mencement of the session, If the 
amendment so proposed be not sub­
mitted to the electors by the legis­
lature at such session, or if it be 
submitted in an amended form, 
then, unon a • further petition or 
petitions, each signed by e^ght per 
centum of the electors of the state, 
filed with the secretary of state-
within six months after the ad­
journment of the legislature, the 
amendment proposed in the first 
petition, or one or more amended 
forms thereof, shall be submitted 
to the electors for their approval 
or rejection at the next eeneral or 
soecial state-wide election oorur-
riris; not less than ninetv dnys 
after the filing of any such fur­
ther petition. Any amendment 
Sronosed by Initiative petition and. 

i Uf original orJn^4Ui amended 

form, submitted to the electoro bp 
*>,t*e legislature1^ b f * furtber>e-

tii.1011, shall become a part of the 
constitution, if approved by a' ma- ' 
Joniy of the electors voting at 
sucn election, or by four-sevenths 
of tr.e eiectors voting on the pro-

Jtosed amendment; provided, n o t . 
ess than three-sevenths of the 

electors voting at said election 
voted for the proposed amendment. 
This section snail be construed as 
a means in addition to Section l, 
Articie 14, of the state constitu­
tion, tor amending the same. 

(b) STATUTORY INITIATIVE. 
—When at any time prior to the 
commencement of any session of 
the legislature there shall have 
been filed with the secretary of 
state, a petition proposing a law, 
signed by two per centum of the 
electors of the atate, the secretary 
of state shall transmit the same 
to the legislature not later than 
ten (10) days after the commence­
ment of the session. If the law 
so proposed be not passed by the 
legislature at such session, or if 
it be passed in an amended form, 
then upon a further petition or 
petitions, each signed by six per 
centum of the electors of the state, 
filed with the secretary of state 
within six months after the ad­
journment of the legislature, the 
law proposed In the first petition 
or one or more amended forms 
thereof, shall be submitted to the 

. electors at the next general or spe­
cial state-wide election, occurring 
net less than ninety days after the 
filing of any such further petition 
or petitions, and if approved by a 
majority of the electors voting 
thereon, provided the vote In favor 
of the proposed law be not less 
than thirty-three per centum of 
the total number of votes cast at 
auch election, the same shall be-
5 ° , m e a law and go into effect 
thirty days after such election, and 
shall supersede any amended form 
of such law which may have been 
passed by the legislature. No law 
passed by the initiative petition 
and. approved by the electors shall 
be subject to the veto of the gov­
ernor. The authority of the people 
to enact laws, as provided in this 
subdivision, shall extend only to 
laws authorised by the provisions 
of the constitution. 

(c) THE REFERENDUM. — If 
within ninety days after the final 
adjournment of any session of the 
legislature, a referendum petition, 
signed by six per centum of the 
electors of the etate, shall be filed 
with the secretary of state against 
any law or any part *>t a law, 
passed by the legislature at such 
session, such l a m or such part of 
a law shall be submitted to the 
electors at the next general or 
special, state-wide election, occur­
ring not less than ninety days after 
the filing of said petition. If a 
majority of the votes cast thereon 
be in the negative, provided such 
negative vote be not less than 
thirty-three per centum of the to ­
tal number of votes cast at such 
election, such law or such part of 
a, .law shall thereby be repealed. 
Provided, that if a referendum pe­
tition is signed by fifteen per cen­
tum of the electors of the state, 
the law, or part of a law, against 
which such petition is filed shall 
be suspended pending the refer- . 
endum vote thereon. Provided the ! 
same shall equal 83 per cent of the '< 
votes at such election. 

Any law providing for a tax levy 
or appropriating money for the 
current expenses of .the state gov­
ernment or state institutions, any 
act of the legislature submitting 
a constitutional amendment or 
other question to the electors of 
the state,, or any emergency law 
necessary for the immediate pres­
ervation of the public " peace, 
health, or safety, shall go into ef­
fect immediately upon its passage 
and approval by the governor, and 
such laws, except emergency laws, 
shall not be subject to a referen­
dum vote. All other laws shall go 
into effect ninety days after tne 
adjournment of the legislature. A 
bill proposing an emergency law 
ehall contain a preamble briefly 
setting forth the facts constitut­
ing the emergency. A separate 
vote shall be taken upon the S h ­
amble of such bill by a call of tne 
yeas and nays, and if the pream­
ble be adopted by a two-thirds vote 
of all the members of each house, 
i f .shal l be an emergency law. 

(d) GENERAL PROVISIONS.— 
All petitions provided for in this 
section shall contain a title indi­
cating the subject and purpose of 
the proposed law or constitutional 
amendment, or the law, or part of 
a law to be referred, and if a 
change is proposed in an existing 
constitutional provision or statute, 
in addition to referring to the 
same, it shall state the general 
effect of the proposed change and 
also the full text of the proposed 
law or amendment to the constitu­
tion, or of the law or part of a 
law, to be referred. Any initia­
tive or referendum petition may be 
signed in separate parts but each 
part shall conform to the provi­
sions herein contained. All peti­
tions shall be signed and verified 
before a person authorized to ad­
minister an oath, and shall be in 
such form that a person signing a 
petition thereby states under oath, 
the date of his signature, his resi­
dence, that he is a qualified elec­
tor, that he has not previously 
signed any part of such petition, 
and that he has signed the petition 
with knowledge of the contents 
thereof. To each part of such pe­
tition shall be attached the affi­
davit of the person before whom 
the same was signed, which affi­
davit shall contain a statement of 
the number of signers thereon,, 
that each of the signatures at­
tached to such part was made in 
the presence of the affiant, that 
to the best of his knowledge and 
belief each signature is the gen­
uine signature of the person whose 
name it purports to be, that he be­
lieves the persons who have signed 
such petition to be electors, that 
they signed such petition with 
knowledge of the contents thereof, 
and that each person signed the 
same on the date stated opposite 
his name. The circulation of the 
petition provided for herein, or 
the prohibition of the circulation 
thereof, may *b& regulated by law, 
and in case the circulation of any 
petition is prohibited by law, the 
percentage of signers required m 
any petition provided for in this 
section -shall be one-half of the 
percentage specified in subdivi­
sions a, b and c of this section. 

The percentage in any case shall 
be-based upon the total number of 
votes cast for governor at the next 
preceding election.^ All petitions 
provided for in this section shall 
contain the signature of not let-s 
than one-half of the designated 

Fiercentage of the electors hi not 
ess than one-fourth of the coun­

ties of the state. In initiating a 
•law or constitutional amendment, 
electors who have signed the first 
shall be qualified to sign the sec­
ond petition. 

The sufficiency of all petitions 
shall be decided by the secretary 
of state subject to review by the 
court. If the secretary of state 
decides that any petition is insuf­
ficient, he shall permit a r<?iP0n-
able time for making corrections 
or for filing" additional signatures. 
In the event of legal proceedings 
in court to prevent giving effect to 
aiiy such petition on account of 
insufficiency, or any other ground, 
the burden of proof shall be upon 
the person attacking the petition. 
No law or amendment to the con­
stitution initiated and approved by 
the electors as herein provided, 
shall be held unconstitutional or 
void on account of the insufficiency 
of any initiative petition; nor shall 
the repeal of any law suV>mittf>d 
bv referendum petition be held in­
valid for such insufficiency. 

>H initiative laws and constf- i 
tutional amendments shall be so 
submitted to the -electors as to 
permit ah affirmative or nee*tiv«vv 

vote noon each measure submit­
ted. If conflicting proposed laws 
or conflicting' proposed amend-
mentc to the optuftitutlon be ap­
proved a* ^ M|fr «bM*Jon, j f e _ 

one recelvta* the highest number 
of affirmative votes shall prevail 
as to conflicting provisions. 

The stylo of nil legislative meat* 
ures and amendments to the con­
stitution initiated by the people 
under this section snail be: "tie 
it enacted by the People of tne 
State of Minnesota." 

The provisions of this section 
may be enforoed by appropriate 
legislation, but until such legisla­
tion has been enacted, this section 
shall be self executing-. 
THE PURP01H AND EFFECT of 

this amendment* If adopted* will be 
three-fold. 

<a* i t will permit the voters to pre? 
pose amendments to the state constitu­
tion, for adoption* without action by 
tbe legislature. Under the constitution 
as it now stands) constitutional amend­
ments can be proposed only by the leg­
islature. 

<b) So, too, If adopted, the amend­
ment will permit electors to propose 
laws for enactment and if not enacted 
by the legislatures, the voters may by 
sufficient petition* require the question 
of the enactment of the proposed law 
to be submitted t o the voters. If ap­
proved by a majority of the electors 
voting, thereon* provided the vote la 
favor of the proposed law is not less 
than thirty-three per cent of .the total 
number of votes east a t such election, 
the same becomes a law with the same 
force and effect a s though passed by 
the legislature. The governor will 
have no power to veto n law so passed* 
but the people cannot ao pass any law 
which la prohibited by the cos* 
Stltutlon. 

' (c) So too* If ndopted, the amend* 
ment will permit the voters by propel 
petition to require n vote, on the ques­
tion of whether or not any law or pari 
thereof, of certain classes of laws, 
passed by the legislature shall be re­
pealed. If the petition asking for the 
referendum la signed by fifteen pes 
rent of the voters of the atate, the num­
ber of whom Is t o he determined by 
the number of vote* cast for Governor 
at the preceding election, the Inw as 
referred to tho> <votera wil l not take 
effect pending; the> referendum vote 
thereon., The vo te required to repeal a 
law passed by the legislature and the 
classes of laws which cannot be so 
repealed are specified in Subdivision 
"C" of the proposed amendment as 
above printed. 

Visited by the Catacombs. 
"Did I understand you to say you 

were in Europe?" he asked of the maq 
who was talking to a drummer across; 
the aisle. i 

"Yes, sir." ., ' 
"Were you In Rome?* 
"I was there for a month, sir." 
"Ah, I am glad to have met you. 1 

wanted to ask about Rome. You viaifa 
ed the catacombs, of course?" 

"Didn't have to. They visited me.^ 
"How do you mean?" 
"Why, I never stirred out of the, 

hotel that they weren't striking me fof 
alms. Never saw such an infernal se | 
In all my born days." 

"Don't you mean the lazzaroni?" 
"Of course. The catacombs and the 

lazzaroni are the same thing, only 'cata« 
combs' is the Italian of it and the othei 
fs he English. If you haven't beeq 
over I'd advise- you to go—if you can 
raise the dudads. You don't know how 
much a trip abroad will broaden and 
liberalize your mind." 

And the other sank back and hid 
himself in a corner, and he did not get 
over looking pale for the next 30 miles, 

Real Academic Dignity. 
Max Muller tells a story of one ol 

Dr. Strachan Davidson's predecessor! 
as master of Balliol. "Once, when re­
turning from a solitary walk, Doctoi 
Jenkins, whose regard for his own dig* 
nity was very great, slipped and fell, 
Two undergraduates, seeing the ace* 
dent, ran to assist him, and were jus! 
laying hands on him to lift him up 
when he descried a master of arts con­
ing. 'Stop!'he cried. 'I see a mastet 
of arts coming down the street,' and 
he dismissed the undergraduates with 
many thanks, and was helped on hit, 
legs by the M. A."—London Chronicle* 

; i 

* The Clever Wasp. 
^Wasps appear to bejwell-nigh as in* 

dustrious as ants or bees. One author* 
Ity has declared that the cardinal doo> 
trine of the wasp is: "If any wasp will 
not work, ̂ neither shall he eat." 

Division of labor is clearly seen In 
the wasp's nest Some of the workers 
teem to be specially employed as for* 
sgers and soldiers, others appear to 
be told off as nurses and guardians* 
while yet others are eaiagaAM nf^tf) 

and 

-^ 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8, 

By Chapter 386, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by th« 
electors an amendment of Section Z. 
Article 6, of the constitution. 

The section now reads a s follows t , 

"Section 7. PROBATE COURTS-« 
There shall be established in each or« 
ganized county in the state a probata 
court, which shall be a court of rec. 
ord, and be held at such times and 
Places as may be prescribed bv law. 
It shall be held by one judge, wha 
shall be elected by the voters of tin 
county for the term of two years. Ha 
shall be a resident of such county a| 
the time of his election, and resid« 
therein during his continuance in o"« 
fice; and his compensation shall ha 
provided by law. He may appoint hit 
own clerk where none has been elect-
ed; but the legislature may authori^a 
the election, by the electors of any 
county, of one clerk of register of pro­
bate for such county, whose powers, 
duties, term of office and compensation 
shall be prescribed by law. A probata 
court shall have Jurisdiction over tha 
estates of deceased persons and per­
sons under guardianship, but no othei 
jurisdiction, except as prescribed bj 
this constitution. 

The amendment simply proposes t« 
substitute the word ^<four" for tba 
word "two" so that the sentence pre­
scribing the duration of the term ol 
office will, if the amendment Is adopt­
ed, read as follows: 

"It shall be held by one judge, 
who shall be elected by the voters 
of the county for the term of fbur 
years." 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The 
amendment, if adopted will make tba 
term of office of the Judge of Probata 
four years instead of two. 1 

?,". 35^ 

"4 

• ^ 

--M 

'A 

m 

j i 

<i 1 
1 r 

"$ > | 

•*fm 

•S&i : 


